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INTRODUCTION 



I Am induced by two motives to publifh the following treatlic : in the 
firft place, I am in hopes, that fcvcial new oblavadons contained in it 
will be deemed worthy of the public attention ; in the next place, I am 
defirous to have an opportunity of allcrting my right to fomc opinions, that 
have made their way into the" world under other names. 

There are many opinions refpedling the animal oeconomy peculiar to 
myfelf, which are frequently referred to in the courfc of the work. It is 
therefore neceflary to give a Ihort explanation of Ibme of them, that the 
terms made u(e of may be better underflood. 

I. OF SYMPATHY. 

I Divide fympathy into two kinds ; unhtrfal, and partial. 

Univerfal fympathy is, when the whole conllitution fympathifes with 
fbme feniation or adlion. Partial fympathy is, when one or more diflindl 
parts fympathife with fome local loifation, or a^on. 

The univerfal Sympathies are various in distent difmfes j but thofe that 
we have in the venereal difeafe are principally two j the fymptomatic fever, 
and the hedlic fever. The fymptomatic fever is an immediate efl^ of fbme 
local injury, and feldom takes place in the venereal difeafe in any great degree 
under any of its forms, except in the cafe of a fwelled teflicle, which is itfelf 
an inflan ce of a partial fympathy ; the fymptomatic fever here, therefore. Is 
an univerM fympathy arifing from a partial one. The hedtkr fever is an 
univerfal fympathy with a local difeafe, which the conflitution is not able 
to overcome. This takes place oftener and in a greater degree in the bus 
ventrea than in any other form of the difeafe. 

B Partial 
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Parti.il fynipithy I divide into tlirce kinds ; the remote, the contigmus, 
and the continuous. The remote is, where there appears to be no vilible 
conncdlion of parts that can account for fuch effedls, as the pain of the 
flaoiilder in an inflammation of tlie liver. The contiguous is, that which 
ajipears to have no other connedlion than what arifes from vicinity or 
contadf of feparate parts ; an inftance of which we have, in the ftomach and 
inteflines fympathifing with tlic integuments of the abdomen. The con- 
tinuous is, where there is no interruption of parts, and the fympathy runs 
along from the irritating point, as from a centre, which is the moll common 
of all the Sympathies ; and we have an example of it in the fpreading of 
inflammation. 

II. OF DISEASED ACTIONS BEING INCOMPATIBLE WITH 

EACH OTHER. 

The venereal difeale is not only fufpefled to be prefcnt in many cafes, where 
the nature of the diJorder is not well marked, but it is fuppofed that it can 
be combined with other difeafes, fuch as the itch and the feuny : thus we 
hear of itch, and of feurvy and the venereal difeale combined ; but this 
luppofition appears to me to be founded in ignorance. I have never feen any 
fuch cafes, nor do they feera to be confident with the principles of difealed 
adlion in the animal a-conomy. It appears to me, beyond a doubt, tliat no 
two adlions can take place in the lame conditution, nor in the lame part, at 
one and the lame time. No two different fevers can exid in the lame 
conditutbn, nor two local difeafes in the fame part at the fame time ; yet 
as the venereal .difeafe, when it attacks tlie Ikin, is very fimilar to thofe 
difeafes which are vulgarly called fcorbutic, they are often fuppofed to be 
mixed and to cxid in the fame part. 

What has been called a feorbutic conditution, is no more than a 
conditution very fufceptiblc of an adlion producing eruptions on the Ikin, 
whenever an immediate caufe lhall take place j and there are fomc parts of 
the body more fufceptible of this than others, in which therefore a flightcr 
immediate caufe is fufficient to excite the adlion; but the circumllance of a 
conditution ’s being fufceptiblc of one dil'cafe, docs not hinder it from being 

fufceptiblc 
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fulccptiblc of others. A man may have the lues and the fmall pox at the ^ 
fame time ; that is, parts of his body may have been contaminated by the 
venereal poifon, and the fmall pox may take place, and both may appear 
together, but not in the lame parts. If both were confequenccs of lever, 
and each followed the fever nearly about the fame time, then it would be 
impoflible for both to have their refpedHvc eruptions, even in different parts, 
at the fame time ; for it is impoflible for the preceding fevers to have been 
coexiftent. 

From this principle, I think I may fairly put the following queries. Does 
not the failure of inoculation, and the jxjwer of refilling many infe<ftions, arife 
from the perfon’s having, at the lame time, fome other diie^le, and therefore 
being incapable of a new adlion ? Does not the great difference in the time, 
from the application of the caufe, to the appearance of the difeafe, in many 
cafes, depend upon the lame principle ? For inflance, a perlbn is inoculated, 
and the pun<fhire does not inflame for fourteen days, which I have feen ; and 
is it not bccaule there is another difeafe in the conllitution at the time of 
inoculation ? Docs not the cure of fome difeafes depend upon the lame 
principle, as the fufpenfion, or cure of a gonorrhoea by a fever ? 

Let me illullrate this principle Hill further, by one of many cafes which 
have come under my own obfervation. On Thurfday, the fixteenth of 
March, one thouland feven hundred and feventy-five, I inoculated a gentle- 
man’s child ; it was obferved, that I made pretty large pundlures. On the 
Sunday following, the nineteenth, he appeared to have received the infedlion ; 
a fmall inflammation or rednefs appearing round each pundhxre, and a fmall 
tumour above the furface of the Ikin having taken place, i On the twentieth, 
and the twenty-firll, the child was feverifli ; but I declared it was not the 
variolous fever, as the inflammation had not at all advanced fince the 
nineteenth. On the twenty-fecond, a confiderable eruption appeared, which 
was evidently the mealies j the fores on the arms appear^ to go back, 
becoming lefs inflamed. On the twenty-third, he was very full of the mealies; 
the pundurcs on the arms being in the lame Hate as on the preceding day. 
On the twenty-fifth, the meafles began to difappear. On the twenty-fixth, 
and twenty-feventh, the pundhires began again to look a little red. On the 
tMjenty-ninth, the inflaounation incrcafcd, and there was a little matter 
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formed. On the thirtieth, he was linzed with fever. The finall pox appeared 
at the regular time, went through its ufual courfe, and terminated favourably. 
In like manner, it may be oblervcd, that tlie venereal dilcale makes its ap> 
pcarance at different periods after Infe^ffion. Is not this explicable on the 
fame principle ? 



III. OF THE COMPARATIVE POWERS OF DIFFERENT PARTS 
OF THE BODY— FROM SITUATION— FROM STRUCTURE. 

W E fliall have occafion to oblerve, that the parts affected take on the 
adlion more readily, and go on more rapidly with it, when near to the fourcc 
of the cirailation than when far from it ; for the heart exerts its influence 
«pon the different parts of the body, in proportion to their vicinity to it j 
and the more diftant the parts arc the weaker arc their powers. 

This is, perhaps, better illuftratcd by difeafe than by any adlions in health ; 
for in health we have no comparative trials, as no two parts of the machine, 
at unequal diftances from the heart, can be thrown into equal adion, and 
therefore no conclulions can be drawn. I may juft obferve, that all the 
vital parts are near the heart. 

In difmfes we fee mortification, arifing from debility, taking place in the 
extremities oftener than in other parts, more cfpecially if the perfon is tall ; 
the heart not propdiing the blood to thefc diftant parts with equal force. 
In foch a ftate of conftitution, thofc who labour under a hemiplegia, are often 
found to die at laft, fix)m mortification taking place in the extremities of the 
paralytic fide. In fome of thofe cafes the arteries give way, and allow of 
extravafation of the blood, and therefore we may rcafonably fuppofe, that 
they are proportionally weak in health. We alfo find, that fuch extravafetion 
commonly begins in the extremities. This principle is not only evident in 
thefe two difeafe, but alfo in every difeafe that can affed an animal body. 
It appears in the readinefs with which difeafes come on, and proceed in 
parts diftant from the fourcc of the circulation, and alfo in the fteps towards 
a cure. 

Parts 
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Parts differ not only in their powers, in proportion as they are nearer or 
further from the heart, but likewile according to their peculiar ftrucflures, 
wliereby they vary as much in the progrcls of dileafed adlions as in the 
o]ierations of health. 

An animal body is compofed of a variety of fubftances, as mufcle, tendon, 
cellular membrane, ligament, bone, nerve, &c, j we have, therefore an 
opf>ortunity of oblcrving the comparative progrefs of dileafes in them, and 
their comparative powers of performing a cure; and we find that they differ 
very much from one another in thofe refpefts. How far thele differences 
take place in all difeafes I have not been able to determine; but fliould 
fuppofe, that in fpecific difeafes as fcrofula and cancer, there is in general 
no difference in the mode of adlion in any of the ftrudhires,' thefe dileafes 
producing the fame fp>ecific effedls in all the parts that are capable of being 
affeiftcd by them; but in difeafes arifing from accident, a great difference 
in the degrees of a£lion takes place ; the )->arts from fuch a caufc being allowed 
to adl according to their natures, which holds good alfo in the venereal 
difiafe. This difference appears to be chiefly in the degrees of firength 
and weaknefs in refilling difeafed a«n:ion. The Icfs the natural powers of 
adtion are in any particular llrudlure of parts, the lefs they arc able to refill 
dilcafe ; therefore bone tendon ligament and cellular membrane go tlirough 
their dileafed adlions more llowly tlian mufcle or Ikin ; and tliis principle is 
applicable to tlie venereal difeafe. 



IV. OF PARTS SUSCEPTIBLE OF PARTICULAR DISEASES. 

There arc Ibme parts much more fufcsptiblc of fpecific dillalcs than 
others. Poilbns take their different feats in the body -as if allotted for 
them. Thus we have the Ikin attacked with what are vidgarly calletl fcor- 
butie eruptions, and many other difeafes ; it is alfo the foat of the fmall-po.x 

* Here it is to be unck'Hiood, that w rfo not include thole parts which have b greater teftdcncy 
to Ijx’cihc dilcafcs than what many otlicrs have, as the l)*niphatics to Lhc icrolula) the breafl to the 
canca*. 
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and the mealies ; the throat is the feat of adtion in the hydrophobia and die 
hooping-cough. The fcrofula attacks the abforbent fyflem, efpocially the 
glands. The breads, tefliclcs, and the conglomerate glands are the feat 
of cancer. The fkin throat and nofe are more readily adcded by the 
lues venerea than the bones and periodeum, which, on the other hand, differ 
fooner than many other parts, particularly the vital parts, which perhaps 
are not at all fufccptiblc of this difeafe. 

V. OF INFLAMMATION. 

I condder common inflammation to be an increafed adUon of the fmaller 
veflels of a part joined with a peculiar mode of adtion, by which they are 
enabled to produce the following effedts > to unite parts of the body to each 
other j to form pus ; and to remove parts of the folids. Thefe effedts are not 
produced by a dmplc incrcafe of adtion ot enlargement of the veffels, but by 
a peculiar adtion, which is at prefent perhaps not underdood. 

. Thefe three effedls of inflammation I have called, didindt fpecies of 
. inflammation. That which unites parts I have called, the adbeftve infiam- 
tnalioH i that which forms pus, the fuppurathe injiammation ; and that which 
removes parts, the ulcerative injiammation. 

In the adheflve inflammation the arteries throw out coagulable lymph 
which becomes the bond of union ; this however is not Amply extravaiated 
but has undergone feme change before it leaves the arteries, flnee in inflamed 
veins it is found lying coagulated upon the internal furfoce of the veffel, 
which could not have happened if Amply extravaiated. In the fuppurative 
Inflammation a dill greater change is produced upon the blood before it is 
thrown out by the arteries, whereby it is formed into pus j which change is 
probably Amilar to fecrction. In the ulcerative inflammation the adlioi^ 
of the arteries docs not remove the parts ; that office is performed by the 
abforbent vcflels which are brought into adlion. 

In the two Ard fpecies of inflammation there mud be a change in the 
difpoAtion.and mode of a&on of the arteries ; for the fuppurative cannot be 
conAdered as Amply an incrcafe of the adtion of the adhefivc, as its effedls 
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tre totally di^ent ; but in the third fpecies there is probably no change of 
adtion in the arteries from that of the fecond, the adtion only of the ab- 
forbicnts being fuperadded, by which folid parts and of courfe tlic arteries 
themfclves arc removed. 

VI. OF MORTIFICATION. 

Mortifications arc of two kinds, one preceded by inflammation, 
the other not; but as the cafes of mortifications, which will be men- 
tioned in this work, are all of the firA kind, I fhall confine my obfervations 
to that fpecies. 

I confider inflammation as an increafrd adtion of that power which a 
part is naturally in pofleflion of ; this increafed addon in healthy inflamma^ 
tions at leaf! is probably attended with an incrcale of posver : but in inflam- 
mations which terminate in nnortification there is no increafe of power ; on 
the contrary there is a diminution of power, which joined to an increafed 
addon becomes the caufe of mortification, by deftroying the balance which 
ought to fubfift between the power and adtion of every part. 

If this account of mortifications be juft, we fhall find it no difficult matter 
to eftablifh a rational pradice ; but before we attempt this, let us juft take a 
view of the treatment hitherto recommended, and fee how far it agrees with 
our theory. » 

It is plain from the common pradtice that the weaknefs has been attended 
to, but it is as plain that tlie increafed addon has been overlooked; and 
therefore the whole aim has been to increafe the addon with a view to remove 
the weaknefs. The Peruvian bark, confedtio cardiaca ferpentaria, &c. have 
been given in as large quantides as the cafe appeared to require, or the 
conftitudon could bear ; by which means an ardflcial or temporary appearance 
of ftrength has been produced, while it was only an increafed addon. The 
cordials and wine, upon the principle on which they have been given, are 
rationally adminiftered ; but there are ftrong leafbns for not recommending 
them, arifing from the general effeft which all cordials have of increaflng the 
addon without giving real ftrength ; and the powers of the body are afterwards 
iiink proportionally as they have been raifed, by which nothing can be gained 

but 
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blit a great deal may be loft { for in all cafes if the powers arc allowed to 
fink below a certain point they are irrecoverable. 

'I'he local treatment has been as abfiird as the conftitutional j fcarifications 
have been made down to the living parts, that ftimulating and antifccptic me- 
dicines might be applied to them, as turpentines, the warmer ballams, and 
fometimes the eftential oils j warm fomentations laave been alfo applied as 
congenial to life, but wamith always Licreafes adtion, and ftimulants arc 
improper where the adtions are already too violent. 

Upon the principles here laid down, the bark is the only medicine that can 
be depended upon, as it increafes the powers and lelTens the adlion. Upon 
many occafions opium will be of Angular fervice by Icifening the adlion, 
although it docs not give real ftrength; I have feen good effedls from it both 
when given internally in large doles, and when applied to the part. Keeping 
the parts cool is proper, and all the applications Ihould be cold. The above 
pradlicc is to be kept in view in mortifications that happen in the venereal 
diicalc. 
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PART I. 

CHAPTER I. 



OF THE VENEREAL POISON. 

T he ^'enercal DIfeafe arifcs from a polfon, which as it is produced by 
difeafe, and is capable of again producing a fimilar difeafe, I call a 
morbid poifon to diAinguilh it from the other poifons, animal,* vegetable, 
and mineral. 

The morbid poifons are many, and they have different powers of contam- 
ination. Thole wliich infcdl the body, either locally or conftitutionally, but 
not in both ways, I call Jimple. Thofe which are capable of affetRing the body, 
both locally and conftitutionally, I call compound. The venereal poifon when 
applied to the human body, poflefles a power of propagating or multiplying 
itlelf j and as it is allb capable of adting both locally and conftitutionally, it is 
a compound morbid poifon. Like all fuch poifons, it may be communicated 
to others in all the various ways in which it can be received, producing the liirnc 
difeafe in fome one of its forms. 



I. OF THE FIRST ORIGIN OF THE POISON, 

Though the firft appearance of tliis poifon is certainly within the period 
of modem hiftory, yet the precife time and manner of its origin has hitherto 
cfcaped our obfervation j and we are ftill in doubt, whether it arole in Europe, 
or was imported from America. I fhall not attempt to difeufs this queftion, 
and thofe who wifh to examine at length the fadls, authorities and arguments 
brought in favour of the latter opinion, may confult Aftruc j and for the 
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former a fliort treatife* jniblillied in one thoufand feven hundred and fift) -one, 
vithout a name. The author of this treatife appears to have confidered the 
fuhjedl very fully, and as far as rcafoning goes on a fubjed: of this kind, proves 
that the difeafe was not brought from the Weft-Indies : not contented witli 
this, he goes on to account for its firft rife in Europe; but in this he is not 
equally fucccfsful. The fubjeft is a dithcult one ; and the want of a fufticient 
number of fiufts leaves too much room for conjecture. 

We fhall not therefore enter further into this queftion, nor is it material to 
know at what period and in what country tliis difeafe arofe ; but we may 
in general affirm, that as animals are not naturally formed with difeafe, nor 
fo as to run ffxrntaneoufly into difeafed aCtions ; but with a fufccptibility of 
fuch impreffions as produce difeafed aCtions, difeafes muft always arilc from 
iinpreffions made upon the body : and as man is probably fufccptiblc of more 
imprcflions that become the immediate caufe of difeafe tlian any other animal, 
and is befidcs the only animal which can be faid to form artificial impreffions 
u|wn himfelf, he is fubjedl to the greateft variety of difeafes. In one of thofe 
felf-fonncd fituations therefore the impreffion moft probably vras given which 
produced the venereal difeafe. 



ll. BEGAN IN THE HUMAN RACE, AND IN THE PARTS 
OF GENERATION. 

In whatever manner it arofe, it certainly began in the human race; as \^e 
know no other animal that is caftablc of being infeCled with this poifon. It 
is protwblc too, that the parts of generation were the firft affeeled ; for if it had 
taken place in any other part of the body it might probably never have gone 
fitrther than the perfon in whom it firft arofe ; and therefore never have been 
known ; but being leated in the parts of generation, where the only natural 
connection fctkes place betcc'ecn one human being and another, cx'cept the 
mother and child, it was in the moft favourable fituation for being p.-opagated : 

• IntitlcJ, “A Di/Ttrlatioo on tJie Oiigin of the V'enereal Dileaic; proving that it was net 
brought ir< m America, but Ixrgan in Europe from an epidemical Diftemper ; tranilatcd from tlie 
tirigiiul Maimfcript of an ciniiiciu I’hyficiaji. .iaaalon^ priiiud fur Roftert Griffiths, 1751.” 

and 
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and as wc fliall find hereafter in the hiflory of the diieafc it/clf, that no confti- 
tutional of this poifpn can be communicated to others, wc are led of 
ncccflity to conclude that its firll effefls were local. 



III. OF THE NATURE OF THE POISON. 

We know nothing of the poilbn itlelf, but only its efieifis on tlie human 
body. It is commonly in the form of pus, or united with pus, or fomc fuch 
fecrction, and produces a fimilar matter in others, which (hows that it is 
moll generally, although not neceflarily, a confequence of inflammation. 
It produces or excites therefore in mod cafes an inflammation in the parts 
contaminated ; bcfidcs which inflammation, the parts fo contaminated have a 
pcculbr mode of adKon fuperadded, different from all other actions attending 
inflammation s and it is this fpccific motlc of action which produces the fpecific 
quality in the matter. It is not nccelTary that inflammation fhould be prefent 
to keep up this peculiar mode of aeflion, becaufe the poilbn continues to be 
formed long after all figns of inflammation have ceafed. This appears 
from the following fa<fts ; men having only what is called a gleet or healing 
chancre, give the difeafe to found women : and many venereal gonorrhoeas 
happen without any vifiblc figns of inflammation. ^ 

In women tlie infliimmation is frequently very flight, and often there is 
not the Iciifl: fign of it ■, for they have been known to infcdl men tliough 
they thcmfelvos have had no fymptoms of inflammation, or of the difeafe in 
any form. Therefore thc-inflammation and fuppuration, when prefent, are 
only attendants on the peculiar mode of nrtion ; the dt^rec in which they 
take place Jcjicnding more on the nature of the coiilUtution than on tliat of 
the p>oiron. 

The formation of matter alfo, though a very general, is not a conllaat 
attendant on this difeafe ; for we Ibmctimes find inflammation produced by 
the venereal poifon which does not terminate in fuppuration j fuch inflam- 
mation I fufpcil to be of the cryfipclatous kind. It is the nutter produced, 
v/hether with or without inflammation, which alone contaius the poifon j for 
without the formation of matter, no venereal poilbn can exill. Therefore a 
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perfon having the venereal irritation in any form not attended with a difeharge, 
cannot communicate the difeale to another. To communicate the difeafe 
therefore it is neceflaiy that the venereal adlion Ihould firft take place, 
tliat matter Ihould be formed in conlequence of that a(flion, and that the 
matter fliould be applied to a found perfon or part. 

That the venereal dilcafe is to be propagated only by matter is proved every 
d.iy by a thoufand inftances. Married men contradt the difeale, and not 
fufjiedting that they have caught it, cohabit with their wives, even for weeks. 
Upon difeovering fymptoms of the difciifc they of courfe dcliA ; yet in all my 
pradtice I never once found that the complaint was communicated under 
fttch circumftances, except where they had not been very attentive to the 
lymptoms, and therefore continued the connedHon after the difeharge had 
appeared. I have gone fo far as to allow hulbands to cohabit with their 
wives in order to lave appearances, and always with lafety. I could carry 
this ftill farther, and even allow a man who has a gonorrheea to have 
connedtion with a found woman, if he took great care to clear all the parts 
of any matter, by firft lyringing the urethra, making water, and walliing the 
glans. 

The matter which Is Impregnated with this poilbn, when it comes in 
contadl with a living part, irritates that part, and inflammation is the common 
confequence. It mull: be applied either In a fluid ftate, or rendered fluid by 
the juices of the part to which it Is applied. There is no inftance where it 
has given the infedtion in the form of vapor, as is the cafe in many other 
poilbns. 

IV. OF THE GREATER OR LESS ACRIMONY OF THE POISON.- 

Venereal matter muft In all cafes be the fame j one quantity of matter 
cannot have a greater degree of poifonous quality than another, and if there 
is any difference it is only in its being more or lefs diluted, which produces 
no difference in its efledls. One can conceive however, that it may be lb far 
diluted as not to have tlic power of irritation. Thus any fluid taken into the 
mouth, capable of ftimulating the nerves to tafte, may be fo diluted as not to 
be tailed. But if the poilbn can irritate the part to which it is applied to adlion, 
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it is all that is required ; the adUon will be the fame whether from a large 
or linall quantity, from a ftrong or a weak folution. 

We find from experience, that there is no difference in the kind of mat- 
ter ; and no variation can arife in the difeafe from the matter’s being of dif- 
ferent degrees of llrength ; for it appears that the fame matter affedts very 
differently different people. Two men having been connedted with one 
woman, and both catching the diieale, one of them fliall have a violent go- 
norrhoea or chancre, while the other fhall have merely a flight gonorrhoea. 
I have known one man give the difeafe to different women, and Ibme of the 
women have had it very feverely, while in others it has been very flight. The 
fame reafoning holds good with regard to chancres. The variations of the 
lymptoms in difflerent peribns depend upon the conllitution and habit of the 
patient at the time. What happens in the inoculation of the fmallpox 
ftrengthens this opinion. Let the fymptoms of the patient from whom the 
matter is taken be good or bad, let it be from one who has had a great many 
puffules, or from one who has had but few ; let it be from the confluent or 
diffindl kind, applied in a large quantity or a fmall one, it produces always 
the fame efledi. This could only be known by the great numbers that have 
been inoculated under all thefe different circumffances. 



V. OF THE POISON BEING THE SAME IN GONORRHOEA 
AND IN CHANCRE. 

It has been fuppofed by many that the gonorrhoea and the chancre arife 
from two diftindt poifons ; and their opinion feems to have feme foundation, 
when wc confider only the different appearances of the two difeafes, and 
the dififerent methods of cure j which in judging of the nature of 
many difeafes is too often all wc have to go by. Yet if we take up this 
queffion upon other grounds, and alfe have recourfc to experiments, the rcfult 
of which we can abfolutely depend upon, we fhall find this notion to be 
erroneous. 

If we attend to the manner in which the venereal poifon was communicated 
to the inhabitants of the iflands in the South Seas, there are many circum- 
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ftances which tend to throw light upon tlie prefent queftion. It has been 
fuppofed, as no mention is made of a gonorrheea at Otaheite, that it muft 
have been the chancre that was lirft introduced into that ifland; and that of 
courfe nothing but a chancre could be propagated there ; for as no gonw- 
rhcca had been communicated no fuch difeafe could take place. But if we 
were to reafon ujson all the probable circumftanccs attending the voyages to 
that part of the world, we fliould conclude the contrary ; for it was almoft 
impofTiblc to carry a chancre fo long a voyage without it’s deftroying the 
penis i while we know from experience, that a gonorrhoea may continue for 
a great length of time. It is mentioned in Cook’s voyage, that the people of 
Otaheite, who had this difeafc, went into the country and got cured ; but 
when it turned into a pox it was then incurable : this fhows that the difeale 
which they had mull have been a gonorrhoea, for we know that it is only a 
gonorrhoea that can be cured by (implc means j and forthcr, if it had been a 
chancre, and they had been acquainted with the means of curing it, they 
could alfo have cured the /uei venerea, 

Wallis left Plymouth in Augull 1766, and arrived at Otaheite in July 
1767, eleven months after his embarkation ; and if none of his men had the 
difeafe when lie failed, there was hardly a poflibility of their contrafting it 
any where afterwards in the voyage ; this appears to be too long for a go- 
norrheea to lalL But let us fuppofe even that Wallis carried it thither in 
his Ihip, and that one or two of his crew had it j as he (laid there five weeks, 
it was very polliblc, even very probable, that fuch perfon or perfons might 
have communicated it fo quickly as to have become the caufe of contami- 
nation of the whole crew of his (hip ; but as this did not happen, it is a 
prefumptive proof that Wallis did not carry It thither. 

Bougainville left F ranee in De..cmber 1 766, but he touched at icveral places 
where (bme of his people might have got the difeafe ; the lad of which was 
Rio de la Plata, which he left in November 1767, and arrived at Otaheite in 
April 1768, five months after. This interval of time agrees better with the 
ufual continuance of the difeafe than the length of Wallis's voyage, and there- 
fore from this circumflance it becomes more probable that Bougainville car- 
ried it thither. Befides, h is likely that he could guard his people lefs againft the 
difeafe than Wallis, for Wallis could have his choice of men at his firll fetting 
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out, which was all that was necelTary to prevent his carrying the difeale witli 
him, for he ran no rilk of contradting it afterwards : but although Bougain- 
ville had the fame advantage at iirft, yet he had it not afterwards, for his men 
were in the way of infedtion in feveral places, and he had no opportunity of 
changing them, and probably no great chance of having them cured. The 
circumftance of the diieafe being found by Bougainville at Otaheite foon 
after his arrival, is a kind of proof tliat he carried it thither himfelf ; for I 
obfervod before, that if Wallis had carried it by one man only, this man could 
in a very few days have ib far propagated it, as to have fpread it through the 
whole Blip’s crew ; and as Bougainville arrived at the idand ten months after 
W allis, there was a fufficient time for the inhabitants of the whole iiland to have 
been infedled, and the ravages of the difeafe mufl have been evident to them 
immediately upon their arrival. Bougainville remained only nine days at the 
sdand of Otahdtc, and obferved nothing of the diSenie till fomc weeks after 
his departure, when it was found that ievcral of the crew were infedted, which 
moA probably muft have happened in conlcquence of the poifon being carried 
there by fome of bis own people. It is alfo mentioned by Cook, that the 
Otahdteani aferibed the introdudhon of the diieafe to Bougainville ; and we 
can hardly fuppolc that they would be fo complailant to our countrymen 
as to accuic Bougainville, when they muA have known whether the dilealc 
was imported by Wallis or not, efpeclally as they had no reafon to be partial 
in favour of die people who accompanied the latter. But as we find in 
Cook’s laA voyage, dut the difeale in every form is now there, and as we 
have no new Intelligence of a gonorrhoea being fioce introduced, we muA 
fiippofe that ewery form of the difitafe has been propagated frcun one root, 
which mod: probably was a gonorrheea. _ 

If any doubt AilJ remain with refpedt to the two diiodes being of the fany 
nature, it will be removed by confidcring that the matter produced in both is 
of the fame kind, and has the fame properties ; the proofs of which are, that 
the matter of a gonorrhoea will produce either a gonorrhoea, a chancre, or the 
iues venerea ; and the matter of a chancre will allb produce either a gonor- 
rhoea, a chancre, or the /ues venerea. 

The following cafe is an in ftance of a gonorrhoea producing a lues venerea. 
A gentleman twice centrafbed a gonorrhoea, of which he was cured both 

times 




i6 



OF THE VENEREAL POISON. 



times without mercury. About two months after each he had fymptoms of 
the lues venerea ; thofe In confequence of the firft infedlion were ulcers in the 
throat, which were removed by the external application of mercury ; the 
lymptoms in conlequence of the fecond were blotches on the fltin, for which 
alfo he ul'cd the mercurial ointment, and was cured. We have too many 
c.xamples of chancres producing tlie lues venerea. 

Since it lliould appear from the above, that the gonorrhoea and chancre 
are the effects of the fame poifon, it may be worthy of inquiry, to what 
circumftances two fuch different forms of the difeafe are owing. 

To account for thefe two very different effcdls of the fame poifon, it is 
only neceflary to obferve the difference in the mode of adlion of the parts 
affected when irritated, let the irritation be what it may. The gonorrhoea 
always proceeds from a fecrcting furfoce,* and the chancre is formed on a 
non-focrcting. forface; and in this laff the part to which the poifon is 
applied muff become a fecretii^ forface before matter can be produced. All 
fecreting forfaces in the body being probably fimilar, one mode of application 
only is neceffary to produce this difeafe in them all, which is by the poifonous 
matter limply coming in contact with them. But to produce the chancre, 
the venereal matter may be applied in three different ways; the firft and 
moff certain is by a wound, into which it may be introduced ; the fecond is 
by applying the matter to a forface with a cuticle, and the thinner that 
is it allows the matter to come more readily to the cuds ; and the third is 
by applying the matter to a common fore already formed.. 

The poifon then being the fame in both cafes, why do thty not always 
happen together in the fome perfon f for one would naturally foppofe, that 
the gonorrhoea when it had taken place could not fail to become the cauie 
of a chancre, and that this when it happened firft would produce a gonor- 
rhoea. Although it does not often happen fo, yet it fometimes docs, at 

s 

' By fiereting furfaces I mean all the pallages for extraneous matter, including alfo- die du& of 
glands, fuch as the mouth, note, eyes, anas, and urethra ; and by nm-fecreting furfatts., the external 
Ikin in general. To which I may add a third kind of furface leading from the one to the other, 
as the glam penis, prolabium of the mouth, the infide of the lips, the pudendum ; which furfaces 
partaking of the properties of each, but in a lefs degree, arc capable of being afleftcd in both 
ways, (bmetimes by being excited to kcretion, and at other times to ukeiadon. 
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leaft there is great reafon to believe lb. I have leen cafes where a gonor- 
rhoea came on, and in a few days after in Ibine, in others as many weeks, 
a chancre has appeared : and I have alfo feen cafes where a chancre has 
come hrfe, and in the courfe of it’s cure a running and pain in making water 
have fucceeded. It may be fuppofed that the two difeafes arofe from the 
original infection, and only appeared at diSerent times ; and their not occur- 
ring oftener together would almofe induce us to believe it was lb, lince the 
matter is the lame in both, and therefore capable of producing cither the 
one or the other. 

I fufpe^ that the prefence of one irritation in thefe parts becomes in 
general a preventive of the other, I have alrqtdy obferved, that the two 
parts fympathife in thw difeafes; and it i$ pollible that, that very lym- 
pathy may prevent the appearance of the teal difeafe ; for if an a<^on has 
already taken place which is not venereal, it is impollible that another Ihould 
take place till that ceafes, and it is probable that this lympatby will not ceafe 
while the caufe exciting it cxills ; and therefore when bofo happen in the 
feme perfon at the lame time, 1 fulpedl that either the urethra never had 
fympathifed with the chancre, or if it did at ferfe that the fympathy had 
ccafed, and then the venereal matter might ftimulate the parts to adtion. 

VH, eXF THE CAUSE OF THE POISONOUS qUALITY— 
FERMENTATION— ACTION. 

As coofideratiQb of this point, and tiie being able to account for it, 
wdl throw fe^ne light upon the difeafe, and eure.^ 1 may be aifotved to dwell 
a little upon' it. it has been foppofed by Ibme, that tlK poilbnous quality of 
the matter arifes feom a fermentation taking place in it as foon as it is 
fonined, S|ut whether this ppifonous quality arifes from ^t caufe ; or whe- 
ther the anknal body has a power of producing mgtter according to the 
irritation, given, whereby the living powers whenever irritated in a particular 
manner p;ro4ucc fuch an adti,on in the parts as to generate a matter limilar in 
quality to foat whi(:h excited the adlion, is \vhat I am noty to conlider. 
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In the examination of this fubjeft I flull confine myfelf to tlic gonorrhoea. 
In fupport of cither of the two opinions, it muft be fuppofcd that the 
venereal matter has by its fpccific properties, a power of irritation beyond 
common matter. I have already obferved, that it has the power of exciting 
inflammation even on the common Ikin, and of forming a chancre, which 
power is not poflefled by common matter. In the firft opinion it muft be 
fuppofcd, that there is no fpecific inflammation or fuppuration produced by 
the application of the venereal matter, but only a common inflammation and 
fuppuration, and that the matter capable of producing thefc effects adls as a 
ferment upon the new formed matter, rendering it venereal as foon, or nearly 
as foon asi t is formed ; and as there is a fucceflion of fccretions, there imme- 
diately follows a fucceflion of fermentations. Now, let us fee how for this 
idea agrees with all the variety of phamomcna attending the difeafc. Firft, it 
may be afleed, what becomes of this ferment in many cafes where the fuppur- 
ation does not come on for (bme weeks after the irritation and inflammation 
have taken place? In fuch cafes we can hardly fopp^ the original venereal 
matter to remain, and to a<ft as a ferment. Secondly, when there is a cefladon 
of the difeharge and no matter formed, which fometimes happens for a 
confiderable time, and yet all the lymptoms recur, what is it that produces 
this fermentation a fccond time ? Nothing can, but a new application of frefli 
venereal matter. When, for example, the irritation is tranflated to the tcfticle 
and the difeharge is totally ftopped, as often happens, what becomes of the 
virus } and how is a new virus formed when the irritation foils back upon 
the urethra ? Thirdly, if the poifonous quality were produced by fermentation 
taking place in the matter already formed, it would not be an eafy matter to 
account for the lymptoms ever ceaflng ; for according to my idea of a fer- 
ment, it would never ceafe to aft if new matter were continually added ■, nor 
could any thing poflibly check it but a fubftance immediately applied to the 
part, which could flop or prevent the fermentation taking place in the new 
matter. But as the venereal inflammation in this fpecies of the difcafe is 
not kept up beyond a certain time, the produftion of the poilbn cannot de- 
pend on fermentation. Fourthly, if it depended on a fermentation taking 
place in the fccreted matter all venereal cafes would be alike, nor would one 
be worfe than another, except frohi a greater or (mailer number of fiament- 
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ing places. Upon this fuppofition alfo all cafes would be equally eafy of 
cure, for the fermentation would be equally ftrong in a flight cafe as in a bad 
one ; it can only be fermentation in the matter after it has left the veflcls ; 
and the matter of every fore or fecreting furface would become venereal by 
applying venereal matter to it j which does not happen. 

When the venereal matter has been applied to a fore, fo as to irritate, it 
produces a venereal irritation and Inflammation. But even this does not al- 
ways take place, for the common matter from the fore may remove the vene- 
real matter applied before it can aflfedl the fore, fo as to produce the venereal 
inflammation and fuppuration there. This experiment I have made feveral 
times, and never could produce the venereal inflammation but once. But if 
the venereal matter were capable of adling as a ferment, then it would in 
all cafes produce venereal matter, without altering the nature of the fore. 

• The effedls produced by the venereal poifon appear to me to arife from 
it’s peculiar, or fpecific irritation, joined with the fufeeptibility of the living 
■principle to be irritated by fuch a caufe, and the parts fo irritated adting 
accordingly. I lhall therefore confider it as a poifon, which by irritating 
the living parts in a noaaner peculiar to itfelf, produces an inflammation 
peculiar to that irritation, from which a matter is produced peculiar to the 
inflammation. Let us confider how far this opinion agrees with the various, 
phenomena attending the difeafe. 

Firft, the venereal matter having a greater povrer of irritating than 
common matter,- -approaches nearer to the idea of irritation than of fermen- 
tation. Secondly, it’s producing a fpecific difeafe with fpecific fymptoms 
and appearances, fhows that it has a fp>ecific pwwer of irritation, the living 
powers neceflarily a^ng according to that irritation. Thirdly, the inflam- 
mation having it’s Rated time of appearing and terminating, is agreeable to 
the laws of the animal oeconomy in moft: cafes, as it is a circumftancc 
that takes place in other difeafes that have a crifis j and when the difeafe 
is longer of duration in feme than in others, it is becaufe they are much 
more fufceptiblc of this kind of irritation, and there may be perhaps other 
concurrent circumftances. Fourthly, the venereal inflammation being con- 
fined to a fpecific diftance, is more agreeable to the idea of a fpecific irrita- 
tion, than that of a fermentation. Fifthly, we have a further proof of this 
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opinion, from the appearance of the difeafe being tranflated from one part 
of the body to another, as in the cafe of the fwelled tcfricle, in which the 
difeharge is often flopped or otherwife affected. Sixthly, the difeharge often 
flops from the conflitution being attacked by a fever, and returns after flune 
days or weeks, or not at all, according to the continuance of the fever : 
now we can plainly fee why the fever fliould put a flop to the difeharge, as 
the difpoiition produced by it in a part is very diflerent from that difpofltioR 
which formed the matter ; and wc can plainly foe why the fame difpoiition 
to form matter fliould often return ; but how that return fliould be venereal, 
upon the principles of formentation, we do not fee. Seventhly, the produr 
tion by ait of an irritation of another kind, which is not fpecific, removes 
the fpecific irritation ; now an irritation of another kind cannot prevent the 
fennentation from going on, but may deflroy the venereal irritation. Eighthly* 
the circumftance of particular parts of our body being much mote readily 
irriuted than others by the venereal poifon, when in the conflitution, fliows 
that it arifos from an irritation, and that of a particular kind. Ninthly, 
fome animals are not fufoeptibk of the venereal irritation ; fbr repeated ^ials 
have fliewn that it is impoflible to give it to a dog, a bitch, or an aft*, ft is 
much eafler to fuppofo, that a dog or an afs is not fufoeptible of many 
irritations of which the human body is, which we frnd |o be die cafe in all 
other fpecific difoafos, and mofl poifons, than that matter of thy hvunan body 
is fufoeptible of a change, of which that of the dog or aft is not. 

Tills argument is flill further fupportod by comparing the venpreal poifoa 
with other morbid poifons. The animal poifon, produdfivc of the hydro- 
phobia, foems to be owing to a particular irritation afle^ing certain parts, 
which fhews, that if the body or any part of the body is irritated, it takes on 
A difpofition to a£t in a peculiar manner, and that this mode of affion is capa- 
ble of focreting fudi juices as will throw another aninaal into the feme adtion. 
In the hydrophobia the throat and its glands are particularly affedted ; and 

* I have repeatetU)’ (baked lim hi aistter from a gryiorrhoea, chaiKre, I'ntfodyccd it 

into the vagina of bitches, without producing anycfTedl. I have alfo introtluecd it ipto the vagina 
of alTet, without any effedt. I have introduced it under the prepuce of dogs, without any cfTcdt. 

I have alfo made incifions and introduced it under tlic fkin, and it has only produced a common 
tore. I have made the Cune experiments vpon ailcs, with the (iune refuk. • 
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how the Cillva fhould become of fuch a nature from the fame kind of matter 
being either carried into the conftitudon, or perhaps only by the general lym- 
pathy of the conftitution with a local affoflion, and more particularly with the 
parts about the throat, is not eafily to be accounted for, without fuppofing 
either that the abforbed poifon circulating can produce a fpccific conflitutional 
adtion capable of affefting the throat and glands there, juft as the poifon of the 
fmall pox aflofts the /kin, or that the circulating poifon has power to affefl: or 
irritate the glands of the mouth only, or that thole parts only arc capable of * 
immediately fympathyling with the part irritated, as the mufcles of die lower 
jaw are when they produce the locked jaw. , 

If this theory is juft, it accounts for epidemical di/ea/es arilingfiom fialbns, 
air, 6cc. irritating in liich a manner, as to produce a fever, the effluvia of which 
lhall irritate in the fame manner; for it is not in the leaft material how the 
original irritadon aril«, it is only neoeftkry that the animal fhould a£l accord* 
ing to the ftimulus given by that irritation. , . 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE MODE OF VENEREAL INFECTION. 

E very InfofHous has its peculiar manner of being caught, and 

among mankind there is generally fomething peculiar in the way of life, 
or Ibrne attending circumftance which cxpolcs them at one time or other to 
contradi fuch difeafes, and which if avoided would prevent their propagation. 
The itch for infbincc is generally caught by a fpecies of civility, the (baking 
of hands, therefore the hand is moft commonly the firft part affedled. And 
as the venereal poifbn is generally caught by the connedlion between the (exes, 
the parts of generation commonly firft fulfer j from this circumftance people 
do not rufpedl: this difeafe when the fymptoms are any where elle, while 
they always fufpedt it in every complaint of thole parts. 

In the lower clafs of people, one as naturally thinks of the itch when there 
is an eruption between the fingers, as we do in young men of the venereal 
dilcafe from the genitals being affedled ; but as every fecreting furface whether 
cuticular or non-cuticular, as was explained before, is liable to be infedlcd by 
the venereal poilbn when it is applied to them, it is pofflble for many other parts 
befides the genitals to receive this difeafe, therefore it appears in the anus, 
mouth, nofe, eyes, ears, and, as has been (aid, in the nipples of women from 
giving fuck to children who have it in their mouths ; which children have 
been infbSed in the birth from the parts of the mother being difeafed. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF THE DIFFERENT FORMS OF THE DISEASE. 

T he venereal poilbn is capable of afiefling the human body in two 
different ways ; locally, that is, in thofe parts only to which it is firft 
applied ; and conflitutionally, that is, in confequence of the abforption of 
the venereal pus which afiedts parts while diffufed in the circulation. 

Between the firft and fecond kind, or the local and conftitutional', certain 
intermediate complaints take place in theprogrefs of abforption ; theft are in- 
flanunations and fuppurations forming wlut are called buboes, in which the 
matter is of the fame nature with that of the original diftaft. 

When the matter has got into the conftitution, and is circulating with the 
blood, it there irritates to aflion. There are produced from that irritation 
many local diftafts, as blotches on the Ikin, ulcers in the tonfils, thickening 
of the periofteum and bones. , ■ 

The local or firft kind is what I have called immediate, arifing immediately 
upon the application of venereal pus. Of this kind there are two forts ftem- 
ingly very different from one another. In the firft there is a formation of 
matter without a breach in the fblids, called a gonorrhoea. In the ftcond 
there is a breach in the folids, called a chancre. Neither of theft two ways in 
which the diftaft fbews itftlf is owing to any thing peculiar in the kind of 
poifon applied, but to the difierence in the parts contamiruted. 

The readinefs with which the parts run into violent a^ion, in this fpccies 
of inflammation, is greater or lefs according to the nature of the parts aftwfted; 
which perhaps does not arift from any fpecific difference in the parts, but is 
according to the common principle of ftnfibility and irritability ; for we find 
that the vagina is not fo much difpoftd to inflammation in this diftaft, as the 



‘ I have called this form of the diteafe, confHtutional ; yet it is not ftrifliy Co, for every complaint 
in confequence of it is truly local, and is produced by the fimplc application of the poifon to the 
parts. 
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urethra is in the fame fex, bccaufc it is not fo fcnfible. However it is poflible 
there may be fome fpecific difpofition to irritation and indammation in the 
urethra in man; and what would incline mo to think fo is, that this canal is 
perhaps oftener out of order than any other, producing a great variety of 
fvmptoms. 

; ' ■ ■ .O 

I. VARIETIES IN DIFFERENT CONSTITUTIONS. 

This difeafe when it appears in the form cither of a gonorriioea or a chancre 
difiirs very much in the violence of its fymptofns in difibrertt people. In ibme 
it is extremely mild, in others extremely violetlt. Wlien mild, it is generally 
fimple in its fymptoms, having but few and thofe of no great extent, being 
much confined to the fpecific diftancC ; but When violent, it becomes more 
complicated in its lyinptoms, having a greater Variety, and extending hfelf 
beyond the fpecific difeance. This does not arife from any variety in the fpe- 
cific virtue of the poifon, but from a diffeience in the 4ifpofiticn and mode of 
adlion of the body, or parts of the body j fome being hardly fufccptible of this 
or any irritation, others being very fufccptible of it, and of every other irritation, 
foas readily to run into violent afllon. ’ 

The venereal irritation however dOefs not always follow theft roles ; for I 
have known young men, in whom a fore from common accident healed up 
readily, yet the irritation attending a gonorrhoea would be violent, and a 
chancre would inflame and fpread with great rapidity, and even mortify. 'Oh 
the other hand I have known young men in whom a fore from common vio- 
lence has been healed with great difficulty, yet when they had contracted a 
gonorrhoea or chancre, the difcaft has been mild and cafily curable. 

In particular people it is either mild or fevere for the moft part, uniformly. 
In the firll ftated difpofitions it is not invariably fo, but then I believe there is 
fome indifpofition at the time. I have known fevcral gentlemen who had 
their gonorrhoeas fo flight in common, that they frcijuently cured thcmftlves j 
but it has fo happened, that a gonorrhoea has been remarkably fevere, which 
baffling all their fldll they have applied for afflftance, but then they were foon 
attacked with the lymptoms of a fever, and wlien the fever has gone off the 
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fymptoms of ihe gonorrhoea immediately became mild. I may now allb ob- 
(erve, that when the diieafe is in the form of a lues venerea, diilerent conftitu- 
tions arc differently affeded, in fome it’s progrefs is very rapid, in others it is 
very flotv. 
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01< THE LUES VENEREA BEING THE CAUSE OF 

OTHER DISEASES. 

E very animal may l>e Cild to have natural tendencies to dil^fed adlions, 
which may be conlidered as predifpofing caufes, and thefe may be 
called into action whenever the immediate caull* takes place, which may be 
luch as to have no connexion with thefe tendencies, and cannot therefore 
be confidered as the caiifc of die difeafe. One difeafe fliall excite another, 
and therefore is fuppoled to be the foie caufc of it, as flight fevers, or colds, 
fmall pox, and meafles, become frequently the immediate caufe of Icrofula, 
and certain derangements of the natural adbions of tlie body often bring on 
the gout, agues, and other difeafes ; but thefe dileafes will be always more 
or lefs according to the conftitution and p>arts j and the conAitutions will 
differ according to circumftances, which may be numerous ; two of thefe 
however will be local fituation, and age. 

In this country the tendency to fcrofula arlfes from the climate, which 
is in many a predifpofing caufe, and only requires feme derangement to 
become an immediate caufe and produce the whole difeafe. 

■ The venereal dheafe alfo becomes often the immediate caufe of other 
diforders, by calling forth latent tendencies to action. This does not happen 
from its being venereal, but from it’s having deftroyed the natural actions, 
fo that the moment the venereal action and difpofition is terminated, the 
other takes place ; and I have feen in many cafes the tendency fo very 
llrong, that it has taken place before the venereal has been intirely fub- 
dued j for by purluing the mercurial courfe the fymptoms have grown 
worfc J but by taking up the new difpofition, and rendering it lefs adtive 
than the venereal, the venereal has come into adbion anew ; and thefe effedls 
have taken place alternately feveral times. In fuch cafes it is a lucky cir- 
cumftance when the two modes of treatment can be united ; but where they 
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in oppoQuon it i? w^ry unfortunjite.', ;If the. venereal difeait; attacks the 
lungs, although that difpolition may be corre^eijA cpnfumption may enfue; 
ai^ in |ike m^ntujr where, the. bones .ore alfedlifd, or the nofe, fcrofulous 
iW;JJing^ pr ^)ula l^crym?ljs i>W be.llie cpp^ufince, though the dilcafe 
/nay have been cured. 

J^Jany of.the difeaffs arifing from tius eauft appear tp hd peculiar to fuch 
caufes, and feem to be formed out of the conftitution, the difeafe, and 
pji^thotl of cure j ithctelbrcit is th<ficult to'fay of vvhat nature fuch a dilcafe 
may bdj ib«t. it will in gerifral bstve a particular, tendency from tlie confti- 
4mion i apd if 'v<e are acquaint^ vyith;the general tendency of a conlUtution 
tp,){i/j(pc(^ that qs the IbopgeR caufe. and that the difeifc’ will partake 
iDOrp of h tj^h of thcoth??* Ift thk country theft complaints have moft 
pDovnonly a fcrofuloos tendency, a/od are often truly fcrqfulous, .the diftafe 
partahiqg naore sf thal-ftncftncy chan 4my other. 

Parts havp Alfe.thflr pecqhAr t^dc^jes^tp diftafes, which are ftronger 
than thofe of the conftitution at large, and when ihjured they will of courfe 
fall into the difeafcd acSion ariling from fuch tendencies, therefore when, 
parts have had their natural adlions deftroyed by a venereal irritation, 
thoft tendencies will be brought into aftion ; and therefore the difeafes 
arifing from the tendencies of fuch parts are to be kept in view. They 
will afliftcd likewife by local fituation and age. 

In particular countries, and in young people, the tendency to fcrofula 
will be predominant ; therefore buboes in them will more readily become 
fcrofulous. In old people they may form cancers j and when in parts of 
the body which have a greater tendency to cancer, that difeafe will niore 
readily take place. 

The want of knowledge and attention to this fubie<fl has been the caufe of 
many miftakes, for whenever fuch effedts have been produced in confequence 
of the venereal difeaft it has immediately been blamed, and not only as a cauft, 
but it has been fuppofed to be the difeafe itfelf. This is an inference natural . 
enough for thofe who cannot fee that a variety of caufes arc capable of pro- 
ducing one effedl, or in other words, that where the predifpofing caufe is the 
fame, a variety of immediate caufes may produce the fame adtion. It fliews 

great 
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great ignorance however to.fupp<^ the venereal difeafe can be both the pre- 
difpofing and immediate caule. ' 

When the venereal difealc attacks the urethra, it often becomes itlclf the 
predifpofing caufe of abfceflcs, and many other gsmplaints ; when it attacks 
tlic outfide of the penis, forming chancres, they often ulcerate fo deep as to 
conununicate with the urethra, producing fiftula in the urethra, and often 
continued phymofes. 

In deferibing difeafes which like tlie venereal difeafe admit of a great va- 
riety of fymptoms, we Ihould keep a middle line, firft giving the moft conunon 
fymptoms of the difeafe in each form, then the varieties which moft commonly 
occur, and laft of all the moft uncommon ■, but it will be impoftible to take 
notice of every poflible variety, therefore when a variety occurs not mentioned, 
it is not to be fuppofed that the airthor is leading his readers aftray, or is 
unacquainted with the difeafe at large j for if his general principles are juft» 
they will help to explain moft of the ftngularities of the difeafe. - 
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PART II. 

CHAPTER I. 

OF GONORRHOEA. 

W HEN an irritating matter of any kind is applied to *a fecreting 
furfece, it increaljes that fccretion, and changes it from it’s natural 
Rate (whatever that be) to fome other, which in the prefent difeafe is a pus. 

When this takes place in the urethra it is called a gonorrhcra j and as it 
arifes from the matter being applied to a non-cuticular furface, which 
naturally fecretes fome fluid, it is of no conlequence in what part of the 
body this furface is ; for if in the anus it will produce a fimilar difchargc 
there, and a fimilar effedl on the infidc of the mouth, nofe, eyes, and ears. 
It is conceived by Ibme, that gonorrhoeas may take place without the above- 
mentioned immediate caulc •, that is, that they may arife from the conftitu- 
tion j if fo, they muft be fimilar to what is fiippolcd to be a venereal 
ophthalmia. But from the analogy of other venereal affeflions proceeding 
from the conftitution, I very much fuffieit the exiftence of either the one 
or the other : for when the poifon is thrown upon the mouth, throat, or 
nole, it produces ulcers, and not an increaletl fccretion like a gonorrhma. 
But we never find an ulcer on the infide of the cyc-lids in thofc ophthal- 
mias ; and gonorrhccas in the urethra are too frequent to proceed from fuch 
a caufe. 

Till about the year 1753 it was generally fuppofed, that the matter from 
the urethra in a gonorrhota arofc from an ulcer or ulcers in that pafliige ; 
but from obfervation it was then proved that this was not the calc. 

It may not be irhproper to give here a fliort hillory of the difeovery of 
matter being' formed by inflammation without ulceration. In the winter 

I ' J749. 
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1749, a child was brought into the room ufcd for difleSion, in Covent 
Garden, on opening of whole thorax a large quantity of pus was found 
loole in the cavity, with the fiu'fice of the lungs and the pleura furred 
over with a more folid fubftance fimilar to coagulablc lymph. On re- 
■moving this from thole furfaces they were found intIre. This appearance 
being new to Dr. Hunter, he lent to Mr. Samuel Sharp, deliring his 
attendance, and to him it alfo appeared new. Mr. Sharp afterwards in the 
year 1750, publilhed his Critical Enquiry, in which he introduced this 
fa<ft, “ That matter may be formed without a breach of fubftance not 
mentioning whence he had derived this notion. It was ever after taught by 
Dr. Hunter in his Icdlures ; we however find writers adopting it without 
quoting either Mr. Sharp or Dr. Hunter. So much being known, I vvts 
aiuious to examine whether the matter in a gonorrhoea was formed in the 
lame way. In the fpring of 1753 there was an execution of eight men, 
two of whom 1 knew had at that time very fevere gonorrhoeas. Their bodies 
being procured for this particular ptirpolc, we were very accurate in our exami- 
nation, but found no ulceration, the two urethras appeared merely a little 
blood-lhot, cfiiecially near the glans. This being another new fiuft alcertained, 
it could not efcape Mr. Gataker, ever attentive to hjs emolument, who 
was then attending Dr. Hunter’s loftures, and allb pnufUfing dilTe^lion under 
me. He publilhed, foon after in 1754, a treadle on this difeale, and 
explained fulh , that the matter in a gonorrhoea did not arife from an ulcer, 
without mentioning how he acquired this knowledge j and it has ever lince 
been adopted in publications on this fubjetft. Since the period mendoned 
above, I liave conftantly paid particular attention to this circumftancc, and 
have opened the urethra of many who at the time of their death had a 
gonorrhoea, yet have never found a fore in any ; but always oblerved that 
the urethra near the glans was more blood-ftiot than ufual, and that the 
lacunae were often filled with matter. I have indeed fecn an inftance of a 
fore a little within tlie uretlira ; but this fore was not produced by any 
ulceration of the furface, but from an inflammation taking place probably 
in one of the glands, which produced an abfeefs in the part, and that 
abfeefs opened its way into the urethra. The very fame lore opened a way 
through externally at the frinum, fo that there was a ne\v palTage 
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the urine. Indeed the method of curing a gonorrhoea might hare fhown 
that it could not depend • upon a venereal ulcer j for there is hardly an 
inftance of a venereal ulcer being cured but by mercury, except by efeha . 
rotics. We know however that moll gonorrhoeas are curable without 
mercury j and what is ftill more, without any medical adlllance, which 1 
believe is never the cafe with a chancre. This fadl of there being no ulcers 
was firll taught publicly by Dr. Hunter at his leAures in the year 1750, 
but he did not attempt to account for it. 



I. OF THE TIME BETWEEN THE APPLICATION AND - 
'• EFFECT. 

In mod didales there is a certain time between the application of the 
-caufe, and the appearance of the cffcdl. In the venereal dileale this time is 
found to- vary conlideraWy, owing probably to the date of the conditutioii 
when the infedlion was received. Each form of the dileale all© varies in this j 
Tefpe€l ; the gonorrhoea and chancre being earlier in their appearance after 
contamination than the lues venerea, and of the two former the gonorrhoea 
appearing fooner than the chancre. In the gonorrhoea the times of appear- 
ance are very different j I have had realbn to believe that in feme the poifon 
•has taken effwft in a ftw hours, while in others it has been fix weeks j and I 
have had examples of it in all the intermediate periods ; lb for however as we 
can rely upon the veracity of our patients, and farther evidence we cannot 
have, fix, eight, ten, or twelve days would appear to be the mod common 
period, though it is capable of affefting fome people much fooner, and others 
much later. I was informed by a married gentleman who came from the 
country and left his wife behind him, that in a frolick he went to a bagnio and 
had connexion with a woman of the town j the next morning he left her, 
and he- had no Iboner got to his lodging than he felt a moidure of the part, 
and upon infpedlion he found a beginning gonorrhoea, which proved a very 
troublefdmc one. I was told by another gentleman, that he had been with a 
woman over night, and in the morning the gonorrhoea appeared ; the lame 
happened to him twice. I ^vas informed by a third gentleman, that the dif. 
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charge appeared in fix-and-thirty hours after the application of the poilbn. lit 
the above-mentioned patients the infection muft have arilcn from the poifoa 
applied at thole ftated times, as none of them had an opportunity of receiving 
the infection for many weeks before. .... . . t 

Thet'e alTertions from men of veracity, and where there could be no temp- 
tation to deceive, not even an imaginary one, are fufficient evidences. On the 
other hand, upon equally good authority, I have been informed that lix weeks 
alter the application had palled, before any lymptom appeared. The patient 
had Arange and uncommon complaints preceding the running, fuch as an 
unufual fenfation in the parts, with moA of the other fymptoms of gonorrheea 
except the difeharge. He had the fame complaint about twelve months after- 
wards, and then it was four weeks from the application of the poifon before it 
appeared, giving for fome part of that time the former difagreeable Icnlations ; 
but from his late experience he fufpefted what was coming."' From tliis I am 
inclined to believe that it leldom or never lies perfcftly quiet lb long, and that 
tlic inflammatory Aate may take place for fomc conAderable time before the 
fuppurativej and in thefe calcs there is lefs difpofition for a cure, as the very 
dif}K)lition which forms a running is in general a lalutary one, and is an inter- 
mediate Aep between the difeafe, which is the inflammation, and the cure j for 
in the time of fuppuration a change has taken place in the vcAcls producing 
tlic formation of matter. If this change Ihould never take place it is not 
ceruin wliat would be the conlequcnce j whether the inflammation would go 
off without fuppuration, as in many common inflammations, I have not been 
able to determine, but Ihould fufpeft that it would continue much longer than 
ufual, becaufe the parts have not compleated their aftions ; and I alfo fufpe^ 
that fuch cafes always arife from fomc peculiarity of conAitution. 

II. OF THE DIFFICULTY OF DISTINGUISHING THE 
VIRULENT FROM THE SIMPLE GONORRHCEA. • 

The furface of the urethra is fubjeft to inflammation and fuppuration from 
various other caufes befidcs the venereal poilbn j and fometimes difcliarges 
happen f^x>atancoully when no immediate caule can be afligned; fuch nuy be 
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called fimple gonorrheeas, and have nothing of the venereal infofUon in them ; 
though thofc that have been fbnncrly fubjeft to virulent gonorrhoKis arc 
moft liable to them. It is given as a diftinguiihing nurk betwean the fimple 
and the virulent gonorrhoea, that the fimple comes on immediately after 
copulation, and is at once violent} whereas the virulent com« on Ibmc days 
after, and gradually. But the fimple is not in all calcs a conlequence of a 
man’s having had connedHon with women, it does not always come on at 
once, nor is it always free from pain. On the other hand we lee many 
venereal gonorrhoeas that begin without any appearance of inflammation; and 
I have been very much at a lofs to determine whether they were venereal or 
not ; for there are a certain clals of lymptoms common to almoft all dilcalcs 
of the urethra, from which if is difficult to diftinguifli the few that arife 
foldy from the fpecific afiedtion. I have known the urethra-lympathile with 
the cutting of a tooth* producing all the fymptoms of a gonorrhoea, and this 
happened feveral times in' the fiime patient. Tlie urethra is known to be 
Ibmetimes the feat of the gout.* I have known it the feat of the rheumatilm. 
The urethra of thofe who HavC had venereal complaints is more apt to exhibit 
fymptoms fimilar to gonorrhoea, than it is of thofe who' have hever had any 
fuch complaint ; and it is generally in confequcnce of the parts having been 
hurt by that difeafe that the fimple'gonorrhoea comes on ; whidh perhaps is 
alfb a realbn why they are in Ibme meafure fimilar. ■ In this complaint a 
difeharge and even pain attacks the urethra, and firange fenfetions are every 
now and then felt in thefe parts, which is either a retutn of the fymptCHns of 
the venereal difealc without virus, mayarife as it u'cre Ipontaneoufly, or may 
be a conlequence of fome other difeafe.' When it is in confequcnce of Ibme 
IbtTner venereal gonorrhoea it is feldom conftant, and may be called a tem> 
por.iry gleet, ccaling for .1 time and then returning; but in fuch cafes the 
farts feldom fwcll ; the glans does not change to tlic ripe cherry colour, nor 
does itfweat a kind of matter. Such a complaint, as a difeharge without virus 
is .known to exift: by its coining on when thm has been no late connection 
with women, and likcwife by its coming on of its own accord where tlierc 
had never been any former venereal complaint, nor any chance of infedlion. 

* Nxt. Hill, of Teeth, pt. II. p. 126. * Ellays aiul Obf. Phyf. and Liter, of Edin. v. III. p. 42J. 
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From it$ commonly going off loon, both in tho(e who have had connection 
with women, and in thole who have not, it becomea very dilhcult in imny 
cales to iletennine whether it is venereal, for it k often thought venereal when 
it really is not to and on the other hand it may be fuppofel to be only a 
return of the gleet, when it is truly venereal } but perhaps this k not ib ma- 
tcrial a circumAance as might at fiiA be fappofed. Thelc diieafcs may be 
conhdered only as an inconvenience intailed on thole who have had the vc»e> 
real gonorrhoea j no certain cure for them if Jumwnt they are funilar to the 
j&uor albuf in women. 



III. OF THE COMMON FINAL INTENTION OF SUPPURA- 
TION NOT ANSWERING IN THE PRESENT DISEASE., 

When a Iccredng fur face has once received the inflammatory aCUon, it’s 
fberetions arc increaibd, aod.vilibly altered; allb when the iiTitatkm has 
produced inflanunation and an ulcer in the iblid parts, a ibmtion of matter 
takes fdaoe, the intention of which in both Ibesms to be to walh away the 
irritating matter) fo that irritations are endeavouring to produce their own 
deftrudion, like a mote in the ^e which by incrcaliog the iecnetion of tears is 
itfelf waAied away. But in inflammadoas arifing from fpecilic or morbid 
poilbns this elRCt cannot be produced ) Sot although the 6rft irriuting matter 
be walhed away, yet the new matter formed has the Suae quality with the 
original } and thereflxe upon the Aune principle, it would produce a perpe- 
tual foccelEon of irritationt, and of courie fecretions, eveo if there were no 
other cauie for the continuance than it’s own matter. But the venereal in- 
flammarion k not kept up by the pus which k formed) but like many other 
l{«cihc dilmfos, by the Iptxific quality of the inflammadon itlclf. This 
inflammation boweva it would appear can only laA a limited tunc) the 
fymptems pBCiiliar to it vaniAang of themielves by the parts becoming Ids 
and Ids fufoqdibk of irritation. This circumAance is not peculiar to this 
particular form of the venereal difeafe ) it is perhaps common to almoA every 
difeafe that can aAcft the human body. From hence it will appear, that the 
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coafisquent venereal matter hat no power of continuing the original irritation, 
and indeed if this were not the caic there would be no end to the dheafe. 

As the living principle in many diIol« is not capable of continuing the 
addon, it aUb lo&s this power in the prelent, when the difeale is in the 
form of a gonorrhcea, and the effe<S is at lafl: flopped, the irritation ceahng 
gradually. This cefTation will vary according to circumftances ; for if the 
irritated parts are in a Hate very fufceptible of fuch irritations, in all proba-' 
bility their adions will be nxxe violent and continued longer but in all calcs 
the didbence mud arife from the didbence in the conditution, and not from 
any diderence in the poilbn itfelf. 

The circomdance of the diibdc ceafing fpontaneoully, only happens when 
it attacks a fecreting fur&ce, and when a fecretion of pus is produced ; for 
when it atucks a non-lccreting dirface, and produces it’s efl^s there, that 
(S an ulcer ; the parts lb adeded are capable of continuing the didale, or 
this mode of adion, for ever, as will be taken notice of when we lhall here- 
after condder chancre. But this didbence between fpontaneous and non- 
fpontaneous cure, faems to depend more on the didbence in the two modes 
of adhon, than on the didbeoce in the two furfaces ; for when the diicale 
produces an ulcer on a dbereting fur&ce, which it often does from the 
conditution, at on the tondls, it has no difpodtion to cure of itfelf ; nor 
in the urethra, in a recent calc, if ulcers are formed there, would they heal 
more readily than when formed any where elfe. 

The common pradke proves thele fads ; we every day lee gonorrhoeas 
cured by the mod ignorant ; but in chancre, or the /ues venerea, more dull 
is ncccdary : the realba is obvious, gonoiThcca cures itlclf, whild the other 
fonns of the difeale require the alCdance of art. 

It Ibmctimes happens that the parts which become irritated fird, get well, 
while another part of the Iknae fnrface receives the irritation, which continues 
the dilbife, as happens when it Ihifts from the glans to the urethra. 

From this drcuradance of all gonorrhoeas ceadng without medical help, 
I Ihould doubt very much the podibility of a perlbn getting a ftelh gonor- 
rhoea while he has that difcafc; or of his increafing the fame by the appli- 
cation of ftelh matter of it’s own kind ; and this oblbvation holds in all the 
forms of the difcafc ; for it has been proved that the application of the 
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matter from a gonorrho?a to a buboe does not in the leaft retard the cure of 
that buboe; nor does the matter of a chancre applied to a buboe, nor the 
inatter of a buboe applied to a chancre, produce any bad cfieft ; though if 
venereal matter is applied to a common fore it will often produce the vene- 
real irritation. By all which I am led to believe that the venereal matter 
fonned in a gonorrhcca does not aflift in keeping up that gohorrlicea j for it 
is only an application of matter whofe poifon and effeds are exadly fimilar 
to the effeds upon the folids already produced; and that nothing could 
increafe or continue the cited but fomething that is capable of increafing 
the difpofition of the parts themfelves for' fuch inflammation, or making 
them more fiifceptible of it. We find befides, ‘ that a gonorrhoea may be 
cured while there is a chancre, and vice verfa : now if frelh venereal matter 
was capable of keeping up the difeafe, no gonorrheea could ever get well, 
while there is this fupply of venereal matter.* From all this it is reafonable to 
fuppofe that fuch a furfacc of an animal body is not capable of being irritated 
by it’s own matter ; nor is it capable of being irritated beyond a certain time ; 
and therefore if frelh venereal matter were continued to be applied to the 
urethra of a nun who had a gonorrheea, that it would juft go olf as foon as 
if no fuch application had been made, and get as foon well as if great pains 
had been taken to walh it’s own matter away. The lame reafoning holds 
good in chancres. 

I carry this idea ftill further, and aflert that the parts become lefs fulccp- 
tible of the venereal irritation ; and that not only a gonorrhtea could not be 
continued by the application of either it’s own or frelh matter ; but that a 
man could not get a frelh gonorrhoea nor a chancre if he applied frelh 

* When treating of pus, in my leflore*, I obferved that I was inclined to believe that no 
matter, of whatever kind, can produce any effecl upon the part that formed it : nor do 1 believe 
that the matter of any fore, let it be what it will, ever does or can do any hurt to that fore ; for 
the parts which formed the matter are of the lame nature, and cannot be irrilatcti by that which 
they produced, 'exceiu extraneous matter is joined with it. The gland which forms the poifori 
of the viper, and the duel which conveys it to the tooth, are not ireitsited by the poifon : and it 
would appear from Abbe Fontana’s cxperimciits, that the viper cannot be alTcifled by it’s own 
poifon. V ide Traitc fur le Venin dc la Viperc, par M. F. Fontana, vol. i. page 12. If what J 
have now advanced is true, wiping, or walhing away matter under the idea of keeping the parts 
clean, is in every cafc abfurd. 
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venereal matter to the parts when the cure is nearly c(»n|deteci, and Con* 
tinoed the application ever after, or at kail at fuch intervals as were within 
the eikdt of habit. For 1 can conceive that in time the parts may 
become ib habitoated to this application as to be inlenfible of it ; for by a 
pretty conftant application the parts would never be allowed to forget this 
irritation, or rather never become unaccuftomed to it j and therefore this 
fupply of frefh matter could not affedt the parts fo as to renew the diieafe 
till they firft recovered their original and natural ftatc, and then they would 
be capable of being aftbftcd again. 

This opinion is not derived from theory only, but is deduced from expe- 
rience and obfervation ; for we find that a man (hall immediately after having 
a gonorrhoea have frequent connections with women of the town, and that 
for years, without catching the difbife ; yet a frefh man fhall contract it 
immediately from the very fame woman j and if the firft mentioned man was 
to be out of the habit of this irritation for fbme time, he then would be as 
ready to catch it as the other. Where this habit is not fb ftrong as to pre- 
vent altogether the parts from being afieCted, yet it will do it in part $ and 
it is a ftrong proof of this, that moft people have their firft gonorrhoea the 
worft, and the fucceeding ones generally become milder and milder till the 
danger of infection almoft vanifhes. 

The following faCts fcem to explain this : A married man who had con- 
nection only with his wife for feveral years, afterwards llept with a woman 
with whom he had formerly cohabited, but not for fbme time, fhe gave 
him a fevere gonorrhoea, and declared that fhe knew nothing of it. He put 
himfelf and her under my care? and while they were going on with their 
cures they ftill continued to have connection with each other, which f 
readily allowed. He got well, and it was fuppofed fhe got well alfb j the 
intcrcourfc was continued between them for many months after, without 
any mifehief received on his fide, or any fufpicion of remaining difeafe on 
hers. 

At laft this connection was broken oft, and fhe formed another attach- 
ment; fhe no fooner formed this new attachment than Ihe gave her new 
lover a gonorrhoea ; flic now flew to me for a cure, and declared that fhe 
had no connection but with thefc two gentlemen ; and therefore that the 
■ L prefent 
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prefent dileafc muft be the feme for which I had attended her formerly. 
Her fecond lover was not a patient of mine ; but I gave her medicines 
which (he very much negledled taking. Her lover continued his connec- 
tion, as the lirft had done, for fcvcral months after he had got well, 
without any further infctflion from her ; but unfortunately her firft lover 
returned about a twelvemonth after, and thinking himfelf fecure, as Ihc 
lived in peace with the prefent, had connet^lion with her again, and but 
once, the confcquence however \vas, a gonorrlKca. 

Had the woman the gonorrhoea all this time ? And what was the reafon 
of thefe gentlemen not catching the difeafe, except after the acquaintance 
had been interrupted for fome time ; was it tlie effcil of habit by which the 
parts loll their fufeeptibility of that irritation ? 

The cafe of a young woman from the Magdalen hofpital is a llriking 
proof of this, as far as circumllances can prove a fail. She was received 
into that houfe, and continued the ufual time, which is two years. The 
moment flic came out flie was picked up by one who was in waiting for her 
with a poll-chaile to carry her off immediately ; flie gave him a gonorrhoea. 

This opinion of parts being fo habituated to this irritation as hardly to 
be affedted by it, is ftrengthened by obferving, that in the gonorrhoea the 
violent fymptoms Hull often ceafe, and the difeafe fliall Hill continue, fpin- 
ning itfelf out to an amazing length, with no other fymptoms than a dif- 
charge, yet that difeharge fliJl be venereal; this I have frequently feen: 
and the following is an abllracl of a lingular calc of this kind. 

A gentleman had connedlion with a woman of the town, and received a 
venereal gonorrhoa in the beginning of April 1780. He, at firft, could 
hardly believe it to be venereal, as he had kept the woman in the country, 
where Ihe had fcarcely ever been out of his fight ; but the violent pain in 
making water, great running, chordee, and fwclled tefticlc, convinced him 
that it was venereal. When the cure was going on tolerably well, and he 
had got tlie better of one fwelled tefticle, the other began to fwell ; how- 
ever, all the lymptoms gradually difeppeared, except the chordee, hardnefs 
of the epididymis, and a fmall gleet wluch was llimy. On the 1 2th of 
June he went into the country ; while in the country the chordee went off, 
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and the hardnefs of the epididymis entirely dilappeared, but Rill a flimy gleet 
remained, although but trifling. 

September the firft, he married a young lady, and endeavouring to enter 
the vagina, he found great difficulty, which brought on a return of the 
chordec, and an increafed dilcharge. On the loth, ffie began to complain 
of heat, and pain, and of a difficulty and frequency in making water, and 
when ffie made water tliere was forced out fome matter j ffie had alfo a 
dull heavy pain, and a fenfe of weight at the bottom of her belly, and round 
her hips, with great forenefs of the parts when ffie ixt ; thele lymptoms 
had been preceded by an itching about the orifice of the vagina. 

By taking a mercurial pill, and rubbing the parts with mercurial oint- 
ment, in about eight days the violence of the fymptoms abated ; they were 
now allowed to cohabit, but whenever they came together, the pain which 
ffie fuffered was exceffive. The parts were waffied with a folution of cor- 
rofive fublimate and fugar of lead, and anointed with mercurial ointment, 
which applications being condnued for fome dme, the forenefs went off. 
He was treated medically, and afterwards all was well. 

Here was a venereal gonorrhoea contradted about the beginning of April ; 
all the fymptoms had difoppeared by the firft of June, and there only 
remained fome of the confequences, fuch as chordee, hardnefs of the epi- 
didymis, and a difeharge of a little flimy mucus, which could only be 
obferved in the morning. In a ffiort time the chordee and hardnefs in the 
epididymis had intirely gone off, and merely the fmall difoharge of mucus 
which appeared only in the morning remained ; yet three months after he 
communicated the difeafe to his wife. 

I was confulted in the following cafe by the fiirgeon who attended July 
13th, 1783, a perfon had connection with a woman of the town : the 30th, 
that is feventeen days after, a gonorrhoea came on, which was violent. He 
took mercurial pills and gentle purges ; in twelve days the violent fymptoms 
abated, and about the 4th of September the difoharge was flopped. The 9th 
it began to appear again, but only lafted a few days j and would come and go 
in this way fome times every two days j often fix or feven days. On the 28th 
of September he had connection with his wife, while he had a finall difoharge. 
The 9th of October he had connection again, and three days after flie com- 
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pUined of heat lii making water, witli a dilciur^ and other fymptonu of 
gonorrhoea which were violent. About the latter end of Odlober her com- 
plaints were almoU removed; fome only of the fymptoms appearing and 
difappearing till January 1784, when he had connection with her to try 
whether Ihc could ^vc it him, viz. three months after the ftcond connection, 
and in fourteen days after this he had all the fymptoms of a gojiorrhcea. 
April 29th he was not perfectly well, having a difeharge with a pain in the 
perineum, and (he allb bad adifoharge. If this laft attack in January 1784, 
in him was a gonorrhoea, then of courfe die muft have had it ; and alfo of 
courfe he muft have loft his in the intermediate time, between the 9th of 
October 1783, and January 1784; for if he had had it alfo then, it could 
not have produced any eifeCt upon him. 

It was impoftible to fey whether they had now the infection or not, for 
any trials upon themfelves would prove but little, except one of them only 
iiad it ib as to infeCt the other ; but if both had it no alteration could take place 
in cither ; as it could not be afeertained whether they had the difeafe or not, 
and as there were Aifpicious fymptoms in both, when joined with all the 
circumftances, the attending furgeon and I thought it moft prudent to treat 
them as if aftually affeCted with a gonorrhoea. 

If it is true, as is afterted in the voyage round the world, that the vcneieal 
difeafe was carried to Otaheite, it fhews that it can be long retained after all 
ideas of it’s exiftence have ceafed ; and when it is retained for fuch a length 
of time it is moft probably in the form of gonorrhoea.* 

In like manner, a venereal buboe, if it could be kept a confiderable time 
between the point of fuppuration and refolution, would become indolent from 
habit, continue in that point of fufpenlion, and remain perhaps almoft incu- 
rable ; fuch 1 think I iuve feeo. 



IV. OF THE VENEREAL GONORRHCEA. 

In treating of the feat, extent, and fymptoms of gonorrhoea, I fhall begin 
with fuch particulars as arc conftant or moft frequent, and take them as much 
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as pofllble in the order they becoinc left fo j for there is confiderable variety 
in different gonorrhoeas. ’ 

<• . . . • ‘ f ! ■ 

V. OF THE SEAT OF. THE DISEASE IN BOTH SEXES. 

1 f 

The feat of this difeafe in both fexcs is commonly the parts of generation : 
in men it is generally the urethra, though it fometimes takes place on the 
infide of the prepuce and iur&ce of the glans : in women it is the vagina, 
urethra, labia,' clitoris, or nymphx. 

The difafe has it’s feat in thcfe ports from the manner in which it is caught; 
but if we were to confider the furface of conta<fI Amply in men, we fliould 
naturally iiippofe that the glans penis, or the orifice of the urethra would be 
the firft, or indeed the only ports afleded ; yet mofi commonly they arc not ; 
for though thereare cafes where the glans is afiedled, and where the dileaie goes 
no further, I believe it fcldom attacks the orifice of the urethra, without 
palling Ibme way along that canal. How^far it ever can be laid toafiofi the 
prepuce only I am not quite certain, aUhoughI believe it fometimes happens.- 
for I have feen inflammation there, as well with as without a difcharge from 
the uredira, which appeared to me to be venereal. I have feen in fuch cafes 
the inflammation extending into the loofe cellular membrane of the prepuce 
and producing a phymofis ; and this inflammation I fufpedi to be of the 
eryfipelatous kind. 

When the difeafe attacks the glans, and other external parts as the prepuce; 
it is principally about the root of that body, and the beginning of the prepuce, 
the parts where the cuticle is thinnefl, and of courfc where the poifon gets 
mofl readily .ta the cutis ; butJbmedmes it extends over all the glans and 
alfo the whole external furface of the prepuce. It produces there a fore- 
nefs or tendemefs, with a fccrction of thinnilh matter, commonly without 
either excoriation or ulceration. I am not certain however, that it docs 
not fometimes excoriate thole parts, for I once law a cafe where almofi the 
whole cuticle came off the glans, and the patient afiiired me that it was vene- 
real, for he had been picked up by a rvoman in the ftrects a few nights 
before ; he never had had any fuch complaint from connection with womai 
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betbre that time. Pexhaps the difeafe begias oftener on diofi: parts than is 
commonly imagined, but the circumfhince of their being littk fufceptible of 
this kind of irritation, from their having a cuticle, may be the reafon why it 
docs not produce a lafting effect, and is often fo flight as not to be oblerved. 
When the glans or prepuce, or both, take On the venereal inflammation, it 
often refts there and goes no further, not being attended with a difeharge of 
matter, nor with pain in the urethra, as the following cole fhews. 

A young gentleman from Ireland, dept with a woman at Briflol, and a 
fortnight after he had intercoorfb in London .with the maid of the houfe, 
which laft happened to be on a Monday, and on the Tudday, or the day 
following^ he obierved a running frem tim end of his penis vihea covered 
with the prepuce j on the Saturday following he applied to me ; on exa- 
mination I found that the running came from the inflde of the prepuae near to 
the glans, and the corona glanduy as alio that port of the prepuce behind it, 
appeared to be in a teniks and excoriated Bate, and coVened with matter. Ho 
told 'roe be had once had a goaorrhsm bcftxe ;i«dd:«pninbeingalkedifit waa 
in the &me place, he laid it was ; not being certain how 6x this might he 
venereal, I made the following inquiry { whether he had been fubje^ to fiid^ 
excoriations before-bc had vifosd women ? and his anfwer was, that he never 
had i and that he had not this ctxnplaint always after coiticin, but only twiccw 
as has been above-mentioned^ which being anebmmon, made him fupp<^ 

the e&d to be venereal. , ■ , , 

I fufpcdl that when the prepuce fwells in a gonorrhoea of the urethra, pro- 
ducing! phynaofis, which is oficn the cafe, it'arifos from the fame difoalb 
having taken place on it’s inflde, and that not being fofficient to produce 
alceration it goes no further ; and that this inflammation is of the eryflpcla- 

tous kind ; a circumftance very neceflfary to be known in the cure. 

The urethra is the part in which this form of the venereal difeUe is moil 
fiequent; and although the inflammation attending die difeafe in this part 
has many of the common fymptoms of inflammation, yet it can hardly be. 
called fuefa, when moderate ; at Icafl it docs not conftantly produce all the 
effedfs of common inflammation,' though there is a tendency towards it. The 
parts leldom have all the charaderiftic fymptoms j for there is no throbbing 
ienfation there is but litde pain, except from die irritation of the urine and 
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diAention of the parts ; the ioflammatioB leldom extends deeper than the 
fur&ce, and we have therefore rarely any tumefo^on or thickening of the 
parts. It would rather appear an error loci on the furiace of the urethra like 
a blood-iliot eye. 

The fecrction of pus with fo little inflammation, is perhaps owing to thefo 
parts being naturally in a ftate of fecretion ; therefore the tranfltion from an 
healthy to a difeaied fecretion is more eafily produced. It fomedmes hap- 
pens however, that the parts do inflame coniiderably, and the inflammation 
goes deep into the cellular or rather rctkular membrane of the corpus 
jpongiofiim urethra, efpecially near the glans. Sometimes it extends fur- 
ther along the corpus Jpengiofum urethra, producing tumefiidtion, that is, 
an extravalation of the coagulable lymph, which is the common caufo of 
chordee. It may be obferved in general, that in moft cafes when fuppuradon 
is produced, there is a decreaie of inflammation. The inflammation in the 
reticttkr membrane of the furrouixling pacts would appear not to be always 
confined to the adhefive ftage, for in thofo parts we have fometimes flip- 
puiations, efpecially in the perinmim, which fuppurations I fufpoft to be is. 
the glands, as will be taken notice of hereafter. 

The gonorrhoea does not always attack urethras otherwife found, nor does 
it always attack urethras whofe relative parts are always found. Thus we 
have people contradting this difeafe while they are afleded with ftridhires, 
fwelM profbkte gland, as alfo difeafod tefticles, or fuch tefticlcs as very readily 
run into difeafe ; by which the difeafe becomes more complicated and requires 
more attention in the method of cure. Sometimes the difeafes are relieved 
by the gonorrhoea, at other times increafed. < 



* . < , ■ • • > I 

VI. OF THE MOST COMMON SYMPTOMS, AND THE 
ORDER OF THEIR APPEARANCE. 

Although the irritation mull always begin firft, yet it is not certain 
which of the fymptoms in confequence of that irritation will firft appear ; 
for any one may appear fingly without the others, though this is rarely the 
cafe. The firfr fymptom, when catefrilly attended to, is generally an itching 
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at the orifice of the urethra j fometimes extending over the whole glans,* 
a little fiilnefs of the lips of the urethra ; the effe<51s of inflammation is 
next oblcrvablc, and foon after a running appears j tlie itching changes into 
pain, more particularly at the time of making water ; there is often no 
pain till fome time after the appearance of the difeharge, and other fyinp- 
toins ; and in many gonorrhoeas there is hardly any pain at all, even whea 
the difeharge is very confiderable ; at other times the [lain, or rather a great 
degree of forenefs will come on long before any difeharge appears. 

There is generally at tliis time a greater fulnefs in the penis, and more 
cfpecially in the glans, although it is not near fo full as when eredted, being 
rather in a Ante of half eredtion. Befidcs this fulnefs, the glans has a kind 
of tranffurency, cfpecially near the beginning of the urctlira, where the 
fkin is diflended, being fmooth and red, refembiing a ri|ie cherry } this is 
owing to the reticular membrane being loaded with a quantity of extravafated 
ferum, and the vclTcls being filled with blood. Near the beginning of the 
urethra there is in many cafes an evident excoriation, which is marked by 
the termination of the cuticle all round ; the furface of the glans alfb is 
often in an half excoriated llate, which gives it a degree of tendemefs, and 
there oufes out from it a kind of matter, as has been before obferved. The 
canal of the urethra becomes narrower than ufual, which is known by the 
ftream of the urine being fmaller than common j this proceeds from the 
fulnefs of the penis in general, and from the internal membrane of the 
urethra being fwollcn by the inflammation, and alfb from it’s being in 
a fpafinodic Rate. 

Befides thefc changes, the fear the patient is in when he is making water 
aflifts in diminifhing the ftrc,un of urine. The Aream, as it flows from 
the urethra is generally much fcattcrcd and broken the moment it leaves 
the fiallagc, which is owing to the internal canal having become irregular, 
and is not peculiar to a venereal gonorrhoa, but common to every difeafe 
of the urethra that alters the exaft and natural figure of the canal, even 
although tlie irregularity is very far back, as we find in many difeafed prof- 
tatc glands. ’ -. . 

* Thefc fymptoms arc moft carefully obferved by thofc who are under •apprchcnfions of having 
the dtfeafe, and therefore arc attentive to every little fcnCitioii about thofu parts. 

There 
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There is frequently a bleeding from the urethra, which I fuppofe arifes 
from the difiention of the vclTeU, more cfpecially when there is a chordee, 
or a tendency to one. 

There are often Imall fwcllings obfervable along the lower furface of the 
penis in the courfe of the urethra. Thefe I fufpedt are the glands of the 
urethra lb enlarged as to be plainly felt on the outlide. They inflame lb 
much in Ibme caJfes as to fuppurate ; and according to the laws of ulcera- 
tion, the matter is brought to the (kin, forming one, two, or more abfceflcs 
along the under furface of the urethra, and fome of thclc breaking internally 
form what are called internal ulcers. I have obferved in leveral cafes a 
tumor on the under fide of the penis where the urethra is, which would 
fwell at times very confidcrably, eten to the fize of a finall flattened nut, 
inflame, and then a gufh of matter flowing from the urethra, it would 
almoft immediately fubfide. The difeharge has continued for (bme timci 
gradually dirainilhing till it has intircly gone off and the tumor has been 
almofi wholly reduced j yet fome months after it has fwellcd in the fame 
manner again, and terminated in the feme way. How fiir thefe tumors, 
and the matter they difeharge, are really venereal when they appear firft, 
may be doubtful j and it is difficult to determine this, from the patients in 
general having recourfe to tfiedicine immediately ; but in their fubfequent 
attacks they are certainly not venereal, for they cure themfelvcs. 

1 have fu^jofted , thefe tumors to be the du&, or lacunx of the glands of 
the urethra difiended with their mucus from the mouth of the dudt being 
clofed, in a nunner fimilar to what happens to the du£f leading from the 
lachrymal &ck to ifhe nofet and in cortfequcnce of the difiention of the 
* du^ or lapnnae, inflammation and fuppuration come on, and ulceration 
takes place, which opens a way into the urethra ; but this opening fbon 
doles up and occ^ons a return. Cowper’s glands have been fufpeCled to 
inflapie, and hardnefs and fwelling have been felt eatemally very much in 
their .fituation, which coming to fuppuration have produced confiderable 
abfceflcs in the pCrinaBuiy. Thefe tumors break cither internally or exter- 
aally, and foimetimes in both ways, making a new paflage for the urine, 
called fifluhe in perinxo. . . 
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A forcnefs is often felt by the patient all along the under fide of the penia, 
owing to the inflamed Rate of the urethra. This forenefs often extends as 
far as the anus, and gives great pain, principally in eroftions j yet it is dif- 
ferent from a chordee, the penis remaining ftraight. 

With moft gonorrhuMS there is a frequency in the eredions, arifing from 
the irritation at the time, which often approach to a priapifin, efpecially 
when there is the above-mentioned forenefs, or when there is a chordee. 

- Thofc eredlions take place independent of the mind : they have been called 
involuntary ; but all erections are involuntary. No man can will an CRC- 
tim. 

Priapifrns often threaten mortification in men ; and I have feen an inftance 
of it in a dog. The eretSrion never fubfidcd, and the penis could not be 
covered by the prepuce, from the fwelling of the bulb. The penis morti- 
fied and dropped off; and as a dog has a bone in the penis, this was 
denuded, and an exfoliation took place. As opium is 'of great Icrvice in 
priaphin, there is reafbn to fuppofe the complaint it of a fpafinodic 
nature. ' 



VII. OF THE DISCHARGE. : 

/ ' 

The natural flimy difeharge from the glands of the orethra is firft 
changed from a fine tnnfpaicnt ropy fecretion to a watery, whitifh fluid ; 
and the natural exhaling fiukl of the urethra, which is intended for mdifi- 
ning that lurface, and which appears to be of the &me kind vrith that 
which lubricates cavities in general, becomes Ids tran^xirent ; and both 
thde fecretiont becoming gradually thicker, afliitne more and' more the 
quaUties of common pus. In.fbme cafes of gonorrhoea, the gknds that 
produce the flime which is fecreted in confcquencc of lafeivious ideas, are 
certainly not afledlod ; for I have feen cafes, when after the pafiages had 
been cleared of the venereal matter by making water, the pure flime has 
flowed out of the end of the penis, on thefe ideas uking |dace. When 
tl)is matter is more in quantity than what lubricates the urethra, it is 
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/orced out at the orifice by the periftaldc of that canal, and appears 
externally.' 

' The matter of gcmorrhoea often changes its colour and confiftencc, which 
is owing to the difpofition the parts which form it ; fbmetimcs from a 
xvhite to a yellow, and often to a grecnifh colour. Thefe changes depend 
on the increafe or decreaie of the inflammation, and not on the poifonous 
quality of the matter itfelf ; for any irritation on thefe parts, equal to tliat 
produced in a gonorrhesa, will produce the fame appearances ; and the 
changes in the colour of the matter arc chiefly obf^able after it has been 
difeharged upon a cloth, and become dry. The appearance upon the cloth 
is of various hues { in the naiddle the matter is thicker or more in quantity, 
and it is therefore generally of a deeper colour 3 the circumference is paler, 
becaufe the watery or ferous part of the matter has fpread further, and at the 
outer edge of alt it it darkeft ; this lafl appearance is owing to it's being only 
water with a little (lime, in which fome of the tinge is fufpended, which 
> when dry gives a tianTparency to the part, that takes off from the white 
colour of the linen. It is very probable there is a fmalt cxtrava&tion of red 
blood in all the cafes where dre matter deviates from the edmmoT) colour, 
and to this the diflerent tinges feem to be owing. As this matter arifea 
from a fpecific inflammation, it hat a greater tendency to putreflidion than 
common matter firom a healthy fore, and has often a fmell feemingly pecu- 
liar to itfelf. 

As it would appear that there is hardly a fufficient furface of the urethra 
inflamed to give the quanti^ of matter that is often produced, efpecially 
when we confider that the inflammation does in common go no further than 
two or three inches from the external orifice, it is natural to fuppofe that 
the difeharge is produced from other parts, the oflioe of which it is to form 
mucus for natural purpofes, and are therefore more capable of producing a 
great quantity upon flight irritations, which hardly rife to inflammation. 
Thefe parts I have obfoved, are the glands of the urethra. In many cafM 

* That the urethra has confideiable powers of aflion, is evident in a vaft number of inftances, 
ami that action is principally from behind forwards. We find that a bougie maybe worked out 
by the ai5lioa of the urethra. This action I believe is often inverted, as in fpaCnodic ftrangurics, 
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where the glands have not been after death fo much fwelled as to be felt ex- 
ternally ; and where I have had an opportunity of examining the urethra of 
thofe who have had this complaint upon them, I have always been able to dif- 
cover, that the du(fls or lacunx leading from them were loaded with matter, 
and were more vifible than in their natural ftate ; 1 have oblerved too, that 
the formation of the matter is not confined to tlicfe glands intirely, for the 
inner fur&ce of the urethra is commonly in fuch a fiate as not to be able 
to fiiffer the urine to pafs without giving confiderable pain, and therefore 
mod probably tills internal membrane is alfo affe<fled in fuch a manner as 
to fecrcte a matter. ■ ! 

This difeharge in common cafes would leem not to arife much further 
back in the urethra than where the pain is tidt, although it is commonly 
believed that it comes from the whole of the canal, and even from Cowper’s 
and the proflate glands, not excepting what are called the veficulx fcmina- 
les.* But the truth of this I very much doubt. My realbns for fuppofing 
that it comes only from the furface where the pain is, are the following. If 
the matter arofe from the whole furface of the urethra, and from the glands 
near the bladder, we fhould certainly have many other fymptoms which we 
have not ; for inftance, if all the parts of the urethra beyond the bulb, or 
even in the bulb, were aficdled fb as to fecrcte matter, that matter would 
be gradually fqueczed into the bulb as the femen’is, and from thence it 
would be thrown out by jerks ; for we know that nothing can be in the 
bulbous part of the urethra, without Aimulating it to adlion, cfpecially 
when in a flate of irritation and inflammation ; in fuch a flatc we find that 
even a drop of urine is not allowed to reft there ; and alfb if an injection of 
warm water only is thrown into the urethra as far as the bulb, the mufeuU 
Mccileratcres are uneafy till they adt, and throw it but. Hence it is natural 
tc fuppole that, if the membranous and bulbous part of the urethra, with 
the veficulx fcminales, proftate and Cowper’s glands, aflifted in forming the 
matter, whenever it collcdbed in the bulb it would probably be iixunediatcly 

• Thofe bags are certainly not refcrvoirs for the femen. The dificrcncc between their contents 
and the femen gave me the firft fufpicion of this ; and from feveral experiments on the human 
body, as alio a comparative view of them in other animals, I have been able to prove that they 
are not. 
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thrown forwards by the mufclcs above-mentioned, and we fhould be fenfi- 
ble of it every moment of the day. But fuch fymptoms feldom happen, 
ibmedmes indeed a fpafinodic contradion of thele mufcles takes place, 
which may probably ariic from this caufe, though it is more frequently felt 
immediately after making water. 

When the inflammation is violent, it often happens that fome of the vefiels of 
the urethra burft, and a difeharge of blood enfues, which is in greater quan- 
tity at the dole of making water ; this however takes place at other times, 
and generally gives temporary eafe : fometimes this blood is in fmall quan- 
tity, and only gives the matter a tinge, as I obferved when treating of the 
colour of the difeharge. The credhons of the penis often ftrctch the part 
fo much as to become a caufe of an extravafation of blood ; his extrava- 
lation generally incrcafcs the forenefs at the time of making water, and in 
fuch a ftate of parts the urethra is ufually fore when prefled, yet the bleeding 
diminifhes the inflammation, and often gives ealc. 



VIII. OF THE CHORDEE. 

The chordec appears to be infammatcry in fomfe cafes, vcA fpafmodic in 
others ; we lhall treat firll of the inflammatory. 

When the inflammation is not confined merely to the fur&ce of the urethra 
and it's glands, but goes deeper and afledbs the reticular membrane, it pro- 
duces in it an extrat^ilation of coagulablc lymph, as in the adhefive inflam- 
mation, which uniting the cells together, deftroys the power of dillcntion of 
the corpus jpongiofum urethra, and makes it unequal in this relpcd: to the 
corpora ettvernofa penis, and tlicrefore a curvature on that fide takes place in 
the time of credlion, which is called a chordec. The curvature is generally 
in the lower part of the penis, arifing from the cells of the corpus cavernofum 
penis of that fide, having their fides united by adhefions, fometimes as it were 
fpontaneoufly, at other times in confequence of the inflammation attending 
bad chancres. Befides this eftedt of inflammation, when the chordec is violent 
the inner membrane is I fiippofc fo much upon the flretch, as to be in feme 
degree tom, which frequently caufes a profufe bleeding from the urethra 
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often relieves, and even fometimes cures. As chordec arifes from a 
^greater degree of inflammation than common, it is an effoS which may and 
often docs remain after all infedtion is gone, being merely a conlequence of 
the adheflve inflammation. 

The fpafmodic chordee arifes from fpafm, at Icaft it cannot proceed fiom 
the 6me caufe with the other, if my idea of that complaint be well founded. 
The fpafmodic comes and goes, but at no ftatod times j at one time there will 
be an croSion entirely free from it, at another it will be fcvcrcly felt, and 
this will often happen at lltort intervals. 

IX. OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE INFLAMMATION 
ATTACKS THE URETHRA. 

In what manner the diimfe eaaends idelf to the urethra, is a -queftion not 
yet abfolutely detennined ; I fufpcdl that it is communicated, or creeps along 
from the glans to the urethra, or at leaft from the beginning or Ups of the 
urethra to it’s inner furface ; becaufc it is impoflible to conceive, that any of 
the venereal matter from the woman can get into the canal in the time of 
coition, although this is commonly believed and aflerted ; it is impoflible at 
leaft that it can get fo flu- as the common feat of the difbafe, or into thofr 
parts of the uretlira where it very often cxifts, that is, through the whole 
length of the canal. The following cafe amounts almoft to a proof of this 
opinion. 

A gentleman, on whole veracity I have an entire confidence, when in Ger- 
many, where he had not lain with a woman for many weeks, was in a necef- 
fery-houfe and lat there fome time ; upon ariflng he found Ibmething that 
feemed to give the glans penis a little (harp pull, and he found a finall bit 
of the plaiftcr of the ncccflary-houfe fticking to it. He paid no further 
attention to it at that time than merely to remove what ftuck to his penis ; 
but five or fix days after, he obferved the lymptoms of a clap, which proved 
a pretty fevere one. The only way of accounting for this is, that fome 
perfon who had a clap had been dicre before him, and had left fome venereal 
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irntta* upon this place, and that the penis had remained in contaA udth it 
a fufficient time for the matter to dry. 

When the chfeafe attacks the urethra it leldom extends further than an 
inch and an half, or two inches at moil, within the orifice, which diflance 
appears to be truly fpecific, and what 1 have called the fpccific extent of the 
inflamniation.* 

As the caufe of a gonorrheea is commonly an inflammation, it is accom- 
panied with pain and the formation of matter ; in fuch a (late neither the 
iimiations of the patient, nor the adHons of the parts themfclves are confined 
to the real feat of the difeile. In confequence of the neighbouring parts 
fympathifing, a variety of fymptoms are produced, many of which do not 
exceed what might arife from an irritable (late j an uneafinefs partaking of 
fbrenefs and pain, and a kind of wearinefs, it every where felt about the 
pelvis : the ferotum, teilicles, perinaeum, anus and hips, become difagree- 
ably fenfible to the patient ; and tlic teflicles often require being fulpended ; 
^d fb irritable are th^ indeed in fuch cafes, that the lead accident or even 
exercife which would have no fuch cfled at another time, will make them 
fwell. The glands of the groin arc often afIcAed fympathetically, and will 
€vcn fwell a little, but do not come to fuppuration : when they inflame 
from the abfbrption of matter they in general fuppurate. I have feen cafis 
where the irritation has extended fo far as to afledl with real pain the thighs, 
the buttocks, and the abdominal mufcles, ib that the patient has been 
obliged to lie quiet in an horizontal pofition ; the pain has at times been fb 
confidctablc as to make him cry out, and the parts have been very fore to 
die touch ; they have even fwelled, but the fwelling has not been of the 
inflammatory kind > for .though there was a vifiblc fulnefs, yet the parts 
were rather ibft. I hne%v one gentleman who never had a gonorrhoea, but 
that he was immediately feized univerfally with rheumatic pains, and this 
had happened fcveral times. The blood at fuch times is generally free 

, * It is to be here lemariced, diet (peciiic tlilsaies, among which I flnll reckon Toch es irHb 
from motbid poHboe, have their fpecific diftance or extent as one of thdr properties ; bat this 
can onl)r take place where the conftitution is not fufccptibic of cryfipelas, or any other uncommon 
mode of a^on j for where there is an cryCpcIatous difpofttion no bounds arc let to the inflainma- 
tion, 
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from the inflammatory appearance, and dierefore we may fuppofc that ri»c 
confUtution is but little afleifted. • ■ 

When the gonorrhoea (exclufive of the affedtions ariling from lympathy) 
is not more violent tlian I have deferibed, it may be called common or Jimple 
venereal gonorrhoea ; but if the patient is very fufccptiblc of fuch irritation, 
or of any other mode of adtion which may accompany the venereal, then the 
fjmptoms arc in proportion more violent. In fuch circumftances we fometimes 
frnd the irritation and inflainmation exceed the fpecific difrance, and extend 
through the whole of the urethra. There is often allb a confiderable degree 
of pain in the perina;um, and a frequent, though not a confrant, iymptom 
is a Ipalmodic contradtion of the acceleratorcs urini, which is always attended 
with contradlions of the ercdlores mufcles. Whetlier thefe fpalhis arifc 
from a fecretion of matter, which being colleOed in the bulbous part of the 
urethra produces uneafrnefs, and excites contradUons in order to its own 
expulfron, like the lafr drops of urine, I have not been able to determine. 
I have lecn fuch fpafms in the time of making water, from the urine irri- 
tating the parts in it's paflage through the urethra, and throwing xht mufeuH 
acceUratorcf into contradtions, lb that the water came by jerks. This kind 
of inflammation fometimes is confiderable, goes deep into the cellular mem- 
brane, and produces tumc^dlion without any other efledl. In other calcs 
it goes on to fuppuration, often becoming one of the caufes of frftulse in 
perinzo. I have fometimes, as I have already obferved, fufpedled Cowper's 
glands to be the leat of fuch fuppurations ; for I have obferved externally, 
circumferibed fwellings in the fituation of thofe glands. The fmall glands 
likewife of the bulbous part of the urethra may be afledted in a frmilar 
manner ; and the irritation is often extended even to the bladder itfelf. 

When the bladder is affedted it becomes more fufccptiblc of. every kind 
of irritation, fo that very difegreeable lymptoms are often produced j it will 
not allow of the ufual dillcntion, and therefore the patient caiuiot retain his 
water the ordinary time, and the moment the dcfire of making water takes 
place, he is obliged inllantly to make it with violent pain in the bladder, 
and frill more in the glans poiis, cxadlly frmilar to what happens in a lit 
of the frone. If the bladder be not allowed to difeharge it’s contents imme- 
diately, the pain becomes almofr intolerable ; and even when the water is 
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evacuated there remains for fome time a confiderable pain, both In the 
bladder and glans ; becaufe the very adlon of the mufcular coat of the 
bladder becomes a caule of pain by it's own contradion. 

The ureters, and even the kidnies fbmetimes lympathile, when the bladder 
is either very muchiiinflamcd, or under a confiderable degree- of irritation ; 
however this but rarely happens; and if it ihould take place with any 
degree of violence, I Ihbuld fiippofe'that the fiomach would alfo become 
afiebled, and of courle the whole oonAirndon. 1 have even realbn to fufpea 
that the irritatiorvmay be communicated to the peritonaeum by means of the. 
vas deferens ; the following cafi; appears to have been an inftance of this, 
A gentleman. had a gonorrho^,. which watt treated in the antiphlogiftiq 
way i the difeharge in fome degree (lopped, a tenfion came upon the lower 
part of the belly on. the right fi*s juft above Poupart’s ligament, but raAer 
nearer to the ilium ; there was hardnefs and forenefs to the touch, this 
forenefs fpread over the whole belly, producing rigors every third day, with 
a low puife, which to me indica^ a peritonjeal inflammation, arifing, ii>my 
opinion, from the vas deferens of that, fide being aifeded in it’s courfc 
tlirough the belly and pelvis. • •• • . , 

When the in^mmation, or i perhaps; only the irritadon, runs along the 
whole furface of the urethra, attacks/ (he bladder, and even extends to the 
'urctese,and the kidnies fo as to caule a difligieeable (enladon in all thele 
parts,' the difeafe is generally very violent, and I fufpedl is fomething of the 
erilypelatous kind ; at lead it (hows an irritable fympathifing habit. 

This (fifeale (bmedntKS produces very uncommon lymptoins : A gentleman 
had a gonorrhcca, ,and when the inflammatory fymptoms were abadng the 
urethra (loll both, the involuntary and volantary powers of retaining ; the 
mine : his water came away involuntarily, nor could he (lop it : I adviled 
him to do nothing, and to wait for Ibme time, as probably the tnetluxi of 
cure might be more dilagreeablc .than the dil'eafe itfelf, although it was 
very troublefome to him when, in company. The complaint gnuluaJly; 
LclTened, and in time went entirely off. If I had recommended any medicine 
it would have been the dnfture of cantharides. 
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J; , X. OF THE SWELLED. TESTICLE.' , !■: . •. 'I. i.. 

. .. 

■ A'rcry comJnOa fymptom attending gonorrhcea is a fWeUing of the tc^le. 
This I believe like the affisAion of bbulder, and many' of the 
toms -mentioned before, i« only fympathctical, and not to be ieckanod vcne^ 
real, becaufe the feme fyihptoms follow every kind bf irritation cm the 
arcthra, whether produced byRridturcs, injeftiors, or boogkB.« It may be 
bbfervcd here, that thofe fymptomt are not fimilar to the adHons ariling 
from fore application of the true venureal matter, whether by ahforption or 
btherWjfe ; for ^ky fcldom or ever fuppunte, and when fnppnration happens 
foe matter produced is not veneieal. 

The' teftitics fecm as it were in many eafes rather to be ading for -die 
orethra, than for themfohes, fous the fwelUng and inflanumtion appears 
friddenly, and a-s fuddenly difappears, or in a few minutes goes from one tefot-' 
cle to the other ; the affe^on dcpemSng upon the Rate of the urethra , and 
not at all upon the part itfelf. A part however of the tefticle, the epidi- 
dymis, alTumcs all the charadbcrs of inflammation, tehmirung (welled even 
for a confrderablc time after the mflammation has fubfided.’ } ' * 

TTie firft appearance of fwelling in the tefticle is generally a (oft pulpy 
fblhefs of the body of the tefticle, which is tedder to the touch j this increafes 
to a hapd fwdlmg, accompanied wWi conliderablc pain. The hardCft part 
is gencrafly the epididymis, and principlly that portion of it which it at 
foe lower end of the tefticle, as may ^ diftindlly felt ; the hardnefe iuid 
frvclBng however often run the whole length of that body, dnd form a knob 
at -the upper part. The fpermatic chord is likcwtfe often aftbdied, and more 
efpccially die vas deferens, which is ‘ thickened, and fore to foe touch. 
The veins of foe tefticle fometimes become varicofe. I have feen fuch a 
ftate of veins accompany a fwelling of the tefticle in two inftances. A pain 
in foe finall of the back generally attends -inflammations of foe teftidubf all 
kinds, with a fenfe of >vcaknefs of the loins and pelvis. The bowels ge- 
nerally lympathifc.with moft complaints of the tefticle, in fbme by cholicky 
pains, in others by an uncommon fenfetion both in the ftomach and intef- 
lincs : fteknefs is a common lymptom, and even vomiting j the powers 
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cC digeftion by thi* owans are impaired, and a difpofiHon for the accumulation 
of air takes place which is often very tronblefome. Here we have from the 
IdKcles a chain of fympathies, as we had in confcquence of tlie irritation 
funning along the whole urinary paflages j firft the tcfticle is aSedted from the 
urethra, then the fpermatic chord, the loins, inteftines, ftomach, and from 
thence in fome meafure the whole body. 

In a cafe of (Veiled tefticle I have known the buttocks fwell, but the 
fwelling was not of the inflammatory kind, and in making water pain was 
fdt there. Whether this fymptomarofe from the fwdling of the tdfticle,' dr* 
from the feme common caufe, that is the gorforrhcea, is not eafily determined; 
although the latter fnppofition is the moft probable. 

It has been alTeited, but without proof, that in cafes of fivcllcd tclliclcs in 
confequence of a gonorrhoea, it is not the tcfticle that fwells, but the epidi- 
dymis. The truth is, it is both the one and the other. Any man that is 
accuftomed to diftinguilh between a fwelling of the whole tcfticle, and that 
of the epididymis only, will immediately be fenfiblc, ftiat in the igrnia 
kwntratis the whole tcfticle is fwclled \ the tefticle alTumcs the feme lhape 
that it does from other caufes, where we know from being obliged to remove 
it, that the whole has fwclled. The pain is in every part of the tcfticle. I 
have (een fuHt fwellings fuppuiate on the fore prt, and have known fcvcral 
inftances of adhefions between the tunica albuginea and vaginalis from fuch 
caufes ; this has only been difeovered after death, or in the operation for a 
partial hydrocele > fuch changes could not have taken place if the body of- 
the tefticle had not been in a ftate of inflanunation. This inflammation of 
the tefticle moft probably arifes from it’s fympathifing with the urethra, and 
in many cafes it would appear to arife from what is underftood by a tranlla- 
tion of the irritation from the urethra to the tefticle : thus a fwelling of the 
tefticle coming on (hall remove the pain in making water, and fufpend the 
difeharge ; which (hall not return till the fwelling of the tcfticle begin to 
(bbfidc; or the irritation in the urethra firft ceafing (hall produce a fwelling' 
of the tefticle, which (hall continue till the pain and difeharge return ; thus 
rendering it doubtful, which is caufe and which is effedt. I have neverthe- 
lefs known cafes where the tcfticle has fwelled, and yet the difeharge become 
ihote violent j nay I have (cen inftances where a fwelling has come on after 
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the difeharge had ceaied, yet the difehiarge has returned with violence, and 
remained as long as the fwelling of the teilicle. Sometimes the epididymis 
only is afledled, Ibmetimes the vas deferens, and at other times only the fper- 
matic chord, producing varicofe veins 1 no rcafon can be affigned why one of 
thefe parts is affeded more than another, and indeed the immediate caufe in 
all is yet unknown. For although an adion in the urethra is the remote caufe, 
yet it is flill impofTible to fay whether it be the cciTation of that adion that is 
the caufe of the fwclling in the teflicle, or the fwclling in the teAicle the caufe 
of the ccllation. It is deferibed as ariling from an irritation taking place in 
the mouths of the vafa deferentia, were this the caufe it ought in general to 
affed both teflicles at the fame time ; but I have fecn this complaint happen 
as often where the inflammation went no further back in the urethra than 
about an inch and a half, or two inches, as where it has extended further ; 
and tlie fwclling fhifdng fuddenly from one teflicle to the other, fhews it to 
arifc from feme other principle in the animal oeconomy. ' ; 

A ftrangury often attends fuch cafes of fympathy, and more frequently 
when the running flops, than when that difchaige is continued along with 
the fuelling of the teflicle j indeed any hidden flopping of the difeharge gives 
a tendency to a flrangury. 

As Angular a circumftancc as any refpeding the fwelling of the teflicle is, 
tliat it does not always come on when the inflammation in the urethra is at 
the height : I think it oftener happens when the irritation in the urethra is 
going off, and fometimes even after it has entirely ceafed, and when the pa- 
tient conceives himfelf to be quite well. 

I may be allowed to remark, that fwellings in the teilicle in confequence 
of venereal irritation in the uredira, fubjed it to a fufpidon that every fwelling 
of this part is venereal : but from what I have faid of it’s nature when it 
arifes from a venereal caufe, which was that it is owing to fympathy only, 
and from what I Hiall now lay, that it is never affeded with the venereal 
difeafe cither local or conAitutional, as fer as my obfervation goes, we mull 
infer that fuch fufpicions arc always ill-founded j this perhaps is an inference 
to which few will fubferibe. 

I have known the gout produce a fwclling in the teilicle of the inflamma- 
tory kind, and therefore fimilar to the lympathctic fwelling from a venereal 
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canfc, having many of It's charaflcrs. Injuries done to the teftlcle produce 
fwellings, but they are different from thofe above-mentioned, being more 
permanent, having the difeafe or caufe in the part itielf. Cancers and the 
fcrofula produce fwellings of the tefficle, but thefc are generally flow in their 
progrefs, and not at all flmilar to thole ariiing from an irritation in the 
urethra. 

XI. OF THE SWELLINGS OF THE GLANDS FROM 
SYMPATHY. 

Since our knowledge of the manner in which fubftances get into the 
circulation, and our having learned that many fubflances efpecially poifons, 
in their courfe to the circulation, irritate theablbrbent glands to inflammation 
and tumefaftion, we might naturally fuppofe luch fwellings, accompanying 
complaints in the urethra attended with a difcharge, to be owing to the 
ablbrption of that matter, and therefore if it be a veneteal difcharge, that they 
muft.allb be venereal. But we muft not be too haftyin drawing this conclu- 
fion j for we know that the glands w'ill fometimes fwcll from an irritation a? 
the origin of th? lymphatics, where no ablbrption could poflibly have taken 
place. They often fwcll and become painful upon the commencement of 
inflammation, before any fuppuration has taken place, and fubfide upon the 
coming on of fuppuration ; bccaufe when the fuppuration begins, the inflam- 
mation abates. I have known a prick in the finger with a clean lowing needle, 
produce a red flreak all up the fore-arm, pain along the infide of the biceps 
mufclc, a fwelling of the lymphatic gland above the inner condyle of the 
humerus, and allb of the glands of the arm-pit, immediately followed by 
ficknefs and a rigor, all of which however loon went off". As it would there- 
fore appear, that the ablbrbcnt fyftem is capable of being affected as well by 
irritation, as by the abforption of matter, in all difeales of tliis lyffem arifing 
from local injuries attended with, matter, one mull always have thele two 
caules in view, and endeavour if pofiible to diiynguifli from which the prelent 
affe^on proceeds. For in thole arifing from an irritated furfice in confequence 
of poilbn, efpecially the venereal, it is of confidcrable confcquencc to be able to 
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(ay from which of the ttvo it arifes ; fincc it fometimes happens, although but 
feidom, that the glands of the groin arc affcifted in a common gonorrhoea 
with the appearance of beginning buboes, but* which I fuipoft to be fimilar 
to the fvvelling of the tcfticlc, that is, merely fympathetic ; the pain they 
give is but very trifling, when compared to that of true venereal fwclling* 
arifing from the abforption of matter ; and they feidom fuppuratc; howover 
there are fwcllings of thele glands from adhial abforption of matter in gonor» 
rhoea, and which confequcntly are truly venereal ; and as it is poflible to 
have filch they are always to be fufpefted. As they have fometimes arifen 
upon a ceflation of the irritation in the urethra, fimilar to the fwelling of the 
tefticlc, it has been fuppofed that the matter was driven as it were into them 
by unfldlful treatment. From our knowledge of the ablbrbing fyftem, we 
know that the matter can go that way ; but we allb know that we have no 
method of driving it that way ; and if we had, there is no reafon why more 
fliould not be formed in the urethra; this therefore does not account lor 
the ceflation of feerction of matter in that part. ' ‘ ' 

It is difiicult to lay, what is the nature of thofe lympathetic dilcafes. 
They are not venereal, for they fiibfide by the common treatment of inflam- 
mation without the ufe of mercury ; and I have known an inlbmce of a 
fwelled tcllicle from a venereal gonorrhoea, that fuppurated,and was treated by 
my advice as a common fuppuration, and healed without a grain of mercury 
being given. Neither can tliey be called truly inflammatory, haidng rarely 
any of the true charadfers of inflammation, fuch as thickening of tfte parts,’ 
fymptomatic fever, or fizy blood, except in fwcllings of the tcfticlc and glands. 
The fwelling of the tefticlc has fevcral peculiarities attending it ; it is oftai 
very quick in its increafe, and not being of the true inflammatory difpofi- 
tion, it requires lefs dme for the removal of the inflammation ; but evert 
where it appears to have more of the true inflammatory a(£Hon, we find that 
the removal of the inflammation and tumefe^Hon take place more rapidly 
than when proceeding from other caufes. A fwelled tcfticlc in confequence 
of the radical cure in the hydrocele docs not fiibfide after inflammation is 
gone. In as many weeks ; as the fwelled tefticlc in confequence of its fym- 
pathy with' other parts, docs in days ; and probably the rcalbn oF'this is, 
that it arifes from fympathy ; for an inflammation arifing from, real difeafe 
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In a part, Of from an external jnjtfry, as in the hydrocele, muft alwayi 
laft 'either till tht tUleal^ be removed, or the injury repaired ; but tliat frorh 
fympathy will vary as the cauft varies, which may hapjien very quickly j 
for we find a tdliclc fwell in a few minutes, and in as little time fiibfide ; 
and alfo the fwelling move fuddenly fiom.one tellicle to the, other. Thefo 
(ympathies are often peculiar to conftitutions^ even to temporary coh- 
ftitutions, in Co much as to be in Ibme degree epidemic j for there is often 
fuch an influence in the atmofphcre as.predifpofes the body to this kind of 
irritation ; and bodies fo prediijx>led require only the immediate caufe to 
produce the effed. 

XII. OF THE DISEASES OF THE LYMPHATICS IN A 
GONORRHCEA. 

• » ■ ’ 

Amother lymptom which fometimes takes place In gonorrhoea, is a 
hard chord leading from the prepuce, along the back of the penis, and often 
direAing its courfc to one of the groins, and afTe(fting the glands 5 there is 
moft commonly a Iwelling in the prepuce at the part where the chord takes 
it’s rile. This happens fometimes when there is an excoriation, and dlfcharge 
from the prepuce or glans, which may be called a venereal gonorrhoea of 
thefe parts. Both the fwelling in the groin, and the hard chord, we have 
reafon to fuppole arile fi-om the ablorption of pus, and therefore are the 
firft fteps towards a lues venerea ; but as that form of the difeale feldom 
happens from a gonorrhoea, I lhall not take any further notice of it in 
this place; however, I may remark, that from this oblervation of the 
lues venerea being feldom product firom a gonorrh^, it would appear that 
a whole furface, or one only inflamed, does not readily admit of the ablbip- 
don of the venereal poilbn ; and therefore although the venereal matter 
lies for many, weeks in the paflage, and over the whole glans, it foldom 
happens that any abforption takes place. I have leen a cafe where blood 
has been difeharged from the urethra, and the above lymptoms have come' 
on, and Tat firft fufpedfed 'that the’ abforptibn had taken place where the 
vclTel gave way ; but as this lymptom rarely happens, evert where there 
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lias been a confidenble dlTcharge of blood, I am inclined to think that 
^rounds are alio bad abforbing furfaces, efpecially.whea I conhder that few 
morbid polfons are abforbed from wounds. 



XIII. SHORT RECAPITULATION OF THE VARIETIES IN* 

' THE SYMPTOMS. 

i 

From what has been advanced above, it muft appear tliat the variety of 
fymptoms in gonorrhcea, and their difference in different cafes, are almoft 
endlefs. I fhall now recapitulate a few of the moft material or common 
varieties. The dilcharge often appears without any pain, and the coming on 
of the pain is not at any dated time after the appearance of the difeharge. 
There is often no pain at all, altliough the difeharge be* confiderable in 
quantity, and of a bad appearance 5 the pain often goes off, while the dif- 
eharge continues, and will fbmetirrtes return again. An itching in feme 
cafes is felt for a confiderable tune, which femetimes is fuccceded by pain j 
though in many cafes it continues to the end of the chfeafe : on the other 
hand, the pain is often troublefoine, and confiderable even when the dif- 
eharge is trifling or none at all. In general the inflammation in the urethra 
does not extend beyond an inch or two from the orifice; femetimes it 
runs all along thje urethra to the bladder, and even to the kidnlcs, and in 
feme cafes Ipreads into the fubftance of the urethra, producing a chordee. 
The glands of the urethra inflame, and often fuppurate ; and I fufpeft that 
Cowper’s glands femetimes do the fame. The neighbouring parts fympatliife, 
as the glands of the groin, the tefticle, the loins, and pubes, with the upper 
parts of the thighs and abdominal mufcles. Sometinies the difeafe appears 
foon after the application of the poifon, as in a fevy hours, at other times not 
till after fix weeks. It is often not poflible to determine whether it is venereal, 
or only an accidental difeharge arifing from feme unknown caufe. ' 

It may not be improper to mention here, that I have fecn a cliancre on the 
prepuce produce a pain in the urethra in making water ; vvliich moft probably 
depended upon a fympathy fimilar to that by which the application of venereal 
matter to the glans produces a difeharge from the urethra, as was obferved 
‘ ' ■ above. 
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above. If the application of venereal matter to the glans can produce a 
difeharge from the urethra, it is pofllble that any acrid matter, though not 
venereal may have a fimilar eiiedt. The dilcharge iram the vagina in cales 
of what is called fluor albus is fomedmes extremely irritating, in Co much 
as to excoriate the labix and thighs ; and the following hiftory Ihews that 
it may Ibmetimes produce efiedls ftmilar to venereal matter. 

Mr. and Mrs. have been married thefe twenty years and upwards » 

(he has for many years paft been at times troubled with the Jliur albus: 
When he has connexion with her at fuch dmes, it generally, although Aot 
always, produces an excoriation of the glans and prepuce, and a ccailidetabls 
discharge from the urethra, atterukd with a (light pain. Thefe (ymptooia 
commonly take a confidcrable time to go off, whether Created as a gooor*- 
rheea or as a weaknefs. Is this a new poKbn i And does it go no further 
becaufe the connexion takes place only between two ? What would be the 
coni^uence, if (he were to have connedtion with other men, and the(e witlt 
other women ? Such calcs, as fer as I have (cen have only been in form of a 
gonorrheea, they have not produced fores in the parts j nor as far as I know 
do' they ever produce conRitutional diicafts. 
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C H A P T E R II. 

J ; ' ‘ I 

OF THE GONORRHOEA IN WOMEN. 

T he venereal difeafe In the form of gonorrhoea in women, is not fo 
complicated as in men j the parts affected are more fimple, and fewer 
in number. But it is not fo eafily known in them as it is in men, becaufe 
the parts commonly affedlcd in women are very fubjeft to a difrafe rcfembling 
the gonorrhoea, called Jiuor albus ; and the difUnguidiing marks, if there are 
any, have not yet been completely afeertained. A difeharge fimply from thefe 
parts in' women, is lefs a proof of the exUlence of the venereal infc<fUon than 
even a difeharge without pain in men ; therefore in general little or no atten- 
tion is paid to it by tlie patient hcrfclf, and we often find the venereal virus 
formed in thofe parts witliout any increale of the natural difeharge. The 
kind of matter gives us no afllftance in diftinguifliing the two dilrales ; for it 
often happens that the difeharge in the fluor albus puts on all the appear- 
ances of the venereal matter ; and an increafe of the difeharge is no better 
mark by which we can diftinguifli the one from the other. Pain or any 
peculiarity In the fenfations of the parts, is not a necelTary attendant upon this 
complaint in women, therefore not to be looked for as a difiinguifhing 
fymptom. 

The appearances of the parts often give us but little information, for I 
have frequently examined the parts of thofe who confelTed all the fymptoms ; 
fuch as increafe of difeharge, pain in making water, forenefs in walking, 
or when they were touched, yet I could fee no difference between thefe and 
found parts. I know of no other way of judging in cafes where there are no 
lymptoms lenfible to the perfon herfelf, or where the patient has a mind to 
deny having any uncommon fymptoms, but from the circumftances preceding 
the difeharge ; fuch as her having been connected with men fuppofed to be 
unfound, or her being able to give it to others ; which laft circumftance 
being derived from the tefiimony of another perfon, is not always to be trufted 
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ibr very obvioas reafons. Thus a woman may have this fpecics of the 
venereal difede without knowing it herfelf, or without the furgcon being 
able to dilcover it, even on infpedtion. It may appear very ftrange, that a 
dilcale which is fo violent and well marked in men (hould be fo obfeure 
in women : but when we conilder that this poifon generally produces 
iymptoms according to the nature of the parts affected by it ; it becomes 
an eafy matter to account in fame meafure for this diflerence. 

When we attend to the manner in which this difeafe is contradled by 
women, it is evident that it muft principally attack the vagina, a part that 
is not endowed with much feniation, or adion of any kind. While it is 
confined to the vagina it may be compared to the fame difeale on the glans 
penis in men. In many cafes however it extends much further, and becomes 
the caulcof dilagreeablc feelings, producing a confiderablc forenefs in all the 
parts formed for Icniation, fuch as the infide of the labia, nympha;, clitoris, 
carunculjE myrtiformes, the orifice of the meatus urinarius, and often affcift- 
ing that canal in its whole length. Thofe parts are fo fore in fome cafes, 
as not to bear being touched ; the perfon can hardly walk ; tlie urine gives 
pain in it’s' paffege through the urethra, and when it tvalhes the above- 
mentioned parts, which can hardly be avoided; fuch Iymptoms are not 
much encreafed at one time more than another, excepting at the time of 
making water, and tlicn principally in thole who have the urethra afiedted ; 
for as thefc parts are Icfs expofed to circumftances of change, the ihcneafixl 
irritation ariling from fuch change of parts muft neceffarily in this fcx be 
Icfs but in men the urethra, which is the part moft commonly affedlcd, 
has great fenfibility, is capable of violent inflammation, is often diftended 
with a ftimulating fluid, and the body of the penis, urethra, and glans, 
ftretching the paflage with eredions, always produce an increafc of the Ijmp- 
toms, cfpccially of the pain. 

But as this difeafe frequently attacks parts more fenfible than the vagina, 
and which are more fufcCptiblc of inflammation, as has been obfervedi under 
fuch circumftances women have nearly the fame fymptoms as men ; a fulnefs 



about the parts, almoft like an inflamed tonfil, a difeharge from the urethra, 
violent pain in making, water, and great uneafinefs in fitting from prdlu* 



on thole parts. 
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The bladder fonietiiiKS fympathife, prodticulg the &me ^nnptoim as in 
men, and it is probable that the irritatioo may be communicated even to 
the kidnics. It lus been aiTertcd that the ovaria are fbmetitnes afibflsd in a 
llmilar manner to the tcfticles in men : I have never Iben a cafe of this kind, 
and 1 ihotild verj much doubt it's exiftence t for we have no izdiance in 
other difea/es of the ovaria fympathiiing with thofe parts, or at Icaft pro* 
dticing luch fv'mptoms as would enable us to determine tliat thej did. That 
there arc however uncommon lymptoms eve r y now and then taking place, 
would appear from the following calc. ^ 

A lady had all the fymptoms of a venereal gonosTfaaea, foch as a difoharge, 
pain and frequency in making water, or rather a oontinued inclination to 
void it, and a heavinefs appitaching to pain about the hips and loins. The 
uncommon fymptom in this cafe, was great ftttuleocc in the ifonuich and 
bowels ; this laft fymptom was moft probably a fympothy with the uterus t 
there may poflibly be fympathies therefore with the ovaria. 

The inflammation frequently goes deeper than the furfoce of the parts t 
often running along the du(^ of the glands, and afledting the glands them- 
Iclvcs fo as to produce hard fwcllings under die'forface on the inlide of the 
labia, which fometimes fuppurate, forming fonall abfcefTe*, opening near 
the orifice of the s'agina. Thefe are flmilar to the inflanunations and fup* 
purations of the glands of the urethra in men. The diflfeitnt furface or 
parts which the difeafe attacks, make no diflindtion in the difeafe itfelf : it 
is immaterial whether it is a large or fmall furface, it only fhows that in 
one cafe the parts are more fufceptible of this irritation than in another, yet 
it may make the method of cure more complicated. 

It fometimes happens, that the venereal matter firom the vagina runs 
down the perioxum to the anus, producing a gonorrhoea or chancres there. 

How far the gonorrhoea in women is capable of wearing itfelf out, as in 
men, I cannot abfolutely determine ; but am much inclined to believe that 
it would ; for I have known many women who have got rid of a violent 
gononhoea without uling any means to cure it ; and indeed the great variety 
of methods of cure made ufe of in fuch cafes, all of which cannot poflibly 
do good, though the pat'icnts get well, feems to confirm this opinion. One 
circumllancc wluch appears as curious as any, is the foeining CODtiftuance 

of 
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xA 6i&i& io jdhe vagvu for years ; at kaft vk have reafon to believe tluf , 
as far at die tefUmony of the patient can be relied on ; and this long coiv* 
tinuance of it, wkhoot being cure^' Or tiring itfclf out at it does in men* 
is ptsbably owaag to it’s (being lefs wioleAt in the vagina. 

« ■ •: .. . ' ■ ; i .•/: ' • • • I i • . . ' ; • 

■ . ' • • ' : ’• ! ' . , , ^ 

I. OF THE PROOFS OF A WOMAN HAVING THIs' , 
COMPLAINT. 

It may be afked, what proof there is of a woman having a gonorrhcea 
when fhe is not fcnfible of having any one fymptom of the difeafe, and 
none appears to the furgeon on examination f In fuch a cafe the only 
thing we can depend upon is, the tellimony of thofe whom we look upon 
as men of veracity : fuch men aflert that they have been infedted by a 
woman in the fituation above-deferibed, although they have had no con- 
nection for fome months with any other woman. From this evidence it 
is reafbnable to fuppofe that the difeafe has been caught from fuch women ; 
and it would feem to put it beyond a doubt, when the &me woman gives 
the difeafe in this way to more than one man. The cafe of the woman 
giving the difoife to two men alternately at an interval of twelve months 
each time,* which gives a fpace of at leafl two years for the continuance of 
the difeafe, proves that it's communication is ahnoft the only criterion of it’s 
prefence. The cafe too of the young woman at the Magdalen hofpital,* 
confirms the fame opinion. Yet all this does not amount to an abfolute 
proof, for a found woman may have had connection with a man who had 
a gonorrhcea, or a man with chancres, and fbon after, that is perhaps 
within forty-eight hours, fhe may have admitted the embraces of a found 
man ; in fuch a cafe it is very pofTible that he may receive the infection from 
that matter which was lodged in the vagina by the unfound man, and 
yet the woman may not catch the difeafe ; for the matter may be wafhed 
away before it irritates the vagina, and this woman may be fufpeded of 
having a gonorrhoea, and apparently with great jufUce. A repetition of 

• Sec page 37. * See page 38. 
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thefc circumftanccs may be the caufe of many women appearing to have 
the difeafe for years, without really having it. Again, 1 have leen a buboe 
come on when the patient knew nothing of the complaint till that appeared, 
which one would think is an ablblute proof that there may be a gonor- 
rhoea without the patient knowing ; but even this is not altogether without 
£illacy, for there may have been an abforption of venereal matter depoiited 
in the vagina by fome infected man, which did not' produce any irritation 
there. 
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OF THE EFFECTS OF THE GONORRHOEA ON 

THE CONSTITUTION IN BOTH SEXES. 

T he difcafe I have been deferibing both in men and women, is local, 
and generally confined to the part allied, yet it fometlmes happens 
that the whole conllitution is more or lefs afiefted by it. Thus we find before 
there is any appearance of matter from the parts, that fbme patients complain 
of flight rigors : thefe are moft confiderable when the fuppuration is late in 
taking place. A remarkable inftance of this happened in a gentleman who 
had the infedlion twice’, the firft time he aiTured me that it was fix weeks 
between the time it was pofliblc for him to have contracted the difcafe, and it’s 
appearance ; and that for a confiderable part of that time he had often been 
indifpofed with flight rigors, attended with a little fiwer and reflleffncfs, for 
which he could aflign no caufe ; nor was he relieved by the ufual remedies 
preferibed in fuch cafes. A violent gonorrhoea came on, and thefe fymptoms 
went off, which appeared to me to explain the cafe. The fecond time it was 
a month from the time of infection before the gonorrhoea appeared, and for 
fbme weeks of that time he was fubjeCt to a fimilar indifpofition, which went 
off as before when the running came on. Here it would appear that we have 
fomething of a fuppurative fever, which perhaps often happens in this difeafe; 
but the inflammation being foiall and the fever therefore inconfiderable, it is 
commonly little noticed by the patient. The above gentleman not fufpeCUng 
any fuch complaint in the hrfl attack, had conne^on with his wife as ufual, 
and was afoaid when the difeafe appeared that he might have given it to herj 
but fhe never complained, which is a flrong circumftance in confirmation 
of the principle laid down above, that it cannot be communicated bjut by 
matter. 



• The cafe is mentioned before, ^»ge 39. 
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Thefe conftitutional iympathies from local fpecific difcafes, are the fame 
from whatever caufe they proceed j they arc the (ympathetic eff«Sts of irrita- 
tion or of violence, and it it probable that all remote Iympathies are, at lead 
in this refpcdl Amilar j for if they were Amllar to their caufe, it is moft 
probable that they vyould produce in the conftitutlon the fame kind of difeale 
which gave rife to them. - i ' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF THE CURE OF GONORRHOEA.’ 

F rom Uie idea which I have endeavoured to give of the venereal diieaie 
in general, ihowing that whatever form it appears in, it always ariies 
from the fame caufe, we fhould be induced to fuppofe that hnce we have 
a fpecific for fome of the forms of the difeafe, this fpccihc fhould be a cer^ 
tain cure for every one ; and therefore that it would be no difficult talk to 
cure the difeafe when in the form of inflammation and fuppuration upon the 
fecrcting furfaccs of any of the duds or outlets of the body j ‘ but from ex- 
perience we find the gonorrhoea the moft variable in it’s fymptoms while 
under a cure ; and the moft uncertain b the cure, of any of the forms of 
this difeafe j many cafes temoinating in a week, while others continue for 
months though under the fame treatment. 

The only thing neceflary to be done for the cure is, to defhoy the dif- 
pofidon and fpecific mode of a3ion in the fblids of the parts, and as that 
is changed the poifonous quality of the matter produced will alfb be deftroyed; 
this is the cu e of the difeafe, but not always of it’s confequences. 

I have already obferved, that this form of the difeafe was not capable of 
bang continued beyond a certain time in any confUtution ; and that in cafes 
where it was violent, or lafted very long, it was owing to tlie parts being 
very fufccptible of fuch irritation, and readily going on with it. As we 
have no fpecffic medicine for gonorrhcea, it is fortunate that time alone 
will eficdl a cure : it is therefore very reafbnable to fuppofe, that every fuch 
inflammation gets well of itfelf ; yet although this appears to be nearly the 
truth, it is worthy of confideration, whether medicine can be of any fervice 
in this form of the difeafe. I am inclined to believe it is very fcldom of any 
kind of ufc, perhaps not once in ten cafes j but even this would be of 
fome confequcnce, if we could diftinguifh the cafes where it is of fcrvice, 
from thofc where it is not. Upon this idea of every gonorrhoea curing itfelf, 
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I gave certain patients pills of bread which were taken with great regularit)'. 
The patients always got well, but Ibme of them I believe not Co loon as 
tliey would have done had the artificial methods of cure been employed. 

The methods of cure hitherto recommended, and Rill pradtifed by different 
people of the profeffion, are of two kinds, confifting either of internal re- 
medies, or local applications ; but in whichever of thcle two ways this 
difeafe is to be treated, we are always to pay more attention to the nature of 
the conllitution, os to any attending difeafe in the parts thcmlclves, or parts 
conneded with tliem, than the difeafe itfclf. 

The nature of tlie conllitution is principally to be learnt from the locaf 
effedls j for the local effedls of this poifon are fo different in difterent people 
as to require a treatment fuited to each variety ; but this has been too little 
attended to, from eve'ry one endeavouring to attack the immediate lymptoms, 
as if they had a fpecific for gonorrhosa. 

Whether the cure be attempted conllitutionally, locally, or in, both ways, 
nearly the lame principles are to be adhered to, except when e\'acuations 
are made ufe of, for we cannot evacuate locally. 

The firll thing to be confidered is, the inflammation itfelf, whether 
violent or mild, whether common or irritable ; yet even where this is afeer- 
talned, we have not in all cafes the cure in our power j for I have already 
obferved, that fome people are very fufceptible of tliis irritation, who are as 
it were infenfible to others ; and on the contrary, many are eafily affedted 
by common inflammation, who are infenfible to this. Thefe lad arc rather 
uncommon difpofitions, and the cure being always ealy they demand little 
attention. When the lymptoms are violent, but of the common inflamma- 
tory kind, which is to be colledled from the attending circumllances, par- 
ticularly the extent of the inflammation not exceeding the fpecific dillance, 
the local mode of cure may be either irritating or foothiiig, till the original 
violence is over. Irritation in the prefent cafe may be attended with lei's 
danger than iti the irritable inflammation*, and may alter tlie l^ific adHon ; 

but 

• It i, veVy Jiflicult to give dear ideas of diftindions in difeafe, when they are not marked by 
(bmething permanent as to time, fpace, See. I have ulcd the term irritahlt infarnmatitn, becaufe 
I think this kind of ijiflammauon takes place more in weak irritable habits than in others ; it 

appears 
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but to produce this efFedl it muft be greater than the irritation from the 
origbal injury. The parts would afterwards recover of themfclves, as from 
any other common inflammation. After all however, I believe the foothihg 
plan is the beft at the beginning. If the inflammation be great, and of the 
irritable kind, no violence is to be ufed in the cure, for -it will only incrcaie 
the lymptoms, unlefs we knew that the great degree of inflammation arole 
entirely from a fufeeptibility of tliis irritation, and that there was no general 
irritability in the conllitution, which feldom can be afeertained. In cafes 
where the fymptoms run high, nothing fhould be done that may tend to flop 
the difeharge, either by internal or external means, for by this nothing would 
be gained ; as merely flopping the diicharge does not put an end to the in- 
flammation. The conflitution is to be altered if pofliblc, by remedies 
adapted to each difpofition, with a view to alter tlie anions of the parts ariflng 
from fuch difpofitions, and reduce the difeafe to it’s fimple form. If the 
conflitution cannot be altered, nothing is to be done but to allow the parts 
to tire themfclves out by a continuance of the fame adlion. 

When the inflammation has confidcrably abated, the difeafe only now 
remaining in a mild fjrm, it may be attacked either by internal rem^es, or 
local applications. . If it be attacked locally, violence is flill to be avoided ; 
becaufe it may bring back the irritation. At this period gentle aflringcnts 
may be applied with a profpcdl of fuccefs j or if the difmfe has begun mildly, 
and there arc no figns of an inflan^atory difpofition, cither of the common 
or the irritable kind} in order to get rid of the fpecifle mode of aflion 
quickly, an irritating injetftion may be ufed, which will increafe the fymp- 
toms for a time, but when it is left off they will often abate, or wholly 
difappear. L» fucli a flate of parts, aflringcnts may be ufed j for the only 
thing to be done, is to procure a ceflation of the difcliarge, which is now tlic 
principal ijuriptom. 

appears to be guided by no law that I am acqoaintcd with. It may be called an iH-fonned inflam- 
mation, as not going through the ufual procefs to a natural . termination, but continuing with 
little variation ; and if fuch inflammation t6ok place in the cellular membrane, it would rather 
produce an oedematous fwclling than fuch as arifes from the extrarafition of coegulable lymph, 
which takes place in what 1 would call the true or healthy inflammation. 
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In tho(c calcs where the itching, pain, and other uncommon fen&tioni 
begin and go on long before the difeharge appears, I (hould be inclined to 
recommend the quieting or Toothing plan inftead of the irritating, with a view 
to bring on the difeharge, as that effedl is a ftep towards a refblution of the 
irritation ; but how far it would really be the proper plan I cannot ablblutcly 
fay, not having had experience enough in fuch cafes. One thing however 
I think I may aflm from realbning, that to uie aftringents would be bad 
pradbcc, as they would rather tend to prevent the difeharge from taking 
place, which might prolong the inflammation and protract the cure. In 
cafes of ftri€hirc, or in calcs of diieaf^ tellicles, I believe aftringents Ihould 
not be ufed, for we find in either cafe, while the difeharge lalls, both com- 
plaints are relieved ; therefore it (hould be left to itlelf more than when all 
the parts are otherwlfe found. If we had a fpecific for venereal gonorrhoea, 
the queflion would be, would this fpecific cure the irritation, before the full 
adtion (hould have taken place ? 



I* OF THE DIFFERENT MODES OF PRACTICE— 
EVACUANTS— ASTRINGENTS. 

The remedies commonly recommended in gonorrhoea, are of two kinds, 
internal and local. The former may be divided into evaciunts, and albingents. 

The evacuants are principally of the purgative or diuretic kind, wthout 
being confined to any particular medicines of thele dalles, every pradfitioner 
fuppofing that he is in pofleffion of the bell. Some ufe mercurial e\’acuants, 
while others carefully avoid mercury in every form. The neutral falts have 
been given from the id^ of their being cooling. Some of the profeflion have 
kept principally to diuretics, perhaps with two views, as evacuants adting 
upon the urinary paflages mechanically to walh off the venereal matter, or as 
fpecifics for the latter purpofc : nitre has been given with this view j bclidcs it 
has been fuppofed to lellen inflammation ; but it’s powers In tliis vs-ay I very 
much doubt. Under thefe different modes of treatment the patients always 
get well, and die cures have been alcribed by each Co his own method of 
treatment. 

Keeping 
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Keeping the body open in moft caies, even when the patient is otherways 
in health, muft no doubt be proper ; but what idea can we form of an irri- 
tation produced all along the inteftinal canal, curing a fpecific inflammation 
in the urethra ; yet there are cafes where a briflc purge has been of fervice, 
and even in fome has performed a cure ; but I fufpe<S that in fuch calcs the 
dileale was continued by habit only, and that this prafticc therefore would 
not have fucceeded in the beginning of the &me dil^fe. A gentleman had 
a gonorrhcea, all the lymptoms of which continued for two months, and by 
taking at once ten grains of calomel, which purged him moft violently, he was 
almoft immediately cured. The calomel could not have adled fpccifically, but 
by a kind of derivation, that is, an irritation produced in one part, curing 
one that lubfifted in another j but even if it Ihonid be granted, that in fome 
conftitutions purges have the power of making the folids Icfs llifccptiblc of 
this irritation, it cannot be fuppofed they will have this cfiisft in every cafe j 
in Ibme conftitutions they might debilititc, increafe irritability, and of courlc 
increalc the lymptoms. Thefe contrary effc<fts muft take place in different 
conftitutions in which a medicine has no fpecific atflion. On the fuppofition 
of the cure being promoted by an evacuation from the blood, what fervice can 
purging out fome of the blood in form of a fecretion from one part do, to an 
inflammation of another part ? On fuch a fuppofition, would not a fweat, or 
an increafe of faliva by chewing tobacco, or ftlmulating the nole by fnuff, 
all tend equally to cure a gonorrhoa ? But humors having been confidcred 
as die univerfal caufc of every difeafe, cfpccially thole in which pus was 
formed or a dilcharge produced, and purging having been fuppofed to be the 
cure for humors, purgatives were of conrfe made ufc of in this difeafe j and 
as the patients always got well, tire pradtice became generally cftablilhcd. 

Thofe who recommended mercury in this form of the difeafe, did It moft 
probably from the opinion that this medicine was a fpecific for the venereal 
difeafe in all it’s forms. On this fuppofition we can fee fome reafon for their 
praidticc, as it would be abforbed from the mtcftincs, circulate through the 
inflamed veflcls of the urethra, and thereby deftroy the venereal irritation. 
Here We can only fuppofe it to adh by it’s fpecific virtue; but I doubt very 
much of mercury having any fpecific virtue in this Ipccics of the difeafe, for 
I find that it is as foon curable without mercury as with it j and where it is 
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only ufed as a purge, or purged off the next day, and therefore only allowed 
to aft upon the bowels, I cannot conceive that it could have any more cfleft 
upon the venereal inflammation in the urethra, than an irritation in the 
bowels arifing from any other purgative. So little effeft indeed has this 
medicine upon a gonorrhcea, that I have known a gonorrheea take place 
while under a courfe of mercury fufficient for the cure of a chancre. Whether 
the gonorrhoea arofe from the fame infeftion that produced the chancre I 
cannot lay, nor can it be eafily determined in fuch calcs. Men have alio 
been known to contraft a gonorrhoea when loaded with mercury for the cure 
of a lues venerea, the gonorrhoea neverthelefs has been as ditficult of cure as 
in ordinary caics. 

A gentleman put himfclf under my care on the 27th of June, for tlie cure 
of two chancres and a buboc. I difperfed the buboc, but as he dilliked the 
unftion, I was obliged to fubilitutc mercurius calcinatus daily inilead of it, 
giving two grains in the evening and one in the morning. About the middle 
of July his mouth became fore, and the mercury was left offj we began it’s 
ufe again in a week, and he appeared to be quite well of his venereal com- 
plaints. I however continued the ufe of mercury, keeping his mouth fore, 
and on die i6th of Auguft while in this ftatc, he had conneftion with a 
woman, both on that and the following evening, and in five days after, a 
gonorrhoea appeared, and proved to be very violent. 

The lame general oblervations may be made with refpeft to diuretics. 

It is polliblc that fpccific medicines taken into the conllitudon, (if we had 
fuch) and pafling off by urine, might aft upon the urethra in their palFage 
through it. The balfams and turpentines pafs off in this way, and become 
fpccifics for many irritations in the urinary paflages j but how far medicines 
which have the power of alfofting particular parts when found, or when 
under difeafes picculiar to thofe parts, have alfo the powers of afiefting a 
Ipecific irritation in thefc parts, I know not j but do not believe they have 
any confidcrablc pxiwers in this way j it is pollible however, that they may 
remove any attending irritadon, although not the Ipecific one. Diuredcs 
have neverthelefs their advantages, for if they produce a greater quantity of 
v^ter, they do good but I believe [this had better be efiefted by fimplc 
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Digitized by Google 




OF GONORRHOEA. 



7S 

water, or water jcaned with fuch things as will encourage the patient to drink 
a good deal, as tea, capillaire, orgeate, and the like. 

Aftringcnts although often given, yet have always been condemned by 
thole who have called themfelves the judicious and regular practitioners } 
becaufc, according to them, there is fomething to be carried off, and if 
that is not carried olF a lues venerea is to be the conlequence. This reafon- 
ing is not juft, and therefore the thing to be confidered is, do they, or do 
they not aflift us in the cure of the gonorrhoea. I believe they do not in 
any cafe lellen the venereal inflammation j but certainly they often Icflen the 
difeharge. As that effeCt however docs not conftitutc a cure, it is not necef- 
lary to produce it. 

I can conceive that a combination of aftringcnts, clpecially the fpecific 
aftringcnts of thofc parts, as the ballams, with any other medicine which 
may be thought to be of fervice, may help to Icflen the difeharge in pro- 
portion as the inflammation abates ; and this I have often Icen, as will be 
explained more at Icngtli hereafter. 



II. OF LOCAL APPLICATIONS— DIFFERENT KINDS OF 
INJ ECTIONS — IRRITATING — SEDATIVE -EMOLLIENT- 
ASTRINGENT. 

Local applications may be cither internal to the urethra, external to the 
penis, or both ; all of which will in many cafes be neceflary. The inter- 
nal, or thofe applied to the urethra would feem the moft likely to cure this 
Ipccics of difeafe, by coming immediately in contadl with the difeafed parts ; 
for if they have any power of action, whatever that be, it muft be in oppo- 
fition to the venereal irritation j therefore we might fuppofe that moft 
irritations that are not venereal would tend to a cure ; but certainly tliis is 
not univerfally the cafe. If on the contrary the applications are fuch as 
quiet irritation, they muft allb be of fer\ice. 

Local applications to the urethra may be cither in a Iblid or fluid form, 
each of which has it’s advantages and difadvantages. A fluid is only a tem- 
porary application, and that of very ftiort duration, and is funilar to the 
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wafliing of a fore, which is I believe in moft cafes unnecel&ry, fori hmglnc 
tliat matter, from any .fore whatever, is always fuch as cannot ftimulatc. 
that fore into any adion j it can be of no confequence therefore whether the 
matter is allowed to lie upon it or not ; but by removing it the medicines 
are allowed to come in contad with the inflamed furiace. I apprehend it is 
only in this way the removal of it can be of fervice. The folid applications 
may remain a long time, and arc fimilar to the dreflings in the cafe of a 
wound. When the parts are not lb much inflamed as to prevent thdr ufe, 
they would appear to liave an advantage over the fluid applications by their- 
continuance ; but they in general irritate immediately, from their folidity 
alone. Thefe applications muft be in the form of a bougie > but I Ihould 
be inclined to fuppofe, that the lefs ufe we make of bougies when thefe parts 
arc in an inflamed ftate, the better ; although I cannot lay that I ever faw 
any bad elFcd from them in any cafe, when properly applied. 

Fluid applications to the infidc of the urethra arc commonly called injec- 
tions, and like the internal remedies, are without number ; every one think- 
ing, or whiling to make the world think, that his own is the belt. But the 
great variety of injedions, and every venereal Inflammation getting well 
during their ufe, which was Ukewife obferved to happen when internal 
medicines were given, are ftrong corroborating circumllances in favour of 
the opinion, that every fuch complaint will in time cure itfelfi I think 
however it appears from pradice, that an injedion will often have almoft 
an immediate effed upon the fymptoms, therefore they mull have Ibme 
powers } and yet the kind of injedion which would have the grcatcll fpecific 
powers, I believe is not yet known : if an injedion has no fpecific powers, 
it mull be very uncertain in it’s eflfeds, am! can only be of fervicc as fer as 
it may be adapted to a peculiarity of conftitution or parts. As injedions 
arc only temporary applications, it becomes nccelfery to ufe them often, 
efpecially in cales where they are found to be of fervicc j they Ihould there- 
fore be applied ns often as convenient, jicrhnps every hour, or even oftendr ; 
but this mull be regulated in feme mcafure by the kind of injedion j for 
if it he irritating it will not be proper to ufe h fo often, as it may be pro- 
dudtivc of bad confetpiences. 

Many 
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Mftny Injedions inunediately, or at Icaft icon after their application, re- 
move the fymptoms, and prevent the formation of matter, which has given 
rile to the notion of thdr (hutting up the dil«de, and driving it into the 
conAitution : but this fuppofol mode of producing a conAitutional com- 
plaint, is the reverfe of what really happens j for I. have already endeavoured 
to prove, that matter is the only fubftance in which the poifon is contained, 
and that the formation of the poifon is infoparable from the formation of 
matter ; therefore if we can prevent the one, the other cannot take place, 
and of courfe there can be no room for abforption, fo that there can neither 
be any power of infefting the conAitudon in the fame perfon, nor of com- 
municating the infedtion to* others.* 

When the difeharge is an cAedt of prefont inflanunation it may be Aopped 
by injedlions, though the inflammation Aill continue in fome degree, and 
may afterwards be removed without the difeharge ever reapf)earing. But I 
believe that by this pradHce little is gained, for the eAedt of the inflamma- 
tion is not the difoafo which we wifh to remove ; however we find that the 
fome method which Aops the difeharge, alfo removes the inflammadon, 
aldiough not always, and only I believe when the inflammadon is Alght. 

I fhall divide injedtions according to their pardcular effodls upon the 
urethra into four kinds, the irritating, fodadvc, emollient, and aAringcnt. 
The fpecific I believe is not yet difeovered, although a mercurial injeddon 
in fome form or other is by moA people fuppofed to be poffeAed of fuch a 
power, and of courfo this mineral makes part of many of the injedlions 
now in ufo. 

Irritadng injeddons of whatever kind I fufpedl in this difoafo adl upon 
the fiune principle, that is by producing an iiritadon of another kind, 
which ought to be greater than the venereal, by which means the venereal 
is dcAroyed and 16A, and the difoafo is cured, although the pain and run- 
ning may Aill be kept up by the injeddon, yet thofo efiedb will foon go off 
when the injeddon is laid afide, becaufo they arifo only from it’s irritating 
qualities. In this way bougies, as well as many injeddons may be fuppofod 
to cure ; and although they incrcafe the fymptoms for the time they never 



■ Vide page 12, what was (aid in the meUiod of contradiing the lues venerea. 
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can increaie the dlicafe itfelf, any more than the fame injection tvhich would 
produce the fame fymptoms if applied to the urethra of a found man can 
communicate the difiafe, Moft of the irritating injedHons have an aflringent 
eflFcft, and prove fimply aftringent when mild, their irritating quality de- 
pending chiefly upon their ftrength. 

As irritating injedions do not agree with all inflammations arifing from 
the venereal poifon,* it may be afked in what cafes are the irritating injec- 
tions to be ufed witli advantage ? This I have not been able to determine 
abfolulely ; but I think irritating inJedUons fhould never be ufed where 
there is already much inflammation, efpecially in conflitutions which cannot 
bear a great deal of irritation, as a previous knowledge of the difeafe in the 
fame perfbn fometimes teaches us ; nor fhould they be ufed where the irri- 
tation has fpread beyond the fpecific diflance ; nor where the tefliclcs arc 
tender, nor where upon the difeharge flopping quickly they have become 
fore ; nor where the perinxum is very fufceptible of inflammation, and 
efpecially if it formerly has fuppurated j nor where there is a tendency in 
the bladder to irritation, which is known from the patient having had for 
fome time a frequency in making water. In fuch cafes I have not fucceeded 
with them ; they not only do no good, but they often do harm ; for I 
have feen them make the inflanunation fpread further in the urethra" j and 
I think I have had rcafbn to fufpedl that they have been the caufe of 
abfeefles in perinao. But in cafes that are mild, and in conflitutions that 
are not irritable, injedhons often fucceed, and remove the difeafe almofl 
immediately. The pradlice however ought to be attempted with caution, 
and not perhaps till milder methods have feiled : two grains of corrofive 
fublimate difTolved in eight ounces of diflilled water, or rofe- water, is nearly 
as good an injedtion as any of the kind. But an injedlion of only half this 
ftrength may be ufed, where it is not intended to attempt 'a cure fb quickly. 
If however the injedlion, even in that proportion, gives conliderable pain in 
it’s application, or if it occafions a great increafe of pain in making water, 
it fhould be diluted, 

• For I h»w already remarked, that the inflammation varies according to the conftitution. 

* It is however to be remarked, that this lymptom is not always to be attributed to the injec- 
tions, for i( often b.'ippci)S when none have been ufed. 

Sctlativc 
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• Sedative injedtions will always be of fcrvice in cafes where the inflamma- 
tion is confiderable, not by leflening the difeale itfelf, but by leflening the 
dilcafed adtion, which always allows the natural adtions of the part more 
readily to take place ■, they are likewife very ufeful in relieving the painful 
feelings of the patient. Perhaps the bed fedative we have is opium, as well 
when given by the mouth or anus as when applied to the part affedted in 
the form of an injedtion. But even opium will not agree, or adl as a fedative' 
in all conftitutions or parts ; on the contrary it often has oppoiite effedls, 
producing great irritability. Lead may be reckoned a {<^tive,'fo far as it 
abates inflammation, while at the fame time it may a& as a gentle aflringent. 
Fourteen grains of ^cchanun iatumi, in eight oiuices of rofe-water, make 
a good festive aftringent injedtion. 

The drinking freely of diluting liquors may perhaps be coniidered as 
having a fedative efledt, as it in part removes fome of the caufes of irritation, 
rendering the urine lefs dimuladng, either to the bladder when the irritation 
is there, or to the urethra in it’s pafRge through it ; and it is poflible that 
diluting may ieflfen the fufoeptibility of irritation. The vegetable mucilages 
of certain feeds and plants, and the emollient gums are recommended ; but I 
fufpedl that this pradtice is founded on a mechanical notion, and that none 
of them arc of much fervice. I believe the advantage arifos chiefly from the 
quantity of water that is drank, therefore if the water be joined with any 
thing, fpirits excepted, that can induce the patient to drink freely, the pur- 
pofe is folly anfwered. I have however been informed by fome patients that 
they thought when the liquids they drank were impregnated with thofe 
fobflances, they had lefs uneaiinefs in making water. 

Emollient injedtions are the propercfl applications where the inflammation 
is very great ; they are moR probably uiefol by flrfl Amply wafhing away 
the matter, and then leaving a foft application to the part ; in which way I 
can conceive them to be of Angular fervice, by leflening the irritating efledU 
of the urine ; and indeed pradtice proves this, for we often And that a folution 
of gum arabic, nulk and water, or fweet oil, will leAen the pain and other 
fymptoms, when the more adtive injedtions have done nothing, or to appear- 
ance have done barm. 
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Ic very often happcn« thit the iniutkm is b great at the orifice of the 
methra, that the point of the fyriuge. caoaot be fttflered to enter ; when this 
is the cafe nothing ftiould be done in the way of injedUon till the inflanuna- 
tbn abate. Emollients may likewife be ufed externally m form of fomeo> 
tation. 

The aftringent inje^lions can only aiS by klfening the difeharge, they can 
have no fpecific effect upon the indammation ; but as they muA adoft the 
a£hons of the living powers, it is poffiblc they may alter the venereal 
difpofition. ' They fliould only be ufed towards the latter end of the difeafe, 
when it has become mild, and the parts b^tn to itch. But diis Hymld be 
according to circumftances, and if the difeafe b^n mildly they may be ufed 
at the very beginning ; for by gradually leffening the difeharge without 
increafing the inflammation, we complete the cure, and prevent a continua- 
tion of the difeharge, called a gleet. Injections of this kind very probably 
lliiiMikte in filch a way as to make the rdScis of the part contract, and 
probably hinder the aCt of fccretion ; wc can hardly fuppofc that they aCt 
chemically by coagulating the juices. They will have an irritating quality 
if ufed ftrong, which in feme meafurc defboys their aftringency, or rather 
makes the parts aCt contrary to what they would do from the applkation of a 
fimple aAringeat ; fe that they often incrcafe the difeharge initcad of leffening 
it, by which means the difeafe alfe may be cured, in the fame way as by ini- 
tating injections, that is by altering the difpofition of the infiammatxM. 
When more mild, they often flop the difeharge, without however in all cafes 
haftening the cure ; for the inflammation may lUll continue even longer than 
it otherways would have done if the tendency to fccretion had not bera Aop- 
pedj fer I have already obferved, that a furiace that difeharges has aiTumed 
the complete aCtion of the difeafe, which is one ftep towards a cure or ter- 
mination. However it femerimes happens, that an aferingent injeCUon will 
cure a flight irritation in a very few days. My experience has not taught me 
that one aftringent is much better than another. 

The aftringent gums, as dragon’s blood, the balfams, and the turpentines 
diflolved in water ; the juices of many vegetables, as oak bark, Peruvian bark, 
tormcntil root, and perhaps all the metallic falts, as green, blue, and white 

vitriols i 



Digitized by Google 




OF GONORRHCEA. * 



8i 



vitriols i the iaits df mercury, and alfo alum ; probably all aA as far as we 
yet know much in the fame way ; although we may alTert that they do not 
always adt equally well in every gonorrhcea, for on our changing the injec- 
tion a new one will fometimes fucceed after feveral others have been tried in 
vain. 

The external applications are generally poultices, and fomentations i but 
they can be of little fervice, except when the external parts, fuch as the pre- 
puce, glans, and orifice of the urethra, are in fome degree infiamed ; the laft 
indeed is almoft always more or lefs afiedled. ; 

When the glands of the urethra are fwelled lb as to be felt externally, the 
application of mercurial ointment to the part may be proper, but moR 
probably this will be of more fervice after the inflammation has fubfided. 
Indeed mercurial ointment is often applied to all the external furfaces of 
thole parts when in a ftate of inflainmation, }vith an emollient poultice 
<wer it { but I apa not perfedUy fatisfied of the utility of this pradlicc. 



! 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF THE CURE OF GONORRHOEA IN WOMEN. 

I N women the cure of the gonorrh®a is nearly the fame as in men ; but 
the difeafc itfelf being milder, and the fecondary fymptoms Icfs numerous 
In women, owing to there not being fo many parts to be affoScd, and to 
thefc parts not being cither of fo great extent, or fo liable to inflammation, 
the cure becomes more Ample. 

When the difeafe is in the vagina only, it is eafily cured; injedhons are 
the bell means that can be' ufed, and after injedling it may be proper to 
anoint the parts as far up as poflible with mercurial ointment,* and alfo to 
wafh the external parts often with the injedlion. 

> If the inflammation has attacked the urethra, injedlions there cannot be 
fo conveniently ufed, as it is almoft impoflible for the patient to throw an 
injedlion into that canal. 

The injcdlions recommended in the cure in men are equally ferviceablc 
here, but they may be made doubly ftrong, as the parts are not nearly lb 
Irritable as the common leat of this difeafc in men. 

If what I have faid of the dileafe in women be juft, we muft fee that it 
will be a diflicult thing to fay, with any degree of certainty, when the patient 
is well j becaiilc whenever the fymptoms are gone, the furgeon and the 
patient will naturally fuppofe the cure to be complete ; but a new trial of 
thofc part's may prove the contrary j or in cafes where the difeafe has never 
affefled the urethra, but only the vagina, and ftill more where no fymptoms 
have ever been obferved, it will be more difficult to fix the date of the cure j 
but general experience muft diredt the pradlitioner. 



• How tar mercurial ointment aflifts in the cure I have not been able to tietermine ; the 
pniclicv rather arites more from a Jiind of pradiical analogy than real knowledge of it’s ufe in 
lucii calcs. 

When 
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When the inflammation runs along the dudls of the glands, whether 
thole of the mouth of the vagina, or urethra, or afledts the glands them- 
Iclves, the fame method is to be followed ; in particular the mercurial 
ointment is to be freely applied to the parts. If the inflammation on the 
mouths of the dudbs is fo great as to Ihut them up, the dudt and glands 
will luppurate and form ablceflcs ; in fuch cafes it will be necefliuy to 
open them, or enlarge the opening already formed, and drefs the abfeefs as 
a chancre or buboe. 

In the cafe of a fimple running the conllitutlonal treatment will be taken 
notice of hereafter } but if any fuppuradon take place, the conllitution is 
to be treated as in chancres or buboes ; fbr moll probably ablbrpdOD will 
take place, and it's efieds muR be guarded agdnR. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OF THE TREATMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 
IN THE CURE OF GONORRHOEA. 

I N the cure of gonorrhoea, the coaititution is in fbme cafb to be as much 
attended to as the parts afieded. if not more ; but in general this is 
not necd&ty. The knowledge of the conlHtution is to be obtained in a 
great mcafure from the local fymptoms, and as fv as the conlHtutiomd 
treatment can be made fimilar to the local, they fhould correfpond. 

We find in many ftrong plethoric conftitutions, where both the powers 
and adtions are great, that the fymptoms are often violent. Thefe conlli- 
tutions have generally a ftrong tendency to fever of the inflammatory kind ; 
and probably the moft diftinguifhing mark of fuch a conftitution will be 
that of the fymptoms not extending beyond the fpccific diftance. Many 
medicines which might be of fervice in another conftitution will often prove 
hurtful here, in fo much as to increafe the very fymptoms they were meant 
to relieve. I have feen even opiate clyfters though they relieved at firft, yet 
in the end produce or increafe fever, and by that means increafe all the 
fymptoms. I have feen the balfam capivi given in fuch cafes increafe the 
inflammatory fymptoms, probably by ftopping the difeharge in part, which 
appears to be falutary. 

The treatment of fuch a conftitution when afFedled with this difeafe con- 
fifts chiefly in evacuations, the beft of which are bleeding and gentle purging. 

To live fparingly, and above all to ufe little cxercife, is neceffary j for 
although fuch a treatment does not leflen the venereal irritation, yet it 
removes the violence of the inflammation, and allows the parts to relieve 
thcmfelves. In this kind of conftitution therefore the difeafe is in the end 
fooneft cured, as there is not a difpofition to continue inflammation long. 

In the weak and irritable conftitution, the fymptoms are frequently very 
violent, arifing from great adtion in the parts, and often extend beyond the 

fpccific 
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Specific difUnce the iaflamtmdon runnbg aloag the urethra, and even 
aficAing the bladdO’, Inftead of evacuation, frhich would rather ag^vate 
the fymptoms than relieve them, the coniUtution Ihould be ihengthened, 
which will make it lefs fuiceptibic of irritation in general. - 

I have feen patients whole conftitutions were foch, that they were never 
lure of twenty>fbur hours health, and were always expecting when well, 
to be ill iboa, where the inflammation has been both confiderable, and exten- 
hve ; I have feen evacuations tried, and the lymptoms increafed ; but as 
ibon as the bark was given freely, they have become almoft immediately 
mild } and without ofing any other medicine the patients have got loon well. 
The medicine here adted upon the conditution, deftroyed the irritability, gave 
the ports a true and healthy fimflition of the venereal irritation, and brougirt 
the inflammation to that ftate in which it ought to be in a healthy fubjedt, 
whereby the conftitution was enabled to cure itlelf. 

> So capricious fometimes is diit form of the dilcale in if*s cure, that I have 
iecn by an accidcivtal fever coming on, the difeharge flop, the pain in 
making water go off,, and the gonorrhoea finally terminate with the fever. 
...In others .1 have, feen all the fymptoms of the gonorrheta flop by the 
coming on of a iever, and return again when it went off. In fbme I have 
feen a gonorrhcEa begin mildly, but a fevere fever coming on, and con~ 
dnuing far feveral days, has greatly increafed the fyrrrptoms, and on the 
fever going oflT, the gonorriKea has allb gone off. Although a fever dods 
not always. cure a gonoerheea, yet as it may, nothing fhoutd be done while 
the fever lafts j and if it continues after the fever is gone, it is then to bt 
treated accoidiog to the fymptoms. 

Unfortunately there arc cafes where no known method Icflens the fymp- 
tems ; evacuations have produced no abatement, the ftrengthening plan has 
been as nnfitccefsful : fedatives and emcdlicnts have procured no relief ; 
and timE aloac has performed the cure. With fiich the foothing plan 1 
believe is the beft, till we know more of the difeafe. Aftringents fhouM 
not be ufcd, their adlion upon the inflamed parts is uncertain, for they often 
do not kflbi the inflammation or the pain, altbou^ they may perhaps 
Icflcn the difeharge. The turpentines, efpedally the balfam capivi, and 
Canada balfam, leflen the difpofition of the parts to form matter, which 
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effedl'has always a falutary'appearancc j Ivut as tliey have nbt at'the fame 
time the power of Icflening.the inflammation,' they can be ofi'little ferviccl' 
Befides the various efFodls arifing from the difference of cdnflitiition in the 
gonorrhoea, we find that it is confiderably aftofled by the way of life, during 
the inflammatory date, and alfo by other dilcafes attacking the conftitution 
at the fame t'une. But this is common to all other difeafes: ifbr whenever 
we have a local difeafe, in which light I have cohlideted a’ gonorrhoea^ it 
is always aflFedtcd by whatever affi^ls the confUtution. Mod things that 
hurry, or incrcafe the circulation, aggravdtc the fymptoms,. fucli as violent 
cxercile, drinking too much of drong liquors, ;; mting ■ drbrig; ihdigedible 
food i feme kinds of which aft fpcdfically'pn thefc parts, and thereby in- 
crcafe the fymptoms more than Amply heating the body, fuch as peppers or 
fpiccs of all kinds, and fpirits. , ( , l: ih ■ u , 

From what has been faid in general, it mud appear that a gonorrhoea is 
to be cured in the fame way as every othcri inflammation ; and it mud alfo 
appear, that all the methods ufed are only to be cbnfidered as corre^ors of 
of irritation in general, and of diibrdered circulation. In cafes that have 
;bcgiin mildly, where the inflammation has been but.fliglit, .or >ia tbofe 
calcs where the violent fymptoms above j taken notice of have lubfided, fuch 
medicines as have a tendency to leflen the difeharge maybe given along 
with, the local remedies before-mentioned. The tur^ntines I believe 'arc 
the mod efficacious ; cantharides; the lalts of feme metals, fuch as of 
eppper, zink, ^ and lead, and alfo of feme parths, as alum, -are- drongly 
•recommended ;as adringents when given internally, . 

Whatever methods are ufed for the cure, either locally or conditutionally, 
it is always neceffary to have in view the poffibility of feme of the matter 
being abforbed, and afterwards appearing in the form of a lues venerea ; to 
prevent which I fhould be inclined to give finall doles of mercury internally. 
'At what time this mercurial courfe fhould begin I am not certain, but if the 
obfervation be jud, that a difpofition once formed is not to be cured by 
mercury, but tliat mercury has the power of preventing a difpofition from 
forming, as was formerly explained, wc fhould begin early and continue it 
to the end of the difeafe, till the formation of venereal matter ceafes, and even 

, for 



Digitized by Google 




OF GONORRHCEA. 



87 

for fomc time after. The mercurial ointment may be ufed where mercury 
di^grees with the ftoinach and inteftines, which is fometimcs the cafe. 

This prafticc appears to be more neceflary if the difeharge has contitmed a • 
confiderable time, and cfpecially if the treatment has been limply by evacu- 
ants, for in the former there is a greater time for abforption, and in the latter 
we may fuppofc a greater call for it, fuch medicines having no clFedt in 
carrying off the virus.”^ 

The quantity of mercury neceffary will be proportioned to the duration of 
the dilcafe ; a grain of mercurius calcinatus made into a pill, and taken 
every night, or one at night rfnd another in the morning may be fufficient. 

. Tlie fuccels of this pradlice in any particular cafe can never be afeertained, 
becaufe it is imjxjflible to lay when matter has been abforbed, except in cafes 
of buboes ; and where it is not known to be abforbed, it is impolTible to fay 
that there would have been a lues venerea if mercury had not been given, as 
very few are infe<fted from a gonorrhoea, although they have taken no mer- 
cury. It is however going upon the furell grounds to give mercury, as we 
may reafonably fuppolie it will often prevent a lues venerea, as it does when 
given during the cure of a chancre or buboe, where we know from experience, 
that without it lues venerea would certainly take place. 



CIIAPTliK 



Digitized by Google 



[ 88 ) 



I 



CHAPTER VII. 

OF THE TREATMENT OF OCCASIONAL 
SYMPTOMS OF GONORRHOEA. 

A S the following fymptoois are only occafional confequences of venereal 
gonorrhoea, being the eliafts of an irritation on the urethra, and 
therefore not venereal, they are Co be treated in the fanK mann er as if they 
arole from any other caulc. 



I. OF THE BLEEDINGS FROM THE URETHRA. 

I have already oblirved, that when the inflammation is violent, or fpreads 
along the urethra, there is frequently a difeharge of blood from the veflcls 
of that part. In fuch bleedings I have feen the balfam capivi given internally 
of Icrvicc, and I (hould fuppofe that all the turpentines would be equally 
ulcful. I cannot fay that I have done any good by aftringent injedlions; and 
in fome cafes, I have even fufpedted that they have been the caufe of this 
complaint. They always go off in the ufual time of the cure of the gonor- 
rhuea. 



II. OF PREVENTING PAINFUL ERECTIONS. 

Opium given internally appears to have great effeds in preventing painful 
eredions in many cafes ; I have known twenty drops of tindura thebaica 
taken at bed-time procure cafe for a whole night ; I think the cicuta has 
likewife fome jxjwers in this way. 



III. OF 
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III. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE CHORDEE. 

r # . ft 

• • * 

In the beginning of this complaint, bleeding from the arm Is often of 
fervice, but it Is of more Immediate lervice to take atvay blood from the part 
i^clf by leeches j for we often find by a veflel giving way in tlie urethra, and 
a conlidcrable hemorrhage enfulng, that the patient is greatly relieved. 
Fomenting the penis by holding, it oVer the ftedm of warm water will give 
cale, as \vUl alfo poultices ; and if camphire be added to the fomentation and 
poultice, it will in many cafes aflift in taking off the inflammation. Opium 
given internally is of Angular fervice,, and if joined with camphire the effedl 
will be ftill greater} but opium in fuch cafes adls rather by leflening the 
pain than by removing the inflammation, though by preventing eredions it 
may be faid to obviate the immediate caitfe of the complaint. , , 

When the chordcc continues after all other iymptoms are gone, I believe 
that litdc or nothing in the way of evacuation is neceffary, the inflammation 
being gone and a confequence of it only remaining, which will go off gradu- 
ally by tJw abfqrption .of- the citrawafated coaguhble, lymph r therefore 
bleeding in this cafe can be of.po.ofe;/ Rpbbing the parts with mercurial 
ointment will promote the ablbrptlon of the extra vafated coagulable lymph, 
for we find that mercury has coi^erable powers in exciting ablbrpt ion ; the 
frldion alfo will be ufe,. .IiXPOP I thought I favy. cx^fiderable benefit 
from giving the cicuta, after;! had tried the common methods , of cure. 
Elcdricity may be of fervice. (fiw I ;i'. : ; Ij ^ . 

This fymptom is often longer in going off than either die running or pain, 
but no bad confequences arife from it } it’s dcclenlion is gradual and uni- 
form, as, happens with moft coofequenccs.ofiinflanimation. 1 

In relieving the chordec, or the remains of it which appear to arife from 
fpafm, I have known the bark of great fcrvioc.- Evacuations whether from 
the part, or from the conflitutioo, generally do barm. . . 
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IV. OF HIE TREATMENT OF* THE SUPPURATION OF 
THE GLANDS OF THE URETHRA. 

SUPPUR ATio.Ns ip the glands of the urethra I fufpedl Ihouldbc treated as 
, chancres, tJierefore mercury ought to be given, as will be explained in fpeak- 
ing of that form of the dileafe. 

Should a fuppuration take place in Cowper’s glands, it demands more 
attention ; the abfeefs muft be opened fiecly, and pretty early, as the 
matter if confined might make it’s way either into the fcrotum or urethra, 
which would be produftive of bad conlequences. Here allb mercury 1 
believe muft be given, and perhaps as freely as in a buboc ; in fhort, the 
treatment ftiould be the fame as in a venereal ulcer ; and in this refpeift it 
will differ from the treatment of thofe abfeeft'es which arife in confequcnce 
of ftridture, to be taken notice of hereafter. 



V. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE AFFECTION OF THE 

BLADDER. 

When the difeafe extends as far as the bladder I do not know a more 
troublefbme complaint. It is however one of thofe complaints from which 
fcldom or ever any bad confequences arife, and in general it will get well of 
itfelf; but I fufpedt that it fometimes lays the ground-work of future irri- 
tation in that vifeus, which may prove very troublefbme, and even dangerous; 
but this is only conjedhrre. 

Opiate clydlers, if nothing in the conftitution forbids the ufe of them, 
procure confiderable temporary relief. The warm bath is of fervice, altho’ 
not always ; and bleeding pretty freely, if the patient is of a full habit often 
gives great relief ; leeches alfo applied to the perinxum have good effedts ; 
but in many conftitutions bleeding will rather do harm ; and I believe we 
fhould be cautious in making ufe of this evacuation, for I have already 
obferved, that many of thefe cafes arc rather fjmpathetic than inflamma- 
tory. 
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tory. ■ How far an opiate plaiftcr applied to the region of the pubis would 
be of fcrvice I do not know. If applied to the fmall of the back, or 
origin of the nerves of the bladder, it might perhaps be of ulc j and prob- 
ably a fmall blifter on the perinamm would anfwer in fuch cafes as well as 
it does in thole irritations of the bladder which arife from other caul^, as 
will be taken notice of hereafter. But m fpite of every attempt, the affec- 
tion of the bladder often continues for a confiderable time, producing other 
fympathies in the neighbouring parts. 



VI. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE SWELLED TESTICLE. 

WuEirthc tefticle fympathifes either with the urethra or bladder, and 
inflames, I believe that reft is the beft remedy; lying in an horizontal 
pofttion is the eafieft, as fuch a pofitlon of body is the beft for a free cir- 
culation. If the patient cannot fubmit to an horizontal polition, it is 
abfolutely neceflary to have the tefticle well fufpended ; indeed the patient's 
feelings will make him' fly to that expedient the moment he is acquainted 
with the eafe it procures. 

In this complaint perhaps there is no particular method of cure ; it is 
to be treated as inflammation in general, by bleeding and purging, •if the 
conftitution requires them, fomentation and poultices. Bleeding with 
leeches I have often feen of fervice, although we cannot well account for 
this, as the vefTels of the ferotum have but little connection with thofe of 
the tefticle. 

As I do not look upon the fwclling of the tefticle to bo venereal, mercu- 
rials can be of no fcrvice in thefc cafes when in a ftate of Inflammation, 
but arc ufeful when the inflammation is gone, and the induration only 
remains. 

Vomits have been recommended in fuch cafes, and are fbmetimes of 
fcrvice. I have known a vomit aCt like a charm, however this is not a 
conftant efleCl. The effeCts of the vomit moft probably arife from the fym- 
pathy between the ftomach and the tefticle. Opiates are of fervice, as they 
arc in moft irritations of thofe parts. When fuch fwellings fuppuratc, 
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which they fcJdom do, tiiey require only to be treated as common fuppiira- 
tions, and mercury need not be given. 

In the hillory of this difeafe I obferved, and indeed it has been obferved 
by moft writers, that when a fwclling came upon the tefticlc in confequcnce 
of a gonorrhoea, the running ftopped ; or when the running ftopped, the 
tcfticlc fwcllcd j but wliich was the caufe, or which was the effect, has not 
yet been afeertained. It has been alfo obferved, that when the running 
returned, the telliclc then fliowed the flrft lymptoms of recovery, fo that 
by the tefticle loofing it's fympathifing a<ftion, the atition was reflored to 
the urethra ; and here alfo it has not yet been afeertained, which is the 
caufe, and which is the cffedl j but from a fuppofition that tlte flopping of 
the difeharge in the urethra was the caufe of the fwclling, it has been attri- 
buted to the mode of treatment of that irritation, and by fome to injedUons. 

It has been advifed by many, and fome have attunpted, to procure 
a return of the mnning j but the methods they ufed were hardly founded 
upon any found principle. Mr. Bromfidd appears to have been the firft who 
recommended a treatment fuitable to this theory, whidx was to, irritate the 
urethia to fuppuration again, by introducing bougies. I cannot fay iJiat I 
have feen that benefit that could have been wifhed, or that the firfl .idca 
might make us expoil, from this pradUce. Some have gone further, by 
icconuDending the introdu<flion of venereal matter into the urethra ; but this 
appears to be only conceit, and is founded upon a fuppofition that fuch di- 
f^cs arife only from venereal irritations ; but I have already obferved that 
they are produced by others. 

It is generally a long time before tlie fwclling of tlie tcfliclc Intircly fub- 
fides, although it does fo more quickly at firfl than fwellings of this part 
arifing from other caufes ; but when the inflammation is removed, and the 
fwclling only remains, evacuations never arc of fervice. Before it becomes 
lefs, it generally becomes fofter, commonly on the anterior furface ; and 
this goes on tin the whole becomes perhaps fofter than natural, and then it 
diminifhes. . ■, 

It is flill much longer before tlie epididymis comes to Its natural flate, 
and indeed it is often years before it returns to it's natural flze and fbftncfs, 
and fometimes it never docs } however this is of no great confequcnce, as 
, there 



Digitized by Google 




OF GONORRHCEA. 



n 

there is no inconvenience ^riling from a continuance of the hardnefs fimply ; 
though fometimes I am inclined to believe fuch tefticlcs arc rendered totally 
ufclefs. I never had an opportunity oS examining the tciticlc of one that 1 
knew to have this complaint but I have examined tefticles when: the ^i-i 
didymis had the fame external feel, and the canal of the vas deferens was 
obliterated } but this I rather fufpedt is feldom the cafe, for there arc people 
who have them both fwclled, and notwithftanding have evacuations of the 
femen as before. 

It is in this ftage of the complaint that rcfolvcnts might be of fervice, 
fuch as mercurial fridtion joined with camphirc. Fumigations with aromatic 
herbs, which may ftimulate the abforbents to action in order to take up the 
fuperfluqut matter. Ele^icity has been in fimio cafes of Angular fervice. 



VI. OF THE DECREASE AND TERMINATION OF THE 
SYMPTOMS OF GONORRHOEA. 

The dccreafe of the difeafe is generally known by an abatement of feme' 
qr all of the above-ntentioned fymptoms. The pain in the part becomes 
lefs, or terminates in an itching Amilar to the beginning of many gonorrhoeas/ 
and at laA entirely goes off; the fenfe of wearinefs about the loins, hips, - 
telliclcs, and ferotnm, is no longer felt, and the tranfparent cheny-lKe 
appearance of the glans poois gradually vaniAies ; thefe are the beA Agns of* 
an abatement of the difeafed a^ion. ^ ' 

The running becomes lefs, or if it does not diminiAi becomes ArA whiter, * 
then of a paler colour, and gradually becomes more Aimy and ropy in con- 
fidence, which has always been conAdcred as the moA certain fign of an 
approaching cure j and at leA it entirely difappears. When the running 
becomes more flimy it is then changed from matter to the natural Auid 
which lubricates the paAhge, and alfo to that" Auid which appears to be* 
preparatory to coition j but it is oAen very inconAant in it’s appearances, . 
ariAng frequently from diAnent modes of living, &c. 

It very often happens that all die fymptoms Aiall totally difappear, and 
the patients Aiall think themfelvcs cured, and yet all the fymptoms Aiall 
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come upon them anew, but commonly milder, though in Ibme cafes they 
are as violent, or even more violent than at firft ; and this takes place fome- 
times at a confiderable diftance of time. I have known the fymptoms 
return a month after every appearance of the diieaie had been removed; 
however in fuch cafes they leldom laft long. How far this lecond attack is 
to be looked upon as truly venereal is not yet I believe afeertained ; nothing 
can prove it abfolutely but the circumllance of giving it to a found perlbn. 
What may be the cafe with thofe in whom it has returned foon after the 
going off of the fymptoms, I will not pretend to fay ; but I fliould very 
much fufpe<ft that where it has continued well for a month, a return would 
not be venereal ; but this is only conjedhire, and if wc were to rcafon upon 
it, we might eafily reafon ourfclves into a belief that it was venereal ; for if 
the parts can fail back again into one mode of adlion, that of inflammation 
and fuppuration, there can be no rcalbn why they fhould not fall back 
again into the fpecihe mode of a£lion ; however as the conunon eifi^ of 
irritation is fuppuration, and as the fpecific fuppuration requires a peculiar 
irritation, it is eafier to conceive that the parts fhould fall into the common 
mode of adlion, than into both. It is poffible however that in fuch cafes 
it is only the venereal adlion that is fufpended, and thus becomes fimilar to 
what happens between the contamination and complete appearance of the 
difeafe. 

In women returns of the fymptoms are more frequent than in men, par- 
ticularly of the difchaigc; which being fimilar to the fluor albus, and fre- 
quently taken for that difeafe, gives lefs fufpicion, although it is perhaps 
equally bad. 

The diffin€tion between a gonorrhoea and a gleet is not yet afeertained, 
for the inflammation fiibfiding, the pain going off, and the matter altering, 
are no proofs that the poifon is deftroyed ; for it is no more necelTary there 
fhould be a continuance of the inflammation to produce the fpecific poifon, ' 
than it is neceffary for a continuance of the inflammation to produce the 
gleet, as will appear evident from two cafes before related.* 

• Vide page 38 and 39. 

' The 
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The iirft of thefe cafes fhows that the inflammation is not neceflary to the 
exiftence of the venereal poifon ) and on the contrary, the inflammation 
may cxift after the matter difcharged has ceaiixi to be venereal ; for I have 
known cafes where the inflammation and difcharge have continued for 
twelve months, and with confiderable violence t and there has been a con- 
nofUon with women without a fufpicion of giving them the difeafe ; how- 
ever this is not an abfolute proof that there is no virus in the difcharge. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE SYMPTOMS 
WHICH OFTEN REMAIN AFTER THE DISEASE 
IS SUBDUED. 

I T often happens after the virus is deftroyed, and the venereal inflammation 
removed, that fome one, two, or more of the fymptoms dull continue, 
and perhaps prove more obilinate than the original difeafe itfelf ; fome of 
them fliall continue through life, and even new ones fliall fometimes arife as 
foon as the firft fubfide. All thefe lymptoms are commonly imputed by the 
patients themfelves, and what is Rill worfe, either ignorantly or illiberally by 
fome of the profeflion, to the original difeafe having been ill treated, or as is 
vulgarly faid ill cured. But certainly fo far as we are yet acquainted with 
the difeafe and method of cure, this is not truCj for the methods of treat- 
ment, though numerous, may be faid to be very fimilar, and we lhall find 
thefe fymptoms not to be confequences of any one mode of treatment, but 
that tliey happen indifcriminatcly after them all. Yet I can conceive that 
many conftitutions, and particular parts, often require one mode of treatment 
in preference to another, and probably require modes that we are not yet 
acquainted with j but if thefe peculiarities of conftitution or parts arc not 
known, which muft often be the cafe, the pradUtioner is not to be raflily 
accufed of ignorance. 

In the introduflion I obferved, that the venereal difeafe is capable of 
calling intoadlion fuch fufeeptibilities as arc remarkably ftrong, and peculiar 
to certain conftitutions, and countries ; and as the fcrofula is predominant in , 
this country, fome of the effedls of gonorrhoea may partake of a fcrofulous 
nature. 

The lymptoms which continue after the virus is gone, do not owe their 
continuance to the fpccific qualities of the virus, but to it’s effedls upon 
the parts, fuch as inflammation and it’s confequences j for the fame degree 
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of inflammation arSfing from any other cauie would leave mod of the iame 
effisdb. But 1 fufpeft that the ccmtinuance of the difcharge called a gleet n 
an exception to tliis j for we find that it is often cured by the fame mode of 
a&ion which would produce the other fymptoms, that is, inflammation ; and 
wc find in general that a difcharge brought on by violence of no fpecific 
kind, does not laft longer than the violence, eVen although the caule has been 
continued for feme time, as is often the cale during the uic of bougies. 

The find of the continued fymptoms may be reckoned the remains of the 
dilagmable ienfations excited by the original difeafe. 

The iecond, die difcharge called a gleet. 

The third, the chordee. • . ‘ 

The fbarth, the irritable ftate of the bladder. 

The fifth, the incteafe and hardnefs of the-epididymis.' 



I. • OF THE REMAINS GF THE DISAGREEABLE SENSA- 
TIONS EXCITED BY THE ORIGINAL DISEASE. 

The ftrange kind of fimfations which continue in the urethra and glans, • 
happen more frequoitfy when ^ bladder has ^rhpathifed with the urethrk 
in the time of the dlftafe; fer then there is often the rhhains of the old 
fhooting pains in the glans, or on it's furRCe,- which ta^ their rife from thd 
bladder. • Theft however commonly ^•oflP', iydom bong the fo r e runn er s of 
any bad fymptoms, and therefore arenocto^be confidered as part of the difeafe 
buemewiy a oonfeyc i ws yertlisf^afOofi^ very trOuMcfomc, and teazing 
to the padent; keq»fng his mind always in doubt whether he is cured or not, 
which makes him ftequendy become the dupe of ignorant or defighing men. 

As theft remaining fbnfttions vary Confiderabfy m their nature perhaps no' 
one mediod of treaimeM will always be proper. I have known a bougie 
introduced a few dtt^ Hke off entirely die difkgreeablc ftnfation in the’ 
urethra, and 1 have known it do- no gO^. Gentle irritating injeCHons uftd 
occafionslly will often alleviate 'in fome degree dioft complaints. A grain' 
of corrofive fublftnate to dgln ounces of wkter makes a' good injection for 
this puipoft, but fitch appUcadons are in general no more than palliatives. 

C c I have 
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, IihaTjTjknQwn t))c i|fe.Qf hemlock lelievc the (fymptoms very much, and in 
ibme caics entirely cure them, while in many others it has not had the leaft 
^eft. 

A bliAer applied to the perina^um will entirely qure ifome of the nmauung 
^mptoms, even, when thqy. extend towrar^.thc bladder,, as will be explained 
her^ter •, indeed it apprars to have more eSeft ithan any oth/er xemedy. A 
bliftcr to the finall of the back .will alfo giyp relief, bvtt not ^ <^6bually as 
when applied to the perin^m. 

The following cafes are remarkable in/lances of this. A Portuguele gen- 
tleman about twen^-hve years of age had poptra^pd a veocp»l gooorrhasa 
of which he was cured, but for two years after m.any of the lyjQsptoms ilill 
continued, and even with confidetable violence. ' The fymptoms were the 
following ; a frequency in making water, and, whfin'the inpUnation came on 
he could not retain it a moment ; a ftraining, and pain in the bladder after 
voiding it ; a conftant pain in the region of the bladder ; a fhooting pain in 
the urethra, which extended , often to 'the(anus;"flrangc fenfations in the 
perinaeum j a Icnfe of wearinefs in the tcfticks ; and if he at any tinae prefled 
his thighs clofc together, it brought on the pain or Icnfation in the perinaeum. 
It was ^ppo&d at Liibon that he had the Aone, and he came over to Lon- 
don tor a cure o^ that dUbife. He wa$; examined, but no Anne was £bundf 
was ordered to vyaAt the' cJfternal parts every; morning with cold water, 
which he did for a &rtnight, but found no benefit. 1 ms confultcd, and: 
vnformed of all foe a^ve-mentiqned circumAaoces. As a Aafif had been. 

there could be no Axiflure •„ hpwever I thought it was polTible there 
might be a difbafed proAate glapd, and therefore examined him by the anua j 
but found that gland pf it’s hatmal fize and firmfl^s. 'As there was no viAble. 
iteration of Amdfure any where to be found, I looked upon the. difeafe as 
only" i wrong adion of the parte, and therefore, ordemd a bliAer to be applied 
to the perinxum, which relieved him. abnpft imipedwtely.; it was onlykcpt 
open for a few ^ys, and foe whole of the. fyp^ptotns wcrC:cntuely removed. 
H.e ret^ned his water as ufual,'iall. the Arange renfofo?ns went off, and foe 
bliAercd part was allowed to h^al.' About ;a fortnight after, he got a freAx 
venereal gonorrheea, which alarmed him very much, as he was afiaidi it 
might, ijri^ back all. his former iymptoms, which however did not return, 
,1 '' and 
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Bnd vmi Tom cored <of gOHCI'i%4£a. He Rayed iA London fome time 

after, without any rekpfe^ 

Another cafe, was that of a gentleman’s fertant in the country. He had, 
from a vruereal cavde, a difagieeable <hn(ation whenever he made water, alfo 
a xmniiDg, and feme degree of chMdee, and had laboured under tfiefc fyrnp- 
toms ibr a cottfiderable time. He had undergone a coiuRi of mercury which 
lafted two months, on a luppofitton of the venereal virus hot being deftroy^, 
but 'without c&d. He had after that been bled, ul«l powders of gum 
atabk and tragacanth, and taken calomel in finall dofes, with ho better 
foocefr. He then had recouiic to injoftions and bougies of all kinds, but 
widaout receiving any benefit from them. On the ground of the fymptoiris 
DOt being venereal, but only wrong adtioiis of the parts, a blifter was applied 
upon the perinsum, repeated and kept open fix days, when the fyfnptOms 
totally difappeared, and had not recurred a twelvemonth after. 

pradticc is not only of fcrvice where there has been a preceding 
gonorrhoea, but I have found it remove almoft immediately common 
ftnmgurics, where the turpentines and opium, both by the mouth and anus, 
had proved ineftiktual, and when the catheter had been neceftarily introduced 
twice a day to draw off the water. But of this more folly hereafter. 

Elcftricity has been found to be of fcrvice in fome cafes, and therefore may 
Ise ttkd either in the'firft inibnee, or when odter means have failed. 



n. OF A GLEET. 

. Wmatbver. method has been ufel in the cure of the venereal inflam- 
matioa, whether injedtions, or intemal medicines, mercurials, purgatives, 
oc aftringents, it often happens that the fonh^on of pas fhall continue, 
and prove mt»e tedious and difficult of cure than die original difbfe. For 
as I have already obferved, the venereal inflammation is of foch a nature as 
to go off of itfclf, or to wear itfelf out ; or, in other words, it is fuch an 
suRion of the living powers as can fubfift only fora certain time. But this 
is not the cafe with a gleet, which feems to take it’s rife from a habit'of 
action which the parts have contradled, and as they have no difpofltion to' 
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lay afide till? aiHon it of courfe is continued j for we findf in thofe gonor* 
rhoeas which laft long, or are tedious in their cure, that this habit is more 
rooted than in thofe which go off foon. 

This difeafe however has not always the difpolition to go on, for it 
often appears to ftop of itfelf, even after every method has been inefiedually 
pled. It is moil probable that this arifos from fome accidental changes in 
the conflJtution, not at all depending upon the nature of the diicafe it&lf. 

I have fuf^iedled that there was fomething of a fcrofulous adlion in fome 
gleets. We find frequently that a derangement of the natural aSions of 
a.pfirt wi^l be the caufe of that part fiUling into fome new difoafed adion, 
to wiiich there v(ay be a Arong tendency in the conAitution. We find that 
a cold falling on the eyes product a fcrofulous weaknefs in thofo parts, 
with a conffderable dilcharge. There are often forofolous fwellings in the 
tonfils from the fame caufo. 

This opinion of the natiu;e of fome gleets is Arengthened by the methods 
of cure, for we find that the fea-bath cures more gleets than the commoa 
cold-bath, or any other mode of bathing. 1 have never yet tried tibe in> 
temal ufo of thofo nacdicines which are generally given in the fcroAila ;; but 
I have found fea-water diluted, and ufod as an injedlion cure fome gleets, 
though not always cffoAual. 

A gleet is generally underAood to arifo from a weaknefs ; this certainly* 
gives us no idea of the difoafo, and indeed there is none which can be an- 
nexed to the expreflion. By mechanical weaknefs is underAood the not 
being able to perform fome a^on, or fuAaia fome force } by animal weak- 
nefs the lame ; but when the exprcffion is applied to the animal's perform- 
ing au uncommon, or an additional, a^qn, I dq opt ptrfoAly uaderAanii. it. 

Upon this idea of weaknefs depended in a great meafure the method of- 
cure s but we Aiall find that the treati|ient founded on this idea is fo fiu*^ 
from anfwering, in all cafes, that it often does harm, and a contrary prac- 
tice is fucccfsfiil. 

A gleet diAers^ from a gonorrheea, firA in this, that though a iconfequence> 
of it, it is perfofUy innocent with refpeA to iofo<Rion. Secondly, when it‘ 
is a true gleet it is generally difforqnt in fome of the confhtucnt parts of 'the- 
difol^rge, whitdt conjiAs of globular bodies floating or wrapt in a llimy 

mucus 



Digitized by Google 



OF GONORRHCEA 



lOI 



mucus inftead of a feram. But the urethra is fo circumflanced as cafily to 
fall back into the formation of pus, and this commonly happens upon the 
leaft increafe of exercife, eating or drinking indigeltible food, or any thing 
which increafes the circulation or heats the patient. The virus however I 
believe does not return j but of this I am not certain, for there are cafes 
that make it very doubtful, as was before obferved. 

I am inclined to fufpedt that a gleet arifes from the furface of the urethra 
only, and not from the glands ; for I have obferved in feveral infeances, that 
when the paflage has juft been cleared either by the difeharge of urine, or 
by the ufe of an injedtion ; a lafeivious idea has caufed the natural flime to 
flow very pure, which I do fuppofe would not have happened if the parts 
fccreting the liquor had aflifted in forming the gleet. 

A gleet is fuppofed to be an attendant upon what we call a relaxed con- 
ftitution j but I can hardly lay that I- have obferved this to be the cafe; at 
leaft I have feen inftances where I Ihould have expedted fuch a termination 
of a gonorrficKi if this had been a general caufe, but did not find it lb'; and 
I have feen it in Jlrong conftitutions^ at leaft in appearance, in every other 
refpedf. Gleets do not in all cafes arife from preceding gonorrhoeas, but 
fometimes' from 'other difeafes of the urethra. A ftridlure in tlie urethra is 
I believe almbft^always attended with a gleet ; it Ibmetimes arifes allb from 
a difeafe in the proftate gland. 

• When a' gleet does not arife from any evident caufe, nor can be fuppofed 
to be a return of a former gleet in confequence of a gonorrhoea, a ftridlure, 
or difeafed proftate gland is to be fufpedlcd ; and inquiry Ihould be niade 
into the circumftanccs of making water, whether the ftream is fmaller than 
common ? whether there be any difficulty in voiding it ? and whether the 
calls to make it are frequent ? If there Ihould be fuch fymptoms, a bougie 
of a- fize rather lefs’ than the common, ought to be ufed, which will if there 
is a ftridlpre flop when it reaches it ; and if it pafles on to the bladder with 
tolerable eafe', the difeafe is probably in the proftate gland, which lliould be 
hext examined. But more fully of both thefe complaints hereafter. 

• ; i 

■ r 
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C H A P T E R IX. ^ ' 

OF THE CURE OF GLEETS. 

A s this diicharge, has no fpccific quality, but depends upon the cca-f 
Aitution of the patient, or nature of the prts themielvcs, there 
can be no certain or Axed method of cure ; ai>d as it is very difficult to And 
out the true nature of diAerent conAitutions, or of parts, it becomes equalJ^ 
difficult to preferibe with certainty the medicines which will beA fuit this 
difeafe ; for So great is the variety in conAitutions, that what in one cafe 
proves a cure, wAl in another aggravate the complaint. , i . 

The cure would appear to depend open a change being produced in the 
adtion of the parts, and that change may be produced in a great many ways. 
In different conAitutions, each ^ving a mode of adtion prculiar to itfelf, 
which I believe cannot be at ArA known. 

Whatever method of cure is followed,: it will probably be a continuatioa 
of that which was put in pradlice towards the latter end tjf the cure of die 
gonorrhcca, and which was meant as a prevention of gleet. If fuch methods 
have not been already ufed, th^ may be tried now, and according 

to circumAanccs. 

There are two ways of attempting the cure of this complaint, conAitu-* 
tional. Of local. , j , 

i . 

I. OF THE CpNSTITUTIONAL METHOD 6 f' CUR?.* , 

Medicines, when taken into the conAitution with a view to the. cure of 
gleet, may be fuppofed to adl in tlirec ways, as fpccihcs,* Arengtheners, 
and aArlngcnts. 

* It may be neceflary to remark here, that by fpeclfic I do not mean a fpecific for the dileala^ 
but only fudi medicines as adt fpccifically on thofe parts, as the turpentines, cantharides, ttc. 
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The fpecific power of internal medicine upon thhfc parts is not" very 
great, however we find that fbme of fhem, fuch as the balfaras, turpen- 
tines, cantharides, &c. are of ulc, efpccially in flight cafes. I think T 
have been able to afeertain this fa<S, that when the balfams, turpentines^ 
or cantfaarides, -itre of fcrvicc diey arc almoft immediately fo ; therefore if 
upon trial they are not found to IclTen, or totally remove the gleet in five or 
fix days, 1 have never continued them longer. And even where they have 
cither leflened or totally removed the gleet in that time it will often recur 
upon leaving them off, and therefore they fhould be continued for fome 
time after the lymptrans have difappearod.i 1 have known cafes where thfc 
gleet has difappeared immediately upon taking the balfam capivi, and re- 
curred upon leaving it off ; and I havfe alfo feen where that medicine has 
kept it off for more than a month, and yet it has recurred immediately 
upon laying it afide, ' and Aopped again as quickly, upon luving rccourfe to 
it. In fueh cafes the other methods of cure fhould be tried. The balfams 
(pay either be given alone, or mixed with other fubfbnces fb as to make 
themicfs.difegreeable. „ . il 

The general ftrengtheners of the habit need only be given when the pttrts 
aft merely as parts of that habit, and by difpofing the whole to aft prdl 
perly, thefe parts ate alfo difpofed to aft in the fame way, fuch are tfte c^d- 
bath, fea-bathiog, the bark, flcel, 6cc. 1 j - (' •• 

Aflringents talxa into. the conftitution have no great powers, and if they 
lyid, they might he very improper, as any thing that could aft with powers 
M the eonftitution. equal xo what would be neceffitry here, might very muc6 
a^ft many natural operations in the animal seconomy. ' The affringunt 
gums, and felt of Acel, are commonly given. ! ' ■ r • .'f -c 

•I, , t , • . ^ ) U ^ rJ iJ^k „ V, i V vii t 

: . j 7' ‘ ' • vJ ; n: 

■ ; ■ . U. OF THE : LOCAL METHOg^ OF ClURE. -r. 0 .^. 

,r. ' . .il'j ;.li i'j ■; J ic> ■• it «'?i 

Th E fecond mode of cure is by local applications ; thefe nta)l 'be 'dlWlkd 
ii«o four,- which are, ^Kcifics, aftrin^ts. irritating medidhes; und 'fhdh 
as aft by derivation. < , • - , ! "f . . 

■ ; . > .Hi 1 1 .. • ' ■ ' < The 
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The fpaifics applied locally, we may reafonably Tuppole will have greater 
eflFcfts than when given internally' becaufe they may be applied ftrongcr 
than can fafiily be thrown into the circulation ; and I think I have had 
experience of this. f . 

The aftringents commonly ufed arc, the deco<fHon of the bark, white 
vitriol, alum, and preparations of lead. The aqua vitriolica coerulea, of the 
London Difpenfatory, diluted with eight times it’s quantity of water, makes 
a very good aftringent injection. The lame obfervations that I made on the 
fpecifics are applicable to the aftringents ; I believe that they adt nearly in 
the fame manner, and have the fame eftedt. What their mode of adtion is 
I can hardly fay. ' ' • • ■ , 

When cither of thefc methods have been ufed, and have had the defired 
eftcdl, they fliould be continued for a conftdcrablc time after the lymptoms 
have difapp^red, and the time muft; be in proportion to the ducr .Ion of the 
complaint, or the frequency of it’s returns. If it has been of long landing 
we may be furc that the difpofition for fuch a complaint is ftrong | aqd If 
it has returned frequently, upon the leaft increafe of circulation, wc may 
opedl the fame thing to happen again ; therefore to corredl the bad habits 
i,t is neceftTary to continue the medicines for a conftdcrable time. - < 
.'.Irritating applications are cither injedtions or bougies, fimple, or medicated 
with irritating medicines j violent exercife ihay be coniidered as having' thb 
lame eftodL . Such applications Ihould never be iifed till the other methods 
have been fully tried and found unfuccefsful. They diftcr from the foregoing 
jl>y< producing at firft a greater difehirge than the 'one they are intended to 
CUK)i and the increafed difeharge -may or may not continue > as long as the 
application is uled. It becomes therefore ncceftary to inquire how long 
they are to be ufed to produce a cure of the gleet. That time will generally 
be in proportion to the violence ufed, and the nature of the parts which form 
the matter ; and accordiitg.to Ac diipofition being ftrong br weak joined to 
it’s duration, and the greater or lefs irritability of the parts. If the parts are 
tifher wenk or irritable, or botli^ aii'irritaring injodUon' ftiould not be ufed ; 
if Arong, and not irritable,- it may be «fed :with fafety. - In this lafl cafe, if k 
is an injedtion that ftimulates very confidcrably, perhaps uftng it twice, or 
thrice, may be fufficient. I knew a gentleman who threw into the urethra, 

for 
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for a gleet of two years {landing, Goulard’s extrail of lead undiluted, which 
produced a moll violent indammation, but when this inflammation went 
off, the gleet was cured. Two grains of corrofive fublimatc to eight ounces 
of water is a very good irritating injeilion. 

If it is a gleet of old Handing it may require a week or more to remove it, 
even with an irritating injeilion ; and if the injedlion is lefs irritating, fo as to 
give but little pain and incrcafe the difeharge in a fmall degree, it may require 
a fortnight. But one precaution is very ncceffary refpcdling the ufe of irri- 
tating injc<Hions ; it Ihould be firll known if poffiblc, that they will do no 
harm. To know this may be difficult in many cafes, but the nature of the 
parts is to be afeertained as nearly as poffible, that is, whether they had ever 
been hurt before by fuch treatment j whether they were fo fufceptible of 
irritation, as that the irritation would run along the urethra and produce 
J^mpto;iis^in tbp bladder j for in fuch cafes I think irritating applications do 
not anfwer, but on the contrary, often produce worlc diforders than thole 
they were meant to cure. , , ^ 

■ Bougies may be claffcd with the irritating applications, and in many calcs 
they a<fl very violently as fuch. They appear to be more effi,caciou$ than 
injc<fhons, but they require longer time to produce their foil effeft. A funplc, 
or unmedicated bougie, is in general fufficient for the cure of a gleet, and 
requires ajmonth or lix weeks application before the cure can be depended 
on. If they are made to llimulate otherwife than as extraneous bodies, then 
a lliorter time will generally be fufficient ; probably the bell mode of medi- 
cating them, would be by mixing a little turpentine, or a little camphlre with 
the compofition, fo as to adl fpecilically on the parts ; but great care 
Ihould be taken not to irritate too much. 

The lize of the bougie Ihould be Imaller tlian the common, and need 
only be five or fix inches long, as it fcldom happens that a greater extent 
of the urethra has the difpofition for gleet j although no harm will arife 
from paffmg a bougie of the common length through the whole extent 
of the urethra. 

In the cure of gleet attempted by means of the bougie, we have no 
pertain rules todiredlus when it Ihould be left off; as the difeharge will often 
continue as long as the bougie is ufed. If upon leaving off the bougie after 
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having ufed it for fcvcral weeks, the running ftops, then we may hope there 
is a cure performed j but if it ihould not be in die leaft diminished, it is 
more than probable that bougies will not efFed a ewe, and therefore k 
is hardly neceflary to have recourfe to them again j yet if the gleet is in 
part diminished, it will be right to begin again, and probably it may be 
proper to increafe the irritating quality of the boogie to fait k to the 
diminished irritability of the parts. 

The fourth mode of cure is by fympathy, or by producing an irritation in 
another part of the body, which Shall deftroy the mode of action in the 
urethra. 

I knew a cafe of obftinatc gleet attended with very difagrceabfc fenfations 
In die urethra, efpccially at the time of making Water, removed entirely by 
two chancres appearing upon the glans. The gentleman had taken all the 
Medicines commonly recommended, and had applied the bougie, without 

effca. ' 

A gentleman informed me that he had cured two perfons of gleets, by 
applying a bliller to the underfide of die urethra, and I have known, feveral 
gl^s oM (landing, after having baffled all common attempts, cured by 
eleAricity. All thefe different methods of cure alter the difp^tion of the 
part. 

In whatever Way the cure is attempted, reft or quietnefs in moft cafes is of 
great coiifequcncc; for as I haveobferved, exerdfc is often a caufe, not only of 
it’s continuance, but of it’s increafe and return. But this idea is not to be too 
rigidly adhered to, cfpecially in cafes which have been treated nnfuccefs- 
fuUy ; as I have known fome that have got immediately well by riding 
on horleback after long difufe of that exercif^^ 

Regularity and moderation in eating and drinking fhould be particularly 
attended to, for irregularities of this kind cither hinder the cure or bring 
on a return of the difeafe. 

Conneftion with women often caufes a return, or increafe of gleet, and 
in fuch cafes it gives fufpicion of a frefh infedion; but ’I believe the 
difference between this, and a freSh infedion is, ftiat the return will follow 
the connedion fo clofe, as to be almoft immediate, and that circum- 
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Hance j<^cd 'mdi the other iymptoa» will in general a£cotaih the nature of 
the -dilcharge. . . ; . ... .... 

Ji ^ . i.. lij' i' ... 1/ 1 ;. • I ; j 

III. OF GLEETS IN WOMEN. - 

' ' Tut s di&afe is more fieqaent in women than in ousn, at kaft a eB&harge 
6t>m the vagina is very common in them, which .probably will be iSiUed fi 
gleet, when following a venereal taint, althooghnnly the' floor aibna.. .i:../ 
The cave of the gleet in wocnen is nearly the fame as in inen, cxoefK iq 
the life of what 1 have called fpecifles to the parts; for as the gketin wocnco 
is principally from the vagina, I bdievc that'diis part is jiotinore aflbdad bj 
the turpentiaes than other parts are. Neither can we nie the bougie in 
cafes of gleet in the vagina ; and when the gkct. is only hum thcj urethra, I 
imagine it is hardly ever attended to in women. < i i T : , r . 

I , s « . . „ 

1 • ' , ' I 

IV. pF THE REMAINING CHORDEE. j. . 

This fymptom I have already obferved often rcmauis after every mark of 
the true virus is removed, and inay or may libt be an'attendant on any of the 
other continuing lymptoms. 

Rubbing the part externally with mercurial ointment may be of fervice, 
and if joined wiA camjfliire, it’s powers will be increaled. I have kiwwn 
electricity cure a chordee of long (landing. If it is the (paiinodic chotdee 
that remains, bark (hould be given. ■ ' ‘ _ 

r , 

: .. ' i ■ . ' j 

V. OF THE CONTINUANCE OF THE IRRITATION OF 
THE BLADDER. ■ i < ■ ' u 

The irritation of the bladder fometimes continues after every other fymp. 
tom is gone, and it may be an attendant upon all, or any of the other 
continuing fymptoms ; it feldom lafts with the fame violence, although it is 
often very troublcfome. When this irritation is kept up with the fame 
’ • violence. 
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violence, the bladder idelf may 'be fofpe£led of being dileafed; or U .may 
arife from it’s connedlion with other parts, fuch as the urethra, or pfoftate 
' gland ; for a ftridturc in the urethra coming on will continue it, and a 
difcafc in the proftatc gland will'd© the fame. 

Neither of thcfe difeafcs will probably follow the gonorrhoea fo clofely as 
to continue this irritation, though perhaps they may have been taking place 
^rior to the gonorrhoea, and fo contribute to it’s incrcale, and continuance; 
which, maiy probably, be afeertainbd by a hiftory of the patient preceding the 
prdent complaint ; however before the^bladdcr itfelfis attcinptcd to be cured, 
a.bougiefhouldbc palTcd, and if no ftridhireis found, then the proftate gland 
(hould be examined, as (hall be deferibed. 

lU When Jthediieafc is in the bladder only, I think the pain is principally at 
ihe ;clalB'af 'making, water, and for a little while after. The cure of this 
fymptom confifts in opiate clyfters, cicuta, bark, fea-bathing, and I fhould 
be inclined to recommend the application of a blifter to_ the p>erina:um in men. 
How far opiate clyfters can afleft the bladder in women as they do in men, 
I am not certain. ' ' J ’ ’ . t ! ' . . • 

- ’ 1 - ' 

VI. 'OF THE REMAINING HARDNESS OF THE, EPIDIDYMIS. 

-This lymptom I have obferved remains long after every other lymptom is 
removed, and may continue even for life, but I'cldom or. ever arty bad conle- 
qucncu happen from it, if the vas deferens is not rendered impervious; and 
not even then if it is only in one tefticlc, the other being eqi^ial to all the 
purpofes of generation. As this is the cafe, we muft at once fee, that no 
certain method of refolution is yet known. Sitting over the fteam of wann 
water with camphire, might be tried, cfpecially in fuch cafes as are not difpo- 
fed to be permanent, and rubbing the ferotum wdth mercurial ointment joined 
with camphire. But in moft cafes this pradlice will prove too tedious, or 
rather too inefficacious to be long perfifted in. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF DISEASES SUPPOSED TO ARISE IN CONSE^ 
QUENCE OF VENEREAL INFLAMMATION IN 
THE URETHRA OF MEN. 

G onorrhoea either produces, or is fuppofed to produce, many 
difonders befides thofe already mentioned, and which are totally dif- 
fnent from the original difealc. How far they do all or any of them arife in 
coniequence of this diieaie, is not clear ; but as they are difeafes of the urethra 
and are both numerous and important, I mean to treat fully of them in this 
place. If any of thefe difeafes arife from gonorrhoea, they are moft probably 
not the confcquenccs of any fpccific quality in the venereal poifon, but are 
fuch as might be produced by any common inflammation in thofe parts, as 
was obfcrved of the continued Jymptoms. 

In this inveftigation we fhall find fome of the complaints arifing out of 
each other, fo that there is frequently a feries of them. Thus a ftridure of 
the urethra produces an irritable bladder, a frequent defire to make water, 
increafed ftrength of the bladder, a dilaution of the urethra between the 
bladder and ftridhire, ulceration, fifhils in perinxo, dilaUtion of the ureters 
and enlargentcnt of the pelvis of the kidneys, befides other complaints that 
are fympathetic, fuch as fwellings of the tefticle, and of the glands in the 
groin. 

I fhall treat of the difeafes of thofe parts in the order in which they mofl 
commonly arife. It may be obferved that mofl of thefe difea&s, efpccially 
the diminution of diftenfibility in the bladder, attack men advanced beyond 
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middle age, although many if not all of them are at times found in younger 
men, and the circumftance of their appearing at this period ariles probably 
in fome degree from a long habit of an unnatural mode of life producing 
many difeafes, fuch as gout ; for certainly fuch complaints do not lb fre- 
quently take place among the more uncivilized nations. 

The moft frequent difeafe in the urethra is an obftrudtion to the paflage of 
the urine j it happens both in young and old, although moft frequently in 
the latter. Before I begin to treat of this fubjedt, I lhall for the better 
underftanding of the whole, make fome obfervations on the ufes of this 
paftage in it’s natural ftate. 

It may firft be obferved, that the* urethra in. man is employed for two 
' purpofes, and on this occallon I may be allowed to make the following 
genera] remark, that nature has not been able to apply any one part to two 
purpofes with advantage, as might be illuftrated in many inftances in dif- 
ferent animals. The animals whofe legs are adapted both for fwinuning, 
and walking, are not good at either, as feals, otters, ducks, and geefe; 
the animals alfo whofe legs are intended both for walking and flying, are 
but badly formed for either, as the bat ; the lame obfervations are applica- 
ble to Mi, for the Hying filh neither fwims, nor Hies well ; and whenever 
ports intended for fuch double fundtions are difeafed, both are performed im- 
peifedly. This is immediately applicable to the urethra, for it is intended 
for two purpofes, as a canal or paftage, both fbr the urine, and the femen. 
The urine requires the limpleft of all canals, and of no greater length than 
the diftance from the bladder to the external furface, as we find the urethra 
in women, birds, the amphibia, and fifti ; but the palTage fbr the femen 
in the quadruped required to be a complicated canal, and of a length 
capable of conveying the femen to the female, provided with many addi>- 
tional and neceftary parts, as the corpus Jpongiofum urethra, mufeuU accele- 
ratores, Cowper's glands, projlate gland, and vejfcula feminales. As. all thefe 
parts are fiiperadded fbr the purpofes of generation, and as the difeafes of 
this canal arc principally feated in them, we muft at once fee how much the 
urinary organs muft luHer from a connedtion with parts lb numerous, and lb 
liable to difeafe ; and what adds to the evil is, that the actions of the 
tirinary organs arc conftant, and abfolutely neceftaiy for the well-being of 

the 
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the machine,' whereas the evacuation of the femen takes pkee only during 
a certain portion of life, is then only occahooal, and never efloitially 
neceflaiy to the exiftence of the individual. The force of this oblcrvadon 
is at once leen by making the comparifon between the inconveniences that 
attend the cxpulfion of the urine in the male, and in the female. 

The cabal of the urethra is liable to fuch difeales as are capable of pre- 
venting in fome degree the paHage of the urine through it ; and in fome of 
thefe difeafes the palTage at kll becomes completely obllrudled. In all cafes 
there is a diminution of the lize of the canal, but in different ways. There 
are live modes of obflruAion, four of which are diieales of the paffage itfelf, 
the fifth is a coniequence of the diieales of other parts. Three of the fbnner 
are a lellcning of the diameter of the paffage ; the fourth an excrelcence in 
the paffage ; the fifth ariles from the fides being comprelTed, which may be 
done cither by exterior contiguous fwellings, or by a fwelling of the proilate 
gland.* 



I. OF STRICTURES. 

The three firft I lhall now confider, of which the firft is the true perma- 
nent ftridhirc arifing from an alteration in the ftru^re of part of the urethra. 
The lecond is a mixed cafe, compofed of a permanent ffrifhue and fpafin. 
The third is the true fpafinodic Aridhire. Moll obllrudlions to the paffage 
of the urine, if not all, are attended with nearly the fame fymptoms, fo 
that there are hardly fulficient marks for dillinguilhing the different caufes. 
Few takf; notice of the firll fymptoms of a llridhire till they have either 
become violent, or have been the caufe of other inconveniences : for inllance, 
a patient lhall have a confiderablc ftridhire without obferving that he does 
not make water freely ; he Hull even have, in confequcnce of a llri^re, a 
tendency to infiammadon, and fuppuradon in the perinseum, and not feel 
any obllrudion to the paffage of his urine, nor fufpedt that he has any other 

• Many other kinds of obftrudion are deferibed by authors, none of which I have ever fcen 5 
and as probably I have opened more urethras after death, where there was an obftru^on of the 
pallage, than all the authors who have written on this fubje^ I am inclined to believe that they 
wrote from imt^inatiaD only. 

complaint 
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complaint but the inflammation in the pcrina:um. ' In all of thefc obftnic- 
tions the ftrcam of water becomes fmall, and that in proportion : to the 
obftru€tion ■, but this lymptom, though probably it is the firft, is not always 
obferved by the patient. In Ibmc the water is voided only in drops, and 
then it cannot elcape notice in others the ftream of urine is forked, or 
fcattered : under fuch circumftances the pafla^ iKould be examined with a 
bougie j and if one of a common fize pafles with ' tolerable cafe, the fifth 
caufe of obftruflion is to be fufpeded, which will moft probably be found 
to be a fwclled proftatc gland ; for any other caufe that can produce a com- 
preflion of the fides of the urethra, fufficient.to obftrudt the urine, will be 
known to the patient, fuch as a tumor forming any where along the canal, 
or an inflammation along it’s fides ; therefore if neither of thefe are known 
to exill, the proftatc gland Ihould be examined, as will be deferibed here- 
after. 1 

The fpafinodic obftrudhon will commonly explain itfelf when the lympV 
toms are well inveftigated j for the obftrudlion arifing from this caufe will 
not be permanent. Thefe obftrudlions, but more particularly that from a 
permanent ftridlure, is generally attended with a difeharge of matter or a 
gleet. This is often confidcrcd by the patient as the whole difeafe, and 
he applies to the furgeon for the cure of a gleet. The furgeon often goes 
on attempting the cure of this difeafe ; but not fucceeding at laft other 
fymptoms are obferved, and a ftriifhire is fufpedted cither by the furgeon or 
patient. In difeafes of this paflage, and allb of the proftate gland and 
bladder, there is commonly an uncafinefs about the perinaeum, anus, and 
lower part of the abdomen, and the perfon can hardly crofs his legs without 
pain. J " 
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CHAPTER II. 

•, .y 

OF THE PERMANENT STRICTURE. 

I N the permanent ftriihire* the patient feldom complains till he can 
hardly get the water to paTs ; and frequently has a confiderablc degree of 
Rrangury, and even other lymptoms that happen in ftone and gravel, which 
are therefore too frequently fuppofed to be the caufes of the complaint. 
The difeafe generally occupies no great length of the paflage ; at leafl in 
moR of the cafes that I have feen it extended no further in breadth than 
if the part had been furrounded with a piece of packthread ; and in many 
it had a good deal of that appearance. I have however feen the urethra 
irregularly contraRed for above an inch in length, owing to it’s coats, or 
internal membrane, being irregularly thickened, and forming a winding 
canal. 

A ftri(fhirc does not arife in all cafes from an equal contratflion of the 
urethra all round, but in fome from a contradion of one fide, which prob- 
ably has given the idea of it's having arifen from an ulcer on that fide. 
This contradion of one fide only, throws the pafTage to the oppofite fide, 
which often renders it difficult to pafs the bougie. The contraded part is 
whiter than any other part of the urethra, and is harder in it’s confiflence. 
In fome few cafes there are more flridures than one. I have fm half a 
dozen in one urethra ; fbme of which were more contradled than others } 
and indeed many urethras that have a fbidure have fmall tightnefies in 
other parts of them { this we learn from fucccfiive refiflance felt in palling 
the bougie. 

Every part of the urethra is not equally fubjed to flridures, for there 
appears to be one part which is much more liable to them than the whole 
of the urethra bcfidcs, that is about the bulbous part. We find them how- 

• Vide pUte I, fig. i. 
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ever fometimes on this fide of the bulb, but very fcldom beyond it. I never 
faw a ftridhire in that part of the urethra which pafles through the proftate 
gland ; and the bulb, befides being the moft frequent feat of this difeafe, 
has likewife the ftridhircs formed there of tlie word kind. They arc generally 
flow in forming, it being often years from their being perceived before they 
become very troublclbme. 

The fame ftridurc is not at all times equally bad for we find that in 
warm weather it is not nearly fo troublcfome as in cold : thcic-changcs are 
often very quick, a cold day, even an hour of cold weather, lhall produce a 
change in tbent j and the fame Rri^re is almofl always worie in winter 
than in fummer j however this obfervatign is not free from exceptions, f 
knew one cafe that was always worfe in the fummer. There are other 
circomflances befides cold that make a ftri<fhire worfe j a gentleman who 
bad an ague, always found the ftri(fhire increafed during the fit ; it is alfo 
Licreafed by drinking, violent exercife, and by the retention of urine after 
an inclination to void it. This laft caufe is often fo great as to produce a 
total Aoppage for a time. It is fometimes rendered much worfe by a finall 
calculus pafling from the bladder, of the formation of which this ftridhire 
was probably the caufe. The calculus not being able to pafs will produce 
a total ftoppage of urine, the caufe of which can hardly be known at the 
time ; and if known it could not be remedied without an operation.* 

It is impoflible to fay what is the caufe of that alteration in the ftm<fhire 
of the urethra which diminilhes the canal : it has been aferibed to the 
effects of the venereal difeafe, and often to the method of cure ; but I doubt 
very much if it commonly, or even ever, arifcs from thefe caufes j yet as 
moft men haw had venereal complaints fome time or other, it is natural 
to aferibe the ftridture to them j and therefore it may be very ditficult to 
refute this opinion. Many reafons however can be given why we fhould 
fuppofe that it is not commonly a confcqucncc of a venereal inflammation. 
Stridlures are common to moft paflages in the human body ; they are often 
to be found in the ccfophagtis ; in the inteftines, cljjccially the rcfhim ; in 
the anus ; in tlic prepuce producing phymofis ; in the lachrymal duS pro- 

• Vide plate IV. 
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ducing the diicaie called hftala lacfarymalis, where no diibire had previoody 
exifted. They Ibinetimes happen in the urethra where ho venereal complaint 
had ever been ; 1 have teen an inftance of this kind in a young man of nine- 
teen who had had the complaint for eight years, and which therefore began 
when only deven years of age. It was treated at lirft as ftone, or gravel. 
He was of a fcrofulous habit, the lips thick, the eyes lore, a thickened 
cornea of one eye, and of a weak habit. This ftriihire was in the ufual 
place, about the membranous part of the urethra. I have fccn an inllance 
of a llrifture in the urethra of a boy of four years, and a fiftula in perinaeo 
in confequence of it. They are as common to thofe who have had the 
gonorrhoea flight, as thole who have it violently. 

I knew a young gentleman who had a very bad ftri£ture ; he had had 
Icvcral gonorrhoeas, but they were fo flight that they feldom lafled a week ; 
nor in any of them did the pain extend beyond thefranum, bat the ftriihire 
was about the membranous part j cafes of this kind occur every day. They 
are never found' to come on during the venereal inflammation, nor for feme 
time after the infection is gone. There have been thirty, and femetimes 
forty, years between the cure of a gonorrhcca and the beginning of a ftfic- 
ture, the health being all that time perfedUy good. If they arofc in confe- 
quence of the venereal inflaihmation we might expedt to find them of feme 
extent, becaufc the venereal inflammation extends feme way 5 and we Ihould 
alfe expedl to find them moft frequent in that part of the urethra which 
is moft commonly the feaKrf the venereal difeafe; but I remarked before, 
that they arc not fo frequent there as they arc in other parts of the urethra. 

- It is fuppofcd by many, that ftridhircs arife from the ufc of injedtions in 
the cure of gonorrhoea, but this opinion appears to be founded in prejudice) 
for I have fecn as many ftridturcs after gonorrhoeas that have been cured 
without injedlions,- as after thofe cured with them. 

Thefc’ modes of accounting for ftridhires give no explanation of tliofc 
where there has been no previous gonorrhoea, or where the gonorrhoea hds 
not been cured by injedlions ; and indeed if we conlider the mc»de of cure of 
ftridhires we mull fee that an injcdlion is a mild application to the urethra, 
compared to a bougie ; yet a bougie Ha’s' never been fuppofed, or known to be 
the caufe of a ftridlurc. Further, feme have injedted by, millajte very irrita- 
o', ting 
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ting liquors, fuch as the undiluted extraft of lead, and cauftic alkali, with- 
out giving the lead tendency towards a ftridlure, although they produced 
violent inflammation, and even Houghing of the internal membrane of the 
urethra. 

By many they have been fuppofcd to have arilcn from the healing of 
ulcers in the urctlira ; but as I never faw an ulcer in thefe parts, except in 
confcquence of a dri^re, and as I do not believe there ever is an ulcer in 
the cafe of a common gonorrhoea, I can hardly attribute them to that caufe. 



I. OF THE BOUGIE. 

The bougie, with it’s application, is perhaps one of the greated improve- 
ments in furgery which thefe lad thirty or forty years have produced. When 
I compare the pradtice of the prefent day with what it was in the year 1 750, 
it hardly appears to be the fame difeafe we are treating. I remember about 
that time when I attended the fird hofpitals in this city, the common bougies 
were either a piece of lead* or a (mail wax candle ; and although the prefent 
bougie Was known at that time, yet a due preference was not given, or it’s 
particular merit underdood, as we may fee from the publications of that time. 

Daran was the hrd who improved the bougie and brought it into general 
ufe. He wrote profeiTcdly on the difeafes for which it is a cure, and alio of 
the manner of preparing it; but he has introduced ib much abfurdity in his 
deferiptions of the difeafes, the modes of treatment, and of the powers and 
compofition of his bougies, as to create dif^d ; yet this abfurdity has been 
much more ededlual in introducing the bougie into univerfal ufe, than all the 
real knowledge of that time directed by good fenfe could have been. Such 
extravagant recommendations of particular remedies arc not at all times 
without their ufe. Inoculation would have dill been praidked with caution, 
if it had not been for the enthufiafm of the Suttons. Preparations of lead 

* When lead was uled in place of bougies, it has happened that a piece of the end has broke* 
off in the bladder, which has beeti didblved by throwing quicklilver into that vifeus. I fufpeded 
that quickfilver could not come in contaA with lead while in water fo aa Co diflblve it, but upoo 
the experiment I /bund it did. 

would 
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would not have been ib aniverially applied if they had not been Kcon- 
noended by Goulatd in the moft extravagant terms j nor would the henilock 
have come into fuch general ufe if it's tme merits only had been held forth. 
Improvements are often over rated, but they come to ^eir true vahK at laft: 
Sutton has told us, that the cold regimen in extreme is inftnitety better than 
the old method j but from general pradioc we have learned diat modemtion 
is heft, which is all we yet know. 

When Daran publifhed his obfervadons on the bougie, «veiy ftirgeon ^fet 
to work to difeover the compofttlon, and each conceived that he bad fonnd it 
out from the bougies he had made producing the efteds deferibed by Dwran. 
It never occurred to them diat any extraneous body of die £mae ihape and 
conliftence would do the fame thing. 

n. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE PERMANENT 
STRICTURE. 

The cure of the permanent ftridnre is I believe to be accompliftied only 
by local applications ; mercury has been given upon the erroneous fuppofttion 
of it’s being venereal, but without fuccefs. The cure is either a dilatation of 
ibe cofftraded part, or a drilrudion of it by ulceration, or efcharotics. The 
dilatation is performed by the bougie, and is feldom or ever more than a 
temporary cure ; for although the pafTage may be dilated (lifticiendy for the 
■ urine to pafs, yet there is always the original tendency for contradhon which 
generally recurs fboner or later,* The ulcerative procefs is alfo eftedud by a 
t>ougie, and the deftrudion by efcharotics, is by means of cauftks, as the 
• lunar cauftic. It often happens in ftridurcs that the pafTage is fo diminifhed 

' '* lo cafes of ftrifhire when a patient applies for relief it may often be proper to tni)uire 
llalothehiftoryof the cafe, previous to Ae paffing of s bougie | etpeemUy to enepure if be ever 
ufed bougies before ; ifhe has, then to enquire into the refult i if they pafled readily, or if they 
did not pals the ftrifhire at all ; if the lirft, then nothing further need be alkcd, but if the laft 
then enquire if be or his fargeon obferved that they were gaining ground with the bougie, viz, if 
the bougie went bather in before Aey left them off than at firft s if fo, then to afic him how far. 
If they have viftbly gained ground without getting through the ftridure, lam afraid that the ufo of 
the bougie muft not be purfued, bccaufe it is moft probable a nsw paftage has been form^, 
which makes the paffing of the bougie intv the ftriehire impoftiblc. 

H h AS 
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.as hardly to allow any water to pafs, producing often a total ftoppage ; nor 
will a bougie immediately pafs, and if it can be made to pafs, yet no water 
.follows it when withdrawn. In fuch cafes therefore we muft have recourfe 
to temporary relief ; fuch as the warm-bath, which counteradts the eifeds 
.of cold, and quiets any fpafms that may have taken place in the parts, and 
.clyfters aJfo with opium, which have ftill more effod. Producing an 
evacuation by ftool, often leflens the fpafm, for a fpafmodic fupprclTion of 
urine often arjfes from a conftipation, even where there is no ftridure. 

, Probably a blillcr to the perinaeum will be of fingular fervicc, if there be 
time for it's operation. 

I The cure by dilatation is I imagine principally mechanical when performed 
by bouses, whole powers are in general thofe of a wedge j however their 
ultimate efied is not always fo Ample, as that of a wedge upon inanimate 
matter ; for preflTurc produces adion of the animal powers, either to adapt 
the parts to their new pofition, or to recede by ulceration, which gives us 
two very different effeds of a bougie, and of courft two different intentions 
in applying them ; one to produce dilatation the other ulceration, which lalt 
is not always fo readily effeded. 

'It generally happens, as has been already oblerved, that the dileale has 
gone conliderable lengths before application has been made for a cure, and 
therefore the llridurc has become conAderable, in fo much that it is often 
with gneat difficulty that a Anall bougie can be made to pals. If the calc 
is fuch as will readily admit the end of a fmall bougie to pafs, let it be ever 
lb fmall, the cure is then in our power ; it often happens however, that the 
, Ilridure is fuch, as will refill the palTing of a fmall bougie at firll, and even 
after repeated trials. Yet it is nccelfary to perfevere with the fmall bougie, 
for fometimes it happens that the palfagc through the llridure is not in a 
line with the urethra itfelf, which of courlc obllruds the bougie; fuch 
ftridures I fufped are not equally placed all round lb as to throw the fmall 
palfagc remaining into the centre of the canal. 

In many cafes where the llridure is very conliderable, we are often teazed 
with occalioaal fpafois, which will cither refufe the bougie altogether, or 
only let a very fmall one pafs ; though at another time they will admit one 
la'ger : in fuch caies I have been able to get the point of the bougie fometimes 

to 
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to CD^, by nibbing tho poriosum externally with the finger of one hand 
while I pulhcd the bougie on with , the other. Tliis though it docs not 
always fuccccd yet is worth trying. Whether it alters the pofition of the 
ftriiaure fo a$ to give entrance to the point of the bougie, or by fympathy 
removes the fpafm I will not abfolutely determine, but I believe it rather ads 
by fympathy. 

In fuch cafes of fpafm in the ftridhirc, I have often fuccceded by letting 
the bougie remain a httlc while clofe to the ftridlure, and then pufhing it on ; 
this mode fb often fucceeds that it fhould always be attempted when the 
, bougie does. not pafs, or only pafles occafionally, which will be mentioned 
more fully when on the fpafmodic ftridhire. . 

Dipping the glans penis into cold water might probably take off the fpafm, 
as it docs fometimes in common ftrangury, but this cannot be fo eafily done 
while a bougie is in the pafiage. , i > j r t. 

In cafes of a permanent ftrifhire, though the boug^ does not at firft pafs, 
^yetupon repeated trials it will every now and then find ^’s way, which helps 
to render a future trial more certain and eafy. Yet it too often happens that 
the future fuccefs docs not immediately depend upon paffing the bougie once 
or twice, for it fhall pafs to-day and not to-morrow ; and ^ this uncertainty 
fhall lafl for weeks, notwithflanding every trial, we can make. I may how- 
ever obferve that in general it’s introduction becomes gradually lefs difficult, 
and therefore in no cafe fhould we dcfpair of fuccefs. 

It is imagined by fbme that the bcA time for trial in thefe cafes is jufl 
after making water, as the, pafTage is fuppofed to be clear and more in a 
flraight line ; but this is not confirmed by practice. 

It is not an eafy matter in cafes where the pafTage is vety ftnall, to tell 
whether the bougie has entered the ftriChire or not ; for fuch flender bougies 
as mull generally be ufed at firft, bend fb very eafily that the introducer is 
apt to think it is paffing while it is only bending. A furgeon however fhould 
generally firft make himfelf acquainted with the fituation of the ftriChire, by 
a common fized bougie, and when that is known he fhould try a fmaller 
one, and when he comes to the ftriChire pufh gently, and for a little time 
only. If he has prefled fo as make the bougie pafs further into the penis, 
he will know how far it has entered the ftriChire by taking off the prefTure 
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from the bougie ; for if it Tccoil be may be fere Aat it hfts not pa^, at leatt 
has not parted far but only bent, for the natural elaflicky of the botigie and 
the diredion of the pafiage having been altered by it will ^ce it back again. 
"But if it remain fixed and do not recoil, he may be fore that it has entered the 
ftridnre ; in nfing a very fmaB bougie however tihefe obfervations do not lb 
well apply, for it may be bending, or bent, without being perceptible. It 
often happens that a bougie will enter only a little way, perhaps not more 
■ than one-tenth of an inch, and then bend if the preffure be continued. To 
know whether this be the cafe it is necertary to withdraw the bougie and 
examine it’s end ; if the end be blunted we may be fore the bougie has not 
entered in the Icaft, but if it be flattened for an eighthor tenth of an inch. Or 
grooved, or have it’s outer waxy coat ptrihed up for that length, or if there 
be a drcnlar impreflion made upon die bou^e whete the Ibiftart is. Or only 
a dent on one fide, both of which laft I fuljjcd arife from fpafm at the time, 
• we may then be fore that it has parted' as far as theft appearances eifttnd. It 
becomes then neceflary to introduce another exaddy of the fame fike and ki 
the lame manner, and to ict it remain as long ’as the patient can bear it, or 
convenience will allow; andbyrepcatihgthis thcftridlurc will be overcome. 
Sometimes we can -judge of it’s 'having enterrt the Ibiftnre, by pulling It 
gently out ; for if it ffick la -little at die pull we may be certain h has 
» e n tered ; but the appearance of the bougie ' itfdf will giv>c the 'bell informa- 



tion.' In fuch cafes I have alw-ayi diroSed my patient to preferve the bougie 
for my iidpedbon, exatSly in the fame form it Was when it was withdrawn ; 
but when it paflfes With eaie dds nicety is not neceflary. •» ‘ ‘ 



' It tna^ be remailcej, Uwt ttere tfre tome lacvirae (VideplMcI, fig. 2.) near, and xlfo a 
little way beyond the glans penis, wfaiefa often ftop the bougie, and givc'tt iiiil'lhe idea of- a 
firi£lure, I have known them taken for tuch ; and when the bougie fiopc fa near to' the gbuts 



this is to be furpedied, and therefore the diredUon of the point of the bougie thouM be varied, 
bearing it againft the under -fide of the urethra. When the bougie flops in one of thofc lacunae 
■1 think that die patieitt appears to have -more pain than from a real 'ftrifhire. The valvular part 
of the proflate gland formed 'by dUblle (Vide |)late V.) very often obftni^ the bougie and is 
taken for a ftridture by thofe who are not well aetjoainted with the different obftnidlions in 'this 
canal ; and by thofc who are, it Ts a means of difeovering difeafe in this part; and indeed >in a 



natural flatc of parts I tlunk I can tell when I come to this part with a bougie. 

. . • ■ • ’ •• - ’ '■* The 
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*The time that each bougie ihould remain in the pafTiige muft be deter- 
mined by the feelings of the patient, for it fhould never give pain if poflible. 
Going beyond this point is deftroying the intention, increaling the very 
lymptoms that are meant to be relieved, and producing irritation, which for 
a time renders the further application of the bougie improper. While the 
bougie is palling, if the patient feel very acutely, it Ihould not be left in 
above five or ten minutes, or not fo long if it give great pain ; and each 
time of application Ihould be lengthened fo gradually, as to be inlenfibk 
to the foelings of the mind, and the irritability of the parts. I have 
known it days, nay in many patients weeks, before they could 'allow the 
bougie to remain in the palTage five or ten minutes, and yet in time they 
have been able to bear it for hours, and at laft without any difficulty. The 
bell time to let them remain in the palTage is when the patient has leaft to do ; 
or in the morning while he is in bed, provided he can pafs it himfelf. 

The bougie Ihould be increal^ in fizc according to the facility with 
which the ftri( 5 hire dilates, and the eafe with which the patient bears the 
dilatation. If the parts are very firm, or very irritable, the increafe of the 
fize of the bougie Ihould be flow, gradually flcaling upon the parts, and 
allowing them to adapt thnr ftruflure to the increafed fize. But if the 
fenfibility of the pits will allow, the increafe of the fize of the bougie may 
be Ibmcwhat quicker, though never more quick than the patient can bear 
with eafe ; the increafe Ihould be continued till the largeft fized bougie 
pafles freely j nor Ihould this be laid afide till after three weeks, or a month, 
in order to habituate the dilated part to it’s new pofition, or to take tjfF the 
habit of contracting from the part as much as pofTiblc ; but as was oWerved 
before, th^permanency of this ctfre can feldom be depnded upon. 

Inftead of proceeding with the caution recommended, it has been praCtiiyi 
with fuccefs for a time, to force a common fized bougie through a RriClurc 
that only allowed a fmall one to pafs. This I fuppofe cither tore the ftric- 
turc or weakened it by ftrctching it fiiddcnly fo as to render it unable to 
recover it’s contraftile power for a confiderable time after. I have fecn 
where this has produced good efftfts, and for a time removed the prmanent 
'ftridlurc, and pre\Tntcd fpafrn from taking place. This is a praCticc how’- 

I 1 . ' evn 
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ever which I have never tried •, always preferring the mild treatment where 
I could pafs a bougie. 

1 have known the pafling of the bougie remove almoft immediately a 
fwclling of the tefticle wliich had arifen from the ftridure j therefore fuch 
a (ymptom rtiould not prevent the ufc of the bougie. 

In cafes of Aridhircs where the bougie is ufed, the patient is commonly 
in other rclpe<fts well, and is with difficulty perfuaded to rellrain from his 
common habits, often making too free in eating, drinking, and cxercife ; 
which are all in many cafes pernicious, more efpecially where inflammation 
and fuppuration have taken place. It is therefore the duty of the futgeon 
to reftridl the patient for Ibme time within certain bounds, till he finds by 
trials what the parts arc capable of bearing without producing inflammation. 



III. OF THE CURE OF STRICTURE BY ULCERATION. 

The cure of a firidhrre by means of ulceration is likewile effefled by a 
bougie } this method may be employed both in cafes where a bougie will 
pafs, and where it will not. In the firft cafe there is not the fame neceffity 
for ulceration as in the fecond, becaufe where a bougie will pafs there is no 
immediate danger arifing from the ftridlure, which may therefore be dilated, 
as already deferibed. But in cafe this method fhould be preferred to a flow 
dilatation, which allows the parts time to adapt themfelves to their new 
pofition, die flridfurc may be deftroyed by producing ulceration in the parts, 
efpecially if they arc not irritable, fb as to admit of confidcrable violence. 

When this is intended, the bougie fliould be introduced as far into the 
Ibidlure as poffiblc, and the fize of it increafed as fall as the fenfations of 
the patient can well bear. This will produce ulceration in the part prefled, 
which is a more lafting cure, becaufe more of the firidhirc is deftroyed than 
when the parts are Amply dilated, I believe however there arc few patients 
that will fubmit to this pradice j and indeed few will be able to ^r it ; 
for I have feen it bring on violent fpafms on die part which produced fup- 
preffion of urine, and proved very troublcfbme. Therefore as there is no 
abfolute neceffity in fuch cafes for purfuing this method, I do not recom- 
mend 
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mend it as a general pnuEHcc, although there are cal« where it fucceeds j 
and where this method is to be pradtifcd, it might probably not be amifs to 
accuftom the paflagc to a bougie for fomc time before fuch violence is uled. 

If the finalleR bougie which can poflibly be made with fome degree of 
ftrcngth cannot pafs, dilatation becomes impracticable, and it is neceflary 
that fomething elfc fliould be done for the relief of the patient ; and the 
deftruflion of the ftriChire is to be effected fome way or other. In. many 
cafes it may be proper to attempt this by ulceration of the part ; for we 
find from experience, that a ftriCture may be removed by the fimple preffure 
of a bougie. This effeCt mult arife from the irritation of abforption being 
given to the difeafed part, which from the ftriCture not being an original 
formed part, nor having any power of refiftance equal to the original one, 
is more fufceptible of ulceration, and thereby is abforbed. The bougies 
which are only to produce ulceration in confequence of their being applied 
to the ftriCture, need not be fo fmall as in die former cafes, as they are not 
intended to pafs ; and by being of a common fize diey will alfo be more 
certain in their application to the ftriCture. The force applied to a bougie 
in this cafe fhould not be great, for a ftriCture is the hardeft part of the 
urethra ; and if a bougie is applied with a confidcrablc degree of preffure, 
and continued there, it ibmetimes happens that the end of the bougie flips 
off the ftriCture before there is time for ulceration, and makes it’s way into 
the fubftance of the corpus fpongiofum by the fide of the ftriCture j and if 
the preffure be continued ftill longer, it will make a new pallage beyond 
the ftriCture in the corpus fpongiofum urethrae.* This more readily happens 
if the ftriCture be in the bend of the canal, as in fuch cafes the bougie can 
hardly be applied exactly to it, not having the fame curve ; fuch mifehief I 
have fecn more than once ; and fometimes the bougie has been pufhed lb 
far as to nnakc it’s way into the reCtum. 

It often requires a confidemblc time before the whole is fo far ulcerated as 
to adnrit the bougie, and this tires the patient and almoft makes him dcfpair 
of a cure. In this procefs great attention fhould be paid to the feeming 
progrefs of the cure j for if it appears to the furgeoii that he is gaining 

• • Vide plate II. 
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ground by the bougie paffing farther in, and yet the patient does ndt make 
water better in the loaft, tlicn he may be fure that he is fbscing a new 
paflage.* 

When the flridhire is fo iju* got the better of by thefc means as to admit 
a fmall bougie, the dilatation is to be made as in the former cafe where a 
bougie paded at firft. Whenever a bougie of a tolerable fuse paffes with 
ealc, ^nd the parts and patient have become accuftomed to them, it is no 
longer neceflary that the furgeon fhould continue to pafs them ; the patient 
may be allowed to introduce them himfelf ; and when he can do it readily, 
it may be trufted to him in common, as he can make uic of them at the 
moft convenient times, by which means they may be in general longer and 
oftener applied, the furgeon only feeing him occafionally. This prance of 
the patient under a furgeon 's ^e, by which he is taught how to pafs them, 
becomes more neceffary, as ftridhires are difeafcs that commonly lucur, 
therefore no man who has ever had a ftri£ture, and is cured of it, fhould rdy 
on the cure as lafting, but fhould be always prepared for a return ; and 
fhould always have fbmc bougies by him. He fhould not go a journey 
even of a week without them ; and the number fhould be according to the 
time he is to be gone, or the place he is going to ; for in many parts of the 
world he cannot be fupplied with them. The bougies for foch purpofe 
fhould be of different fizes, as it Is uncertain in what degree the difeafe may 
return. 

Bougies, in all cafes, from their fhape, and from the adlion of the parts, 
readily flip out,' which retards the cure ; but it is much worfe whcii they 
pafs into the bladder ; which can only take place in cafes where the ffric- 
ture is in fbmc meafure overcome. The confequence a bougie paffing 
into the blaxidcr muff at once appear in it's fullcft force to every one ; it 
fubjefts the patient in moft cafes to be cut as for the ftone ; and indeed if 
it is either not foon thrown out, or cut out, it becomes the bafis of a ftone. 
A young man was cut for a bougie only a fortnight after it had paflcd into 

* This nukes it necel&ry in all cafes of ftridaies where bougies wiU not paft, so be very 
particular in our inquiries, wliether the patient has ufed bougies fbrmeily, and whether there 
may no: be renfoii to believe that they bad taken a wrong direction. 

the 
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the bladdcf ; and it.was almofl; wholly cniflsd over with calcalocn matter. 
Bougies have been known to be forced out of the Madder along with the 
water by the adtion of that viicus, and in ieveral folds. It is probable that 
the bladder in a natural ilate has not power fufiicient to perform fuch an 
edtion ; but we ihall Ihow that in cafes of Aridhiree where the rdlftance to 
the palling of the water is very.much inctealed, the llrength of the bladder 
becomes proportionably greater >, ^s happens principally in calea of ftric- 
tures of long Handing. 

Such accidents are often obfervcd before the outer end of the bougie has 
got beyond the projedling part of the penis, but even then it is difficult 
of extradhon. I have fucceeded in feme of thc& cafes by fixing the bougie 
in the urethra fome way below it’s end j for iiiAance, in the perinaeum, by 
prefling againfl it with one hand, and pulhing back the penis upon the 
bougie with the other hand ; then laying. h(dd of the penis upon the bougie, 
removing the prefTure below, and drawing the whole up and by perform- 
ing thefe two motions alternately, I have been able to lay hold of the end of 
it. However this does not always fucceed, for When the bougie is either 
fmall, or becomes foft, it will not admit of the penis being pufhed down 
upon it without bending ; or if the thick end of the bougie has got b^ond 
the moveable, or proje^ng part of the penis, then this mode of treatment 
becomes impradicable. I have fucceeded in- thefe lafl cafes with the 
forceps for cxtradHng the Hone out of the urethra; but if it hat got into 
tiie bend of the urethra, this pradHce will alfb foil ; and in fuch a Hate it 
would be moH advifeable to pafs a catheter down to it, and cut upon that ; 
and probably the above-mentioned forceps introduted through the wound 
might then lay hold of it's end ; or by cutting a little further, fo as to 
expofe fome part of the bougie, it might be ealUy extraded, without the 
neceffity of cutting into the bladder; this part of the operadon however 
would be vciy difficult in a fat or luHy man. 

To prevent the inconveniency of the bougie’ cbihing out, Of the ttufehief 
tilt's pafling in, it is necefiary to tie a foft cotton tluead round that end 
of the bougie which is out of the urethra, and then round the root of the 
l^ans; this laH part Humid bevery Ioofe,'for an obvious reafon ; and the 

K k • ‘ ' proje^ing 
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preceding {^rt of the bougie (hould alfo be bent down upon the penis, which 
makes it both Icfs troUblrfome, and more fecure. 

• ' i * 

IV. OF THE APPLICATION OF CAUSTIC TO STRICTURES, 

When a bougie can readily pals there is no neceflity for uhng any other 
method to remove the ftridure : but there are too many cafes where a bougie 
cannot be made to pals, or lb leldom that it cannot be depended upon for a 
cure. This may arifc from feveral caufes. Firft, the ftridurc may be lb 
tight as not to allow the Imallell bougie to pafs. Secondly, the orifice in 
the Aridure may not be in a line with the urethra, which will make it un- 
certain, if not impollible, to pafs a bougie. Thirdly, there nuy be no palTage 
at all, it having been obliterated by difeafe, and the urine pafled by fijlulee in 
Perinao. 

The firA very rarely occurs, for if the palTagc in the Aridurc be in a line 
with the general canal, a fmall bougie will commonly pafs, and although it 
may not readily do fo upon every trial, it will be fufficient to make way for 
another bougie, which is all that is wanted. 

The lecond cafe where the canal is not in a line with the common pallage 
may arilc from three caufes. FirA, when the Aridure is in the bend of t^ 
urethra, although the pallage through it may be in the centre of the canal, 
yet as the bougie cannot have the exad curve, it will be very uncertain in it’s 
application. Secondly, from an irregularity in the formation of the Aridure, 
which may throw the paAage to one fide, even in the Araight part of the 
urethra t and Thirdly, Aom ulceration having taken place, producing 
in perintto, which often make the canal irregular in it’s courle. 

The third calc where the application of the caulUc may be necelTary, is 
where there is no paAage at all, which happens from ulceration and abfcelTcs 
in the perinseum opening externally r aud in the healing of them the paAage is 
oAen doled up entirely. In all the above-mentioned cafes I have lucceede^ 
with the cauAic beyond expedation. 

If the obArudions are any where between .the membranous part of the 
urethra and the glans, where the canal is nearly Araight, or can eafily be 
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made ib by the introdudioa of a ftraight InRrument, it becomes an ealy 
matter to deftroy them by cauftic ; but if beyond that, it becomes then more 
difficult; however at the beginning of the bend of the urethra the obHrudiun 
may be fo iar got the better of as to admit of the paffing of a bougie, or at 
lead to procure a tolerable free paffage for the urine. I have leen leveral 
cafes where it was thought necellary to follow this praSice, and it fucceeded 
lb well that after a few touches with the cauftic the bougie could be palled, 
which is all that is wanted. The fuccefs in theic cales was fuch as would 
incline me to have recourle to this pradlice very early, indeed whenever I 
could not.pafs a fmall bougie through the dridiute;iand I look upon the 
caudic as a much la&r method than ufing .preffiire with a bougie, for the 
realbn before-mentioned, that is, the danger of making a new paiEige, with- 
out dedroying m the lead any part of the obdru^tion. . 

Mod of the driAures 1 ever examined after death, appeared to be in the 
power of fuch treatment j however I havd feea one or two cafes where the 
contradion was j of fome length and irregular, which would have puzzled 
me if I had attempted the cure with the caudic ; becaufe 1 (hould have been 
apt to fufpedt that I M^as nuking a new padage by my gaining ground, and 
yet not relieving the patient, by the removal of the fymptoms. 

. I have often tried this prance in dridhires where there were alfo fidulae 
in the urethra, and where. the water came through diiSerent padages. Such 
cafes I diould fufpedi were not the mod favourable, yet I fucceeded in the 
greater part of them, that is, I got through the dridhire and could pafs a 
bougie freely. I have feen feveral cafes of fidulx of thefe parts, where the 
natural padage was obliterated by th^ dri<5lure, in which I have fucceeded 
with the caudic, and tl^e ddulous orifices have readily healed up. . i 

It does iK>t happen always in cafes of obdruedion to the padage of the 
urine, that when the obdru^on is removed by the caudic, and die water of 
courfe pades freely, a bougie will alfo pafs. This I apprehend arifes from 
the caudic not having dedroyed the dridhire in a direA line with the urethra, 
fo that a bougie, cannot. catch the found urethra beyond. But this appears 
to me of little confequence as it is as much in the power of the bougie to 
prevent a return at this part as if it paded on to the bladder; for if the water 
flows readily, it is certain that'the caudic has gone beyond the dfidure, al- 

though 
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though it may hot be in a direct line, and that the only rifle of a rctuili of 
obflntdtion will bd at the old flritfhire } but as a boagk can now {>afs be^ 
yood that part, it does as much good as if it pafied into the bladder } for I 
have known feveral cafes where the bougie appeared to have the fame cfledt 
as if it had pafl^ on to the bladder. 

The application of the cauflic need not be longer than a minute, and it 
may be repeated every day, or every other day, allowing time for the flough 
to come off*. But there are other caufea that may prevent the repetition of the 
cauflic, bcfides waiting for die ieparation of the flough, for fomedmes the 
life of it brings on iiriation, inflammation, or fpafofiin the part, which fre-* 
qocntly occaiiont a total fuppreflion of urine for a time, againfl which all 
the meant ufed commonly on fuch occalions to prbeUre relief tnuft be em-> 
ployed, and we muA wait till thelc fymptomS are gone off. If the patient 
can make wato* immediately after the application k will be proper, as it will 
wafh away any cauftic that may have been diflblvod in the paibge, Which if 
left would iirkate the parts )' a little water injeifted into the uredira will 
anfwcr the flune purpofo. 

About the year 1752, attending a chimney-fweeperfor a ftriduro, the flrft 
patient I ever had whh this difoafe, and not finding that 1 gained any ad* 
vantage after fix months trial vrith the bougie, I Conceived that I might be 
able to (kftroy the ftrifture by efeharotkt >* my flrft attempt was with red 
precipitate. 1 applied to the end of a botsgic fome ftlve, and then dipped it 
into red precipitate. This bougie 1 paflbd down to the ftrifture, but I found 
that it brought on confiderablc inflammation dl along the infide eff die 
palfiigc, whk± I attributed to the precipitate being rubbed off in palling the 
bougie. I riien had a filver canula made and inttoduefld it down to the 
ftrifture, and through this canula pafled the bougie with precipitate as before. 
Not finding however that he made water any better, and not yet bring able 
to pafs the finalleft bougie through the ftraShire, I fiiipedtodftiat the precipi* 
tatc bad not fatfident powers to deftroy it t I therefore todt a linril piece of 
lunar cauftic and laftened it on the end of a wire with foaling wax, and 
introduced it through the cantila to die ftririore i after doing this three rimes 

* Lately ioricing over tons naiion 00 this difealc I fnd dm thkit aca-a M« idea. 
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at two days interval, he came to me and toid me that he made water much 
better j and in applying the cauftic a fourth time my canula went through 
the Rridhire ;* a bougie was afterwards paiTod for feme little time till ho was 
perfectly well. 

Having fucceeded fo well in this cafe, I was encouraged to apply my 
mind to the invention of fome inilrument better fuitod to the purpofe than 
the above-mentioned, which I have in fome degree effedled, although it is 
not jtt perfoftiy adapted to all the fituations of Rriifhire in the urethra. 
The cauftic ihould be prevented from hurting any other part of the canal ; 
which is bell done by introducing it through a canula to the ftri<3ure', 
making it protrude a tittle beyond the end of the canula, by which it adis 
only upon the ftridhire. The cauftic fliould be fixed in a fmall port-crayon. 
It is neceftaiy to have a piece of filver of the length of the canula. With a 
ring at one end, and a button at the other of the fame diameter with the 
canula, forming a kind of plug, which ftiould projoft beyond the end of 
the canula that enters the urethra, by which means it makes a rounded end ; 
or the port-crayon may be formed with this button at the other end. The 
button being introduced into the canula, it (hould be pafied into the urethra, 
and when got to the ftridhirc the filver plug ftiould be drawn, and the port- 
crayon with the cauftic introduced in it’s place j or if the plug and port- 
crayon are on the fame inftrument, then it is only withdrawing it, and 
introducing the port-crayon with the cauftic, which will deftroy the ftric- 
ture. This plug, befides giving a fmooth rounded end to the canula, anfwers 
another good purpofe, by preventing the canula from being filled with the 
mucus of the urethra as it p>aircs along, which mucus would be colledred in 
the end of it, dilTolve the cauftic too foon, and hinder it’s application to the 
ftridhire.‘ 

If the ftrldture be in the bend of the urethra the canula may be bent at 
the end alfo ; but it becomes more difficult to introduce a piece of cauftic 
through fuch a canula, for the plug and port-crayon muft alfo be bent at 
the end, which cannot be made to pafs through the ftraight part of the 

• Wifemin had the &me idea, but probably the clumfy way in which he attempted to put it in 
execution might be the reatbn why be feems not to have purfued it. 

* Vide plate III, fig. i. 
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canula ; but this I have in ibme meafure obviated by having the canula 
made dcxible, except at the end where it is to take the curve.* 

After the bougie can be made to pafs, the calc is to be treated as a common 
ftrifhue, either by dilating it flowly, or by quickly increafing the fizc of 
the bougie, and thus continuing the ulceration. 

There are fometimes more Rridhires than caie ; but it leldom happens 
that they are all equally bad ; one only becennes the objedl of our attention. 
The Ihaaller ones may however be fufficient to hinder the pafllng the canula 
to the ftri(5bue which is to be deftroyed by the cauilic. When that is the 
cafe, thofe (mail ftriSures ate to be dilated with bougies, as in o»iunon» 
till th^ are fufficiently large to allow the canula to pals. 

* Vide plate IH, flg. a and 3. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF STRICTURES IN WOMEN. ; 

O bstructions to the water in WMnen I believe generally arife from 
ftridhire, although not always ; for I have known them produced by 
compreilion from fbme adjacent fWt^ling ; and they are common in utero- 
geflation, as allb in dropfical or fcirrhous ovaria ; but fuch caufes are com- 
monly known long before this efieA is produced, by which the fuppreflion 
is eahly accounted for : it may alfb arife from excrefcences as in men. 

How £sr a fhic^ure in the urethra of this fex is really a confluence of 
a venereal inflammation I am not certain, but fhould fuppofe it was not ; 
and for ftionger reafbns flill than thole given in fpeaking of the caufc of 
flridhires in men ; for I can fay, that in all the ftridturcs 1 ever faw in 
women, none of them arofe in conlequence of this difeafe ; at leaft I had 
no reafon to believe that they did ; and I have obferved before, that in moll 
women who have the venereal difeafe in the form of a gonorrhoea, it feldom 
attacks the urethra ; therefore if we find a Aridhire in a woman who has 
had the difeafe we are not to impute it to that, at leaft till we know whe- 
ther fhe had the difeafe in that canal ; and even then it will remain doubtful. 

Stridhues are not near fb common in women as in men, and this may 
be owing to the great difference there is in the length of the two canals j 
but more efpecially to the canal in women being more fimple, and intended 
only for one purpofe. The ftridhire in women does not produce fuch a. 
variety of fymptoms, or fo much mifehief, as in men, there hot being fo 
many parts to be aftedted. 
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I. OF THE CURE OF STRICTURES IN WOMEN. 

The cure of ftridhircs in the urethra of women is fimilar to that in 
men ; but it is. rather more Ample from the finiplicity of the parts. There 
is however an inconvenience attending the pafling the bougie in women, 
that does not take place in men, which is, that in molt calcs it mu^ Ik 
palled lor them, it being hardly poiTibk for a woman to introduce a bougie 
berfel/. The confinement of the bougie is allb more difficult, for although 
they can cafily be prevented from going into the bladder by bending the 
outer end down upon the moutlt of the vagina ; yet it it very difficult to 
prevciu them from Hipping out. It will be necelTary to have a bandage of 
the T kind paffing down between the labia over the bend of the bougie. 

It appears to me that the, cauftic would anfwdr extremely well in fiich 
cafes, and therefore 1 Ihould prefer it to the bougie, both fisr convenience 
and efficacy. , i ‘ . 

U. OF THE GLEET IN CONSEQUENCE OF A STRICTURE. 

I have already obferved, that k happens generally, if not always, that 
there is a gleet when- there is a AridUire in the urethra. This I fiippolc 
arifes from the irritation produced in the urethra beyond the ftiidure, by the 
urine in it's palTage dillcnding this part too much, which diftention is in-1 
crcaled by the increalhi Hrength of Uk bladder. This fyniptom often'leads 
us to the knowledge of a Hridture, or at leak gives a fufpicion of fuch a 
difeafi; i and when a kridhire is known to be the caulc, no attempts Ihonid 
be made to cure the gleet, for it is generally cured when the ftrifture is 
removed ; but if it Hill remains it may be cured as recommended in the 
common gleet, as probably ariling from another caufc than a llridture. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF STRICTURE ATTENDED WITH SPASMODIC 

AFFECTION. 

T here arc very few ftridlurcs that arc not more or Icfs attended with 
fpafins ; but fome much more than others ; the fpafhi being in fbme 
cafes more the difeafe than the llridhire itfclf : but real ftridlurcs are attended 
with occalional contradtions, which makes the pading of the urine much 
more difficult at one time than another. In all the cafes that I have feen of 
this kind, when not attended with fpalms, the difeafe is not formidable ; but 
when the parts arc in a fpafmodic (late the fymptoms are as violent as in the 
fimple ftridlure. 

As this is a mixed cafe it has all the charadlers both of the permanent and 
fpafmodic (Iridure ; for the urethra in fuch cafes is in a (late fimilar to what 
it is in the true fpafmodic kind, being very irritable, giving great pain in 
paffing of the bougie, and often rejedling it altogether j as will be taken no- 
tice of when we (hall treat of that difeafe. 

Upon confidering this fubjcdl we (hould at firfl hardly bcdifpoloi to believe 
that the fpafin in the urethra is in the (Iridlurcd part, which can fcarcely be 
fuppofed capable of contradlion ; and it might therefore naturally be referred 
to the found part of the urethra, as being brought on by the waters not flow- 
ing freely j if this is a jud mode of accounting for it, we mud fuppolc that 
the contradUon is behind the dridlurc, that being the only part dilated by the 
water j and fuch urethras being very irritable, that part may contradl fo as to 
dop the flowing of the water altogether. But (bmc circumdances occurring 
in pradHce would incline us to believe that fuch dridhircs have the power of 
contradhon ; for we find the bougie grafped by the dridhire when allowed to 
remain fome time. And the circumdancc of the dridlurcd part refilling the 
bougie at times is allb a proof of the fame. 

■ M m There 
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There is Ibmetimcs this Angular circumftance attending thele cafes, that 
when there arifes a gonorrhoea, or any other difeharge of matter from the 
urethra, where none was before, or an increafe of an old gleet, the paflage 
becomes fo free as to allow the urine to pafs as ufual : but thefe are uncer- 
tain, and only temporary reliefs ; for whenever the difeharge ceafes the 
fpafmodic affection returns. I think it moft probable that h is only the 
fpafin that is afteded by the difeharge, and not the real ftridure. Two 
remarkable cafes of this kind fell under my obfervation, which I lhall now 
relate. 

A gentleman had for a long time a complaint in the urethra attended with 
a llridure, which was fuppofed to be originally from a venereal complaint ; 
it was often attended with a difeharge which always produced a flight fever 
on it’s coming on ; but while the difeharge lafted the difficulty in making 
water was relieved, and that in proportion to the greatnefs of the difeharge : 
and whenever he got a frerti gonorrhoea the fame thing happened. 

Another gentleman had a difficulty in making water, fuppofed to arife 
from a ftridlure; it was generally attended with fuch a running as is com- 
mon to (Iriftures : but when that difeharge was much incrcafed, then the 
ftridurc was lefs in proportion. During this complaint he contracted two 
different infections, both of which relieved him of the ftriCture for the time. 

As this is a mixed difeafe it may be thought proper to pais a bougie 
for the real ftriCture, and for the other to ufe the method hereafter re- 
commended for the cure of fpafm. 

It frequently happens in thefe mixed cafes, that a bougie does not imme- 
diately pafs, but is rqeCted by the Ipafm ; yet by letting it lie in the urethra 
almoft clofe to the ftriCture for ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes, it will often 
pais. This is as it were ftealing upon it; and the water fhall flow al- 
though the bougie is not attonpted to be puffed on. Thefe however arc 
only temporary inodes of relief. In feme inftances the fpafm is almoft as 
conftant as the permanent ftriCture; in fuch cafes pafling a bougie into 
the uretlira for three or four inches in length, covered by feme irritating 
medicine, and keeping this in as long at each time as the patient can bear, 
will, if perfevered in for a few weeks, often prove a cure for the fpafmodic 
affection. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF SOME CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING THE 
USE OF BOUGIES— THEIR FIGURE AND COM- 
POSITION. 

I N cafes of fttiAum a bougie is uied as a wedge, not as a ftimnlant, 
and where the ftridhire is fo far overcome as to let a bougie pafs on ; the 
queftion is, whether it is better to pafs the bougie the whole length of the 
urethra, fo that the end (hall be in the bladder, or only to pafs it through 
the (tridture a little way, fo that the end '(ball remain in the urethra. 
Nothing, but experience can determine this queftion, and in fuch calcs I 
believe we.(eldom make a fair trial, generally pulhing the bougie on to the 
bladder j though if we oblcrve the confequenccs of the bougies not palling 
in thole cafes where they either cannot pafs far beyond the ftridhire or not at 
all,' we find no inconvenience arifing from this circumftance, except where 
they are applied with too mudi force,' ‘ fo as to make a new paffage. The 
common idea is, that it will be more hurtful to allow the end of the bougie 
to lie in the urethra than in the bladder j but I imagine this is more founded 
in theory than pradticc. 

Some people have fuch a quantity of calculous matter in their urine ; or lb 
great a difpofition in their urine to depofit it's calculous matter, that it only 
requires the prcfencc of an extraneous body in the bladder to become an im- 
mediate, caufc of ftonc; for I have obferved in fome, that the end of a 
bougie cannot remain in the bladder a few hours without being covered with 
a cruft of calculous matter. Such people I have generally advifed to ufe as 
much cxercife as all other circumftances-will allow. 

Bougies when firft introduced often produce heknefs, and fometimes evert 
fainting.. I have fecn a patient become lick, the colour leave his face, a cold 
i , ^ , 1 ; ■ . ... fwcat 
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fweat come on, and at laft faint ; but all thefe foon go off, and feldom return 
upon a fccond or third trial. 

They at firft produce an irritation on the urethra, wliich gives pain in 
the time of making water, but goes off on repetition. 

They produce a fecretion of pus in thofe cafes, where there was none, 
and generally increafe the difeharge where there 1$ one pitviop$,to;their ap- 
plication ; but this eile(S gradually ceafes. . .. ^ 

It frequently happens that fwcllings in the lymphatic glands of the groin 
arife from the ufe of bougies, but I never faw them come the length of 
fuppuradon. As in moft of thefe cafes there was a difeharge of matter 
previous to the bou^e being paiTed, they could hardly be owing to the 
abforpdon of matter, but mull have arifen from fympathy. • J. • 

When treatuig of the ftrifture, 1 obferved that it was often the caufe of 
a fwclling in one or both tefticles ; and further, that the paiTmg of a bougie 
often removed that complaint. I may now obferve, that a veiy common 
confequence of the paifing of a bougie is a (welling of the tcAicle, this aUb 
arifes from fympathy, and like the fwelling of’the glands, is a common 
cfFefl of all irritations of the urethra. 

It may not be improper here to add feme obfervations on the figure and 
compofition of bougies. They ought to be about two inches longer than 
the difeance between the glans and the (failure, or more if th^ can paft 
freely, fo as always to allow an inch to bend upon the glans, and another 
to pafs beyond the (Iridture. The thicknefs is to be according to the fize 
of the llridhire j at firft to be fuch as will pafs with a fmall degree of 
tightnefs, and this is to be followed up as the contraded part enlarges. 
But when the urethra has become of the natural fize, then the bougie 
need not be increaled, but it's ufe ftill continued, as has been obferved. 

With regard to the ftiape, they (hould not taper from end to end when 
very fmall, but (hould be nearly of an equal thicknefs till within an inch of 
their fmalleft end, after which they fliould taper to a point, forming a 
round wedge fitted to pafs into the ftri£hire; and this form gives them 
greater ftrength than when made to taper from one end to the other. 

The confidence ought to vary according to the nature of die cafe, and 
fize of the bougie. If the ftridhire be near the glans, a ftifif bougie may be 

u(M, 
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xifcd, and the whole may be made to taper gradually, bccaufe a fhort 
bougie will always have fufficient ftrength for any prelTure that is neccllary ; 
but if the ftridture be deeper fcated, as about the bulb, where the palTage 
begins to take a curve, the bougie muft be a little thicker in it’s body to 
fupport the neceffary preflure. If the ftridhire be any where in the bend of 
the urethra, or near the bladder, the bougie fhould be very flexible, although 
this is contrary to our general pofition, becaufe in this cafe it muft bend in 
order to take on the curve of the paflage, which it ought to do with cafe ; 
for when it bends with difficulty it does not make it’s preflure upon the 
ftridhire, but upon the back part of the urethra, and therefore does not enter 
fo eafily j which circumftance makes it more difficult to enter a ftridure 
near the bladder, than near the glans. 

In the compofition of the bougie the confiftence is the moft material thing 
to be confidered, the medical properties, as far as known, being of little 
confequehce. The materials tliey are commonly made of are wax, oil, and 
litharge. 

The -litharge gives them finoothnefs, and takes off the ftickinefs they 
would have if made of wax and oil only. A cotnpofltion which anfwcrs 
well, is three pints of oil of olives, one pound of bees wax, and a pound 
and an half of red lead, boiled togetlier upon a flow fire for fix hours. 

r : , 

I. «OF A NEW PASSAGE FORMED BY BOUGIES. 

The worft confequence arifing from the improper ufe of the bougie, and 
the moft dangerous is, where it makes a new paffage.* I mentioned before 
that this generally arofe from the attempt to produce ulceration by the 
application of the end of the bougie to the ftridture in cafes where a bougie 
could not pafs ; for in thofe cafes where a bougie pafles there can be no 
danger of fuch an cfloft. 

This new paffage is feldom carried fo far as to produce either an increafe 
of the prefent difeafe, or a new one, although fometimes it is ; yet it prevents 

. . * Vide plate II, 
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the cure of the original difeal'c, for it renders both the application of the 
bougie and caudic to the ftrkbure fo uncertain, that a continuance of either 
is dangerous, as they may incrcafc the mifehief, and at laR produce very 
bad confequcnccs. 

This new palTage is generally along the fide of the old one, when in that 
part of the urethra which is on this fide of the bend, and it is made in the 
fpongy fubftance of the urethra ; but when it is made at the beginning of 
tlic bend, then it pallcs on in a firaight line through the body of the urethra, 
about the beginning of the membranous part, going through the cellular 
fubftance of the pcrinxum towards the redhim. When the new pafiage is 
made between the glans and the bend of the urethra, it may take place on 
cither fide of the canal equally, in the fpongy fubftance of the urethra, 
between the canal and the ikin of the penis, or ferotum ; and it may be 
between the canal and the body of the penis. The fituation of it will make 
fome difterence in the operation necefiaiy ibr the cure of this complaint. 

When a new pafiage is made I know of no other method of cure but to 
open the part externally; and the openbg muft be made in that part of the 
urethra which is moft convenient for coming at the ftrifture ; regard being 
had to the other external parts, fuch as the ferotum, &c. If the ftridhire be 
before the ferotum, the new pafiage will be there alio, and therefore the 
operation muft be made of courfe before that part ; but if the ftri^rc is 
oppofitc to the ferotum, the bottom of the new pafiage may alfo be oppofitc 
to this part ; but if the new pafiage is of a confiderable length, it’s bottom 
or termination may be in the beginning of the perinanim ; and in either fitu- 
ation the operation muft be b^un behind the ferotum, or indeed may be 
made a little way into it. But if the ftridhire and new pafifage arc in the 
perinaeum, then the operation is to be performed there. 

The method of performing this operation is as follows : pafs a ftafif, or 
any fuch inftrument, into the urethra as far as it will go, which will proba- 
bly be to the bottom of the new paffage, and that we are certain is beyond 
the ftridture ; feel for the end of the inftrument externally, and cut upon 
it, making the wound about an inch long, if the difeafe be before the fero- 
tum ; and an inch and an half, or more, if in the perinaeum. If the new 
pafiage be between the urethra and the body of the penis, then you will 

moft 
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probably get into the found urethra before you come to the inftrument or 
new palTage j if fo it is not necelTary to go further to be able to get into the 
bladder, as we may be certain that this part of the urethra is behind the 
flridture. Having proceeded fo for, take a probe, or fome fuch inftrument, 
and introduce it into the urethra by the wound, and pafs it towards the glans, 
which will be palling it forwards towards the ftridturc. If it meet witli an 
obllrudHon there, we may be certain it is the llridhire, which is now to be 
got through, and which will afterwards be calily enlarged. To complete 
the operation, I would advilc the withdrawing the probe, and introducing 
in the fame manner a hollow canula forwards to the Rri<fhirc ; then take 
another canula and introduce it from the glans downwards till the two 
canulas oppole each other, having the ftridhire between them ; fome perfon 
laying hold of the urethra on the outfide, between the finger and thumb, 
juft where the two canulas meet, to keep them in their places j then through 
the upper canula introduce a piercer which will go through the ftridhirc, 
and pafs into the lower canula ; this done, withdraw the piercer, and intro- 
duce a bougie into the fame canula, in the fame way, being fure it pafies 
into the lower canula, then withdraw the lower canula and the end of the 
bougie will appear in the wound } lay hold of the bougie there, and witli- 
draw the upper canula over the bougie, leaving the bougie in the urethra ; 
now the lower end of the bougie is to be direAed into the urethra leading on 
to the bladder, and puihed on to that vifeut. It may be further neceflary 
to lay the whole of the new paflage open, that it may all heal up ; for it 
is poffible that this new palTage may often receive the bougie, which is 
to be applied in future, which would be troublefome, and might prove an 
obftru£tion to the cure. 

If the new palTage be between the Ikin and the canal of the urethra, after 
cutting down to the inftniment, you muft go further on in fearch of the 
natural canal, and when you have found it introduce a probe into it to- 
wards the glans to find the ftridhire j and when this is done go on with the 
operation as above deferibed. 

The bougie muft be left in the palTage, and as it may be found difficult 
afterwards to introduce another readily into the bladder, the longer the firft 
is allowed to remain fo much the more readily will the fccond pafs. I am 

not 
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not yet certain but that it would be better to pulh on the liollow canula at 
lirft, and keep it there for fome days, at leaft till the inflammation is over and 
the parts have adapted themfelves to this body, which will make a bougie 
pafs more cafily afterwards. The Ixjugies mull be gradually increafcd in lize, 
and continued till the wound is healed up. 

The firll time I ever lliw a cafe of a new paflage formed by the bougie was 
at the hofpital for the third regiment of guards, about the year 1765, it was 
in a young foldier wlio had a ftridture, for the cure of which he had bougies 
regularly palled for near half a year without any relief. They were encou- 
raged to go on fo long by appearing to gain ground on the ftridlure, for the 
bougie went further by two inches than at firft ; but it being fufpedlcd that 
there was fomething more than was then underftood, I was confulted, and 
without forefeeing what was really the cale, I propofed that an opening Ihould 
be made into the urethra where the obftruflion was, and carried further back 
if necelTary, in fearch of the found urethra, svhich was accordingly done in 
the following manner : the grooved ftafF was firft palled as far down as it 
would go, which was to tlie bottom of the new paflage, the ferotum was 
pulled up upon the penis, when the end of the ftafF was prominent towards 
tlic (kin a little way above the perineum, and there an incifion was made on 
the end of the ftafF about half an inch long ; this difengaged the end of the 
ftafF, which was puflied out at the wound, then fearch was made for the 
other orifice which led to the bladder, fuppofing that orifice to be the 
ftridure, but none being to be found, we tried to trace it by blowing with a 
blow-pipe into the bottom and lower part of the wound, but no orifice could 
be oblerved ; we then began to fufped that we were not in the urethra. To 
determine if we had been in the urethra, I began to dilTcd with care the 
parts at the bottom of the wound, and laid bare the mufeuli accelera tores. 
1 then made an incifion into the body of the urethra and came to the true 
canal, which was cafily difeovered. When this was done we pafled a probe 
on to the bladder, then withdrew it and turned it, and palFed it from this 
wound towards the glans penis, but found that it went not much more than 
two inches that way and then flopped. This ftruck us with a new idea of 
the cafe, for we were now fure that the end of the ftafF had not been in the 
urethra, but in a new paflage made in the fpongy part of the urethra, for two 
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inches bejwnd djr. flckSbnre. • We no\^ a> ftaSnby the ^ns-ddwn the 
tweditB^ amianDther ap fixxu (Ik kft ^vound» to ioe-atvrhatdiiVance the ciuh 
of the two iaftratneiits were, which wouW giro us ihc kngdi of tlie ftriihire. 
We found by taking hold’ of the utethrx between the finger and thumb on 
the ontfidc ^aCthe two ends were clofe together. What was- to be done next 
was ouE confidaatfon ; it innnediatcly finsek us that we might force our way 
through the ftriSnre with fiifisty; The gentleman who aiMed me iir the 
joperatioo pafied a. hkm-pipe one-fifdi. of an inch in diameter^ (being not 
fufficicntly fumilhed with inftruments) from the wound forwards to the 
ftriifhire, and then I took a filvcr canula open at both ends, which had an 
iron piercer longer than itfclf, and palTed it down to the ftridhire from the 
glans ; and now the end of the canula oppofcd the end of the blow-pipe, and 
they were almoft clofe upon one another. They were kept in this poCtion 
with the finger and thumb applied on the outfidc of the penis like fplints on 
a broken bone. I then introduced the piercer and puflied it on, which went 
through the llrifture into the hollow of the blow-pipe. Great care was taken 
not to pufli too forcibly for fear the two ends of the hollow tubes fhould flip 
by one another, which they would do if not held firmly, as afhially hap- 
pened twice in this cafe j but we fucceeded the third time. I then puflied 
on the canula through the ftridlure and with it puflied out the blow-pipe. 
The next obje<a was to pafs a hollow bougie along the urethra to the bladder, 
to do which the fmall end of it was Introduced Into tlie canula, which being 
puflied on forced out tlie canula at the wound ; wc then pafled a diredtor 
into the other orifice of the urctlira, leading on to tlic bladder, and put the 
end of the bougie into the groove of the director, and puflied it along the 
groove to the bladder, and before wc withdrew the diretSor we turned it 
round with it’s back to the bougie, that the end of the bougie might not flop 
againft the end of the groove, and fo be pulled out again. After all this was 
done, one flitch was made in the urethra, but the external wound in the fldn 
was left for the paflTage of the urine, that it might not infinuate itfelf into 
the cellular membrane j %vc drefled the wound fuperficially, and applied 
the T bandage, which was flit to go on each fide of the ferotum, and jufl 
where it came to the ferotum wc tied the two ends together, which fupport- 
cd the ferotum and kept it forwards on the penis,- and the two ends that 
s.*i- ) ® ° came 
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came from this knot on each fide of the fcrotam were tied to the circular 
part that came round the body. The patient had fome flight fever for a day 
or two, and the urine came partly through the bougie and partly by the fide 
of it through the wound. A fwelling of one teiticle came on, likewife a 
fwelling of the glands of the groins, pain in the belly, fickncfs, and at 
times vomiting, all which fymptoms were owing to fympathy, and entirely 
went off in five or fix days. The water in nearly the fame time came entirely 
by the natural paffage. The bougie was changed from time to time till the. 
cure was complcated. 

■ I i . 
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C H A P T E R VI. ■ 

OF DISEASES IN CONSEQUENCE OF A PERMA- 
. . NENT. STRICTURE , IN THE. URETHRA. 

i 

S trictures in the urethra produce almoft conftantly difeafes in the 
parts beyond them; 'that is, in the. part of the urethra between the 
ftridhire and the bladder., They bring on In moil ca(» a gleet, as has been 
defcribed, and often ,coofidcrible diftention of .this part of the.canaU alfo 
inflammation and ulceration, and in confcquencc of them difeafes In the 
furrounding parts, > as in Cbwper's glands, the proibtte, and the furround- 
ing cellular membrane, fomung abfbeiles there, and at laft ulceration, for 
the purpofc of making a liew palTage for the urine. The bladder is allb 
often aficded, and ibmetimes the ureters,, with the pelvis of the kidneys, 
-and in ibme calcs the kidneys themfdves. All thcic arc cfFefls of every 
permanent obilrudlion to the urine ; iolme of them arc methods which nature 
-takes to relieve the parts from the immediate complaints ; fuch arc the in- 
.CTcale of the urethra beyond the ilridture, and the enlargement of the ureters 
and pelvis of the kidneys, which are only to be confidcrcd as the parts ac- 
commodating tbemlelves to tlie immediate confequence of the obilrn<flion, 
which is the accumCdatioo of urine. ’ .Of thefe complaints I fliall take notice 
in their order. '• : - 1 :•'■■■ ■ ' f,;t 

- ' ... -r ... . . 

j; :: I. OF THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE- URETHRA. 

i ' <■’ ■ ii .1 ■ >') . '. "i •. • .. ' , 

. The urethra beyond 'the ftrwflurc I have ob&rved is enlarged, becaufe It 
ittis more paflive than the bladder, and yields to the preflure of the urine. 
It is naturally paflive while the bladder is adling, by which means it becomes 
diflended in proportion to the force with \^hich the bladder adls, and the 
. ivi.’.'l refiilance 
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rcfiftancc of the ftrifturc. It’s internal furfacc often becomes more irregular 
and fafciculated. It is allb more irritable, the diftention becoming often 
tlie immediate caufe of^fFBfms in tbat pant+^a^ thefe fpalms are moft 
probably excited with a view to counteradt the effort produced by the aftion 
of tire bladder. 
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II. OF "FHE FORMATION OF A NEW PASSAGE FOR THE 

URINE. 

V ' - .-..r. o f;. c.-ih-.-q j.-Iijr; -j T I 

’ When the meAods recommended above for the removal off .ffrifhiR Hie 
either not been attempted, or have' not (heoeeded, natu^ cndeavourti to re- 
lieve hcrfelf by making a new p«flbg« for the unne,* which, althoi^h.ic 
often prevents imm^kte death, yet if not remedied is produfldveaf much 
inconvcmencc and mifery tp the patient through lift^ f The nux^ by wbich 
nature endeavours to procurt relief n4>y alcetritioa‘aii ths'infiEteof thaa pact 
of the urethra, which is enlarged and within the ftridhirs. The nka^ation 
I believe commonly-Hegins near or clofe tti the' ArlAanS, although the ftriew 
ture may be a confiderahle Way from dte bladder therc^bec- wb muft fiqK. 
pofe that there Is forte circumfhmce befideythe difoention. oT tfae ociethra by 
the urine which determines the- ukessation tfc a parubolnr part;, this drains- 
ilancc moft ^mbably arifos iirunediately out of it^s vicini^ to the Arvfhno, 
and may be called’ contiguous lyirtptlhy," Iftie iVidhire is dften> incltiqidd in 
the clccration, by which it is removed^ lhe>dileafo cured, and x ftop forae- 
times put to the further ulceration j. but unhickity this is not always the 
cafo. We may obferve that this ulceration is always on that fide indot to 
the external furface, as is common in abfeefles. 

As this ulceration docs not arlfo from preceding inflammation ; and as it 
cannot be laid that the ufine a£tsi czadfyi^as In. urtraneous body; betaulc it 
is in it’s natural paffage, we find that there is but very little inflammation 
of the adheftve kind attending thefe uloecatnhsc’iWe imilbalfaiw howfcVer, 
that the urine produces the ulcerative difpolitian her^. like, m^tec oaithe 
infide «f an ablbcfe, although not fo readily. h.. / • , j 

- ' . < ■ L •• ; C’t . 
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Whenever therefore the internal membrane and fobftance of the urethra 
is removed by abforption, the wafer readily gets into the loofc cellular mem- 
brane of the fcrotum and penis, and diflfufes itfelf all over thefe parts, from 
tlieir not having been preVioufly united by the adhefive inflammation : and 
as the urine has confideTabk irritating powers when applied to the common 
cellular membrane, the parts inflame and fwell'confiderably. The prefence 
of the urine prevents the adhefive inflammation fiom taking place j it be- 
comes the caofc of foppuration wherever it is diflftifed^ and the irritation 
is often fo great, more efpeeially in cafes Where the uHntJ has been aliow'ed 
to become very llale^ that it ptbiduces mortification in all the cellular mem^ 
brane, and then in feveral places of the' (kin r all of which, if the patient 
lives, will flough away, making a free contitiunkation between the urethra 
and external fiirface, producing fiftul* iii perliMfeo. ' ^ . 

We may obfers’C however, that this want of the sidhefive inflammation 
in thefe ulcerations appears to be peculiar to ihat part of the urethra which 
lies between the membratiOuS part and the gtanS' ^nii; for we find frbni 
experience, thirt Ivhcn this procefs takes placo fiirther back, viz, in the 
proftatc gland, that a circumfcribcd abfeefs is generally formed. This may 
arife from the difference in texture of the cellular membrane of the parts, 
the firft adirrifting of the diffufions of the urint very readily from the loofe- 
nefs of it’s texture, the Other producing adiiefions before the urine is allowed 
to pafs i which adhefions afterwards exclude it. -< 

It fometimes happens that the urine gets info the IjxJrtgy fubftanCe of the 
body of the urethra, and is immediately diffufed through the whole, oven 
to the gfans perrts, pi’bducing mortification of all thefe parts. Which I have 
more than once feen. ' • 

When the urine has got into the cellular membrane, although the ulce- 
ration of the urethra is in tlw jicrinaum, yet it generally makes it’s way 
eafily forwards into the fcrotum, that part being compofed of the loofeft 
cellular membrane in die body. Whert the feat of the ulceration is in the 
mem’iranous or bulbous part of the urethra, and the pus and urine have 
found their way to the fcrotum, there is always a hardnefs leading along the 
jierin'Aum to the fwclled fcrotum, whkli is in the tradl of the pus. 

P p The 
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The uJbetetion cannot be prevented bat by deftfoying the? Ariiture ; but 
when the Water has got into tlie cellular membrane, which is the Aate we 
have been deferlbing, the removal of the Ari(fhire will in general be too late 
to prevent all the niifchief, although it will be neceflary for the complete 
cure I therefore an attetnpt fltould be made to pafS/a bpugic, for perhaps the 
Aridurc ina.y be ’included in the ulceration, as was mentioned before, and 
thereby allow a bougie to pais. When tliis is the, cafe, bougies muft be 
almoA conAaitriy ufed to procure as free a paAegc forwards in the right way 
as poiTiblc. Where the bougie will not pafs I am afraid that the ufe of the 
cauAic, as deferibed'in the cafe of a Ari<Aure, will, in many cafes not be qvnek 
enough, and in' Others cannot. be ■ tried, as the fituation of the Arid^rc is 

often fuch as wiH not admit of: it. . 

While the cure of the Aridlure is attempting, every method is to be ufed 
that removes inflammation, particularly bleeding j fitting over the Acam of 
warm water gives great. feliefj but this is merely a palliative. . The warm 
bath, opium, and the turpentines given by the mouth and a}fe> by thc.ranus 
will alliA in .taking: off any. fpafmodic affedtion > but all theferare too often 
infufHcicnt, and therefore immediate relief muA be attempted, both to unload 
the bladder and prevent any further effufion of urine into the cellular mem- 
brane. This muA be done by an operation which conAAs in making an 
opening into the urethra fome where beyond the Aridlure, and the nearer to 
the Aridlure the better, . 

The method of performing the operation is ArA to pafs a diredlor or fome 
fuch inArument into the urethra, as far as the Aridlure j then make the end 
of the InArument as prominent externally as poAible fo as to be felt, which 
in fuch a cafe is often diiHcuIt, fometimes impofllble; if felt cut upon it till 
it is expofed, continue the incifion a little Airthcr on towards the bladder, or 
anus, fo as to open the urethra beyond the Aridhirc ; this will be fuflicient to 
allow the urine to cfcapc, and to deAroy the Aridlure. If the inArument 
cannot be felt at firA by tlie finger, cut down towards it, which will bring it 
within the feel of the finger, and then proceed as above-diredled. 

If the Aridlure in the urethra is oppofitc to the ferotum, it being impoflible 
to make the opening there, it muA be made in the perinjeum, in which cafe 
there can be no dircclion given by an inArument, as one cannot be made to 
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p^s fo far, therefore we muft be guided by our knowledge of the parts. The 
opening being nnadc, the ftrifture is to be fearched for as deferibed in the 
operation, in cafes where a falfe paffage has been made, by palling a probe 
from the wound forwards, towards the glans. The other fteps of the opera- 
tion will.be nearly the fame. In which ever way the operation is performed 
a bougie mud be introduced, and the wound healed up over it. In my 
opinion a catheter anfwers this putpofe better. 

Great attention fliould be dill paid to the inflammation which arifes in 
confequence of the urine being diffufed in the cellular membrane, as before 
deferibed. Where tliis inflammation is attended with fuppuration and mor- 
tification, ; it will be ncccflaryas well in this cafe, as in that where no 
operation is required, to fcarify the parts freely, to give an opening both to 
the urine and, pus. Where mortification has taken place in tlie fkin, the 
fearifleations Ihould be made In the mortified places, if it can be done with 
equal advantage, and ^ this with a view to prevent irritation. Perhaps dref- 
fing the jjarts with opium might be of fervicc. 

In total fuppreflions of urine from whatever caulc, the urine fhould never 
be allowed to accumulate, and fhould either be drawn off frequently, or a 
catheter lliould be kept continually in the urethra and bladder; becaufe we 
fhould on no account allow the bladder to be dillcnded bejond an caf)' ftate, 
for if it is, it always brings on debilitating and alarming fymptoms, as 
paralyfis of that vifeus. Little regard is to be paid to the urethra in com- 
parifbn of the bladder ; but in many fuppreflions, as in cafes of ftridures, it 
becomes impoflible to draw off the w'ater. In fomc cafes where the urethra 
is ulcerated, and the mine gets into the cellular membrane of the penis, and 
prepuce, fo as todiftend them much, producing a phymofis, it becomes im- 
poflible to find the orifice of the urethra. Tlie following cafe illuflrates mofl 
of the preceding fadts. 

A gentleman of a fcrofulous habit had often had venereal gonorrhoeas, 
which were generally fevere, and commonly produced fwcllings, or knobs 
along the urethra, upon which account he was advifed to avoid getting this 
difeafe as much as poflible. When in the countiy in Noventber 1782, he was 
attacked with a flight cold or fever, and a fmall difeharge from the urethra, 
which he could not determine to be either venereal or not. In tliis flate he 
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fet out for London, but was taken ill on the road with a fuppreiPion of urine, 
which detained him tw'o days at an inn. When he came to town, I found 
him with a good deal oi fever, he fpokc to me caily of a difeharge from the 
urethra j but as I did not conceive that the fever could arife from that caufe, 
I dehred him to be eafy on that account. I ordered fcH- that night fix grains 
of James’s powder : his phyfician faw him afterwards, and ordered for his 
fever what he thought proper. He was taken with a fliivering fit which made 
ns fulpedt it might terminate in an intermittent, and we waited for the rcfult. 
He Aill complained of the difeharge, and mentioned a forenefs in the peri- 
naeum, both when he made water and when he prefled it externally. On 
examining the perinaeum I found a fulnefs there, from which I fufpedled 
a ftridhirc, and inquired particularly how he made water in common ; he 
declared very well, which led me off from the true caufe. We looked on 
this fwelling as proceeding from an inflammation, either in confequence of 
the fever, the difpofition of the part, or both, increafed by fitting in a poft- 
chaife for fcveral days. The part was fomented, poulticed, and leeches 
applied fcveral times. He had another Ihivcring fit three days after the firft, 
which if his difeafe had been an intermittent would have conftituted a quartan j 
but he had another feme hours after which made us give up our fufpicions 
of an intcmqittcnt. We now began to fufpedt that matter was forming in 
this part, although I could never feel any thing like a flufhiation ; nor was 
the pain of the throbbing kind, or fo acute as we commonly find it in the 
fiippurativc inflammation. What in fome degree furprifcd me w'as, that 
the fwelling came fonvards along the body of the penis towards the os pubis 
while it feemed to be diminilhing in the perin*um. He now began to find 
a diflkrulty in making water, with a frequent deflre, which uKrreafcd till 
tliere was a total fuppreflion. I preffed on the lower part of the belly to fee 
if the urine was fecretod and accumulated in the bladder, but I could not 
find any fulnefs, nor did he then feel pain on fuch prelliirej however about 
Twenty-four hours after he began to complain of a vail defire to make 
water, and a pain in the lower part of his belly, and on placing the hand 
there, a fulnefs of the bladder was readily felt. It was now clear that tlic 
water (liould be drawn off ; but as I Hill ful’fieclcd mil’chief in the urethra 
as a caufe in his complaint, I took the nccelfary precautions. I provided 
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myTelf with catheters and bougies of different Rtes, and to be as much 
upon, my guard as pofTible, I introduced 'a boogie of a fmall fize hrd, and 
found a full ftop about the bulbous part of the urethra, I tlien took a 
fmaller one, which pailU but with difficulty. I afterwards palled a fmall 
catheter on to the Rrifture, where it (lopped, but as it was ablblutely nc- 
ceffary the water Ihould be drawn off, I ufod more force than I otherways 
would have done; it went on, but with difficulty, and 1 was not certain 
whether it was in the natural paffage, or was making a new one. • When I 
had got fo far as to be in the bladder, (if I was in the right paffage) I found 
that no water came, I therefore prcHed on the lower part of the belly, and 
the water immediately came out through the catheter, which fhowed that 
the bladder had loll it’s power df contradHon. The water was drawn off thme 
times everyday, that is, every eight hours, to give as mucheafe to the bladder 
as polfible, but flill it was neceffary to prefs upon the belly to affift the 
diicharge of the urine ; and it was upwards of a fortnight before the bladder 
began to recover it’s power of contracting. The fwelling in the perinsum 
ftill continued, advancing along the body of penis, and fpreading a little 
on the pubis, it f^med to extend along the projecting part of the penis, and 
at laft ^led the whole cellular membrane of the prepuce, but did not in the 
leaft affeCt the ferotum. This fwelling appeared to be owing to the urine 
having found it’s way into the cellular membrane of the perinseum, and from 
thence proceeding along the fide of the penis. When the prepuce became 
much loaded with water, a very con fiderablc phymofis took place, which 
made the introduction of the catheter into the orifice of the urethra very 
uncertain, fo much did the fwelled prepuce prcjeCl over the glans. I was 
obliged to fqueeze the water back into the body of the penis, and introduce 
the finger, and fi»l for the glans, and on this finger introduce the catheter, 
and in a few minutes I generally hit the orifice. 

The nature of the cafe was now plain, for ulceration had taken place 
beyond the ftriChirc,' and the fwelling had arifen from the urine having 
infinuated itfelf into the cellular membraiie of the perinarum; and as the 
urine palled out of the urethra it was pulhed forwards where the cellular 
membrane was loofeft, till it got to the very end of the prepuce as before- 
mentioned. 

Q^q By 
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By this time he was become extremely tow and irritable* his pulfe quick 
and finall, his tongue brown, dry, and contraftcd, lus appetite gone, with 
great drought, bad deep and the firft ilages of a delirium coming on. This 
difcovery of the true Bate of the cafe gave a change to the mode of treatment. 
Indead of evacuations to leflen inflammation, bark, and cordials were given, 
with as much food as his ftomach would bear; thqir cffcdls on the confti- 
tution were almoft immediate, and he began to recover, although but flowly. 
I made two pundhues in the phymofis at the extremity, with a view both to 
take oflF the tendon and to evacuate the urine from the cellular membrane, 
between the penis and the (kin. 

Bliders began to form on the (kin of jhc penis, and at lad mortification 
took place in fevcral parts, efpccially on the prepuce, which I divided at the 
mortified parts, and thereby the glans became expofed fo that - the catheter 
could now be introduced eafily. 

Upon fqueezing the fwelling from the perinxum forwards along the penis, 
I could force out at the mortified parts, air. Water, and Ibme matter. The 
cellular membrane under the (kin was almod wholly mortified. When 
bounds were fet to the mortification, the Houghing cellular membrane began 
to feparate, and. a good deal was cut away to keep the parts clean, and to 
allow of a freer vent for the matter. Now that reparation was taking place 
J was clear that no more water from fhc bladder could infinuatc itfelf any 
further into the furrounding cellular membrane, therefore it was not nccelTary 
to pafs the catheter any more, and he was allowed to make water whenever 
he had a call ; which when he did, .the water came both ways, through the 
urethra, and through the cellular membrane, at the openings where the (kin 
had (loughed off. As the Houghs feparated,.,they came forwards from be- 
hind, at the fide of the (crotum, fo that I could draw them out, and when 
mod of the mortified cellular membrane was removed, I faw a part, about 
the fize of a fixpence, of the tendinous covering of the corpus cavembfum 
dead, which was alfo allowed to Hou^ off. , Mod of the water npw came 
through the fore. The parts bec^e more painful, be was more rcdlcfs, and 
one morning he had a (hivering fit. . I endeavoured to pafs a bougie down 
the fore, between the (kin and penis, but could jnot; in the evening of the 
(ame day a gufli of matter and blood came out of the fore, which ii^imcdiately 
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relieved him, and he began to mend again, and continued to do fo, both in 
the parts and his general health, the water coming both ways, but often 
varying in quantity between the two palTagcs ; more and more however came 
the right way, till at laft the new paflage clofed up entirely. 

, While the external parts were healing up, I palled a bougie occalionally, 
to keep the padage clear and open. To find out the fituation of the internal 
opening, I ordered him to prefs on different parts of tlie perinzum while he 
was making water, by which means he found that by prefling upon a par- 
ticular fpot he could flop the water from flowing through the new palfagc. 
He was directed however not to prefs too hard, for fear of forcing together 
the fides of the natural palfage. Upon erections the penis was bent to 
the fide that had fuffered, but in time the parts gradually recovered their 
natural form. 



III. OF INFLAMxMATION IN THE PARTS SURROUNDING 

THE URETHRA. 

Infi.ammation caulU by the dillention and irritation of the urethra 
often extends confidcrably further than the furface of this canal, for the 
furrouhding parts become the feat of inflammation, the fituation of which 
will commonly be according to the fituation of the llrifturc. Thus we find 
the inflammation affecting the proftate gland, the membranous part of the 
urethra, the bulb, and probably Cowper’s glands, with other parts of the 
urethra between the bulb and the glans. But inflammation in the fur- 
rbunding parts of the urethra is not always a confequence of dillenfion or 
ftridhirc j it arifes often from other irritations in this canal, fuch as violent 
gonorrhoeas, and very irritating injedtions. When inflammation attacks 
thele parts it is of the true adhefive kind ; and therefore when fiippuration 
takes place an abfeefs muft be formed unlefs the inflammation be refolved. 
The matter, according to a general principle in abfcelTes, points externally ; 
when the feat of the abfeefs is either in the proftate gland, membranous 
part, or in the bulb, the matter will point in the perinxum j or the abfeefs 
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may be fomifid forwards in the forotiun, or before it, according to the fitua* 
tion of the ftrifture. i 

The feat of thefc abfeeifet is generally fo near the inner furface of tlic 
urethra, that the partition between them often gives way, and they open 
internally, as frequently happens in an abfeefs by the fide ot i*.; reftum, 
fo that the matter is at once difeharged by the urethra or carried back into 
the bladder to be difeharged with the urine. When the internal opening 
'only takes place, I believe it is owing to the ulceration on the inner furface 
of the urethra having taken place, as has been already deferibed ; and in 
theft cafts alfo the ftridhire is fometimes involved in the abfeefs and ulce- 
ration, by which means the water will find a free pfl'agc forwards ; but 
the urine has alfo a free pafiage into ftte abfeefs, which we may fuppoft 
retards it’s healing, and often becomes the cauft of it’s opening externally ; 
but here from the adhefive inflammation having taken place the urine 
cannot infinuate itfelf into the furrounding cellular membrane, fo as to 
produce the conftqucnces mentioned in treating of die way in which nature 
endeavours to relieve herfelft In fuch cafes we find uf>on prefling the 
abfeefs externally, the matter is fqueczed into the urethra, and fo out by 
the glans. It fometimes happens that a catheter can be introduced into the 
opening of fuch an abfeefs, by which means it can be walbed by injeding 
fomething through the catheter, whereby probably it may be fooner healed. 
It more frequently happens that fuch abfeefles open both internally and 
externally, difeharging themfelves both ways. 

Theft ulcerations and fuppurations of both kinds are to be confidered as 
eflbrts of rraturc; or to fpcak more phyfiologically, as a natural conftquence 
arifing ftom fuch irritation, by which as the urine cannot pafs by the old 
paflage a new one is made to prevent further milchief. 

Both theft diftales when they open externally, if not properiy treated, 
often lay the foundation for the complaint commonly called the filhila ia 
perinxo ; which is owing to the bottom of the abfeefs having a left difpo- 
fition to heal than the external parts. It may be further fuppoftd, that 
the urine parting into the abfeefs by the inner orifice, and making it’s cfcape 
by the external, keeps up a conftant irritation in the fore, which in Ibme 
meafure may prevent a union of the fidcs, and rather difpoft them to form 
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themfclves into a hard callous fubftancc, whofc inner furfacc loofes the dif- 
poiition for union, and aHumes the nature of an outlet. 

But it is more than probable that thefc abfeefl^ not readily healing, 
depends upon the caufe of their firft adUon often continuing in full force, 
that is, a difnfed Rate of the internal parts, as will be further illuflrated 
when on the fiRula in pcrinax>. They often heal up at the orifice in the 
fkin, cfpcdally if the water has a free padage forwards ; but if the internal 
opening is not perfedlly confolidated, fome water will infinuate itfelf into 
the old fore, become the cauie of frefh inflammations and fuppuratioUs in 
the fnrrounding parts, which frequently open externally in different places, 
not following the old canal, although they fomedmes communicate witif 
it and form branches, as it were, from the principal trunk. I have fceh 
the ferotum, perinseum, and inflde of the thigh, full of openings which 
were die mouths of fb many finufes leading to the firft formed abfeefet 
When the abfeefs opens only externally, which is fcldom the cafe, it U 
to be confideted as a common abfeefs. ' 

When thefc inflammations arife from ftridhire, the difticulty in making 
water ia incieafed in the time of the inflammation, which is generally fb 
great as to comprefs the fides of the urethra together for fome way ; befides 
the ftridurc itfelf will become tighter from being inflamed. Inflammation 
in thefe parts, even when it does not arife from a ftridsue, brings on a 
fuppreffion of urine ; but in fuch cafes a boogie or catheter can be pafled } 
the laft of which, in cafes of obftrudlion arifing from contiguous fWeilings, 
as tumors, inflammations, and fwelkd proftate gland, is the proper inftrU4 
ment, as the fides of the urethra would be pre^xi togethtf immediately 
upon withdrawing the bougie, by which the urine would be as much as 
ever prevented from ibllowing. . > 

IV, OF THE TREATMENT OF THE INFLAMMATION IN 
•■•i '! THE SURROUNDING PARTS. 

The inflammation of Ihefe parts is to be treated like other inflammations. 
Refolution is much to be wifhed for ; but it is alnioft impofSble it fhould 
•- R r ukc 
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take place where ftridhirc is the caufe. When the ftridhire is removed, 
either by ulceration or a bougie, we have only the inflammation to contend 
with ; but this feldom happens, for the inflammation is but too often 
accompanied with fuppuration. 

When fuppuration takes place the fboner the abfeefs is opened externally 
the better, as that may in fame cafes be the means, though ieldom, of 
preventing it’s opening internally ; yet it may prevent the inner opening 
from becoming fo large as it otherways might do. The opening externally 
fhoold be large ; and if the Rridture is not involved in the fuppuration, then 
it muft be dcflroyed; becaufe no cure can take place while the water 
pafles through the new opening. 1 have fucceeded with the cauftic even 
in flridhircs of long Aanding. 

When the ftridlure will admit of the pafTage of a bougie through it, it is 
to be kept almoA conAantly in the urethra, and to be withdrawn only at 
the time of making water ; this will allow the urine to pafs more freely 
through the urethra, without efcaping through the fore. The fore muft be 
healed up from the bottom. 

Hollow bougies are recommended in fuch cafes, after the ftrkfture is 
deftroyed, to prevent the urine pafling through the wound. This inftru- 
ment admits of a conftant dribbling of urine throii^ it j but the bougie 
may be occafionally ftoppcd'up, and the urine permitted to pafs when 
there is a defire to make arater. It becomes under certain circumftances 
the worft inftruinent poftible, for if it’s canal is not of a fize fufficknt to 
let the water pafs as freely as the contra^on of the bladder requires, the 
water will pafs eafily by the fide of the bougie to the abfeefs, and not 
getting forwards beyond the ftridure flow out at the abfeefs : to avoid this 
cflfedl as much as poflible, the hollow bougies fhould be as large as the 
ftridhired part will allow, and it‘s fides fhould be as thin as poffiblc, that 
it’s pafTage may be the larger. The elaftic gum has thefo two properties 
in a higher degree than die fpiral wire covered with waxed cloth. But as 
I doubt very much die paftage of the urine being an hinderance to the heal- 
ing of the fore, I am lefs folicitous about fuch pradice ; for we find that 
after cutting for the ftone the parts heal very readily ; and even in this ope- 
ration the external parts which are not difoafed heal up very readily. I 
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foTped that the want of difpohdon to heal ariles from the ftri^res not 
being fufficiently fubdued, or the deeper parts not being in a healthy llate. 

When thefe fuppurations are left to themfelves, and no method tried to 
remove the ftridure, and courfc nothing introduced into the urethra, the 
ftri^hire fomedmes doles entirely up, fo that no water can pafs forwards 
through the urethra ; and thotfore before* any attempt can be made to heal 
the filbilous orifices, a paiTage muft be made through the united parts. 
This cannot be done with a bougie ; and if this union of the parts is before 
the bend of the urethra, which moft commonly it is, nothing but the 
cauftic can be applied with any profped of fuccefs, as will be mentioned 
more folly in treatmg of the fifhila in poinaeo. 



V. OF THE EFFECTS OF INFLAMMATION IN THE SUR- 
ROUNDING PARTS UPON THE CONSTITUTION. 

The efiedls which thefe attempts to form a new patiage for the urine 
have upon the confdtudon, arc very contiderable ; much more to than what 
one would at firft exped. Thofe cafes appear to be moll formidable which 
b^n by ulceration on the inner furface of the urethra, and where the water 
diifofes itfelf into the cdlular membrane of the feromm and penis. 

Thefe where the indamination is circumferibed are more the true abfeels, 
and therefore do much lefs raifehief to the ports than when the urine is 
diffofed in the cellular membrane. In thefe lall if not loon relieved, the 
padent finks, and a mortification comes on. 1 If before the patient finks, a 
feparation of the Ikugh takes place, this feporadon performs the operation 
of opening, and the padent may recover. We Ibould not I believe wait for 
fuch feparation of the mortified part, but make an opening early, upon the 
firfl knowledge of a difilifion of water into the cellular membrane ; and we 
Ihould be gitided as to fituation by introducing a llafiF into the urethra on to 
the llridure. But in feme cafes this cannot be done, for when the urine 
gets into the corpus l^giofum, it produces mortification of all thefe parts, 
and renders the whole fo indiflind tlut often no urethra can be found. 

r- ' The 
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The eflfcdla that the circumfcribcd inflammation has upon the conftitution, 
is generally not fo feriou^ as the above, ! for mortifleation a$ fcldom talcc« 
place in this as in abfeefles in general. When the abfeefs is from the bulb 
backv/ards, there is generally a fmart fympathetic fisver,- bccaufe the abfeefs 
will be of confidcrablc fizc before it gets to the Ikin of the perinzum, and is 
generally attended. with great pain ; but this pain goes oflF bythc formation 
of the matter, cfpecially if opened early. • . . ‘ 

As there is a great difpofition for violent adUon, attended with great wcak- 
nefs in fuch cafes, more dpecially in thofe of the firft kind, it is advifeable to 
give the bark early, and in conflderablc quantity ; but I apprehend it is 
neceflary to give along with it fudorifles, as the lalioe draughts, or fome of 
the preparations of antimony, as there is generally a good deal of fever. The 
bark gives ftrength, and alfo in fome degree leflens irritability, and by that 
means leflens addon ; but it fltould be afliflod by other medicines : opium 
will add to it’s effedls. . ■ I . ' . ’ •• 

' • • I .•> J - . ' ■ - 1 ■)' 

VI. OF FISTUL.® IN PERINiEO. . 

It often happens that the new paflagcs;fbr the urine do not heal on ac-1 
count of the ftiidturc not being ocnaovcid ; and even when the ftridhire is 
removed, th^ frequently have no difpofltion to heal. In both cafes they 
become flftulous, and produce frelh infianunatioas and fuppuratior.., which 
do not always open into the old fore, but make new openings externally, 
Thefe fometimes arife from the flrft external openings not being fuflkientlj 
large, fo that they heal up long before the bottom, or long before the di- 
feafed urethra ; and even when the external opening has bear made as large 
as poflible it will often healfooncr than the bottom, and beoeme fiftulout 
at laft. • • ._)/!•. i ■ . 

It is very common for thefe difoafes to affoft the conftitotkm, fo as to 
bring on agueilh complaints. I have' fe«n feveral aflbdled with regular 
agues, where the bark has produced no efiedt ; but whenever the Obftru^on 
has been got the better of, or the flftulous orifrcc Opened and in a ftate of 
healing, thefe complaints have entirely gone off. 

To. 



Digitized by Google 




SUPPOSED CONSEQUENCES OF GONORRHOSA. 1 57 

To cure this difeale, it is heccffiuy firil to make the natural paflage as free 
as poHibie, that no ohftrudtion mayiarifc from that quarter,'' and fomctimcs 
this alone is fufhcient, for the urine finding a free pafiage forwards, is not 
forced into the orifice, and the parts lofe the fenfation of difeafe, or the 
neceffity of keeping open ; befides I apprehend that the bougie may bring on 
an i nflamma tion on the urethra at this part, and produce adhefions there • 
but if this eficdt is not produced early, the bougie will rather do harm if 
applied loo often, and too long at a time, as will be more fully explained. 
But this pradice of dilating the ftridlurc is not always fufficicnt ; it is often 
necefifary to perform fame operation on thoie fiflulx, when they alone beeomb 
the obflacle to the cure, which I fliall now dcfcribe. 



Vn. OF THE OPERATION FOR FISTULA IN PERIN^O. 

Whzn thu before-mentioned treatment is not fufiicient for the cure of 
thefe new paf&ges, a method fhould be followed fimilar to that ufed in the 
cure of a fiftula in other parts, by laying it frcdy open tathe hottoiti, and 
even naaking the orifice in the urethra a frefh fore if pofiible. This will be 
difficult in many fitoations'of the internal opening ; - and the mode df open- 
ing and other oircumftances attending the operation will vary according to 
the fituation. 

That as little of the found part of the inner furface of the urethra may be 
opened as poffible, and that the dlfeafed part may be folly expofed, it is 
necefiaty t6- be well directed to the inner orifice for which we have com- 
monly two guides, one is a ftaffi introduced into the urethra aS far as is 
dtought neoefifaiy, or as far as it will go, which will only be to the ftridfore, 
where the ftriiflure ftill’ cxifb, of it may pafs on to the bladder in cafes 
where the fhi< 51 ufe has been deftroved ; the othef guide is a probe pafied into 
the fiilulotts orifice. The probe fhould be firft bent, that it may more 
readily follow the turns of the fiftula, and Introduced as far as poffible ; if it 
could be made to meet the ftafif fo much the better, as then the operator could 
cut juft what is necefilary. If a ftraight probe could be made to pafs, then 
perhaps a diredlor might, if fo, it is the beft ihftniment for operating upon. 

S 8 If 



Digitized by Google 




158 SUPPOSED CONSEQUENCES OF GONORRJHCEA. 

If neither the probe nor the dire^r can be nude to pafs on to the ftalF, we 
muff open as far as they go, and begin fearching anew after the renuinder of 
the padage w’ith the fame inflrument, and purfue it till the whole hftulous 
canal is laid open. If there are any flnufes, they are to be laid open if pofli- 
ble; but it frequently happens 'that they cannot be followed by the knife, 
fome running along the penis where the ferotum is attached, others pafTing 
on towards the pubis round the penis, while others are about the membra- 
neous part of the itrethra. In fuch cafes I would not be delicate, I have 
leveral times introduced my finger into thele finufes, and have torn the parts 
fo as to produce a confidcrable inflammation, by which means they often 
fuppurate, granulate, and unite. 

If the fituation of the internal orifice is oppofite to the ferotum, it will be 
difficult to get to it, but I imagine we may ufe great freedom with the ex- 
ternal parts, whatever they are, for they are generally in a ftate of callofity, 
however this is to be done with judgment. 

In cafes where the difealc is before the membraneous part and the ftridhire 
is not removed, a ftaff cannot be made to pafs on to the inner orifice. In 
fuch the fiftulous opening muft be followed by introducing a probe or di- 
rector into it, and dilating upon the inflrument till the urethra beyond the 
llriCture is found ; and then a probe muft be palled on towards the glans, to 
meet the end of the ftaft at the ftridure ; fimilar to what is done in the 
operation where a folfe paflage has been made by the miimanagement of the 
bougie ; the ftridure muft then be deftroyed, and a bougie pafled, as was 
recommended in that operation. 

If either the ulceration, or the abfeefs, is formed in or near the proftate 
gland, then probably the ftriChire is near that part. In that cafe a ftaff muft 
be pafled as fkr as poffible, and a probe or diredlor introduced into the 
external orifice, and the operation is to be diredled accordingly. The dif- 
fismee of the operation in this cafe from the former will be, that we fhalt 
moft probably be obliged to get into the urethra on both fides of the ftriChire* 
therefore more of the canal muft be expofed. 

As this operation is the opening of all the fiftulous canals, and aUb 
the deftruCUon of the ftriChire, if there has been one, an inflrument now 
can in every cafe be pafled into the bladder. It will moft probably always 

be 
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be proper to introduce an inftrument into the bladder, and keep it there 
almoR conftantly, fo as to prefcrve the paflage of the urethra in a regular 
fonii, while the openings made are healing; and probably the catheter will 
be by much the beil inftrumcnt, becaufe it It is not ncceflary to be with- 
drawn whenever the neceflity to make water comes on, which a bougie muR, 
and it's introdudUon again is often not pradlicable, for it's end will be apt to 
get into the wounds. See. 

In fuch cafes as require a hollow canula to be left in the bladder for the 
purpofe of uking off the water, whether a catheter or hollow bougie, it is 
ablblutely neceRary it ihould be fixed there, or elfe it will in common come 
out by the aSUons of the part. To efied this it is necefiary to fix that end of 
the inftnunent out of the penis to Ibme part of the body that is the leaR 
moveable : what will anfwer extremely well is the common belt-part of the 
bag truls, with only two thigh-ibaps fixed behind and made to tic or buckle 
before ; and two or three very fmall rings or Ihort tapes fixed to thofe Rraps ; 
where th^ pals between the thigh and ferotum they Ihould not be at a 
great diftance from one another where they are fixed behind to the belt, for 
othetwdys they are much altered in tightnels by the motion of the thigh. ' 
If they have a flat Ipring in them lb much the better.* 

. The common bag trufs for the ferotum anfwers extremely well, firR by 
fixing two or three rings on each fide of it along the fide of the ferotum, 
and with a piece of fmall tape the ring of the canula can be faRened to any 
(xie of thole rings that is moR convenient for it's fituation. 

Whatever inRrument is uled for the purpole of keeping the paflage 
clear and open while the fores are healing, whether the fores are in confe- 
quence of this operation, or in conlequence of the caufes of the fiRulx, 
which I have deferibed, there is a limited time in many cales for it's con- 
tinuance ; for if continued beyond a certain period, it frequently adts con- 
trary to what was intended ; at firR it often afliRs the cure, but towards 
the laR it may obRrudf the healing of the fores by adfing at the bottom of 
the wound as an extraneous body. Therefore whenever the fores become 
Aationary I W'ould advife the withdrawing of the inRrument, and the intro- 
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during it only occalionally. The catheter will probably be ftill the beft 
inflrument for this purpofc, as it will pafs more readily, and draw off the 
water at the fame time ; however I have often ufed a bougie, and by great 
care have paffed it with fuccefs •, and probably it will be proper to ufc it 
every now and then, even when all is healed, to know if the paffage keeps 
well. 

The fore and the wound are to be at firll dreded down to the bottom 
as much as poflible, winch will prevent the reunion of the parts juft divided, 
and make the granulations flioot from the bottom £o as to confoUdate the 
whole by one bond of union. 

When the urethra has fuftered fo much that abfeeffes have formed beyond 
the ferotum, the patient ibould ever after take great care to avoid a fre/h 
gonorrhoea, for he feldotn in that cafo efoapes a return of the fame coni- 
^aints ; and indeed if he is not careful in many other refpeds he is liable 
to returns of the lame diftafo. If notwithftanding this pseoautioii he Ihould 
contract a gonorrhoea, every thing heating is to be earefolly avoided, p«rti-> 
cularly irritating injedlions. 

The following cafe diows that keeping extraneous bodies in. the urethra 
prevents wounds made into the canal foam healing. 

A man, aged twenty-fix, came into St. George's HofpiCBi, March 2, 
1783. He had laboured under a fiftula in perinKO for near two years, arifoig 
from a ftridhire attended with great pain and difficulty in making water. 
Four fiftulous orifices were to be obferved in the peiinaeum and forotum. 
'l^e foialleft bougie could not be made to pafs into the bladder after 
rqxatedt^ials. The cauftic was then applied but without fuccefs. 
..^Irhe^c^Kiration for the fiftula in perina» was performed, September 19. 
A catheter was firft introduced as far as it would go, as a diredfor, and all 
the'fiiitiftR were laid open to that catheter, which «cpofed near an inch in 
that inftrument ; then the catheter was in part withdrawn to ex- 
pofe that part of the urethra which was laid bare. The blood being.fponged 
off, the orifice in the ftrt£hire was next fearched for, and when found it was 
dilated. The catheter was now pufhed on to the bladder, although with 
fome difficulty, and the end of it was then faftened to a roller which went 
round tlie thighs } and the wound was diftended with lint. He took an 

anodyne 
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anodyne draught after the operation, and another at night. September 20, 
he had feme pain in the head from the opiates, his pulle was natural, and 
he had dept tolerable well. 

2 1 A. This day the catheter dipped out, and the fecond introdudtion of 
it gave confiderable pain. The anodyne was repeated. 

Odlober i . The catheter was Aill to be felt by introducing a probe into 
the wound. 

From this time to the 25th, nothing material happened, excepting a piece 
of lint of the fir A drefling coming away through the urethra. 

November 20. The wound having for fome time been Aationary, and 
Aiowlng no difpofition to heal, I conceived that the catheter was now adting 
as an extraneous body at the bottom of the wound, and therefore defired 
that it might be withdrawn, and pafied occafionallyj and no (boner was 
the wound free from it but it put on a healthy look j and by the loth of 
December no urine came tlirough the wound, but paffed tolerable well 
through the urethra ; and on the 12th the wound was quite healed, and his 
water came from him in a pretty full Arcam, and without pain, although 
we could never pafs either catheter or bougie afterwards, probably from 
the new and old paAages being irregular. 



T t CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OF SOME OTHER AFFECTIONS OF THE • 
URETHRA. 

fubAance of the urethra is mufcular, and it is therefore capable 
X of contrafting it’s canal, fimilar to an inteAinc, fo much fo as to 
Aiut it up entirely. This makes it fubJetA to difeales peculiar to mufcle ia 
general j which is indeed the only proof we have of it's being mufcular. 

I. OF THE SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS OF THE URETHRA. 

In a found Aate of parts thefe mufcles are never excited to violent adlions, 
afling Amply as fphinder mufcles ; but when irritated they arc capable of 
ading violently, as is beA ieen in fome cafes upon the firA ufe of injec- 
tions, the urethra often refuAng the injection entirely : this feems rather to 
be a falutary motion to hinder things from getting into the bladder ; but 
there are often fpafmodic contradions of thefe mufcular Abres in diAerent 
parts of the canal Aiutting up the paAage and obAruding the courfe of the 
urine, often not allowing a drop to pafs. That this alfo is owing to Ipafm 
upon the mufcular Abres is evident, becaufe a large bougie will fometimes 
pafs when it is at the worA. When the contradion is near the bladder 
it is called a Arangury, and is often produced in a found Aate of parts 
by irritating medicines, tlie power of which fall upon thefe parts, as can- 
tharides ; and when this part is in an irritable Aate the fpafm may be 
brought on by a vaA number of things, fuch as moA of the peppers, fer- 
mented liquors of all kinds, violent cxercifc, &c. 

The urethra in cafes of fpafmodic Aridure is more irritable than in the 
true Aridure, which irritation indeed is in a great mcafure the caufe of the 
Tpaftn, SpaAnodic Aridures often bear fo Arong a refcmblance to the 

■ cramp. 
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cramp, that one would be apt to attribute them to the fame caufe as that 
which produces cramp. In fuch cafes the fpafm alfo goes off by tickling 
the part, ilmilar to the removal of cramp. 

In all cafes of very irritable urethras, where fpafm very readily take 
place, the perfon fhould never long retain his urine when he has an incli- 
nation to make it ; fori have feen cafes where this alone has brought on 
the fpafm ; and indeed thefe parts when in perfcdl health will be thrown 
into a fpafmodic affection if the urine is too long confined in the bladder ; 
while at the fame time a certain fiilnefs of the bladder, or a fmall degree 
of retention of the urine will make the bladder contradt with more force ; 
and the urethra will for the fame reafon relax more freely ; therefore in cafes 
where there is a tendency to ftrangury there is feldom any harm in waiting 
a little after the inclination comes on. 

I may be allowed here to caution furgeons who have not had opportunities 
of feeing many of thefe cafes, when they meet with permanent ftridhircs 
which are becoming troublefomc, attended with frequency in making water, 
and a difficulty in pafling it often threatening ftrangury, not to advife, or 
rather not to allow, their patients to take long journeys cither on horfeback 
or in carriages, more cfpecially in the winter when the \veather is cold ; 
for I have known many patients labouring under fuch complaints taken ill 
in the middle of a journey and obliged to ftop for days upon the road, 
and who have continued in mifery the remainder of the journey ; and after 
having arrived at the place of their deftination, have been laid up for months, 
and have fuffered from moft of the before-mentioned complaints. 



II. OF THE CURE OF THE SPASMODIC AFFECTION OF 

THE URETHRA. 

It may not be improper to premife, that in difeafes of the a£Hons only 
of the urethra and bladder, whether fpafinodic, and proceeding from too 
great irritability, or paralytic, although two oppofite difeafes ; irritations on 
other parts have often wonderful eftefts on both, equally diminilhing the 
adtion in the one, and incrcafing it in the other. The proof of this will 

appear 
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appear in treating of the irritable and paralytic urethra and bladder j for in 
either part, and in either cafe, we find blifters applied to the lower part of 
the finall of the back or the pcrinanim, as alfo many other applications to 
this part, often producing great efiofts.* 

As Ipafin fimply is not an alteration of ftruflure, but is only a dileafcd 
or preternatural action arifing from fome irritation, it may be made to ceafe 
inftantaneoufly. In whatever part of the urethra the fpafm is, if time will 
allow, it is proper to try internal medicines, and alfo external applications, 
to remove it. The internal medicines that may be faid to a£t immediately 
are opiates and turpentines,^ given cither by the mouth or the anus j but 
they are more immediate in their effects in the form of clyftcr, cfpccially the 
opium. It is very poflible that camphire might be of ufe in ftranguries 
arifing from fpafm, as well as in thofe produced by cantharides. Bark is 
often had recourfe to in Ipafinodic affedlions, in which it is thought to be 
of fervicc j but in fuch affwflions of the urethra I think I have feen it 
frequently do harm. 

The external applications are the fleam of warm water with fpirits, the 
pediluvium, the warm bath, bladders of warm water applied to the peri- 
nxum, and fimilar applications. The crumb part of a new baked loaf, 
warm from the oven, applied to the perinaeum, has been found to give 
eafe. 

I have known a blifter applied to the loins in a great meafure remove 
the fpafm from the urethra j and the fame put upon the perina;um is fully 
as effectual. But in moll cafes thefe methods are too tedious j therefore 
when the cafe has been of fome Handing before alliflancc has been called 

■ That the parts concemetl in the expuinon of the urine (as the bhuldcr and urethra) fympss- 
thife flrongty with the fkin of the pcrinxum, I believe is commonly fuppofed, from applications 
being often made to that part in cafes of ftoppages of urine. This f}'mpathy not only takes 
place in the dircafed a&ions of thofe parts, fb as to bring about a rutural action, but often 
becomes a llimulus to natural aAions where there is no difeafe. 

A gentleman who had no compbint in thefe parts, had a fmall fiflula at the fide of the reAum, 
for which he often had occalion to fit over the fleam of warm water and vinegar; and this 
application to the pcrinxum never failed of making him make water. 

* Dr. Home, in his cxpcriisents on this medicine, found that large dofes brought, on the 
firangury in women. 

for 
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for, and requires immediate relief, recourfe fhould be had to the catheter 
or bougie immediately. 

If the contradtion is near the bladder, the catheter will anfwer beft j but 
in moft cafes the bougie will be fufficient, and is a much fafer inftrument ; 
for in many hands the catheter is a very dangerous one, requiring a dexte- 
rity only to be got by a thorough knowledge of the courfe of the canal, 
and a habit of pafling it. The bougie has likewifc this advantage, that 
in many cafes where the part fpafmodicaHy aflfedted will not allow it to 
pafs, it may be allowed to lie dole to the ftriSure ; for it is not always 
neceflary for the bougie to pafs through the conftridled part ; as I have feen 
where a bougie has only pafled a little way into the urethra, and by letting 
it flay there till fhe defire of making water has come on, the water, on 
withdrawing the bougie, has followed very freely. In fuch cafes, even when 
the bougie palTes into die bladder, it is neceflary to let k flay in the paflage 
till the inclination to make water comes on, and then to withdraw it j if 
the water docs not follow on the firft attempt, it will be proper to make 
another, or if only part follows the bougie, it will be neceflary to introduce 
it again. This circumftance of the water following the bougie with more 
certainty if it is allowed to flay till the inclination comes on, is a proof 
that the difpofition in the bladder for contradting, removes in Ibmc degree 
the difpofition for contradUon in the urethra. 

Some attention is neceflary with rcfpedl to the pafling of the bougie in 
thefe cafes, for the urethra being more irritable thari common, it often refills 
the bougie before it reaches the true fpafinodic part ; when this is the cafe 
force is not to be ufed, but we fhould rather wait a little with patience, 
and then make another attempt to pufh it on. Dipping the end of the 
penis in very cold water often removes the fpafm, and the water floivs 
immediately and freely. 

In moft cafes there is an uncaly fenfation at the end of the penis, which 
leads the patient to rub thofc parts, and fometimes, though rarely, during 
the fridlion, the water will pafs. Gently irritating injedtions only thrown 
in a little way, often give eafe. They adl I fuppofc fomewhat like the 
bougie that does not pafs, by irritating one part of the urethra the other 
relaxes. They adt in fome cafes as a preventive. 

U u III. OF 
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III. OF THE PARALYSIS OF THE URETHRA. 

In oppofirion to the foregoing difeafe, there is the want of power of con- 
travTlion of the urethra j but this is not fo frequent a cafe as the former. 
This difealc is attended with fymptoms contrary to thofe of the foregoing; 
the bladder is hardly allowed to be filled fo as to give the ftimulus of reple- 
tion ; but the water dribbles away infcnfibly as faft as fccrcted by the 
kidneys ; or if the bladder is filled fo as to receive the ftimulus for expulfion, 
then it immediately takes place, and the water Hows, if the perfon does not 
ad with the mufeuli accclcratores ; but fometimes in fuch cafes the power 
of contradion of thefe mufcles is loft, and then the water will flow, whe- 
ther the perfon will or not, there being little or no power of retention. 
There is great diftcrcnce in the degrees of violence of this difeafe. 

IV. CURE OF THE PARALYSIS OF THE URETHRA. 

It is to be cured by ftimulants, as a blifter to the loins, or a blifter to 
the perinxum. Putting the feet into cold water may be ufcful. Cantha- 
ridcs taken internally, fifteen or twenty drops once or twice a day, accord- 
ing to their effeds, arc of fingular fervice in fome cafes. 

A man came to St. George’s Hofpital with this complaint. I ordered 
him the before-mentioned medicine, and it had fuch an effed as to bring 
on the contrary difeafe, or a fpafmodic affedion of the urethra, fo that he 
could not make water when he had the inclination ; but an injedion of 
opium removed this complaint, and he was then well. In this cafe a few 
drops Icfs, probably would have effeded a cure without any inconvenience. 

Spices, and ftccl medicines arc of fervice ; and from what was faid before 
of the bark I ftiould fuppofe it a good medicine. Eledricity may alfo be 
tried. Wafloing the parts with cold water may probably be of fervice. 

V. OF 
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V.‘ OF CARUNCLES OR EXCRESCENCES IN THE 
URETHRA. 

Strictures are not fuppofcd to be the only caufcs of obftrufUon to 
the paflage of urine in this canal; excrefcences or caruncles are like- 
wife mentioned by authors as happening frequently. From the familiarity 
with which they talk of them, and the few inftances in which they really 
occur, one would fufpefl that this caufe of obftrudtion was originally founded 
in opinion, and not obfervation, and afterwards handed down as matter of 
fadt. If caruncles had been at firft defcribed from adtual examination of 
cafes, the language would have accorded with the appearances, and they 
would have been confidered as feldom the caufes of obftrudtion compared 
wth ftridtures. However they do fometimes happen, although but rarely. I 
have in all my examinations of dead bodies feen only two, and thefe were in 
very old ftridtures, where the urethra had fuftered confiderably. They were 
bodies riling from the furface of the urethra like granulations, or what 
would be called polypi in other parts of the body. It is poflible they may 
be a fpecies of internal wart, for I have feen warts extend feme way into the 
beginning of the urethra, having very much the appearance of granulations. 
Molt probably it will not be poftible in the living body to diftinguilh carun- 
cles, excrefccnces, or rifings in the urethra, from a ftridture ; for I cannot 
conceive that they can produce any new fymptoms, or peculiar feel to the 
examiner. 



VI. OF THE CURE OF THE EXCRESCENCE OR CARUNCLE. 

I ihould very much fufpedl that this difcafe is not to be cured by the 
bougie ; at leaft dilatation in fuch cafes is not to be attempted, as there is no 
contradtion. If therefore the bougie is of any ufe, it mull be in making the 
carnofity ulcerate from it’s prelTure, which probably may be done by a large 
bougie preffing upon it with conlidcrable force. But if this Ihould not have 
. the 
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the dcfired cffoS, I Hiould certainly recommend or ufc the cauftic, if the part* 
were fo lituated as to admit of the application ; and from fuch pradlice I fliould 
not doubt of a cure. But the difficulty lies in diftingaiffiing the difeafe from 
a true ftridhirc ; for although authors talk of caruncles as common, and give 
us tire method of treatment, yet they have not told us how we are to diftin- 
guilh them from ftridhires. 

I have never met with a caruncle in women. 






CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



OF THE SWELLED PROSTATE GLAND. 

A nother difeafe of the parts furrounding the urethra which is often 
very formidable, is a fwelling of the proflate gland j it is of more 
ierious confequence than any of the former caufcs of obfboiAion, bccaule we 
have fewer methods of cure, for we cannot deftroy it as we can the llridhire, 
nor can nature relieve herfclf by forming new palTages ; wc have however 
often the means of temporary relief in our power, which is not the cafe in 
the ftriQure, for moll commonly wc can draw off the water by the catheter. 

The fwelling of the proftate gland is moll common in the decline of life, 
feldom happening to young men. The ufe of this gland is not fufficiently 
known to enable us to judge of the bad confequcnces that attend it’s difeafed 
Hate abflradcd from fwelling. It’s lituation is fuch, that the bad confe- 
quenccs of it's being fwelled mull be evident, as it may be f.iid to make a 
part of the canal of the urethra, and therefore when fo difeafed as to alter 
it’s lhape and fize, it mull affedl that canal. When it fwells it docs not 
kil'en the furfacc of the urethra at the part limilar to a flridlure j on the 
contrary it rather incrcafes it ; but the lides of the canal are comprelled 
together, producing an obllrudlion to the paffage of the urine, from which an 
irritation takes place in the bladder that brings on all the lymptoms in that 
vifeus that ufually arife from a llridlure or ftone. From the lituation of the 
gland which is principally on the two fides of the canal, and but little if at 
all on the fore part, as alfo very little on the pollerior fide, when it fwells 
it can only be laterally, whereby it preffes the two fides of the canal together, 
and at the fame time llretches it from the anterior edge or fide to the polle- 
rior, lb that the canal inllead of being round, is flattened into a narrow 
groove. Sometimes the gland fwells more on one fide than the other, which 
makes an obliquity in the canal palling through it. 

X X Befides 
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Bcfides tills cftcd of the lateral parts fvvclling, a finall portion of it 
which lies behind the very beginning of the urethra fwells forwards like a 
point as it were into the bladder, adting like a valve to the mouth of the 
urethra, which can be feen even when the fwelling is not confiderable, by 
looking upon the mouth of the urethra from the cavity of the bladder in a 
dead body. It fometimes increales fo much as to form a tumor,* projedUng 
into the bladder fome inches. This projedtion turns or bends the urethra 
fonvards, becoming an obftrudlion to the pallage of a catheter, bougie, or 
any flich inftrumenf; and it often raifes the found over a hnall Hone in the 
bladder, fo as to prevent it's being felt. The catheter Hiould for this jiart be 
more curved than is neceflary for the other parts of the urethra. In fuch 
calcs I have frequently pafled firft a hollow elaftic catheter till it came to 
this pioint, and if it chanced to go over it is very well; but if it does not, a 
ftillet or brafs wire properly curved to go over the proftate gland is to be 
pafled down. The advantages of this method are, that if the hollow catheter 
pafles, no more is neceflary, and if it docs not, the curved wire will pafs 
along the hollow bougie much eafier both to the furgeon and patient than it 
would have done if it had been introduced at firft with the hollow bougie 
over it ; for it would be forcing by it’s end to adapt the urethra to the curve, 
whereas when introduced afterwards the ftillet is only acting on tlic iniide of 
the hollow bougie, which the patient hardly feels. 

A gentleman had been often founded for a ftone and yet no ftone could 
be found ; but it afterwards appeared that there was a ftone together with . 
the fwelling of tlie proftatc gland, which had been the caufc of his death. 

John Doby, a poor penfioncr in the charter-houfc, had been fcveral years 
afflitled with the ftone in the bladder, and was relieved from all the fymp- 
toms by an enlargement of this part of the proftatc gland, preventing the 
ftoncs from falling down upon the neck of the bladder and irritating thele 
parts. A twelvemonth after the fymptoms of the ftone had gone off he %.’as 
attacked with a ftrangury, to relieve which, many ineffedhial attempts were 
made both with the bougie and catheter, but it foon proved fatal. 



* Vitic plates V and VII,- 
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Upon examination of the' parts in the dead body, the proftate gland was 
found enlarged to a fize fix times greater than what it is in common, and the 
urethra palling through it was a flit about an inch and half in length, the 
two fides of which were dole together, the upper end towards the pubes and 
the lower towards the redhim. This flit was formed by the fides of the 
proflate gland only fwelling, and the right fide was the moft enlarged, 
having it’s furface next the urethra rounded or convex, and the left fide was 
exadly fitted to it, having it’s furface hollowed in the fame proportion. The 
fmall projedking point of the gland was fo much enlarged, as to come for- 
wards into the cavity of the bladder and fill up entirely the paflage at the 
neck of it. The bladder itfelf was very much enlarged and thickened in it’s 
coats, and contained -above twenty Hones, moll of them lying behind the 
projedling procefs of the proftate gland, and the reft lodged in finall lacs, 
made by the internal membrane being pulhed Ibme little way between die 
fafciculi of mufcular fibres. 

The proftate gland when fwellcd, generally becomes confidcrably firmer 
in it’s confiftcnce. The eftofts of thefe fwellings are very confiderablc, for 
they fquoeze the fides of the urethra dole together, and the projedling point 
hinders in fome degree the urine from entermg the paflage, and in many cafes 
Hops it entirely. Further, the increafed firmnefs of the fubftance of the 
gland hinders it from yielding to the force of the urine, fo that little or none 
can pafs. It will be unnccelTary to relate the particular fymptoms which 
this difeafe occafions ; they are fuch as arife from any ftoppage of urine, 
{xoducihg an irritable bladder. 

When a' difficulty in making water takes place, a bougie is the inftrument 
tlie furgeon will naturally have recourfe to, and if he finds the palTage clear, 
which he often will, in fuch cafes he may very probably fufpedl a ftone. If 
fcarch is made and no ftone felt, he fliould naturally fufpe^ the proftate 
gland, efpecially if the found or inftrument he fearched with, meets with a 
full flop, or palTes with fome difficulty juft at the neck of die bladder. He 
fhould examine the gland. This can only be done by introducing the finger 
into the anus, firft oiling it well, placing the fore part of the finger towards 
the pubis ; and if the parts as far as the end of the finger can reach are 
hard, making an eminence backwards into the redum, fo that the finger is 
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obliged to be moved from fide to fide, to feel the whole extent of fiich a 
fwclliiig, and it allb appears to go beyond the reach of the finger, we may 
' be certain the gland is confiderably fwclled, and is the principal caufe of 
thofe fymptoms. 

In thofe cafes where only the fides of the gland are principally fwelled, 
dther a catheter or bougie can be eafily pafled, but the projedting point often 
prevents this relief. It is 'mth great difficulty that a catheter or bougie can 
be got to pafs over it when of a confiderable fize, as it gives too quick a 
turn to the paflage. It is ncceflary in thefc cafes to be very careful, efpe- 
cially with the catheter ; die flexible is the befl ; but even that inftrument 
will often flick againfl this procefs, and by puflting it on, the point will be 
rather bent backwards than forwards, fo that it cannot pafs. 

I have known cafes where the common catheter has been pulhed through 
this projedling part into the bladder, and the water then drawn off j but in 
one patient the bleeding from the wound pafled into the bladder and increafed 
the quantity of matter in it, the ufc of the catheter was attempted a fecond 
time, but not fucceeding I was lent for. I pafled the catheter tUl it came to 
the flop, and then fufpedling what was the cafe, that this part of the proflate 
projedbed forwards, I introduced my finger into the anus, and found that 
gland very much enlarged. By depreffing the handle of the catheter which 
of courfc railed the point, it pafled over the projedlion, but unfortunately the 
blood had coagulated in the bladder, which filled up the holes in the catheter 
lb that I was obliged to withdraw it, and clear it repeatedly. This I pradlifed 
feveral days, but fufpedling that the coagulum mull in the end kill, I pro> 
pofed cutting him as if for the flone ; but he died before it could be conve- 
niently done, and the difle&ion after death explained the cafe to be what I 
have now deferibed. 

In fome of thofe cafes where this part of the gland fwells into the bladder 
in form of a tumor, the catheter has been known not to bring off the water 
at times when it appeared to have pafled ; and upon the death of the patient 
when the parts were examined, it was imagined that the catheter had made 
it's way into the tiunor fo has to have been buried in it at thofe times. 

From the knowledge of the above fadls, and from the mode of r-coundng 
&r the fymptoms, whenever I find the urine does not flow immediately upon 
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introducing the catheter into the bladder, I have puihed it on and depreded 
the handle fb as to reach the fundus of the bladder with the end of the 
catheter, and have always fucceeded. 

For the more ready introduftion of the inftrument, a catheter made flexible 
at the point only for about an inch, is perhaps beft, as it is more under the 
command of the hand than when wholly flexible. 

If the bougie be ufod, it Ihould be firfl warmed and then very much bent 
at the point, and allowed to cool in this pofition, and paiTed quickly with the 
concave fide upwards, before it lolcs the bend in it’s paflage. But the bougie 
does not anfwer fo well as the catheter, becaufe upon withdrawing the bougie 
the iides of the ^and foon dole again. I have known where the water has 
pafled by the fide of the bougie with more freedom than when it was pulled 
out, becaufe the bougie gave a flraightnefs to this part of the canal which it 
had not when the bougie was withdrawn. The following cafe is a Arong 
inftance of the inconveniences arifing from fuch a difoafe of the proflate 
gland. 

< A gentleman was attacked with a fappreflion of urine j a cadieter could 
not be pafled, but a bougie pafled very readily and relieved him. He con- 
tinued well for five years ; but the lame complaint returned, the bougie 
could not be pafled, and the difeafe was fiippofed to be a llrifhire. A 
catheter however pafled, although with a good deal of difficulty ; and the 
bougie, though often tried, could not be pafled, excepting once, juA after 
nfing the catheter. 1 was fent for, and tried the bougie with as little fuccefs, 
and was obliged to have recouifc to the catheter. I pafi[cd it with great 
eafe, and the water was drawn off. 'Hie iatc Mr. Tomkyns, who had 
Daran’s bougie, was fent for ; but be was not more fnccelsful, and was 
obliged to have recourfe to the catheter ; but fuefa violence was uied as 
to caufc a good deal of blood to come from the urethra, and after all 
it was not pafled. I was Ant for again, and pafled the catheter, but with 
much more difficulty than before, which made me believe that the paflage 
had been a good deal torn. Upon taking out the catheter I pafled a large 
bougie into the bladder with great eafe ; this I allowed to remain for three 
days, and he made water tolerably Aeely by the fide of it. The moment I 
drew out the bougie 1 attempted to pafs another, but did not fucceed aldiough 
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I gave it the natural bend of the pafTage. Upon withdrawing thofc bougies 
that did not pafs, I obferved that all of them had a bend at the point, con- 
trary to the direftion of the paflage ; this made me fufpedf that the place 
which Hopped the bougie was on the poftcrior furface, and that by pufliing 
it on, it bent forwards into the palTage, and of courfe the point turned 
back. I therefore took a thick bougie ; and before I introduced it I bent 
the point almoH double, as mentioned before, fo that it could not catch 
at the pofterior furface of the urethra, where I fuppofed the flop to be ; this 
point of the bougie rubbed all along the anterior and upper furface of the 
urethra, by which means it avoided catching on the poHerior furface, and 
it paded with great eafe into the bladder. He made water by the fide of 
the bougie, as before. He had been for feme time troubled with fits of an 
intermittent, which at firft were very irregular, bat became afterwards more 
regular. In one of the cold fits, the bougie being in the urethra, gave him 
at that time great pain, and obliged him at iaft to pull it out, on which he 
had immediate cafe. The fenfation was as if it Hretched the paflage too 
much, and in pulling it out it feemed to come with ditficulty. This looks 
as if there was a contradlion of the urethra, as well as of the vcffels of the 
fkin, in the cold fit, fo that this difpofition runs deep. -By giving the 
bougie this bend he was able for the future to pafs them with great cafe. 
1 may jufl obferve, that by introducing the finger into the anus the proflate 
gland was found much enlarged. 

Many patients while labouring under any of the before-mentioned difeafes 
of the urethra, and fometimes even after they have been cured of them, find 
great pain in throwing forwards the femen ; they exprefs thcmfclves as if it 
fcalded. This arifes from the very irritable Hate the mufolcs of thb part 
are in, giving great pain by their own a£Uon.- 



I. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE SWELLED PROSTATE 

GLAND. 

T u E methods pradtifed in the above cafes afforded only temporary relief ; 
yet fuch muH be had rccourfo to in order to prevent the confcquences of 
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retaining the urine too long. As a temporary relief from pain, as allb to 
remove fpafm, opiate clyfters fliould be thrown up once or twice a day. A 
certain cure I am afraid is not yet known. 

I have Icen hemlock of fervice in fcvcral cafes, which was given upon a 
fuppofition that thofe cafes had fomcthmg fcrofulous in them, 

I have recommended fea bathing, and have feen confiderable advantages 
from it, and In two cafes, a cure of feme {landing. It is upon the fame 
principle of the fcrofulous nature of the complaint that I fufpedt hemlock 
has done good. 

In one cafe in which I was was confulted, the furgeon had found the 
burnt fponge reduce the fwelling of the gland very confiderably : this medi- 
cine is alfb ufed upon the fame principle. I fhould be inclined to try the 
mezereon in fuch cafes." 

This difeafe, like tlie ftricfhire, produces complaints in the bladder ; but 
in this the bladder is generally more irritable, perhaps from the caufe being 
nearer to that vifeos. 

Difeafes of the vcficul* feminalcs are very familiarly talked of, but I 
never faw one. In cafes of very confiderable induration of the proftate 
gland and bladder, where the furrounding parts have become very much 
afredted, I have fcen thefe bags alfo involved in the general difeafe ; but I 
never faw a cafe where it appeared that they were primarily affedted. 

* In a cafe of a rwellcJ proftatc gland, with fympcomi of an irritable tUadJrr, in a younj^ 
gentleman about twenty years of age, Mr. Earle tried a blifter to the perinxum ; but not finding 
the dcfircd cfFefl, .and conceiving a greater irritation and difeharge to be neccllary, he pafled a 
feton in the direction of the perinaeum. The orifices were about two inches diflant from each 
other. The fymptoms of irritability in the bladder began to abate, and in time went entirely oflfi 
Upon examination of the profiate gland, from time to time, it was found to decrcafe gradually 
till it was nearly of the natural file. The feton was continued fome months, and u|ian with- 
drawing it the fymptoms began to revive again. It was advifed to introduce it again, which 
was accordingly done, but without the former good efFefis. 



CHAPTER 
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C H A P T E R IX. 

OF THE DISEASES OF THE BLADDER, PARTI- 
CULARLY FROM THE BEFORE-MENTIONED 
OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE URINE. 

1 

A L L the dileaics of the urethra, as alio the difbda of thole parts 
belonging to this canal, which are capable of afioSking it, fuch as 
the prodate gland, I have now treated of ; and fhall next conhder the efRrfta 
of them upon the bladder ; a\ alfo the difeafes of that vifeus, independent 
of aflcAions of the urethra. 

The difeafe of the bladder arlfing from obftruAion alone, is increafed 
irritability, and it’s con/^uences, by which the bladder admits of little 
didention, becomes quick in it’s adion, and thick and drong in it’s coats. 
But prior to the defeription of the ededs of the diletfes of the urethra on 
the bladder, it will be necedary for the better underdanding of the whole to 
make Ibme remarks upon tho& difeafes of the two parts, in which we find 
that each adeds the other ; and thcle I fhall confider without having any 
r^ard to the caule, but only the general ededs when difbifed. It may be 
oblerved, that every organ in an animal body is made up of diderent parts, 
whofc fundions or adions arc totally diderent from each other, although all 
tend to produce one ultimate eded. In mod. If not in all, when perfed 
there is a fuccedion of motions, one naturally ariiing out of the other, which 
in the end produces the ultimate eded ; and an irregularity alone in thefc 
adions will conditute difeafe, at lead produce very difagreeable ededs, and 
often totally frudrate the final intention of the organs. 

I may be allow'ed alfo to premife, that the natural width of the urethra 
gives fuch a refidance to the force or power of the bladder in expelling the 
urine, as is eafily overcome by the natural adion of the bladder ; but when 
the canal is lefTencd, cither by dridurc, fpafm, fwclled prodate gland, or 
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any other means, this proportion is loft, by which means the bladder finds 
greater difticuity than natural,, and is of courfe thrown into an increaf^ 
a^on to overcome the refiftance, which becomes a caufe of the irritability 
and incrcafcd ftrength of this vifeus in fuch difeafes. 

Jt is to be underftood, that in a found ftate of thefe two parts, the bladder 
and urethra, the contradion of the one produces a relaxation of the other, 
and vice verfa ; fb that their natural adtions arc alternate, and they may be 
confidcred as antagonift mufclcs to one another. Thus when the ftimulus 
of cxpulhon of the urine takes place in the bladder, which immediately 
produces contradUons in it, the urethra relaxes, by which means the urine 
is cxpdled from the bladder and allowed to pafs through the urethra ; and 
when the adUon ceafes in the bladder, the urethra contradfs again like a 
fphin^r mufcle,’ for the purpofe of retaining the urine which flows into 
the bladder from the kidneys till it gives the ftimulus for expuliion again. 

But in many difeafes of thefe two parts this neceftary alternate adtion is 
not regularly kept up, the one not obeying the fummons of the other. This 
irregularity arifes perhaps oftner from difatfe in the urethra, than in the 
bladder } for the adfion of the urethra depiends upon the adbions of.the blad- 
der ; and if it is not difpofed to obey the notices of the bladder, then there 
muft be an irregularity as to time, which produces very troublcfome fymp- 
toms. . ' ■ 

We find in many difeafes of the urethra, fiich as ftridhires and fpafins, as 
alfb in difeafes of certain parts belonging to this canal, fuch as the proftate, 
and Cowper’s glands, that there is a greater difpofition in this canal fbr 
contradfion, than common, fo that when the bladder has b^un to adl, the 
water is not allowed to flow, the urethra not immediately relaxing ; and the 
moment fuch a fymptom takes place, every other power takes the alarm, 
and is brought in to aflift the bladder, fuch as ftraining violently with the 

* It m>y be remarked, that many (phin3tr mufclcs have two caufes of a^lton ; one which may 
be called involuntary, depending on the natural ufes and adlions of the parts ; the other is volun- 
tary, where a greater degree of a^ion can be produced by the command of the will : and when a 
difeafed adtion takes place, it is probably of this voluntary adtion, for it is an increafed adtion over 
the natural, which the voluntary is. 
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abdominal mufcles, and mufclcs of refpiration, from all which there is vio- 
lent pain in the parts immediately concerned, efpecially in the glans penis. 

This difeafe has difierent degrees of violence. When flight, the diftance 
in time between the contradlion of the bladder, and the relaxation of the 
urethra is but flrort, only giving a momentarj' pain and ftraining, and the 
urethra relaxes, and the water flows according to the dilatation of the ure- 
thra, which in many of thefe cafes is but very finall. In othcis the 
diftance of time is very long, many ftraining for a conliderable time before 
a drop will come ; and what docs come is often only in drops ; and fome- 
times before the whole urine can be expelled in this way, the fpafm of the 
urethra comes on again, and there is a full ftop which gives excruciating 
pain for a while ; but at laft the bladder is as it were tired, and ceales to 
aift. But as the urine in fuch cafes is icldom all difeharged, and often but 
a very little of it, die lymptoms foon recur ; and in this way, with a call to 
make water perhaps every hour out of the four and twenty, the patient drags 
on a milcrablc life. 1 ' . ' , • 

, The bladder, in all cafos of obftru^on, whether conftant, as in the per- 
manent ftridhire, or fwelled proftate gland, or only temporary, as in. the 
fpafmodic ftridurc, is generally kept diftended, but much more fo in the 
permanent ftridurc ; and when the irritation of folnefs comes on, which is 
very frequent, the contradlion of that vifeus becomes violent, in proportion 
to the refiftance : the lympathetic contradlion of the mufcles of the abdomen 
takes place, and is alfo violent, yet the water at fuch times (hall only 
dribble, and be difeharged in fmall quantity ; and in the fpafmodic ftridture 
often not a drop (hall pafs, fo that the bladder is never entirely empty j and 
what docs pal's is no more than what is fufficient to take off the irritation 
of ftilncl's i by which means thefe adlions become more frequent, and con- 
Icquently there is alinoft always a conftant oozing of urine from the penis 
iKtwccn tlie times of making water. This however is not always the calc, 
for the bladder fometimes is fo irritable as not to ceale aifting till it has 
evacuated the whole water ; and even then it is not at ealc, but ftill 
drains though there is nothing to throw out, the adlion of the bladder 
becoming a caufc of it’s own continuance. 

In 
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In all fuch' aflledions of the bladder there is a fenlation of pain and itching 
combined in the glans penis. 

If the fymptoms are more urgent than a ftridture or diieafe of tlie proftate 
gland will well account for, a Hone is to be fufpet^ted. 

’1 

I. OF THE TREATMENT WHERE THE ACTIONS OF THE 
URETHRA AND BLADDER DO NOT EXACTLY ALTER- 
. NATE. . .... 

) ,fl . . • 

' -The cure where the difea& ariies from fpafm alone, confiih in removing 
the difpolitioa to over-adtion in the urethra, and the irritable dii^xtlition of 
the bladder when the urethra does not obey it. Perhaps opiate clyflers as i 
temporary relief, are the very beft ; I have known a blifter to the loins, or 
to the pcrinxum remove the fpafm in a great meafurc from the urethra. 

! When the circumftance of the ultimate adlions of thefe parts not being 
regular arifes from flriAure, fwelled proftate gland, or any mechanical ob- 
ArudUon to the urine, then that caufe muft be removed, as has been fully 
deferibed in the treatment of thefe difeafes. . , 

r.' -r ; ( 

■ ■ i ‘ : f; • 

n. OF THE PARALYSIS OF THE BLADDER FROM OB- 
6TRUCTION TO THE PASSAGE OF THE URINE., 

' We mayiobferve that the bladder is a part eafily deprived of it’s power of 
contradlion, for we find in many debilitating difeafes and long illncflcs from 
any caufe, as fever, gout, and conflderable local difeafes which debilitate, 
that the bladder often becomes paralytic, and the water muft be drawn off. 
We may alfb obferve when the bladder has been diflended confiderably from 
whatever caufe, fo as to have it's codttaiAile power deflroycd, that there is a 
confiderablc extravafation of blood from the inner furfree of the bladder, fb 
that the Water which is evacuated is often extremely bloody. I have feea in 
cafes where the patient has died with this obflru^on upon him, that the 
inner membrane of the bladder has been almoft black, being loaded with 
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cxtravafatcd blood, but this fymptom of bloody urine goes off ; as the bladder 
acquires again it’s powers of adtion. 

In the difcalcs of the urethra, befoit-defcribed, when not properly at- 
tended to, or in time, and in cafes of ftridhire where nature has not been able 
to relieve licrfelf, the water muft of courfe be retained in the bladder, which 
is perhaps always produdtive of another difeafe, that is, the lofs of thcjwver 
of contraGion of tliat v'ifcus. Although this one effeft, the retention of urine, 
arila from very difierent caufes, as before -related, yet immediate relief muff 
be given in all of them, which can only be effedted by the evacuation of the 
water. According to the nature of the obftrudlion, the mode of evacuation 
will be different, and will be of two kinds, one by the natural paf&ge by 
means of an hollow tube, the other by an artificial c^xning nnade into the 

bladder. • . . - .. — . 

If the caufes of fuppreifion are either fpafmodic affedUons of the uredira, a 
fwelled proftate gland, inffammation in the furrounding parts of the urethra, 
or tumors prefling upon it, as happens in pregnant women, immediate rdief 
may be procured by means of a catheter, becaule under fuch circiunftanccs a 
catheter will mofl probably pafs, the fidcs of the canal being 'merely forced 
together by fpafm, or external prefiure. > 

A bougie, although it will alfo pafs under fuch circumflances will not 
anfwer fb well, becaufc a bougie muff be withdrawn before the water can 
flow, which will allow the caufe of the obftrudlion to have again it’s full 
force ; and if the Ipafm fhould not now exill,iyet the bougie' will neft Anfwer, 
unlefs there be a j>ower of adlion in the bladder ; for it is with difficulty the 
urine can be made to pafs through the urethra, by prefling the abdomen 
only. • ' ^ 

When the catheter is pafled, it will be ncceffary to make the patient ftrain 
with his abdominal mufclcs, as alfb with his mufcles of refpifation, to 
fqueeze out the water, the bladder having no |x>werof contradlion, and even 
this will not be fufficient, for it will be neceflary to prefs on the region of 
the pubis with the hand to make the water flow. 

In cafes where there is a conliderable degree of debility in the bladder, or 
in thofe cafes where there is a conliderable ftrangury and of long (landing, 
and where a finall quantity of urine in the bladder gives the ftimulus of 

fulnefs 
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/«Jbe& .10 th»t vif«j6j which « always Attended with coftfidtxabk urgency to 
make water j and where only very fmall quantities sye evacuated the blad- 
ider not being emptied at each time of making it, and when a catheter eitlter 
rigid or iBexible can with ceadinefa he pajQcd,. the qucAion is, what is the bcA 
May upon the whole toevacuatc the water ? There are three way« in which it 
«an be done, .one, by allowing the parts to do their own bufinefs as much as 
.they can, and tl»s at Arft fight might be fuppofed to be the very beft, but 
it is in fome cafes very worft, for the frequency of the inclination to 
make water, arifiog from the water not being wholly evacuated each time, 
the evacuation not readily taking place, increafes the effort and for a few 
minutes produces excruciating pain* keeping up a cpnfiderable and aJmoA 
-conftartt irritation in ail thofe parts* which few can b«ir. Another method 
is* to.draw off the water each dme with a catheter* but this In many cafes i> 
next to impraidticablej for fuppoOng the (^ration to be performed only 
twice or three times in the day, we feiall fend that this is oftener than what 
fhould be done. The third method is, to leave the catheter sjmofl con- 
dlantly in the bladder. 

Which of thefe three methods gives on the whde die IcaA irritation muR 
depend upon circumflances attending different cafes. Where the frequency 
and the urgency is great, and the flowing of the water difficult, cither the 
fecond or the third is to be purfued ; and when the fymptoms arc fuch that 
a catheter mufl he paffiod very often, I believe it had better be left in, only 
.taking it out occafionally : I think this is fupported by obfervation and ex- 
pwricnce. 

It fometimes happens in cafes of fwellcd proftate gland, that the catheter 
cannot be paffed without the utmoft difliculty, and when this has been the 
cafe I have left it in the bladder, for fear of not being able to pafs it again, 
.end continued it there till the bladder has fufficiently recovered it’s tone, 
which is. known by it's being able to throw the urine through the catheter^ 
after which that inflrumcnt may be withdrawn. 

If ^be fpafin, in fuch cafes as arife from that caufe, flioidd Aill continue 
after the bladder has recovered it’s tone, we muft continue the ufe of the 
catheter. But it often happens "that the fpafm Iciivcs the urethra before 
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the bladder recovers it's power of contra<fHon, the dileale becoming then 
limply a paralyfis of that vifeus. . ' ; i 

One of the firft fymptoms of the bladder beginning to regain it’s power of 
contradlion is, the fenfation of fulnefs, or an inclination to make water, and 
when that fenfation comes on the patient Ihould be allowed to make water 
but not to force it, for that circumftance alone will bring on the fpafm if the 
urethra is not very ready to dilate. I have fcen however in Ibmc cafes, that 
a (light fenfation is not altogether to be depended upon, for it required a little 
retention more efiedtually to ftimulate the bladder to aftion, and then the 
water has palTed more freely. 

The fpafmodic contradtion of the urethra does not appear to give up it’s 
adlion fimply upon the ftimulus or inclination to make water, and not till the 
bladder begins to have tlic power of contradlion ; for in calcs where the 
bladder is paralytic, and yet fenhble of the ftimulus arifing from being full, 
as it does not contradt, the urethra does not relax, and the water cannot be 
made to pafs. 

It would appear that as the bladder recovers of the paralyfis it is not able 
to contain fo much water as ufual, therefore the patients are obliged to 
make water often, and of courfe in Imall quantities. < 



III. OF THE CURE OF THE PARALYSIS 'OF THE BLADDER, 
FROM OBSTRUCTION ARISING FROM PRESSURE OR 
SPASM. 

The removal of the caules of the paralyfis of tlie bladder was fully 
delcribed when we were treating of the difealcs which produce that com- 
plaint, and the immediate relief, when the bladder is rendered inadtive, has 
juft now been confidered ; the paralyfis itfclf is therefore the only remaining 
thing to be attended to. In this dileale there are often contrary indications 
of cure, for a Ipafin is very different from a paralyfis ; and if the fiipprefTion 
is from fpafin, and that ftill continues, then what may be good for the 
paralyfis, may be bad for the fpafm. As in fuch cafes the water can be 
drawn oft', the bladder ffiould be firft attended to. Stimulants and ftrength- 
. eners 
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eners are ufcful j blifters to the loins to rouze the bladder to aifbon, and 
bliftcrs to the perineum, to take off the fpalin from the urethra, often 
fucceed. EloStricity is fometimes of fingular lervicc, when applied in fuch 
cafes to the perinium. Through the whole of the cure the urine muft be 
drawn off frequently, becaule the bladder ihould not be allowed to be di- 
ftended, which otherways would be the confequence ; and the fenfetion ariling 
from the diftention of that vifeus is a very oppreflive one. 

A gentleman was at times attacked with a difficulty in making water, 
which he paid no attention to, as it had always gone off ; but at laft he was 
taken fo bad as to be obliged to have recourfe to the catheter, which affiirded 
only a temporary relief. The fpafm continued, and I was fent for j when 
I palled the catheter, I was obliged to prefs the lower part of the abdomen 
to fqueeze out the water, for the bladder appeared to give but little affiffance. 
I ordered a bliffer to the loins which gave fome power of contra^on to the 
bladder, and took off Ibme of the fpalm in the urethra, but ftill he was very 
little relieved ; I then diredted a blifter to be applied to the perinsum, which 
immediately removed his complaint. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 

OF A SUPPRESSION OF URINE—AND OPERATIONS 
FOR THE CURE OF IT. 

I N cafes of total fupprefllon of urine arifing from llriQures or other cau&* 
where a catheter cannot be paded, and where every other method re* 
commended is impradticable, an artificial opening mud be made into the 
bladder for the evacuation of the water. There are three places Where this 
opening may be made, and each has had it's advocates. This operation has 
not been confidercd in all it's circumftances in diflerent patients, fo as to 
direct the young fuigeon in the variety of cafes that -may -occur ; -for under 
feme circumftances the operation is more advifabk in one place than another t 
and indeed it may fometiiires be next to impofliblc to perform it in a 
particular part. 

The opening may be made firft, in the perinxum, where we now cut for 
a ftone ; fccondly, above the pubis, where cutting for the ftonc was formerly 
pradtifed ; and thirdly, from within the redhun, where the bladder lies in 
contadl with the gut. 

The firft queftion which naturally occurs is, which of thofe fituations is 
the moft proper for the fafety of the patient, the evacuation of the water, and 
the convcniency of operating, when no particular circumftance forbids cither 
of the fituations ? 

On the firft view of the fubjcdl, one would be apt to prefer that above the 
pubis, or from the rcdlum, as the bladder is nearer to either, and the parts 
more adapted to an operation, than from the perineum, where we muft cut at 
random. Thefe two fituations, although the moft proper in this refpedt, 
under certain circumftances, yet may become the moft improper, for they arc 
fubjedl to greater changes than the perineum. 

The 
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/ The rea&ns that may render it very improper above the pubis are, the 
perfont being very fat, or the bladders not diftending fufficiently lb as to rile 
above the pubis, which is common enough in difcalcs of thole parts. 

In very fat people it will be found that the fublbince to be cut through 
may be three, or four inches, which will not only make the operation very 
unplealkht, but often improper ; for fuch thicknefs of parts will make the 
fwell of the bladder very obfeure and uncertain ; in many of thofe cafes of 
obftru^on the bladder being fo dilealU as to allow of but little dillention, 
and in fuch the fymptoms of diftention come on very early, perhaps where 
there is only a few ounces of water collected. But if the retention has been 
for feme conliderable time, as twenty-four hours, then we may fuppofe that 
the bladder has allowed of diftention to a much greater degree, which may 
u> fome cafes be afeertained by introducing the linger into the redhiin. 

But where the bladder diftends, and the parts arc fo thin that it can be 
plainly felt above the pubis, I fee no material objedion to this lituation ; and 
it has this advantage over the operation by the redhim, that a catheter can 
more ealily be introduced, and kept in, which will be neceflary to be done 
till the caufe is removed. 

It may be neceiTary here to mention fome precautions refpe^ting the keeping 
the inllrument in the bladder ; as alfo the befe kind to be ufed. It mull be 
a hollow tube, and Ihould reach as far as the pofterior furface of the bladder, 
for upon the contraction of that vifeus it’s anterior part recedes backwards 
and downwards from the abdomen towards it's fixed point, which may 
draw the bladder off from the tube. But as the dillancc between the fkin of 
the abdomen and pofterior furface of the bladder cannot be exaClly after - 
tained, the canula may be cither too long, or too fhort ; if too long, it’s end 
may prefs upon the pofterior furface of the bladder and produce ulcenttkio 
there, and in time work it’s way into the reCtum. To avoid this mifehief, as 
alfo the inconveniences arifing from it’s being too fhort, and the bladder 
flipping off from it’s end, I would recommend the tube to be made with a 
curve, and to lie with it’s convex fide on the pofterior part of the bladder, 
which being a large furface, and following nearly the fame curve as the 
canula, lefs mifehief is to be expeCled. The openings into the canula may 
be made on the concave fide. 

B 
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Probably it might be attended with more fafety, as alfo eafc to tlic paticnr, 
to have the curved end of the catheter introduced into the urethra from the 
bladder. The parting of it into the urethra is very imprafUcable, and we 
know that fuch a body lying in the urethra is not produilive of any mifehief. 
A common catheter palled in this way enters fo far as to bring the handle 
alnwll flat to the belly, at moll only a little bolder between the catheter and 
belly is necelfary, and then with a piece of tape fixed to the handle of the 
catheter it might be fartened to the body, or a Ihort catheter might be made 
with ears to fix tire tape to.‘ In cafes where the canula has remained in 
fomc time, the artificial paflage will become in fomc degree permanent, fo 
that it may be taken out occafionally, and cleaned from any dony matter 
that may be attached to it. To avoid this part of the operation it has been 
recommended to have two canulas, one within the other, that by drawiog 
out the inner it might be cleaned, and again introduced ; but in mod cafes it 
will alfo be neccllary to withdraw the outer one, as it’s external furface will 
contradl a crud. 

The fecond method, of pundture by the anus, will more commonly admit 
of being performed than that above the pubis ; for it does not require- that 
didention of bladder which the other does, therefore not fo often impradlicable 
from that caufe ; and perhaps the only obdacle here is a fwelled prodatc 
gland. In many of thefe cafes of dileafes of the urethra, ^e prodate gland is 
very much fwelled, which I can conceive may make the proper place for the 
pundlure very uncertain ; for the prodate gland in fuch cafes will be prefied 
down towards the anus, before the bladder, and will be the fird thing felt 
by the finger. Care mud therefore be taken to didinguirti the one from the 
other, which can only be done by getting the finger beyond the prodate gland, 
which may not be pradlicable; and if praidicablc, it may not be an ealy 
matter to didinguilh the one from the other, as a thickened and didended 
bladder may feem to be a continuation of the fame tumor. However if the 

* Where this operation is performed in ronlequcncc of a (Iricturc, I have conceived that by 
palHiig it into the ‘urethra from the bladder till it came to the ilri^ure, and then pacing another 
ftralght canula from the glansdown the urethm, that the r.vo might nearly meet, only having the 
llridturc between them ; and a piercer might be palled down and forced into the end of the one 
from the bladder, and afterwards cither a bougie or hollow catheter introduced. 

objedlions 
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objc^ons givtd to the performing of it above the pubis cxift, I (hould prefer 
operating by the reftum, for although the probability of fucceeding here 
may not be apparently greater than above the pubis, yet the chances are in 
it’s favour. 1 

I muft however oblerve here, that the objeftions which I have ftarted, are 
only railed; in my own mind from.'my knowledge of thedilcafes of thofc parts, 
and ndt from calcs of fupprd^on ' oif urine under all the before-mentioned 
circumliances having occurred to me in pradlice. 

A cafe of a total ’ fuppreffion of urine ariiing from llrifturc, where no in- 
ftrument could be palled by the natural palTage, and where a puncture was 
made into the bladder, from the rectum, with fuccel's, is related in the 
Philofophical TranfaifUons, by Dri; Hamilton of Kings Lynn in Norfolk.* 

. What led Dr. Hamilton to do it here, was a difficulty which was found 
in polling the clyfter-pipc into the redlum, which induced him to introduce 
his linger into the anus, and he found the bladder fo promiitent in the 
redlum as to give the hint of performing the operation there. 

The man was put into the lame polition as in the operation for the llone, 
and a trochar was introduced upon the finger into the anus, and thurll into 
the lower and moft prominent part of the tumor, in the dircdlion of the 
axis of the bladder,' and upon withdrawing the piercer the water flowed out 
through the canula. 1 

A llraight catheter was then introduced through the canula, leafl the 
orifice in the bladder fhould be drawn off from the caneda. • 

Then the canula was pulled out over the catheter, which was left in till 
the whole water was evacuated, and was then withdrawn. 

The bladder, notwithllanding of this perforation, retained the water as 
ufual, till the inclination to make it came on j and when he performed the 
adhon of making water, the orifice in the bladder feemed to open, and it 
rulhed out by the anus. This continued about two days, when the water 
began to find it's natural paflage, and a bougie was introduced into the 
bladder, through the urethra, which gave a free pallagc for th? water, and 
of courfe lefs came by the anus j lb that on the fixth day after the operation 

* Philofophical TranCidlions for the Ye.ir *776, vol. 65 , page 578. 
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the whole came by the natural pafikge. The man continued the afe of the 
bougie till the ftri&ure was dilated. -i . > ■>. ,<! 

Dr. Hamilton further remarks, that in thofe cafes of fuppreffion of urine, 
in general, he has found that calomel and opiiun, in large doles, anfwer 
better than any thing he has tried. . o , 

He is convinced from repeated trials, that the fpecific efficacy is in the 
calomel, as large dofes of opium alone hare proved inc&Aual ; but he does 
not lay tliat calomel alone will anfwer. • He orders ten grains of calomel 
with two of opium, to be repeated in fix hours if it has not anfwered in 
that time j and he fays he has feldom been obliged to give a third dole. 

This method of tapping the bbdder was fird: fuggefted by Monf. Flcurant, 
furgeon to the Charit^, at Lyons, in the year 1750. The operation was 
performed at that time, and an account of it was afterwards publilhed by 
Monf. Pouteau, in 1 760, with the hilloiy of three cafes, in aJl which the 
operation was performed by Monf. Fleurant. The propriety of performing 
the operation in this part occurred to him in a manner fimilar to that before* 
related of Dr. Hamilton ; for in introducing the linger into the teddm to 
examine the date of the bladder in a cafe where be was going to puncture 
in the perinxum, he found the bladder fo prominent there, and fo much 
within the teach of his indrument that he immediately altered his intention, 
and performed it in this part. He very readily drew off the water, and 
kept the canula in, with a T bandage, till the urine came the right way, 
and then withdrew it, and all terminated well. But there was a good deal 
of trouble on account of the canula being left in on going to dool, as allb 
from the condant dribbling of the water through it, all of which was pre- 
vented in Dr, Hamilton's cafe, by removing the canula immediately upon 
the evacuation of the water. This was produAive of another gOod effeid, 
which was the retention of the urine till the dimulus of fiilncfs was given, 
and then it palTed through the artidcial as it would through a natural 
palTage. Should this be a condant ededt in confequence of performing 
the operation here, I think it mud be. owned to be an uncxpc<ded cir- 
cumdance which at fird cduld not have been imagined.* 

* A hiftoiy, with a defeription of this operation, is publilbed by Mr. Reid, furgeon of Cbel- 
fca, in 1778. 
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In another patient of Monf. Fleurant's, the canula was kept in the anus 
and bladder thirty-nine days, without any inconveniency ; fo that the ob- 
jection to this part of the operation cannot be material. 

Pouteau mentions one cafe where he performed this operation, in the 
year 1752, and the man died.' 

He fays, I was called to vifit a poor man fuSfering under a retention of 
urine, lb oblUnate and violent that it had already the lymptoms of what 
is called a reflux of urine into the blood ; and the cc»nplaint had continued 
more than three days. An empiric, to whofc care he had been entruftcd, 
after having very improperly given him the moft powerful diuretics, had 
likewife the raihaefs to fearch him. It appears probable that thefe attempts 
which were made without foccefs muft have increafo) the mifchi^. A cathe- 
ter could not be palled into fucb parts by unlkilful bands, without increaf- 
ing the inflammation. I only made three flight efforts to effcA a paflage 
into the bladder by the urethra, which appeared to be much dilcafed, as 
well by the efllilion of blood, as the extreme pain thefe attempts produced, 
I determined at once to do as before, and plunged my trochar by the rCChim 
into the bladder. The fuccefs was exaCUy the fame j the bladder was en^^ 
ttrely emptied, and 1 allowed the canula to remain there a whole night and 
a di^, during which time the urine flowed without intermiflion. Every 
thing went on without any accident which could be fuppol^ conne^ed 
with the operation ; and death, which happened next day, was entirely in- 
dependent of it. 

One muft fuppole with Pouteau, that the death of the patient could not 
have arifeu from this operation, but from the preceding dileafes. 

The bags called veliculse feminales, and the hxmorrhoidal veffels, have 
been mentioned as parts in danger of being wounded in the operation, and 
thereby proving troublelbme ; hut if cither of them were wounded, no in- 
conveniency could arife. To avoid the veliculse feminales, it is recom- 
mended to perforate high up, and diredly in the middle of the bladder, 
between the two fldes, and this lituation is at the lame time the one where 

* Pouteau Melanges de Cbirvigie, painted at Lyons, 176CS page Sc6, 507, and 508. 
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the hiPinorrlioidal vcllcls arc the finalleft, and tlicrcforc it is of lefs confe- 
quence if they arc wounded. 

It muft appear from the following cafe, fent me by a gcntlanan, that a 
communication being kept up between the bladder atid reiilum, is only in- 
convenient, and not fo much fo as miglit be expc<fled. 

With refpedt to the failor who pulled his urine by the redlum, I have 
examined the few papers by me, but cannot find the particular remarks I 
made ; however, as the cafe was lingular, I rccolleft the man told me, that 
a few years before, (this was at Madras hofpital, in December 1779) he had 
the venereal difcale, very bad, and long j that the urine came by the anus, 
but this pallagc healed upi, and it came by the p«nis, and continued to do 
lb till he caught the difeafe again, when the urine found it’s way a fecond 
time by the anus, and came that way for years. When he firib came under 
my care, in the hofpital at Bombay, February 1779, he felt no uncafinefs 
or inconvenience from this manner of palling his urine ; whenever he had 
an inclination to make water he fat down. I often made him lie upwn his 
hreaft, with his legs drawn up, and the llrcam came through the anus 
with great force. 

In other cafes, in confequcncc of abfeclles forming between the bladder 
and redlum, where they have not healed up, there has been a reciprocal 
pulTing of the contents of thefe cavities from the one to the other. 

It only remains to fpieak of the punfture in the p>crina;um. An ob- 
ftrudlion to the urine taking place in the natural palTage prevents us from 
introtlucing an inllrument in moll of thofe cafes, and deprives us of all the 
advantages we could receive from it as a guide in the operation ; yet there 
may be cafes of llridhire, where by cutting into the urethra, beyond the 
ftridlurc, the water will flow ; but this mull be done vs-ithout any guide or 
dircdlion, and requires a nice and accurate knowledge of the p>arts ; or if the 
obllruifHon arifes from the valvular projcdlion of the proftate gland, a ftalF 
may be ptalTcd as far as this proje<Sion, and cut up>on as for the llone, only 
making a fmaller incifion, ufing a fmall gorget, or in the room of that, a 
trochar of a particular form might be run along it into the bladder ; for 
although the ftaffdocs not enter the bladder, yet the dillancc to p»fs through 
without this guide is hut fmall. If this cannot be done, a fmall and deep 
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incifion may be made in the pci in;eum, with an impofthnme lancet towards 
the bladder ; the point of the trochar is to be introduced by this, palfing at 
the fame time the fore-finger of the other hand into the anus, which will be 
a guide both for the diredion of the inllrument, as alfo to avoid it’s point 
pairing into the reftum j with thefe precautions the error cannot be great. 

I muft own however, that I have not feen cafes enough to enable me to 
give all the varieties that commonly happen, and of courfc to give all the 
advantages and difad vantages of each method. 



I. OF ALLOWING A CATHETER TO RE.MAIN IN THE 
URETHRA AND BLADDER. 

In cafes of debility of the bladder, and where a catheter pafles svith dif- 
ficulty, or. with great uncertainty, and in cales where it muft be ufed 
frequently, and for a length of time, it wnll be neceflkry to keep an in- 
ftnunent in the urethra and bladder, fo as to allow the water to pafs 
through it freely. A common catheter, or one made of the elaftic gurn 
are perhaps the beft Inftruments of any ; but they muft be fixed in the 
canal ; this will be beft done by it’s outer end being tied to fome ex- 
ternal body, as I lhall now deferibe. When the catheter is fairly in 
the bladder, the outer end is rather inclined downwards, nearly in a line with 
the body, take the common ftrap or belt-part of a bag-trufs, and have two 
thigh-ftraps either fixed to it or hooked to it ; let a ftrap come round each 
thigh and forwards by each fide of the ferotum, to be faftened to the belt 
where the ears of the bag arc ufually fixed. Have a (mail ring or two fixed 
to each ftrap juft where it pafles the ferotum or root of the penis ; then take 
a piece of fmall tape, and fix the ends of the catheter to thole rings, which 
will keep it in the bladder. A bit of rag about four or five inches long, with a 
hole at the end of it, palled over the exterior end of the catheter, and tlic loolc 
end allowed to hang in a balbn, placed between the thighs, will catch the 
svater which cannot dllcngage itfdf from the catheter, and keep the patient 
dry ; or if another curved pi}x: is introduced into the catheter it will anfwcr 
equally well. 
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Under fuch treatment the bladder will never be allowed to be diAended j 
and when the patient wants to have the bladder in fome degree emptied, he 
has only to Arain with his abdominal muAles, by which means he will be 
able to throw out a great deal at each time. 

As the bladder begins to recover it’s adions, the patient will find that an 
inclination to make water will come on, and at thofc times he will alfo find 
that the water will come from him without Araining with the abdominal 
mufcles ; when this takes place readily the catheter may be taken out, and 
it will be found that he will be able in future to make water of himfelf. If 
it is neceflary to keep in the catheter a confidcrable time, it will be the caufe 
of a great deal of flime and mucus being formed in the urethra and bladder; 
but I believe this is of no confequence. I have known a catheter kept in 
this way for five months without any inconveniency whatever. 

In all cafes where it is neceffary to keep an extraneous body for a con- 
fidcrable time in the bladder, whether in an artificial pafiage or the natural 
one, it will be proper a few days after it’s firA introdu<5Uon to withdraw it 
and examine whether it is incruAlng, or filling up in it’s cavity with the 
calculous matter of the urine ; if after remainiag in the bladder for Ibme 
days it has contradted none, we need be under no apprehenfions of it's doing 
it ; but if, as frequently happens, it Aiould have a confidcrable quantity 
colleified, then it will be neceflary to have it occafionally withdrawn and 
cleaned ; the bcA method probably of doing this is to put it in vinegar, 
which will foon difiblve the Aony matter. 



II. OF THE INCREASED STRENGTH OF THE BLADDER. 

The bladder in fuch cafes as before -deferibed, having more to do than 
common, it almoA in a conAant Aate of irritation and adlion ; by which, 
according to a property in all mufcles, it becomes Aronger and Arongcr in 
it’s muicular coats ; and 1 fufpedi, that this difpofition to become Aronger 
from lepeated adlion, is greater in the involuntary mufcles than the voltm- 
tary ; and the reafbn why it Aiould be fo is I think very evident; for in the 
involuntary mufcles the power Aiould be in all cafes capable of overcoming 
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the refinance; as the power is always performing fomc natural and ne- 
ceflary adion, for whenever a difeafc produces an uncommon refiftancc in 
the involuntary parts, if the power is not proportionably incrcafed the dileaie 
becomes very formidable ; whereas in the voluntary mufcles there is not that 
neceflity, becaufe the will can ftop whenever the mufcles cannot follow i and 
if the will is fo diieafed as not to flop, the power in voluntary mufcles fhould 
not increafe in proportion. 

I have Icen the mufcular coats of the bladder near half an inch thick, and 
the fafoiculi fo llrong as to form ridges on the infide of that cavity ;* and I 
have alfo feen the fafoiculi very thin, and even wanting in fomc parts of the 
bladder, fo that a hernia of the internal coat had taken place between the 
fafoiculi, and formed pouches.' Thefe pouches arifo from the thin parts 
not being able to fupport the adlions of the llrong ; as happens in ruptures 
at the navel, or rings of the abdomen. 

III. OF THE DISTENTION OF THE URETERS. 

It fbmetimes happens that the irritation from the dillention of the blad- 
der, and the difficulty in throwing out it's contents, is fo great, that the 
urine is prevented from flowing freely into that vifeus from the ureters, 
which become thereby pretcmaturally diflended. The pelvis of the kid- 
neys, and infundibula are alfo enlarged ; but how far this dilatation of the 
ureters and pelvis is really owing to a mechanical caufe I am not fo clear j 
or whether it is not a difpofition for dilatation ariflng out of the flimulus 
given by the bladder. In fome cafos of long Handing, where the bladder 
was become very thick, and had been for a long time adling with great 

• This appearance was long Tuppofed to have arifen from a difeale of this vifcus ; but upon 
examination [ found that the mufcular parts were found and diftind; that they were only 
increafcd in bulk in proportion to the power they bad to exert ; and tlut it was not a confequence 
of inflammation, for in that cafc parts are blended into one indi(lin& mafs. 

^ This is perhaps die caufc of the done being often found in a poudi formed in the bladder; 
for the bladder in cafes of ftonc is often very drong, which arifcs from the violent contrac- 
tion of that vifcus caufcd by the irritation of the done on the fides of it ; and alfo from the done 
being often oppofed to the mouth of the urethra in the time of making water. 
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violence, it had atFeded the mamillif, fo that the lurfacc of thefe proceflb ' 
produced a matter, and jjerhaps even the ferreting organ* of tl»e kidneys, £> 
that die urine l<xrctcd was accompanied with a pus, ariling from the irri- 
tation being kept up in all tlicfc parts. 

The urine in the above cafes is generally ftalc, even before it is ifhrown out 
of the bladder, which when joined with the circumllancc of the linen being 
conftantly kept wet, by the almoft continual difeharge of urine, (which of 
itfclf would produce aifalcnels of urine, in tliefe parts) becomes very oUcn- 
Eve, and it is hardly pofliblc to keep the patient fwcet. 



IV. OF IRRITABILITY IN THE BLADDER INDEPENDENT 
OF OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE PASSAGE OF THE URINE. 

Another dilcafe of the bladder, connedted with our prefent fubjedl is, 
where that vifeus becomes extremely irritable, and will not allow of it’s 
ufual diftention. The lymptoms of this difeafe are very fimilar to thofe ariling 
from obftrudlions to the palfage of the urine in the urethra, but with this 
ditference, that in the prefent difeale the urine flows readily, becaule the 
urethra obeys the fununons and relaxes ; however there is often corifidcrable 
Ilraining, after the water is all made, ariling from the mufcular coat of the 
bladder liill continuing it’s contradtions. 

This irritabilty of the bladder often ariles from local caufes, as a ftone, 
cancer, or tumors forming on the infide, all of which produce irritability of 
this vifeus. In llich cafes, the ftraining is violent, for the caufe ftill remain* 
which continues to give the ftimtilus of fomething to be expelled, and the 
bladder continues to contradl till tired, as in the cafes of Ample irritability} 
and then there is a refpite for a time; but this refpite is of Ihort duration, for 
the urine is foon accumulated. 

This difeafe will kill in the end, by producing wafting and hedtic fever. 



V. OF 
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. . : 1 ' . I , . , . ‘ ; 

V. OF THE CURE OF SIMPLE IRRITABILITY OF THE 

BLADDER. 

When the fj'mptoms arife from irritability alone, and not from a ftonc, 
or any local afieflion, the nature of the complaint may not at firft be fo 
obvious ; temporary relief may however be procured by opium, which is moft 
cffedlual in flight and recent cafes ; and if it be applied as near to the part as 
poflible, it's cfFeds will be more evident; and therefore it may be given by 
clyfter as well as by the mouth. 

I fliould however be inclined to rely more on a blifter applied to the peri- 
nKum, than any other method of cure ; or to the lower part of the fmall of 
the back, or upper part of the facrum, if more convenient. 

In all cafes where there is an irritation of the bladder the patient fliould 
never endeavour to retain his water beyond the inclination to make it. It 
hurts the bladder and increafes it’s irritability ; and indeed I am apt to think 
that this circumftance even in found parts, is often a predifpofing caufe of 
difeafe in this vifeus and it’s appendage, the urethra ; for I have known 
fevcral cafes where it has brought on the (pafmodic ftridlure in the urethra, 
in found parts ; and it is frequently an immediate caufe of ftrangury in thofc 
who have either a llridhire, or a difjX)fltion to fpafms in thofc parts. 

A gentleman in pcrfedl health, from retaining his urine beyond the 
inclination in the play-houfe, had all the fymptoms of an irritable bladder < 

brought on, and continued for feveral years, rendering him miferable. 



VI, OF A PARALYSIS OF THE ACCELERATORES MUSCLES. 

In many irritations of the bladder, the urethra not only relaxes dire£Hy on 
the flimulus to make water being felt in that vifeus, as has been deferibed, 
but a paralyfis fometimes takes place in the voluntary mufclcs of thofe parts, 
fo that the will cannot command them to contradl to hinder the inconve- 
niences that may attend an immediate evacuation of that fluid. If we 
■( ’ } attempt 



Digitized by Google 



196 SUPPOSED CONSEQUENCES OF GONORRHOEA. 

attempt to Aop the water, which is an adl of the will, we cannot, the' 
acceleratorcs mufcles will not obey, and the water flows. 

A bliftcr applied to the perineum will have confiderablc efiedts in re- 
moving this complaint. 





X *» 
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C H A P T E R XI. 

OF THE DISCHARGE OF THE NATURAL MUCUS 
OF THE GLANDS OF THE URETHRA. 

T he finall glands of the urethra, and Cowper’s glands, fecrete a flimy 
mucus ilmilar to the white of an egg not coagulated. This feldom 
appears externally, or flows from the urethra, but during the indulgence of 
lafcivious thoughts, and is feldom or never attended to, excepting by thole 
who are under apprehenfions either of a gonorrhoea coming on, or imagine 
the laft infedtion is not gone off entirely, and fuch patients are kept in 
confrant terror by this natural difeharge. They often find it in fuch quan- 
tity as to leave fpots on the Ihirt, but without colour ; and often after 
toying, the lips of the urethra are as it were glewed together by it, from 
it’s drying there, which appearances alarm the mind of the patient without 
caufe. Although this is only a natural difeharge, and is now fecrctcd under 
the fame influence which naturally produces it, it mufl: at the fame time 
be owned, that it is commonly much increafed in thole cales of debility 
arifing from the mind, which is probably not calily to be accounted for ; it 
would feem that the conteft between the mind and the body increafes this 
lecretion, for it cannot be confidered as a dil'eafe of the parts. 

I. OF THE DISCHARGE OF THE SECRETIONS OF THE 
PROSTATE GLAND AND VESICULiE SEMINALES. 

' 1 

This complaint is imagined to be the confcquence of the venereal difeafe 
in the urethra j but how far this is really the cafe is not certain ; though 
moll probably it is not. It is a difeharge of mucus by the urethra which/ 
generally comes away with the lall drops of urine, cfpccially if the bladder 
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is irritable ; and ftill more at the time of being at ftool, particularly if the 
patient be coftive ; for under fuch circumftances the ftraining or aiStions 
of the mufcles of thofc parts are more violent. It has generally been fup- 
pofed that this difcharge is femen, and it is the difeafe called a feminal 
wealcnefs ; but it appears from many experiments and obfervations, that the 
difcharge is undoubtedly not femen. It is only the mucus fecretcd either 
by the proftate gland, by thofc bags improperly called veficulae feminalcs, 
or both ; and it may not be improper to give here the diAinguilhing marks 
between thefe two fluids. Firft ; I may obferve the difcharge in queftion 
is not of the fame colour with the femen, and is exactly of the colour of 
the mucus of the proflate gland, and of thofc bags. It has not the fame 
fmcll, and indeed it hardly has any Imell at all. The quantity evacuated 
at one time i.s often much more confldcrable than the evacuation of fcmen 
ever is ; and it happens more frequently than it could poflibly do were the 
difcharge fcmen. It is a difcafe that often attacks old men, where one can 
hardly fuppofe much fcmen to be fecretcd ; and we find that thofc who ate 
afleded with this difcafc are no more deficient in the fccretion and evacua- 
tion of the fcmen in the natural way than before they had the difcafc. If 
the mind be at cafe this (hall take place immediately after a difcharge of 
this fluid, as well as before, which could not be the cafe were it femen. 
Further, if thofc that labour under this complaint arc not conneded with 
women they are fubjed to nodurnal difeharges from the imagination, at 
perfons are who are pcrfcdly found ; and indeed moft patients when made 
acquainted with thefe circumfcanccs become very fenflble that it is not die 
fcmen. 

It is not clear what the difeafcd Hate of the parts is upon which this 
difcharge depends, whether there is a larger fccretion of this mucus than 
natural, or whether it is entirely owing to a preternatural, uncommon 
adion of thofc parts ; and if tliis laft, why thefe parts Ihould be put into 
adion when the bladder, redum, and abdominal mufcles are thrown into 
adion to expel their contents, is not eafily explained. It is plain that the 
\inofc violent adions of thefe parts are neceflary to produce this evacuation j 
lor it does not come with the firft of the urine, nor in general when they go 
with cafe to ftool. 

As 
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As It was thought to be a feminal difcharge, it was imagined to arife 
from a weaknefs in the organs of generation ^ and as frequent difcharges of 
the fcmen in the natural way generally weaken, it was therefore imagined 
that this difcharge muft alfo weaken very confiderably ; and the imagination 
will operate lb ftrongly as to make the patients believe they really are 
weakened. Whether the cauie of fuch a difcharge is capable of weakening, 
I will not pretend to (ay ; but I believe that the difcharge limply does not. 
Fear, and anxiety of mind may really weaken the patient. In the cafes I 
have feen of this kind, the mind has been more afie^ed than the body. 

From my owm prailice, I can hardly recommend any one medicine, or 
way of life, for removing this complaint. In one cale I foxmd confiderable 
benefit from giving hemlock internally.' 

The idea that has been fonned of the difeale leads to the praAice ge- 
nerally ufed and recommended, fuch as giving ftrengthening medicines of 
all kinds, as bark, &c. but I never law any good efibfts from any of them ; 
and I Ihould rather be inclined to take up the foothing plan to prevent all 
violent aftjons. Keeping the body gently open will in Ibme degree moderate 
the difcharge, and probably may effect a cure in the end. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XII. 



OF IMPOTENCE. 

T his complaint is by many laid to the charge of Onanllm at an early 
age i but how far this is juft, it will in many cafes be difficult to de- 
termine ; for upon a ftriift review of this fubjedl, it appears to me to be by 
far too rare to originate from a pradlice fo general. 

How far the attributing to tliis pradlice fuch a confequcnce, is of public 
utility, I am doubtful, particularly as it is followed, moft commonly at an 
age when confequcnces are not fufficiently attended to, even in things Icfs 
gratifying to the fenfes j but this I can fay with certainty, that many of 
thofc who arc affedled with the complaints in queftion are mifcrablc from 
this idea ; and it is fome confolatlon for them to know that it is poffible it 
may arife from other caufes. I am clear in my own mind that the books oi» 
this fubjcdl have done more harm than good. I think I may affirm that 
this adl in itl'elf does lefs harm to thcconftitution in general than the natural. 
That the natural with common women, or fuch as we arc indifferent about, 
docs lefs liarm to the conftitution than where it is not fo fclfifh, and where 
the affc<ftions for the woman arc alfo concerned. Where it is only a con- 
ftitutlonal adl it is limplc, and only one aiftion takes place ; but where the 
mind becomes interefted, it is worked up to a degree of enthufialm, increaf- 
ing the (cnfibility of the body and difjx)fition for adlion j and when the 
complete adtion takes place it is with proportional violence j and In propor- 
tion to the violence is tlie degree of debility produced, or injury done to the 
conftitution. 

In the cafes of this kind that have come under my care, although the 
perfons thcmfelves have been very ready to fupjxjfc that the difeafe arofc 
from the caufe here alluded to ; yet they did not appear to have given more 
into the pradticc than common ; and in particular, the worft cafe I have 
ever feen was where but very little of this pradlice had ever been ufed, much 
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lefs than in comnaon among boys or lads. The only true objedion to this 
ielfilh enjoyment is the probability of it’s being repeated too frequently. 

Nothing hurts the mind of a man fo much as the idea of inability to 
perform well the duty of the lex. If his ferotum hangs low it makes him 
miferable } he conceives immediately that he is to be rendered incapable of 
performing thofe acts in which he prides himfelf moll. It is certain that 
the relaxation, or contradlion of the ferotum, is in fome degree a kind of 
fign of the conllitution j but it is of the conllitution at large, not of thofe 
parts in particular. Nurfcs are fo fcnfible of the contraction of that part 
being a lign of health in the children under their care, that they take notice 
of it. The relaxation of it in them cannot be fuppofed to arife from ina- 
bility to perform thofe aCls at one time more than another. The face is 
one of the ligns of the conllitution, and has as much to do with thofe 
peculiar aCls as the ferotum. However we mull allow that this part is 
much more lax than what we Ihould conceive was intended by nature, even 
in young men who are well in health ; but as this is very goieral, I rather 
fufpeCl that it arifes from the circumllances of the part being kept too 
warm, and always fulpended, the mufcles hardly ever being allowed to aCl, 
fo that they have lefs force. How far it is the fame in thofe countries whofe 
drefs docs not immediately fufjiend thofe parts, I have not been able to 
afeertain. Warmth appears to be one caufe, for we hnd that cold has 
always an immediate cUcdl; but this is perhaps owing to it's not being 
accullomed to cold, which if it were, it might pollibly become as regardlefs 
of it as it was of warmth. What the difference is in this part, in a cold 
and warm climate, all other circumllances the fame, I do not know. But 
whatever may be the caufe, if it is really in common more lax than intended 
by nature, it is of no confequence as to the powers of generation. The 
tclliclcs will fccrcte whether kept high or low. 



I. OF IMPOTENCE DEPENDING ON THE MIND. 

As the parts of generation are not neceflary for the exillcnce or fupport 
of the individual, as what relates to food and fleep, but have a reference to 
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(I^metlung die in which the mind has a principal concern, a complete adion 
in thofe parts cannot take place without a pcrfcd harmony of body and of 
mind; that is, there muft be both a power of body, and difpofition of mind j 
for the mind is fubjed to a thoul'and caprices which aflecl the adions of 
thele parts. 

Copulation is an ad of the body, the Ipring of which is in the mind ; 
but it is not volition ; and according to the ftate of the mind lb is the ad 
performed. To perform this ad well, the body ihould be in health, and 
the mind Ihould be perfcdly confident of the powers of the body ; the mind 
Ihould be in a Hate entirely dilengaged from every thing cll'e ; it ihould have 
no difficulties, no fears, no apprehenfions ; not even an anxiety to perform 
the ad well ; for even tliis anxiety is a llatc of mind different from what 
Ihould prevail ; there ihould not be c\ cn a fear that the mind itielf may find 
a difficulty at the time the ad Ihould be performed. Perhaps no fundion 
of the machine depends fo much upon the Rate of the mind as this. 

The will, and realbning faculty, have nothing to do with tltis power j 
tlicv are only employed in the ad, fo far as voluntary parts arc made ufe of; 
and if they ever interfere, which they fometimes do, it often produces ano- 
ther Rate of the mind which dcRroys that which is proper for the perform- 
ance of the ad } it produces a dclire, a wilfi, a hope, which are all only 
diffidence and uncertainty, and create in the mind the idea of a pofllbility of 
the want of fuccefs, which delfroys the proper Rate of mind, or necefl'ary 
confidence. 

There is perhaps no ad in which a man feels himfelf more intereRed, or 
is more anxious to perform well, liis pride being engaged in Ibmc degree, 
which if within certain bounds would produce a degree of. perfedion in an 
ad depending upon the will, or an ad in voluntary parts ; but when it 
produces a Rate of mind contrary to that Rate on which the pcrfcdlion of tlic 
ad depends, a failure muR be the confequcncc. 

The body is not only rendered incapable of performing this ad, by the 
mind being under the above influence, but alfo by the mind-being jserfcdly 
confident of it’s power, but confeious of an impropriety in performing it ; 
this in many cafes producing a Rate of mind which lhall take away all 
jx)wcr. The Rate of a man’s mind refpeding his liRer takes away all 
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power. A confcicntious man has been known to lofe his powers on finding 
the woman he was going to be connected with unexpcdletlly a virgin. 

Shedding tears arifes entirely from the Rate of the mind, although not 
fo much a comfwund aftion as the adt in queftion ; for none are fo weak in 
body that they cannot flied tears ; it is not fo much a compound adllon of 
the mind and ftrength of body, joined, as the other adl is ; yet if we are 
afraid of Ihedding tears, or arc defirous of doing it, and that anxiety is kept 
up through the whole of an affedling fcenc, we certainly lliall not Ihcd 
tears, or at Icall not fo freely as would have happened from our natural 
feelings. 

From the above account of the necefilty of having the mind Independent, 
refpedling the adl, we muft fee that it may very often happen that die Rate 
of mind will be fuch as not to allow the animal to exert it’s natural powers ; 
and every failure increafes the evil. We muR alfo fee from this Rate of the 
cafe, that this adl muR be often interrupted ; and the true caufe of this 
interruption not being known, it will be laid to the charge of the body or 
want of powers. As thefe cafes do not arife from real inability, they are to 
be carefully diRinguilhed from fuch as do; and perhaps the only way to 
diRinguifh them is, to examine into the Rate of mind refpeding this aft. So 
trilling often is die circumRancc which fhall produce this inability, depend- 
ing on the mind, that the very defire to pleafc lliall have that eft'eft, as in 
making the woman the foie objeft to be gratified. 

Cafes of this kind, we lee every day j one of which I fliall relate as an 
illuRration of this fubjeft, and alfo of the method of cure. 

A gentleman told me, that he had loR his powers in this way. After 
above an hour’s invcRigadon of the cafe, I made out the following fafts j 
that he had at unnecclliiry times Rrong ereftions, which Riowed diat he had 
naturally this power j that the ereftions where accompiaiiicd with defire, 
which are all the natural jxiwcrs wanted j but that there was Rill a defeft 
fomewhere, which I fuppoled to be from the mind. I inquired if all women 
iscre alike to him, his anfwcr was no j fome women he could have connec- 
tion with, as well as ever. This brought the defeft, whatever it was, into 
a fmallcr compafs ; and it appeared that there ivas but one woman that 
produced this inability, and that it arofe from a defire to pierform the aft 
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with this woman well ; which ddire produced in the mind a doubt, or fear 
of the want of fuccefs, which was the caufe of the inability of performing 
the a(fl. As this arofe entirely from the ftate of the mind, produced by a 
particular circumftance, the mind was to be applied to for the cure ; and I 
told him that he might be cured, if he could perfoflly rely on his own power 
of fclf-denial. When I explained what I meant, he told me that he could 
depend upon every aft of his will, or rcfolution; I thcn told him, if he 
had a perfeft confidence in himfclf in that refpeft, that he was to go to 
bed to this woman, but firft promife to himfclf, that he would not have 
any conneftion with her, for fix nights, let his inclinations and powers be 
what they would; which he engaged to doj and alfo to let me know the 
refult. About a fortnight after he told me that this rcfolution had produced 
fuch a total alteration in the ftate of his mind, that the power fbon took 
place, for inftcad of going to bed with the fear of inability, he went with 
fears that he fhould be poflefled with too much defire, too much power, fb 
as to become uncaly to him, which really happened; for he would have 
been happy to have fhortened the time ; and when he had once broke the 
fpcll, the mind and powers went on together ; his mind never returning to 
it’s former ftate. 



II. OF IMPOTENCE FRO.M A WANT OF PROPER COR- 
RESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE ACTIONS OF THE 
DIFFERENT ORGANS. 

I formerly obferved when treating of the difeafes of the urethra, and 
bladder, two parts concerned in the aftions of each other, that every organ 
in an animal body, without exception, was made up of different parts, 
whole funftions, or aftions, where totally different from each other, although 
all tending to produce one ultimate effeft. In all fuch organs when perfeft, 
there is a fucceflion of motions, one naturally arifing out of the other, which 
in the end produces the ultimate clFcft ; and an irregularity alone in thefe 
aftions, will conftitutc difeafe, at leaft will produce very difagrecable effefts, ^ 
and often totally fruftrate the final intention of the organ. I come now to 
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apply the above principle to the adUons of the tcAlcle and the penis j for we 
find that an irregularity in the adUons of thefe parts fometimes happens in 
men, producing impotence, and fomething fimilar probably may be one caufo 
of barrennefs in women. 

In men the parts fuhfervient to generation may be divided into two, the 
ellential, and the acceflbry. The teilicles are the elTential ; the penis, &c. 
the acceflbry. As ^s divifion ariies from their ufes or adfions in health, 
which exadtly correfpond with one another ; a want of exadlnefs in the 
correfpondence, or fufeeptibility of thofe adtions may alfo be divided into 
two. Firft; where the adUons are reverfcd, the acceflbry taking place 
without the firfl or eflential, as in eredtions of the penis, where neither 
the mind, nor the tefUcles, are flimulated to adtion ; and the fecond, ic 
where the teflicle performs the adUon of focretion too readily for the penis, 
which has not a correfponding credlion. The firfl.is called priapifm ; and 
the fecond is what ought to be called feminal weaknefs. 

The mind has confiderable efledi on the correfpondence of the adtions of 
thefe two parts; but it would appear in many inflances, that eredtions 
of the penis depend more on the Rate of the mind, than what the le- 
cretion of the fomen does ; for many have the fecretion, but not the erec- 
tion s but in fuch, the want of credtion appears to be owing to the mind 
only. 

Priapifm often arifes fpontaneoufly, and often from vifible irritation of the 
penis, fuch 4is the venereal gonorrhcea, efpecially when violent. The fen- 
iation of fuch eredtions is rather uneafy than pleafimt, nor is the fenfation of 
the glans at the time fimilar to that arifing from the eredtions of defire but 
more like to the fenfation of the parts immediately after coition. 

Such as arife fpontaneoufly are of more ferious confequence than thofe 
from inflammation, as they proceed probably from caufes not curable in 
themfelves, or by any known methods. 

The priapifm arifing from inflammation of the parts, as in a gonorrhoea, 
is attended with nearly the fame fymptoms, but generally the fenfation is 
that of pain, proceeding from the inflammation of the parts. It may be ob- 
ferved that what is laid of priapifm, is only applicable to it, when a diiodc 
in itfelf, and not as a fymptom of other diibafcs, which it fiequently is. 
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The common pradllcc in the cure of this complaint is to order all the 
nervous and ftrengthening medicines, fuch as bark, valerian, mufle, cam- 
phirc, and allb the cold bath. I have had experience of the good cfFedts of 
the cold hath ; but lometimes it does not agree with the conftitudon, in 
^vhich cafes I have found the warm bath of tervice. Opium app>ears to be 
a fpecific in many calcs, from wliich circumllancc I fhould be apt, upon the 
whole to try a Toothing plan. 

Seminal weaknefs, or a lecretion and emllTion of the femen without crcc- 
■tions, is the reverfe of a priapifm, and is by much the worft difeafe of the 
tsvo. There is great variety in the degrees of this difeafe, there being all the 
gradations from the exadt corrcfpondcncc of the actions of all the parts to 
the teflicles adling alone ; in every cafe of the dil'eafe there is too quick a 
lecretion and evacuation of the Icmen. Like to the priapifin it docs not 
arile from dclires and abilities, although when mild it is attended with both, 
but not in a due proportion ; a very flight dclirc ' often producing die full 
eficdl. The lecretion of the femen lhall be fo quick that fiinplc thought, 
or even toying fliall make it flow. 

Dreams lhall produce diis evacuation repeatedly in the lame night ; and 
even when the dreams have been fo flight, if there have been any, that there 
has been no confeioufnefs of them when the Ileep has been broken by the adl 
of cmiflion. I have known cales where the teflicles have been fo ready to 
llxrcte, that the leaft fridlion on the glans has produced an emilfion ; I have 
known the fimplc adlion of walking, or riding, produce this effedf, and that 
repeatedly, in a very Ihort fpacc of time. 

A young man, about four or five and twenty years of age, not fo much 
given to venery as moft young men, had thefe lafl-mentionod complaints 
upon him. Three or four times in the night he would emit ; and if he 
walked fafl, or rode on horfeback, the fame thing would happen. He could 
fcarccly have connedlion with a woman, before he emitted, and In the emif- 
fion, there was hardly any fpafm. He tried every fuppofed flrengthening 
medicine, as alfo the cold bath, and fea-bathing, but with no cffedl. By 
taking twenty drops of laudanum, on going to bed, he prevented the night 
emlflions j and by taking the fame quantity in the morning, he could walk or 
ride, without the before-mentioned inconvenience. I direded this pradticc 
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to be continued for fome’time, although the difeale did’tiot return, that the 
parts' might be accuftomed to this healthy Hate of adtibn ; and I have rcafon 
to believe the gentleman is now well. It was found necefl'ary as. the conlli- 
tution became more habituated to the opiate to increafe the dofe of it. 

. .. The fpafms upon the evacuation of the Iciheh in fuch cafes are extremely 
flight, and a repetition of them foon takes place;, the firft emillioti not pre- 
venting a focond; the conftitution being all' the time > but little affodted." 
When the tcfticlcs adt alone, without the acceiTory parts taking up the nc- 
ceffary and natural confequent a&on, it is IHll a more melancholy difeafe ; 
for the focrction arifes from do viiiblc, or ficniible caule, and does not give 
any.vilible'or fenAble cfiedl, bat runs off Arailar Co involuntary ftools, or 
urine. It has been obfcrved that the femen is more' fluid than natural in 
fome of thcfe cafes. 

There is great variety in the difeafed adlions of thefe parts, of which the 
following cafe may be confidered as an example. 

A gentleman has had a ftridture in the urethra for many years, for which 
he has frequently ufcd the bougie, but of late has ncglcdted it. He has had 
no connedlion with women for a confiderable time, being afraid of the con- 
fequences. He has often in his fleep involuntary emilTions, which generally 
awake him at the paro.xyfm; but what furprifes him mod is, that often he 
has fuch, without any femen pafling forwards through the penis, whicis 
makes him think that at thofe times it goes backwards into tlie bladder. 
This is not always the cafe, for at other times the femen pafles forwards. 
At tlie time he has thofe uncommon paroxyfms, he has the eredlion, the 
dream, and is awaked with the fame mode of adlion, the fame fenfation, and 
the fame pleafure, as when the femen pafles through the uretlira, whether 
dreaming or waking. My opinion is, that the fame irritation takes place in 
the bulb of the urethra without the femen, that takes place there when the 
femen enters, in confequence of all the natural preparatory fteps, whereby 
the very fame adlions arc excited as if it came into the pafl'agc ; from which 

• It is to be coiifidejpl that the conftitution Is commonly ifFccIed by the TpaTius oidy, and in 
proportion to their violence, independent of the fecretion and evacuation of the femen. 

In fome cafes even the eredtion going oft' without tlie fpafnts on the emiflion, (hall produce 
the fame debility as if they had taken place. 

one 
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one would fuppoie that either femen is not iccreted, or if it be, diat a retro- 
grade motion takes place in the actions of the acceleratores mufcles ; but if 
the Aril be the cafe, then we may fuppofe that in the natural ftatc the actions 
of thofe mufcles do not arife Amply from the ftimulus of the femen in the 
part ; but from their adtion being a termination of a preceding one making 
part of a feries of aiftions. Thus they may depend upon the fridtioa, or the 
imagination of a fridion on the penis, the tcfeicles not doing their part, and 
the fpaAn in fuch cafes ariAng Aom the fridhon and not from the fecretionl 
In many of thofe cafes of irregularity, when the erodhon is not ftrong, it 
(hall go off without die emifiion { and at other times an emiAion (hall 
happen almoft without an eredlion ; but thcle arife not Aom debility, but 
aAoSions of the mind. > 

In many of the preceding cafes, waAiIng the penis, ferotum, and perineum, 
with cold water, is often of fervice ; and to render it colder than we And it 
in (bme (»(bns of the year, common fait may be added to it, and the parts 
walhcd when the fait is almoA diAblrod. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

OF THE DECAY OF THE TESTICLE. 

I T would appear from fomc circumftances, that the parts of generation arc 
not to be confidercd as neccflary parts of the animal machine, but only 
as parts fupcradded for particular purpofcs j and therefore only neceflary 
when thofe particular purpofes are to be anfwered j for we may obferve, 
that they arc later of coming to maturity than any other parts, and are more 
liable to decay. Thus far in their natural properties they are different from 
moft other parts of our body, the teeth only excepted, which arc fimilar in 
feme of thofe circumftances. 

The tcfticles appear to be more fubjeff to fpontaneous difeafe than any 
other part of the body j but what is the moft Angular thing of all, is the 
wafting of thofe bodies. One or botli tefticles fhall wholly difappear, like 
to the thymus gland, or membrana pupillaris, &c, in the infant. This 
we do not find in any parts of the body which are cfliential to it’s (economy j 
excepting the parts are of no further ufe, and might become hurtful in the 
body, as the membrana pupillaris ; but the tcfticles do not undergo this 
change as if in confequence of an original property ftamped upon them, as 
is the cafe of the thymus gland, whaicver the age of the perfon is fuch as 
to render them ufelefs ; but are liable to it at any age, and therefore the 
difpofition is in the tcfticles thcmfelves, independent of any connedfion with 
the animal ceconomy. An arm, or leg, may lofe it’s adtion, and may waftc 

in part, but never wholly. • ' 

Tcfticles have been known to wafte in cafes of rupture, probably from 
the conftant prefture of the intcftinc. Mr. Pott has given us cafes of this 
kind. I have feen in hydrocele the tcfticle almoft wafted to nothing, prob> 
ably from the comprcffion of the water ; but in all thefe the caufes of 
wafting arc obvious,' and would probably prcxlucc fimilar cffcdls in other 
parts of the body under the fame circumftances ; but a tcfticle without any 
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previous difeafe wades wholly ; or at other times it inflames, either fponla- 
iieoufly, or from fympatliy witli the urethra, becomes large, and then begins 
to fubfide, as in the refolution of common inflammation of the body, but 
does not dop at the former fizc, but continues to decay till it wholly dil- 
appears. The following cafes are indanccs of this. 

Cafe I. A gentleman about nine years ago had a gonorrhoea, with a 
buboe, which fuppurated. A fwelling of one of the tcdiclcs came on, for 
which he ufed the common methods of producing refolution, and feemingly 
with fuccefs. All the other fymptoms being removed he thought himl'clf 
quite well ; but fome time after, he found that the tedicle which had been 
fwclled was become rather fmaller than the other, which made him now 
pay attention to it j this dccrcafe continued till it waded entirely. Forfomc 
years pad there has been no appearance of a tedicle. Me is not in the lead 
different in inclination, or powers, from what he was before. 

Cafe II, communicated by Mr. Nanfan. “ A gentleman, aged about 
eighteen, who never had any venereal complaint, has had two different 
attacks of the fame nature, one in each tedicle. February 3, 1776, after 
fleating a few hours, without having to his knowledge received any injury 
from it, he was feized with a violent pain and inflammation of the left 
tedicle, which in a few days incrcafcd much in fize. A furgeon being fent 
for, followed the ufual treatment in fuch cafes of inflammation. In about 
lix weeks the inflammation and fwelling gradually fublidcd, fome hardnefs 
only remaining. A mercurial plaidcr was now applied, which after being 
worn for fome time was left off. The tedicle ever fince has continued 
gradually to dccreafe, and is no larger than a horfe bean j indeed the 
body of the tedicle is quite decayed, nothing remaining but what feems 
part of the epididymis. It appears to have no fenfe of pain, except when 
prelfcd, and is very hard and uneven on it’s furface. The fpcrmatic chord 
is not in the lead affected. 

Odlober 20, 1777, he was feized in. the fame manner in the right tedi- 
cle, without any apparent caufe, whereupon I was applied to. He was 
immediately bled, took an opening mixture, after that a faline mixture with 
tartar emetic ; and a fomentation and embrocation of fpiritus mindcreri, and 
Ipiritus vini, was ufed. On the 27th a cataplafm ;vas applied of lin-feed 
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meal and aqua vcgcto-mineralis. This treatment was pcrfilled in till about 
tlie middle of November. The inflammation went off, and the tefti- 
clc leemed much in the natural ftate. On December 19, I was applied to 
again ; it feemed to be growing hard, and decreafmg in fizc, much in the- 
fame manner as the other had done, which made him very unhappy. 1 
ordered him fome pills with calomel and tartar emetic, in hofics of increaf- 
ing the fccretion of the glands in general, and making fome change in the 
tcfticle. At firft this method feemed to be of fervice, but loon loft it’s 
effeifts, and the tefticlc began to decreafe juft as the other did.” Mr. Adair 
and Mr. Pott were confultcd with me, but nothing could be thought of 
that could give any hopes of fuccefs. I advifed him to try electricity, and 
to employ the parts in their natural ufes, as much as inclination led him, 
with a view of putting a ftop to the unnatural aCtions ; but all was to no 
purpofe, the tcfticle continued to decreafe till not a veftige tvas left. 

Cafe III, communicated by Dr. Cothom of Worcefter. 

“ A young man, aged fixtccn, was fuddenly feized witli great coldnefs and 
fliivcring, attended with frequent rigors. During this paroxj'fm which con- 
tinued three hours, his pulle was fmall and contraCfed, and fo exceedingly 
quick that the ftrokes of the artery were with difficulty Counted. This 
period was fuccccdcd by an intenfe heat, and a ftrong, hard, full pulfe, on 
which account he was copioufly bled ; a dofe of cooling phyfic was imme- 
diately adminiftered, and a clyfter thrown up to promote it’s more fpeedy 
effofts. In the evening the bleeding was repeated. All this day he com- 
plained of excruciating pain in his loins, and the fide of his belly defeending 
down into the ferotum. On examining the part affcCIed, I faw an appearance, 
of inflammation in the groin of the left fide, and a great tenfion about the 
ring of the abdominal mufclcs, with an enlargement of the tefticles. Thcfc 
parts were now ordered to be fomented with a difeutient fotus ftrongly im- 
pregnated with crude fal ammoniac, and to be bathed with fpiritus minde- 
reri, and fpiritus volat. aromat. before the application of each ftupe ; and 
he was diredled to take fix grains of the pulv. antimonialis, with fifteen 
grains of nitre every three hours j his food to be thin gruel, with fruit and 
lemon juice, and his drink barley-water with fugar and nitre. Notwith- 
ftanding this antiphlogiftic plan of frequent cooling phyfic, anodynes, three 
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emetics, and thirteen blood lettings, the fever continued, and the paiji, 
inflammation and tumor incrcafed till the eighth day, including tlie firft 
day of feizure ; when feeing no hope of dil'cuffing the tumor, the tefticle 
being nearly as large as a child’s head, I attempted by emollient fotufes, 
and maturating cataplafms, to bring it to fuppuration. On the joth, a 
fluctuation was perceptible ; and on the 12th, much more lb, the ferotum 
having then put on a livid appearance. I ufed every polTible argument 
for permiflion to open it, but he being now quite cafy would not admit 
it. On the 1 5th, the patient was again attacked with rigors, coldness 
and lluvering, fuccoeded by a great feverilh heat, which foon terminated 
in a prefufe fweat, yet no pain attended this paroxyfm. In the evening 
however the tumor was lb prominent that I was of opinion it would open 
fpontaneoufly before morning, when I hoped to obtain his confent to enlarge 
the aperture ; but this not happening, and all rcmonftrance and intreatiea 
relating to the necdlity of an incilion proving incfieftual, I contented myfelf 
with giving the bark with elixir of vitriol. From this time, after every 
fever paroxylin, the telliclc was obferved to decrcafe j not being permitted 
to make an incilion, and his llrength and appetite continuiag good, I began 
to entertain hopes of fuccefs without it, and advifed him to perflft in the 
ufe of the tonic and antifeptic plan, with the addition of llupes wet with 
the dccodtion of bark, to be conAantly applied ; by which means at the end 
of thirty days from the firft feizure the pus was totally abforbed. The 
tefticle then appeared to be of the fize of a hen’s egg, and was as hard as a 
fchirrus. I diredted it to be rubbed night and morning, with equal parts 
of the unguent, mercur. fort, and liniment, volat. camphorat. and ordered 
internally fome mercurial alteratives, with a decodtion of bark. By thele 
aids his night fweats, and every other difagreeable lymptom, gradually 
abated j he gathered ftrength, flelli and fpirits, very fall, and the difeafed 
tefticle went on conftantly decreafing, though very llowly, for near twelve 
months j at the expiration of which time there was no other appear- 
ance of it than a confufion of loofe fibres, obvious to the fixling, in the 
upper part of the ferotum. About a month ago the patient confented 
to my examining it. Of the tefticle there was not the leaft veftige, neither 
could I perceive the tunica vaginalis on that fide in the groin ; but upon 
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the os pubis, and a little under it, I could embrace with my fingers and 
thumb the chord, and diftinguifh the veflcls, which were without the leall 
degree of hardnefs or fchirrofity ; and if I prelled one in particular, 1 gave 
him exquifite pain for a moment. He is in perfect health, a (bong, robuR 
conRitution, and has fine healthy children ; the only change he perceived 
in the conRitution was a propenfity to grow fat, which neither temperance, 
jtor violent excrcife on horfeback, daily, with little reR, will prevent. 
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PAR T IV. 

. , * * : I • 

C H A P T E R I. 

• ' OF CHANCRE. 

\ > 

I Have been hitherto fpeahing of the effefts of this poilbn, when applied 
to a fecreting furface and without a cuticle, of the intention of nature 
in producing thefc cfTofis, and of all the confcqucnces, botli real and fuppo- 
icd:-I now! mean to explain it’s effe<fh when applied to a furface that is 
covered .with a common cudclc, as the common Ikin of the body, which on 
fuch a furface will be found to be very different from tbofe I have been 
deferibing. But I may be allowed here to remark, that the penis, the com- 
mon feat of a chancre, is like every part of the body liable to dilcafes of the 
ulcerative kind ; c and from fome circumHaiites, rather more fo than other 
parts ; for if attention is not paid to cleanlinefs, we have often excoriations, 
or fupcrficial ulcers, from that caufe ; allb, like almoll every other part that 
has been injured j thefc parts when once they have foficFed from the venereaf 
difeafe arc very liable to ulcerate anew. Since then this part is not exempted 
from the common, difoafes of the body, and i as every difeafe in this part is 
fufpeded to be venereal, great attention is to be paid in forming our judgment 
of ulcers'thcrc. i ' . ii. , ’ 1 

. Venereal’ ultxrs commorily have one character, which however' is hot 
entirely peculiar to them, for many fores that have no difpofition to heal,' 
which is the calc with, a chancre, havefo for the fame character. A chancre 
hasi conunonly a thickened bale, and although in fome the common in- 
flammation fpreads much further, yet the fpccific is confined to this bale. 
The future, or confequent ulcers, are commonly cafily difringuilhed fron» 
the original, or venereal, which will be deferibed hereafter. 
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It is an Invariable effecfl, that when any part of an animal is irritated to 
a certain degree, that it inflames and forms matter, the intention of which is 
to remove the irritating caufe. This procefs is eafily eile«5ted when it is on 
a furface whole nature is to fecrete ; but when on a fur£ice whole nature is 
not to fecrete, it then becomes more difficult, for another procefs muft be let 
up, which is ulceration. This is not only the cafe in common irritations, 
but alfo in fpcciiic irritations frtxn morbid poifons, as the venereal Hifea fr and 
fmallpox. The variolous matter, as well as the venereal, produces ulcers 
on the (kin ; but when it affects fecreting furfeces a difeafed fecretion is the 
confequence ; and this is different in dfficrent parts ; on the tongue, infide 
of the mouth, uvula and tonhls, the coagulablc lymph is thrown out in form 
of (loughs, fomewhat (imilar to the putrid fore throat ; but in the fences and 
all down the oefophagus, a thickifb fluid in appearance like matter is (ecreted. 
When the irritation is applied to a furfece whofe cuticle is thin, ' and where 
there is a f^retian naturally, as the glans penis, or infide of the prepuce, 
there it fometimes only irritates, fo as to produce a difeafed fecretion, as was 
deferibed j but this is not always the eflcA of fuch irritadon on fuch furfeces, 
they are often irritated to ulceradon, producing a chancre. 

The poifon has in general either no difpofition or not fuffident powers to 
blifter or excoriate the common fkin, for if it did the fymptoms moft probably 
would be at firft nearly the feme if nbt exadUy fo with a gonorrhoea ; that 
is a difeharge of matter from a furface without a cudcle newly inflamed { 
for it is reafonablc to fuppofe, that the poifon wouid produce on that exco- 
riated furface a (ecretion of matter, which would be at firft a gonorrhrea, 
and which very probably would afterwards fell into the fecond mode of 
adion or ulceration, and then become a chancre. 

There are three ways in which chancres are produced. Firft, by the 
poifon being inferted into a wound. Secondly,’ by being applied 'to a non- 
lixmeting furface i and thirdly, by being applied to a common fore. To 
whichever of thefe three difldent futfiiccs it is applied, the pus produces it’s 
fpecific inflammation and ukeration, attended with a fecretion of pus. The 
matter produced in confequence of thofe diflerent modes of application is of 
the (ame nature with the matter applied, becaufe the irritations are the fame 
in both. . . 1 -i; » : : ' 
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The poiroa much more readily conuininates if it is applied to a frefli 
wound, than to an ulcer, in this rclcmbling the inoculation of the finallpox. 
Whether there are any parts of the Ikin, or any other part of the body, more 
fufccptibic of this irritation than others in confcqucncc of local application 
is not yet alcertained. 

This form of the difeafe, like the firft, or gonorrhoea, is generally caught 
on the parts of generation, in confcqucncc of a connedlion between the fexes ; 
but any part of the body may be affedted by the application of venereal 
matter, efpecially if the cuticle is thin. 

I have fecn a chancre on the prolabium, as broad as a lixpence, caught 
the perfon did not know how.* The penis, and particularly the prepuce, 
being the parts moR commonly afiedbed by this form of the difeafe, are lb 
conllruCbed as to fulFcr much from it, efpecially when they are very fufeep- 
tible of fuch irritation ; for the conftrudtion alone produces many inconve- 
niences, bchdes coniiderable pain, while under the difeafe, and in general 
retards the cure. 

The chancre is not fo frequent an effodl of the poilbn as the gonorrhoea ; 
and I think very gcKxl realbns may be alllgned for it, although there are 
more modes than one of catching it, as I juft now mentioned ; but the parts 
in two of them, to wit, the wound, and the fore, are. feldom in the way of 
being infedted; therefore when it is caught it is commonly by the fame 
mode of application with that of the gonorrhoea ; but as the cuticle cannot 
be aftcdled by this poifon, this covering adling as a guard to the cutis, it is 
often prevented from coming in contadt with it ; and indeed it is almoft 
furpriling that the cutis Ihould ever be afiedled by it, where it has fuch a 
covering, excepting about the glans, the inlide of the prepuce, or other parts 
of the body, where this covering is thin. The proportion the cafes of go- 
norrh(£a bear to thofe of chancre is as four or live to one. 

When it is caught in men, it is generally upon the frsenum, glans penis, 
prepuce, or upon the common Ikin of the body of the penis ; and Ibmetimes 
on the forepart of the ferotumj but I think moft frequently on the fiaenum, 

* That (his fore was a chancre I made no doubt, for bcfidcs it's difeafod appearance, he had a 
buboe forming in one of the glands under the lower jaw, on the fome fide. 

It is moft probable that he caught it by his own Angers being the conveyers. 
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and in the angle between the penis, and glans. It’s aDefting theie parts 
aril^ from the manner in which it is caught, and not from any fpecific 
tendency thefe parts have tt> catch it more than others ; and it’s affedfing the 
frsenum, &c. more frequently than the other parts of the penis arifes from 
the external form of this part, which is irregular, and allows the venereal 
matter to lie undifturbed in the chinks j by which means it has time to irri- 
tate, and inflame the parts, and to produce the fuppuradve, and ulcerative 
inflammation in them. But as this matter is eaflly rubbed off from promin- 
ent parts, by every thing that touches them, it is a reafon why fuch parts in 
general fo often efcape this difcale. 

The diftance of time between it’s application, and it’s effedls, upon the 
part is uncertain ; but upon the whole it is rather longer of appearing than the 
gonorrhoea; however this depends in fome meafure on the nature of the parts 
afllnfted. If it be the fraenum, or the terminatbn of the prepuce into the 
glans that is aficdted, the difeafe will in general appear earlier ; thefe parts 
being more eafily affedted than either the glans, common fkin of the penis, 
or ferotum ; for in fome cafes where both the glans and prepuce were con- 
taminated from the fame contamination, it has appeared earlier on the 
prepuce. 

I have known cafes where the chancres have appeared twenty-four hours 
after the application of the matter, and I have known them fcven wcek^. 
A remarkable cafe of this kind was in a gentleman who had not touched a 
woman for feven weeks, when a chancre appeared, which was very probably 
the reafon of the poifon contaminating at all, for it is probable, the having 
connedUon with another woman might have proved a prevention, by freeing 
the parts from the venereal matter. That this was a venereal chancre was 
proved, by his having had the lues venerea from it, and being under a ne- 
ceflity of taking mercury. An officer in the army had a chancre broke out 
upon him two months after he had had any connedlbn with a woman. 
After the laft conncdlion he marched above an hundred miles, the chancre 
broke out, and only gave way to mercury. 

This, like moll other inflammations which terminate in ulcers, begins 
firft with an itching in the part ; if it is the glans that is inflamed, generally 
a linall pimple appears foil of matter, without much hardnefs, or feeming 
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inflammation, and with very little tumefa(flion, the glans not being fo readily 
tumefied from inflammation as many parts are, efpecially the prepuce j nor 
arc the chancres attended with fo much pain or inconvenience, as thofc on 
the prepuce ; but if upon the firxnum, and more efpecially the prepuce, an 
inflammation more confiderable than the former foon follows, or at leail the 
effeds of the inflammation are more extenfive and vifible. Thofc parts being 
compofed of very loofe cellular membrane, aftbrd a ready paflage for the 
extravafated juices j continued fympathy alfo more readily takes place in 
them. The itching is gradually changed to pain ; the furfacc of the prepuce 
is in fome cafes excoriated, and afterwards ulcerates : in others a finall 
pimple, or abfeefs appears, as on the glans, which forms an ulcer. A 
thickening of the part comes on, which at firfl:, and while of the true vcnc> 
real kind, is very circumferibed, not diflfufing itielf gradually and imper- 
ceptibly into the fiirtounding parts, but terminating rather abruptly. It’s 
bafe is hard, and the edges a little prominent. When it begins on the 
firxnum, or near it, that part is very commonly wholly deftroyed, or a hole 
is often ulcerated through it, which proves rather inconvenient in the cure, 
and in general it had better in fuch cafes, be divided at firfl. 

If the venereal poifbn fhould be applied to the ikin, where the cuticle is 
more denle than that of the glans penis, or frxnum, fuch as that upon the 
body of the penis, or forepart of the ferotum j parts which arc very much 
expofed to the application of this nutter, then it generally appears firfl in a 
pimple, which is commonly allowed to fcab, owing to it’s being expofed to 
evaporation. This fcab is generally rubbed oflf, or pufhed off, and one larger 
than the firfl forms. I think there is lefs inflammation attending thefc lafl 
than thofe on the frxnum and prepuce, but more than thofc upon the glans. 

When the difeafe is allowed to goon, fo as to partake of the inflammation 
peculiar to the habit, it becomes in many inflanccs more diflufed, and is often 
carried fo for, as to produce difogiecablc fymptoms, as phymofis, and 
fometimes paraphymofis; greatly retarding the cure; but ftill there is a 
hardnefs peculiar to this poifbn, furrounding the fores, efpecially thofc 
upon the prepuce. 

When thefc ulcers are forming, and after they are formed, or in the flate 
of inflammation, it is no uncommon thing for the urethra to fympathifc 
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with them, and give a tickling pain, cfpeclally in making water ; but whe- 
ther there is ever a difeharge in the urethra from fuch a caufc I will not 
determine ; but if a difeharge never takes place but when the difcalc really 
attacks the urethra, it would make us fuppofe that this fympthy is not 
really inflammatory ; or if it is carried &> far as to produce inflammation, 
yet that it is not of the fjjccific kind. However it is poflible in thofe cafes 
where there is a gonorrhoea preceded by a chancre, that this gonorrhoea may 
arife from fympathy, and is not a difeale proceeding from the original con- 
tamination, nor from the matter of the chancre. That the loiladon in the 
urethra, in thofe inftances where there is no difeharge, is from lympatliy, 
and not from the urethra being attacked with the difeafe at the time that 
the matter laid the ground-work for the chancre, is evident from the fol- 
lowing obfervation. I have feen it happen more than once, when the feat 
of the chancre had broke out a fccond time, and where no new or frdh 
infoftion had been caught, that the patient complained of the fame tickling 
and (light pain in the urethra before any difeharge had taken place in tlie 
beginning ulcerations. From the fame connetdion of parts I have (een a 
chancre coming upon the glans ablblutely cure both a gleet and an irritation 
all along the paffage of the urethra. So great was the previous irritation in 
this cafe, that I fufpedted a ftri<51urc ; but on palling a bougie found none. 

In confequence of the urethra (yrapathifing with the chancre, the tcfticles 
and ferotom will further fympathife with the urethra, and become afleded. 
I have feen this fympthy extend over the whole pubes, and fo ftrong that 
touching the hairs gently on the pubes has given difagreeable (enfations, and 
even pain. 

In fpeaking of the local, or immediate effeds of the venereal difeale, I 
mentioned that they were feldom wholly fpccific, and that they partook both 
of die fpecific and the conflitutional inflammation ; and therefore it is always 
very necclTary to pay fome attention to the manner in which chancres firfl 
appear, and alfo to their progrefs ; for they often explain the nature of the 
conflitution at the time. If the inflammation fpreads fall, and confiderably, 
it Ihows a conflitudon more difpofed to inflammadon than natural. If the 
pain is great it (hows a firong difpofidon for irritadon. It alfo fometimes 
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happens tfiat thqr begin vety early to form floughs ; when this is the cafe 
they have a ftrong tendency to mortification. 

Theie additional Tymptoms mark the conftitution and direfl the future 
mode of treatment. 

Where there is a confiderable lofs of fubftance, either from Houghing or 
ulceration, a prOfule bleeding is no uncommon circumftance, more efpe- 
cially if the ulcer is on the glans ; for it would appear that the adhdlve 
inflammation docs not fufliciently take place there to unite the veins of the 
glans lb as to prevent their cavity from being expofod. and the blood is 
allowed to dcape irom what is called the corpus fpongiofum urethrae. The 
ulcers, or flooghs, often go as deep as the corpus cavernofum penis, where 
the lame thing happens. 



I. OF THE PHYMOSIS AND PARAPHYMOSIS. 

These difealcs arife from a thickening of the cellular membrane of the 
prepuce, in conlcqucncc of an irritation capable of producing confiderable 
and diffulcd inflammation, which when it docs happen is generally in con- 
iequcncc of a chancre in this part. This irritation however, and inflamma- 
tion fometimes attacks the prepuce, even when the dileaic is in the form 
of what 1 fufpefl to be a gonorrhtta of die glands and prepuce,* fometimes 
even in the common gonorrhoea, but moft frequently of all from a chancre 
in the prepuce. When this difeafe or tumefaftion takes place in confcquence 
of a chancre, I fufpe£l that there is an irritable difpofidon in the habit ; for 
it is plain there is more than thefpecific action, the inflammation extending 
beyond the fpecific diftance. 

It may be obferved here, that die prepuce is no more than a doubling of 
the Ikin of the penis when not credlod, for then it becomes too large for 
the penis, by which provificMi the glans is covered and preferved when not 
necefl'ary to be ufed, whereby it’s feelings are probably more acute. When 
the penis becomes ereft it in general fills the whole Ikin, by wliich the 

• Sffe page 41, where this gonorrheea is mentioned. 
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doubling forming jbe prepuce in the non-ere£t Rate is unfolded, and is em- 
ployed in covering the body of the penis. 

The difeafes called phymofis and paraphymolis, being a thickening of the 
cellular membrane of this part, they will commonly be in proportion to the 
inflamimtion and dilfenfibility of the cellular membrane of the part. The 
indammation often runs high, and is frequently of the crilypelatous kind j 
bcfides, in fuch parts where the cellular membrane is fo very loofc, the tu- 
mefadtion is confiderable, the end of the prepuce being a depending part the 
ferum is accumulated in it, which in many inflammations is allowed to 
pafs from the inflamed to fome more depending part, as in an inflammation 
of the leg or thigh, where the foot commonly fwells or becomes a-dematous 
in confequence of the defeent of the Icrum extrav.afated above. 

A natural contradUon of the aperture of the prepuce is very common, and 
fo ftrong in fome, that thofe under fuch conftrudlion of parts have a natu- 
ral and conAant phymofls. Such a Rate of parts is often attended with 
chancres', producing very great inconveniences in the time of the cure, and 
in thofe cafes of confiderable difiufcd inflammation, a difeafed phymofis 
fimilar to the other is unavoidably the cafe ; and whether difealed or natural 
it may produce the paraphymofis Amply by the prepuce being brought back 
upon the penis ; for this tight part adling as a ligature round the body of 
the penis, behind the glans, retards the circulation beyond the ligature, 
producing an (edematous inflammation on the inverted part of tlie prepuce. 
When the paraphymofis takes place in confequence of a natural tightnefs 
only, although attended with chancres, yet it has nothing to do with the con- 
Aitution, this being only accidental j however, in cither cafe, a paraphymolis 
is to be confidercd as in Ibme degree a Itxral violence. 

This natural phymofis is fo confiderable in fome children as not to allow 
the urine to pafs with cafe, but in general becomes larger and larger, as 
boys grow up, by frequent endeavouring to bring it over the glans, which 
effect often prevents the bad confequences that would otherways enfuc in it 
when afleiAed with dil^fe. 

This part of the prepuce, although in moA men it is loolc enough to 
pr<xlu(x no inconvenience in a natural Aate, yet it fometimes contradts with- 
out any vifible caufc whatever, and becomes fo narrow as to hinder the 
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water from getting out, even after it has got free .of the urethra, fo that the 
whole cavity of the prepuce fliall be filled with the urine, giving great pain, 
The cafes that I have feen of this kind Iiave been principally in old men. 

When the prepuce is in it’s natural pofition it then covers entirely the 
glans, and is commonly a little loofe before it ; but when it begins to 
Iwcll and thicken, more and more of the Ikin of the penis is drawn forwards 
over the glans, and the glans at the lame time is pufhed backwards by the 
fwclling againft it’s end. I have feen the prepuce projeifling from fuch 
a caufc more than three inches beyond the glans, and it’s aperture much 
dimlnilhed. • 

It often becomes in fome degree inverted by the inner flein yielding 
more than the outer, having a kind of neck where the outer ikin na- 
turally terminates. From the tightnefs and diflenfion of the parts in a 
date of tumefaction it becomes impwllible to bring it back over the penis, 
fo as to invert it, and expofe the fores on the infide. 

Such a date of the prepuce is very often productive of bad confequcnccs, 
efpecially when the chancres are behind the glans, for the glans being between 
the orifice of the prepuce and the fores, it there fills up the whole cavity of 
the prepuce, between the chancres and opening, and often fo tightly that the 
matter from the fores behind cannot get a pafi’age forwards between the glans 
and prepuce, by which means there is an accumulation of matter behind the 
corona glandis, forming an abfeefs which produces ulceration upon the in- 
fide of the prepuce ; this abfeefs opens externally, and the glans often 
protruding through the opening throws die whole prepuce to the oppofitc 
fide, the penis appearing to have two terminations. 

On the other hand, if the prepuce is loofe, wide, and is cither accudomed 
to be kept back in it’s found date, or is pulled back to drefs the chancres, 
and is allowed to remain in this fituation till the above tumefaction takes 
place, then it is called a paraphymofis j or if the prepuce is pulled forcibly 
back after it is fwcllcd, it is then brought from the date of a phymofis, as 
beforedeferibed, to that of a paraphymofis. 

This laddcfcribed fituation of the prepuce is often much more trouble- 
fome, and often attended with worfe fymptoms than the former, efpecially if 
it diould have been changed from a phymofis to a paraphymofis. TJie 
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reafon of which is, that the aperture of the prqiuce is naturally lefs daRic 
than either the internal inverted part, or the external Ikin ; therefore when 
the prepuce is pulled back upon the body of the penis that part grafps it 
tighter than any other part of the fttin of the penis, and more fo in profwrtion 
to the inflammation j the confequence of which is, the fwclling of the 
prepuce is divided into t\vo, one fwelling clofe to the glans, die other behind 
the ftrifturc or neck. This ftridturc is often fo great as to interrupt the free 
circulation of the blood beyond it,’ tvhich alfo alliAs in incrcaling the fwell- 
ing, adds to the ftri<flurc, and often produces a mortification of the prepuce 
itfelf, by which means the whole difeal^ part, together witii the RiitRure, 
is fometimes removed, fonning what may be called a natural cure.* 

In many cafes the inflammation not only affuifts the flein of the penis, in 
which is included the prepuce, but it attacks the body of the penis itfelf, 
often producing adhefions, and even mortification in the cells of the corpus 
cavemolum, eitlier of which will deftroy tlie diflenfibility of that part ever 
after, giving the penis a curve to that fide in it’s creftions. Tliis fometimes 
takes place through the whole cellular fubftance of the penis, producing a 
fhort and almoft inflexible flump. 

The adhefions of thofe cells arc not confined to the venereal imflamma- 
tion as a caufe ; we fometimes fee tlicm taking place without any vifiblc caufo 
whatever, and often in conlequcnce of other difoafes. 

A gentleman, fixty years of age, who has been lame with the gout thefo 
twenty years part, but has for thefo eighteen months had the penis con- 
tradted on the left and upper fide, fo as to bend that way, very confiderably 
in credlions, wliich credtions arc more frequent than common. 

Querc : Is the gout the caufe of tliis, by producing adhefions of the cells 
of one corpus cavemofum, lb as not to yield to, or allow of the influx of 
blood on that fide ? And is the irritation of the gout the caufo, of the 
frequency of the eredtions ? 



• A young m.m cams into St. George’s Hofpital, with a paraphymofis in conlequcncc of 
chancres on the infidc of the prepuce. AJl the parts before the ftrifture formed by the prepuce 
mortified and dropped oft'. I ordered nothing to be done but to drefe it with common dreflings 
and it healed very readily, and he left the Hofpital cured of the local complaint. Whether or not 
abfurption had taken place, previous to the mortification, I do not know, as I never heard more 
of him. 
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OF CHANCRE IN WOMEN/ 

W OMEN arc fubjoft to chartcrcs, but from the fimplicity of the parts 
the complaint is often lefs complicated than in men. For in this 
fex we have only die difeafe and conftitutional affection, no inconvenience 
arifing from the formation of the parts. 

When the matter is introduced into the vagina or urethra, it there irritates 
a feercting furface, as has been deferibed when treating of the difealc in 
general, and of women in particular ; but when it is lodged in the infide of 
the ikin of the labia, nympha;, dec. fimilar to the glans penis, they are often 
only affedted with gonorrhoea ; but like the parts In meh they are alfo 
capble of ulceration ; thefe ulcerations are generally more numerous in 
women, bccaufc the furface upon which they can form is much larger. We 
find them on the edge of the labia, fometimes on the outHde, and even on 
the perinaeum. 

Thefe ulcers that arc formed on the infide of the labia, nymphe, &c. are 
never allowed to dry or fcabj but thofc on the outlide of the labia:, &c. arc 
fubjedt to have the matter dry upon them, which forms a fcab, fimilar to 
thole on the body of the penis or ferotum. 

The venereal matter from fuch fores it very apt to run down the perinseuni 
to the anus, as in a gonorrhoea, and excoriate the parts, efpecially about the 
anus where the fkin is thin, often producing chancres in thofe parts. 

Chancres have been obferved in the vagina, which I fufpedt not to have 
been original ones, but to have arifen from the fpreading of the ulcers on the 
infide of the labia. 

This form of the difeafe like the gonorrhoea, both in women and in m^ 
is entirely local, the conflitution having no connedtion with it but fympa- 
thetically, and I believe much more fcldom in this than in the fonner. 
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CHAPTER III. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE TREATMENT 
OF CHANCRES. 

T he inflammation from the venereal poiTon when it produces ulcera- 
tion generally if not always continues till cured by art, which I 
obferved was not the cafe with the gonorrhoza. It will perhaps not be an 
eafy talk to account for this material diflerence in the tv^o kinds of difeafe j 
but I am inclined to think that as the inflammation in the chancre Ipreads, 
it is always attacking new ground, which is a fucceflion of irritations, and is 
the caufe that it does not cure itfelf. 

Chancres, as well as the gonorrhoea, are perhaps feldom or never wholly 
venereal ; but are varied by certain peculiarities of the conflitution at the 
time. The treatment therefore of them, both local and coniHtutional, will 
admit of great variety j and it is upon the knowledge of this variety, that the 
{kill of the furgeon principally depends. On this account the concomitant 
fymptoms are what require particular attention. Mercury is the cure of 
the venereal fymptoms abftradledly confidered ; but there is no one fpccific 
for the others, the treatment of which muft vary according to the confli- 
tution. From hence we mull fee that no one kind of medicine joined with 
mercury . will be likely to fucceed in all cafes, although the difleient 
pretended Iccrets are of this kind. Some calcs not requiring anything except 
mercury, others requiring a fomething belides, according to their nature, 
wbi^h in many calcs it will not be an ©afy matter to find out, from the ap- 
pearances of the chancre itfelf, but which mull be difeovered by repeated 
trials. ' , : 

Probably fix>m the beforementioned circunillances it is, that a chancre is 
in common longer in healing than moll of the local efledls from the conlli- 
tutional difeafe, or lues venerea ; at Icall longer than thole in the firll order 
. . ' of 
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of parts : and this is found to be the caic notwithftandlng that the cure of a 
chancre may be attempted both conftitutionally, and locally, while the lues 
venerea can in common only be cured conftitutionally. It is commonly 
fbme time before a chancre appears to be affected by the medicine. The 
circulation (hall be loaded with mercury for three, four, or more weeks 
before a chancre (hall begin to feparate it’s difeharge from it’s furface, fo as 
to look red, and (how the living furface ; but when once it does change, it’s 
progrefs towards healing is more rapid. A lues venerea (hall in many cafes ‘ 
be pcrfc(5Uy cured before chancres have made the lead change. 

, Upon the fame principle fome attention (hould be paid to internal medi- 
cines; and it (hould be confidered, whether weakening, flrengthening, or 
quieting medicines (hould be given ; for fomedmes one kind, fometimes 
another, will be proper. 

Chancres admit of two modes of treatment ; the objedl of one, is to de- 
ftroy, or remove them by means of efcharotics, or by extirpation ; that of 
the other, is to overcome the venereal irritation by means of the fpecific 
remedy for that poifon. 

1 have endeavoured to fhow that chancres are local complaints; this 
opinion is further confirmed by their being deflroyed or cured by merely a 
local treatment. But in chancres, as well as in a gonorrhoea, it has been 
difputed whether mercury (hould ever be applied locally to them or not ; 
fome having objected to it, while others have praddibd it, and probably the 
difpute is not yet generally fettled. 

Upon the general idea I have endeavoured to give of the venereal difeafe, 
it can be no difficult tafk to detennine this queflion. 

It is to be obferved that in the cure of chancres we have two points in view, 
the cure of the chancre itfelf, and the prevention of a contamination of the 
conflitution. 

The firft, or the cure of the chancre, is to be efieded by mercury applied 
either in external dreffings, or internally through the circulation, or in both 
wa)"s. The fecond objedl, or prefervation of the conflitution from contam- 
ination is to be obtained, firft by fhortening the duration of the chancre, 
which fliortens the time of abfbrption, and allb by internal medicine, which 
muft be in proportion to the time that the abforption mav have been going on. 

■ • ' If 
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If the power of a chancre to contaminate the conftitution, or which is 
the fame thing, if the quantity abforbed is as the fize of the chancre, and 
the time of abforption, which moft probably it is, then whatever fhortens 
the time muft diminifli that power, or quantity abforbed ; and if the quan> 
tity of mercury ncccflary to preferve the conditution is as the quantity of 
poifon abforbed, then whatever leffens the quantity abforbed muft propor- 
tionally preferve the conftitution. For inftance, if the power of a chancre 
to contaminate the conftitution in four weeks is equal to four, and the 
quantity of mercury necelTary to be given internally, both for the cure of 
the chancre and the prefervation of the conftitution, is alfo equal to four, 
then whatever ftiortens the duration of the chancre muft lefTen in the fame 
proportion the quantity of the mercury; therefore if local applications along 
with the internal ule of mercury will cure the chancre in three weeks, then 
only three-fourths of the mercury is necefl'arily wanted internally. Local 
applications therefore, fo far as they tend to (horten the duration of a chan- 
cre, fliorten the duration of abforption, which alfo ftiortens the neceflity of 
the continuance of an internal courle of mercury, all in the fame propor- 
tion. For example, if four ounces of mercurial ointment will cure a chancre 
and preferve the conftitution in four weeks, three ounces will be fuftkien^ 
to preferve the conftitution if the cure of the chancre can be by any other 
means forwarded fo as to be eflWled in three weeks. This is not fpeculation, 
but the refult of experience, and the deftnnftion of chancres confiims it., 



I. OF THE DESTRUCTION OF A CHANCRE. 

The fimpleft method of treating a chancre is by deftroying or extirpating 
it, whereby it is reduced to the ftate of a common fore or wound, and heals 
up as fuch. This only can be done on the firft appearance of the chancre, 
when the furrounding parts arc not as yet contaminated ; becaule it is 
abfolutely necclfary that the whole diieafed part ftiould be removed, which 
is done with difficulty when it has fpread confiderably. It may be done 
either by incifion or by cauftic. If the chancre appears upon the glans, 
touching it with the lunar cauftic is preferable tu incifion, becaufe the 
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haemorrhage by fuch a mode would be confiderable, from the cells of the 
gbns. 

The common lehfation'of the glans is not very acute, therefore the cauftic 
will give but little pain. The cauftic to be ufcd Hiould be pointed at the 
end liice a pencil, that it may only touch thole parts that are really dileil^ i 
this treatment Ihould be continued till the furface of the fore looks red 
and healthy after having thrown off the laft floughs ; after it has arrived at 
this Hate it will be found to heal like any other fore produced from a cauftic. 

If the fore is upon the prepuce, or upon the common Ikin of the penis, 
and in it's incipient ftate, the lame pradlicc may be followed with fuccefst 
but if it has fpread confiderably it is then out of the power of the cauftic, 
when only applied in this flow maimer, to go fo deep as to keep pace with 
the increafing fore; but it is very probable that the lapis lepticus may 
anfwer very well in fuch calcs. When this cannot be conveniently ufed, 
inciflon will anfwer the purpole eftedhially. 

I have difle^ied a chancre out, and the fore has healed up without any 
other treatment but conunon drefllngs. 

However, as our knowledge of the extent of the difeafo is not always 
certain ; and as this uncertainty increafes as the lize of the chancre, it 
becomes necefliuy in forae degree to alTift the cure by proper drefllngs, and 
therefore it may be prudent to drefs the fore with mercurial ointment. 

From fuch treatment there is but little danger of the conftitution being 
infeded, efpecially if the chancre has been deftroyed almoft immediately 
upon it’s appearance, as we may then reafonably fu{^lc there has not 
been time for abforption. 

But as it muft be in moft cafes uncertain whether there has been abforp- 
tion or not, this prance is not always to be trufted to ; and from that 
circumftance perhaps never Ihould ; and therefore even in thofe cafes where 
the chancre has been removed almoft immediately, it would be prudent to 
give fome mercury internally ; the quantity Ihould be proportioned to the 
time and progrefs of the fore ; but if it has Ipread to a conUderable flze 
before extirpation, then mercury is abfolutely necefliuy, and perhaps not a 
great deal is gained by the extirpation. - “ 
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il. OF THE CURE OF CHANCRES—LOCAL APPLICATIONS, 

■ . ■ ' ’’ . . / ' ^ 

The cure of a chancre is a different thing from it’s deftrudHon, and con- 

fifts in dcftroying it's venereal difpofition and a<ftion, and then the parts 
heal of courfc as far as they are venereal. 

Chancres may be cured in two different ways, either by external applies 
tions or internal applications through the, circulation. I'he. fame medicine 
is neceff.iry for both thefe purpofes, that is mercury. • . . • ' ' • ; 

I have fhown that a gonorrhoea and a cliancre have fo far the fame 
difpofition as to form the fame kind of matter ; yet I have alfo obfen'ed 
that mercury has no more power in' curing the gonorr|ia*al than any other 
m«rdicihe; and therefore it might be fuppofed -that mercury .would liavc no 
effedt in the prefent complaint ; but we £nd that in a chancre it is a fpecilic, 
and will cure every one that is truly venereal ; but as other difpblitions take 
place fo other alfiflance is often necefl'ary, as will be taken notice of. in the 
h i dory of the cure. > J- 

The adtion of this medicine muft be the fame in wrhatever way it is given, 
for it's adtion muff be upon the vclfels of the part, in one way adling only 
externally, in the other internally.* • 

For external local applications, mercurial ointments are the common 
dreflings j 'but if ’ the mercury were joined with.watry fubflanccs inflead of 
oily, by mixing with’the matter the application would be continued longer 
to the fore, and would prove more elftdlual. This is an advantage that 
poultices ha.ve over common drelfmgs. I have often ufed mercury rubbed 
down, with fome .conferve in the room of aniointment, and it has anfwercd 

. ' r. • . . . , . . ' . . , 

•j ^ '•'- ** - • « • • • ' * 

• 'rhi?. U well Uluftratcd by the application of fome ractliciiics locally to jurfs whofc asTUons 
arc immciliarc ami vifihlc; ami bv throwing the fame medicine into the conditutton the lame 
immediate and viriblc eftc«5t is 'produced ; for inftance, if ten grains of ipecacuanha Is ihroVvii 
into the fl<imach of n dog, it will in a (hort time make it vomit, from it** local apidications to 
that vifeus,; .and if n fqiution of five grains is thrown into a vein, it will produce vomiting before 
wc can conceive it to have got to the vefU.*ls of the llptnach. ^ 'X he time cilwib arc produced 
from an infufum of jalap thrown into the veins Utat are commonly produced when taken into Uic 
Aomach ami bowels. 

* - • ' ■ extremely 
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extremely well. Calomel uled in the fame way, anil alfo the other prepa- 
tions of mercury mixed with mucilage or with honey anfwers the fame 
purpole. Such dredings will efFeft a cure in cafes that are truly venereal ; 
but perhaps we fcldom have a conftitution lb free from any tendency to foiiic 
difeafe as to be capable of taking on the venereal aiflion fimply by itfclf. 

Some will take on an indolent difpolition, to counteraiS which the adlions 
fhould be increafed by joining with the mercury Ibmc warm balfam in a 
fmall proportion, or as much red precipitate as will only ftimulate without 
adtlng as an efcharotic ; and fometimes both may be necefl'ary. 

‘ Calomel mixed with fome falve, or any other fubftance which will fufpend 
it, is more afllvc than common mercurial ointment, and in fuch cafes as 
require ftimulating applications it will anfwer better. 

. Many other applications arc recommended, fuch as folutions of blue 
vitrioU verdigreafe, calomel, with the fpiritus nitri dulcis, and many others. 
> But as all of thefe are only of fervicc in remedying any peculiar difpofi- 
tion of the parts, having no fpecific power on the true venereal adlion j and 
as fudi difpofitions are innumerable, it becomes almoft impolfible to fay 
what will cure every difpofition ; fome will anfwer in one date of the lores, 
Ibttie' ill another. It may be foiuid oftentitnes that the parts afFedled are 
extremely irritable ; in fuch cafes it will be necclVary to mix the mercury 
with opium, or perhaps preparations of lead, as white or red lead, to diminilli 
the adtioh of the parts. 

The oftner the drcffings are Ihifted the better, as the matter from the 
fore feparates the application from the difealed parts, by which means the 
eft’cids ate loft or diminilhed. Three times every day in many cafes is not 
oftner than necelTary, cfpccially if the dreflings arc of the uniftuous kind, 
for they do not mix like’ watry ‘dreirings with the matter, lb as to impart 
fome of their virtues to it, which would in a proportional degree afteft the 
Ibrp. ' • ‘ • ' • 

Chancres after having their I'cncrcal taint corrected often become fta- 
tionary, and having acquired new difpofitions incrcafe the quantity of 
dileafe in the part, as will be taken notice of hereafter. When they be- 
come ftationary only they may often he cured by touching them llightly 
with the lu.nar caulhc. They feem to require that the furfacc which had 

been 
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been contaminated, or the new flefh which grew upon that Airface ihould 
be cither dellroycd or altered before it can cicatrife ; and it is furpriTing often 
how fad they will heal after being touched, and probably once or twice 
may be fufflcient. , 

. * f ' » 

III. OF THE TREATMENT OF PHYMOSIS IN CONSEQUENCE 
OF, OR ATTENDED WITH CHANCRE. 

From the hiilory which I have given of the difoafe we mud fee that a 
phymofis may be of two kinds, one natural with the difoafe fuperadded, the 
other brought on by difeafo. The fird may be increafod by the difoafe j 
but if otherways it is not fo troublefome as the other. Such as arifo from 
the difoafe I have obforved depend upon the peculiarity of the conditution. 
In cither cafo it is often not pradticable to apply drcflings to the chancres 
on the indde of the prepuce. 

A phymofis diould be prevented if pofTible, therefore upon the lead figns 
of a thickening of the prepuce, which is known by it’s being retraded with 
difficulty and pain, the patient fhould be kept quiet ; if in bed fo much the 
better, as in an horizontal polition the end of the penis will not be fo 
depending, but may be kept up. If lying in bed cannot be complied with, 
then the end of the penis (hould be kept up to the belly if poffible, but 
this can hardly be done when the perfon is obliged to walk about j for the 
extravafated fluids defeending and remaining in the prepuce, contribute often 
more to render the prepuce incapable of being drawn back than the inflam- 
mation itfolf. 

When the difoafod phymofis completely takes place the fame precautions 
may be followed ; but as the fores cannot be dreffed in the common way, 
we muft have recourfo either to drcflings in form of injedions, or the ope- 
ration for the phymofis. If injedions only the^ fhould be often repeated, 
as they arc only temporary applications. 

The drcflings in form of injedions fhould be mercurial, cither crude 
mercury rubbed down with a thick folution of gum arabic, which will aflifl 
in retaining fomc of the injedion between the glans and prepuce ; or calomel 

with 
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with the fame, with a proportion of opium. In the proportions of thefe 
DO nicety is required ; but if a folutibn of corrolivc fublimatc is made ufe of 
as an injection, fome attention is to be paid to it's ftrength. About one 
grain of this to an ounce of water will be as much as the fcnlation of the 
part will allow the patient to bear ; and if this gives too much pain it may 
be lowered by adding more water. ' 

After tlie parts are as well cleaned as poffible with this injctfb'on, it will 
be nccelTary to introduce other mercurial applications of fome kind to remain 
there till the parts want cleaning again, which w'ill be very loon ; fuch as 
are mentioned before will anfwcr this purpwle very wdl ; but I have my 
doubts abput the propriety of ufing any irritating medicines or injedHons in 
fuch cafes. ' < '>• \ ■ ■ •' - 

Every time of making water the patient may waih the parts, 1^ preffing 
the pridcc of the prepuce together, lb as' to oblige 'the water to run back 
between /the prepuce and glans ; immediately after diis the patient Ihould 
ulc the mercurial applications, mherways th^ operation of walhing may do 
harm, as it will be walhing away the former application of mercury ; but 
in many cafes the parts are ib fore as not to allow of this pra<flicc. > 

' A poultice of linfeedmeal alone, or of equal parts of this and bread,' 
OiDuld be applied. ; This poultioe is to be made with \vater, to which one- 
eighth of laudanum has been added. But previous to this; and immediately 
after the cleaning, it would ibe very proper to let the penis hang over the 
Ream of hot water, wlith a little vinegar and fpirits of wine in it, which is 
the ncateft way of applying fdmentations. ' . 

The oftner this is praftifed the better, as it is 4ceeping a mercurial appdi- 
catibn in contaA with the diicaied parts a greater number of the hours but 
bf the twenty-fbur, than otherways could be were the matter allowed to lie 
on the parts. i ■ - 

. . When to the aboventeiltioned lymptoms a' bleeding of the chancre is 
added, 1 do not know a more troublefome complaint, becaulb here the cells 
Or veins have no great difpohtibn for contraflion.* Oil bf turpentine" gives 

, 

* I fufpein that where chancres bleed pro/WcIy, the blood comes either from the glans, whea 
there arc chancres there, or from the f|iongy fubflaiicc of the urethra where the chancre has 
. - 3 O begun 




. OF CHANCRE. 



*34 

the bell ftiniulns for the contradlion of vcflels of all kinds j but when: bleed- 
ing arilcs from an irritable adlion of the velTels, which is fometimes die 
cafe, then fedatives, fuch as opium, are the bell applications. Whatever is 
ufed in fuch a date of the prepuce muft be injected into the part. 

When in confequence of the treatment the inflammation begins to go off, 
and the chancres to heal, it will be neceffary to move the prepuce upon the 
glans as much as they will allow of, to prevent adhelions which fome- 
times happen when there have been chancres on both furfaces oppolite to 
each other. Indeed the pra<flice here recommended is fuch as will in general 
prevent fuch confequences. 

. If this has not been properly attended to, and the parts have grown 
together, the confequences may not be bad ; but it muft be very dlfagrccablc 
to the patient, and a refledion upon«he furgeon. 

I have feen the opening into the prepuce fb much contraded from alt 
thefe internal ulcers healing and uniting that there was hardly any paffage 
for the water. If the paftage in the prepuce fo contraded be in a dkedl 
line with the .orifice of the urethra, then a bougie may be readily paffed ; 
but this is not always the cafe : it often happens that they are not in a 
dired line, thetefore an operadon becomes nece&ry. The operation conftfts 
in cither flitting up part of the prepuce, or removing part of it j but as 
theft parts have become very indiftind from the adbefions, cither the flitting 
it up, or removing part of it, becomes a difficult operatioo. Whenever 
the urethra is difeoyered, or can be found out by a bougie, that is to be 
introduced, and it’s application repeated till the paffage becomes free and 
has got;into the habit of keeping fo. 

1 obftrvcd formerly that this tumefadion fometimes produced a confine- 
ment of the matter fonaod by the chancre, and that while this efted lafted 
no fubflding of the inflammation or tumefadion could take place ; that 
therefore thofb difeafts continued to exift, and that the part tlius circum- 
flanced came under our definition of an abftcfs i that is, the formation of 
QMttcr in a ftst^ of confinement. Although it never has been confidcred 

l^gun about the rrznum, for we Icldom fee profufe bleedings from the prepuce when it’s ioTule 
i( the feat of the chancre and can be expoied j but indeed in fuch cafes the inflammation is not 
violent. 

in 
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in this light, yet the neceflary treatment flrows it to be fuch. This confiils 
in laying it open from the external orifice to the bottom where the matter 
lies, as in a finus, or fiilula, fo as to difeharge it. However the intention 
annexed to this pradticc was not to allow of the diicharge of the matter of 
the fore, but to admit of the application of dtfflings to it, for it has been 
recommended and pra^ifed, where there was no particular confinement of 
matter, which I have not found to be neceflary, merely lor that purpofe, as 
we are in poflefllon of an internal remedy ; and if the opening produces no 
other good, but the allowing of the application of drefllngs it is not fo ma- 
terial, becaulc the fores may be waihed with an inje£Hon through a fyringe. 

IV. OF THE COMMON OPERATION FOR THE PHYMOSIS 
PRODUCED BY CHANCRES. 

The common operation for the phymofia is flitting die prepuce nearly it’s 
whole length, in the dire^on of the penis; but even this is flitnetimes 
thought not fufficient, and it is direded to cut the prepuce in two diiRrent 
places, nearly oppoflte to one another. When it was thou^t proper to be 
done in this way, it was imaginoi that it was leldom neceflary to cut the 
whole length of the prepuce. It will in Ibme degree depend on clrcum- 
ftances, which praftice is to be > flsllowcd. If it is a natoral phymofis 
without tumefa^on, and the chancre is near the orifice of the prepuce, 
which in fuch cafes it moll probably will be, as the glans is not denuded in 
coition lb as to have chancres deeper fcated, then it may be neceflary only 
to go as far as the chancres extend. 

From the common fituation of the chancre, this dileafe of the phymofis 
ariles more commonly from the tumefa^on of the parts ; and from the idea 
I have endeavoured to give of the inconveniences arifing from this phymofis, 
where the chancres are placed behind the corona, producing a confinement 
of the matter behind the glans, flitting open the prepuce a little way cannot'- 
be fufficient, fin- in fuch calcs it mull be expoied to the bottom, of iw good* 
can ariic from the operation. . > 

* ; " •» J 

Although 
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Although this operation will not take off the tumefatflion of the prepuce 
Ib as to allow it to be brought back, yet it will allow of a free difchSu-gc of 
the matter, ;»iui alio in foii;ie cafes it will allow of dreflings being applied to 
the fores i but not in all, for the tumefaction will not now allow more of an 
bvertion of the prepuce than before, and in fuch the fores cannot have 
drcllings applied to them. 

In many cafes it will be found that fo violent an operation is improper j 
for it often hapj'iens that while the inflammation is fo very confiderable dicre 
b ilanger of increafing it by this additional violence, of which mortificatioa 
may be the confuquencej while on the other hand there arc cafes whore a 
freedom given to the parts would pre\’ent mortification, fo that the furgeon 
muft be guided by the appearances, and other circumftances. Befidcs thefe 
rcaibns for and againfl the operation arifing from the difirafe itfcif, it will not 
always be confented to by the patients thcmfclves, for fome have fuch a 
dread of operations that they will not fubmit to cutting inftruments ; how- 
ever in thofc cafes where the matter is confined, it will be abiblutcly necofliiry 
to hare an opening Ibmcwhcrc for the diicharge of it. This is oftenr 
produced -by the ulccradvc procefs going on on the infide, which makes an 
opening diredtly through the fkin, laterally, which affords a diredlion £br the 
furgeon i .therefore the opening may be made diredliy into the cavity of the 
prepuce, through the fkin, on the fide of the penis, by a lancet j or a fmall 
caufUc may be applied there, for which the lapis fepticus is the moff con- 
venient. 

The opening will allow of the difeharge of the matter, and alfo admit any 
proper walh to be thrown in. But this opening fhould not be a large one, 
as in many cafes the confcquence of this lateral opening proves very trouble- 
fome, for from the tumefaddon of the prepuce, the glans is fquoczed on all 
fides, and rather more backwards upon the body of the penis than in any 
pther dinedlion, by which means it is often forced through this openings 
whereby the glans is diredied to one fide, and the prepuce to the ojpjfite, 
having a forked appearance. BeBdes this Rate of the parts tightens the fkin 
cf the penis round the root of the glans, adting there fomewhat -like a- 
paraphymofis, and fometimes makes the whole prepuce mortify and drop 
off, which is often a lucky circumRanccj but if this is not the confequcncc, 
i ! then 
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then ampatation of the prepuce becomes nccdTary ; however this {hould not 
be done till all inflammation is gone off, and the chancres are cured, when 
probably the tume^uflion of the prepuce will hare confiderably fublided. 

A mortification of the prepuce is fometimes a confcquence of chancres 
when attended with violent inflammation, even without any previous opera* 
tion; and.;! have leen cafes where the glans and part of the penis have 
mortified, while the prepuce has kept it’s ground. But 1 fhould fufpedt in 
aH fuch cafes, that there is fomc fault in the conftitution, and that the in- 
fiainmation is of the erifypclatous, not of the true fuppurative kind. 

I have feen the mortification go fo far as to remove the whole of the di- 
fcafed prepuce, and the parts have taken on fo favourable an appearance that 
I havp treated it as a common fore, and no bad confequences have happened; 
in this cafe the difeafe performed what is often recommended in other di- 
feafes of this part, that is circumcifion ; but this is not always to be trufled 
to, for if abforption of the venereal matter has taken place previous to the 
mortification, a lues venerea will be the confcquence, although the parts 
heal very readily. 



V. OF. THE CONSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT OFPHYMOSIS. 

Ih thofe cafes where violent inflammation hat attacked the feat of a 
chancre, producing phymolis, as before deferibed, and often fp as to threatea 
mortification, a quefHon naturally occurs, what is to be done ? Is mercury 
to be given freely to get rid of the firft caufe ? Or docs that medicine incrcafe 
the effeft while it dcflroys the caufe? Nothing but experience can de- 
termine this. 

But I fhould Incline to believe that it is neceflary that mercury fhould be 
given, for I am afraid our powers to corredt fuch a conflitution while the 
firft caufe fubfifts arc weak. However on the other hand I believe the 
mercury (hould be given fparingly ; for if it aflifts in difpofing the conftitu- 
tion to fuch fymptoms, we arc gaining nothing, but may lofe by it's ufc. I 
therefore do fuppofc that fuch medicines as may be thought neceflary for tlic 
conftitution fhould be given liberally, as well as the Ipecific. ‘ Bark is the 

3 P medicine 
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medicine that probably will be of moft general ufe ; opium in moR ca&s of 
this kind will alfo be of fingular fervice. 

The bark (hould be given in large quantities, and along with it mercury, 
while the virus is ftill fuppofed to exift. Or if the inflammation has arifen 
early in the difeafe, they may be then given together lb as to counteradl both 
difeales, and not allow the inflammation to come to fo gccat a height. as it 
would otherways do if mercury was given at firft alone. l i • , 

This inflammation may be lb great in many cafes, or be fo predominant, 
that mercury may inc(cafe the difpolition and therefore become hurtful. 
Where this may be fuppofcd to be the cafe, bark mull be given alone.' 

‘ 'I, ' ^ 

VI. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE PARAPHYMOSIS 
FROM CHANCRES. 

.1 • •• , j 

A prepuce in the Rate of inflammation and tumefadlion, and which has 
been either kept back upon the body of the penis while inflaming, or pulled 
back when inflamed, feldom can be again brought forwards while in this 
Rate, therefore becomes allb the fubjcdl of an operation, which conliRs in 
dividing the fame part, as in the phymofis, only in a dilFerent way, arifmg 
from it's diflFerence of fituation j the intention bf which operation is to bring 
the prepuce, when brought fonvards, to the Rate of a phymofis that has 
been operated upon. This operation becomes more neceflary in many cafes 
under this difeale than under the phymofis, bccaufe it's confcquenccs are 
geilerally worfe ; fince, befides the real difeafe, viz. Inflammation, tume- 
fa^ion, ulceration, &c. there is a mechanical caufc producing it’s cflfaSls, by 
grafping the penis, which can of itfelf produce inflahunation where the 
prepuce is naturally tight, as has been obferved. From whatever caulc it 
arifes it often produces mortification in the parts between the Rrifture and 
the glans if it is not removed. This removal Ibmetimes happens naturally 
by the ulceration of the Rridlured part j but an operation is generally ne- 
ceflary ; and it is more troublefome than in the former cafe, becaufe the 
fwelling on each fide of the Rrldlure covers or clofes in upon the tight part 
and makes it difficult to be got at. 

The 
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The bcft way appears to be to feparate the two fwellings as much as pof- 
fible where you mean to cut, fo as to expofe the neck, tlien take a crooked 
biflory which is pointed, and palling it under the ikin at the neck divide it ; 
no part of the two fwellings on the fides need be divided, for it is the 
loofenefs of the ikin in thefe parts which admits of their fwclling. When 
this is done the prepuce may be brought forwards over the glans j but as 
this difeafe arofc from chancres which may require being drefled, and as the 
ftatc of a phymofis is a very bad one for fuch treatment, it may be better 
now that the frridture is removed, to let it remain in the fame fituation till 
the whole is well. :• 

If the paraphymofis has arifcn from a natural tightnefs of the prepuce, 
and it’s being forced back from accident, then no particular treatment after 
the operation is ncceflary, but to go on with the cure as recommended in 
chancres. It is indeed probable that in confequence of the violence pro- 
duced by the polition of the prepuce, as alfo by the operation, a confiderablc 
inflammation may 'enfue j but as this will be an inflammation in confequence 
of violence only, local treatment for the inflammation will be fufficient, fuch 
as fomentations, poultices, &c. 

But if it is a paraphymofis in confequence of a difeafed phymofis, then 
the fame mode of treatment becomes equally neceflary as was recommended 
in the phymofis attended with confiderablc inflammation ; and probably 
rather more attention is ncceflary here, as violence has been added to the 
former difeafe. 



VU. OF THE CURE OF CHANCRES BY MERCURY GIVEN 

INTERNALLY. 

While chancres are under local treatment, as before deferibed, it is 
nccefTary to give mercurials internally, both for the cure of a chancre and 
the prevention of a lues venerea ; and we may reafonably venture to affirm, 
that the venereal difpofition of chancre will hardly ever withftand both local 
and internal mercurials. 

In 
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In calcs of chancres where local applications cannot eafily be made, as in 
cafes of phymofis, internal mercurials become abfolutcly ncceffary ; and more 
fo than if they could be conveniently and freely applied externally. However., 
even in fuch cafes internal mercurials will in the end efFoft a cure ; fo that 
we need feldom or ever be under any apprchenfion of not curing fuch a 
difeafe. 

In every cafe of a chancre, let it be ever fo flight, mercury fhould be 
given internally j even in thofe cafes where they were deftroyed on their firft 
appearance. It Ihould in all cafes be given the whole time of the cure, and 
continue for fomc time after the chancres are healed ; for as there are per- 
haps few chancres without abforption of the matter, it becomes abfolutely 
hecefl'ary to give mercury to adl internally, in order to hinder the venereal 
difpofition from forming. 

How much mercury fhould be thrown into the conflitution in the cure 
of a chancre for the prevention of that conftitutwnal ailedrion is not eaflly 
afeertained, as there is in fuch cafes no difeafe adually formed fo as tb be 
a gukle, it muft be uncertain what quantity fhould be given internally. It 
muft in general be according to the fizc, number, and duration of the chan- 
cres. If large we may fuppofc that the abforption will be proportioned to 
the furfacc, and if long continued, the abforption will be according to the 
time ; and if they have been many, large, and continued long, then the 
greateft quantity is neceflary. 

The circumftanccs therefore attending the chancre muft be the guide 
for the fafety of the conftltution, cfp>ecially in thofe cafes where fome ftrefs 
in the cure is laid upon the external remedy. 

The mercury given to adl internally muft be thrown in either by the fkin 
or ftomach, according to circumftanccs. 

The quantity in either way fhould be fuch as may in common affcdl the 
ntoudi llightly j which method of giving merihiry will be confidercd here- 
after. 

When the fore has put on a healthy look, when the hard bafis has become 
fbft, and it. has fkinned over kindly, it may be looked upon as cured. 

But in very large chancres it may not always be neceflary to continue the 
application of mercury either for external or internal adion till the fore is 

healed } 
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healed for the winereal a£tion is juft as foon deftroj-ed in a large chancre 
a$ it is in a fmall one j for every part of the chancre being equally aftofted 
hy the ifiercury, is equally ^ahly cured. But the Ikinning is diiierentj for 
a large fore is Ipitger in (kinning than a ftnall one. A targe chancre there, 
lore may be deprived of it's venereal aftion long before it is ftdnned over j 
but a finall ona may probably Ikin over behx^e the venereal a<ftion is entirely 
fubdued. In the latter cafe, both on account of the chancre and confti> 
tution, it will be erring .on ^he fafe fide to continue the medicine a little 
)onger>' which will nwft certainly in 'the ei\d effe<ft a cure; for we may 
rcafonably fupppfc that the quantity of mercury capable of curing a local 
^iledl, ahhough afiifted by local applications, or of producing in tire con> 
ftitudon a mercurial irritation fufiicient to hinder the venereal irritatioa 
from forming, will be nearly as much as will cure a flight lues venerea. 

I have formerly laid it down as a principle, that no new aiftion u'ill 
pdcc place ii> another part of the. body, however contaminated, whilft the 
body is under the beneficial operation of mercury ; but there are now and 
then appearances which occur under.the cure that will at firft cmbairafa 
the praditioncr. 1 have fufpe<fted that tfie mercury flying to, the mouth and 
throat has Ibmetimes produced floughs in the toilfilSi and tbefe have bee« 
taken for venereal ; the following cafes in Tome de^ec explain this. 

; A young geatleman had a chancre on tlie prepuce, with a flight pain in. 
a. gland c^f.onc groin, for w'hich I ordered mercurial ointment to be rubbed 
into the legs and thighs, cfpccially on the fide where the gland was fwelled, 
and the 'chancre, to be dreflbd with mercurial ointment. While he was 
purfuibg tins courfe. the chancre became cleaner, the hardnefs at the bale 
went I off, and; the pain in the 'groin was entirely removed. About three 
weeks after the iirft appearance of the difeafe, be ^vas attacked with a fore 
throat, and on looking into the mouth I found the right tonfil with a white 
Hough which appeared to be in it's fubftaiicc, with only one point yet cx- 
pofed. ‘ From ray mind beifig warped by the opinion that thefe complaints 
proceeded from the dianCre, 1 immediately fufpedted that it was venereal a 
and the only way I could account for Utis feenung contradiction in onf 
part healing while another was breaking out, iwas, that the healing for^ 
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was treated locally as well as constitutionally, while the tonfil, or the con> 
Ititution at large, was only treated constitutionally, which was infufficient. 

Soon after this another gentleman was under my care for venereal fcurSFs, 
or eruptions on his Skin, for which he ufed mercurial friftion till his 
mouth became Sore and in this Rate he continued for three ^vccks, in 
which time the cniptions were all gone, difcolourations being left only 
where the eruptions had been, yet at the end of three weeks a Slough formed 
in one of the tonlils, exadlly as in the former caSe. This made me doubt- 
ful how far fuch cafes were venereal. I ordered the fri<ftion to be left off, 
to fee what courSe the ulcers would take ; the Slough came out and left a 
foul fore : I waited Still longer, and in a day or two it became clean and 
healed up. 

The firSl mentioned caSe I did not fee to an end ; but I learned that the 
patient continued the mercury and got well ; and the ulcer in the throat 
was fuppofed to be venereal ; but from the circumSlanccs of the other caSe 
I now very much doubt of that. 

' It is more than probable that theSe efle^ of mercury only take place in 
constitutions that have a tendency to fuch complaints In the throat. I know 
this to be the caSe with the laSl mentioned gentleman ; and It is alfo proba- 
ble that there may be an increafed difpofition at the time, either in confe- 
quence of the mercury, or fome accidental caufe. I have reafon to fuppofc 
that mercur}' in fome degree increafes this dlfpoSition, which will be further 
taken notice of when treating of the cure of the lues venerea. 

In the cure of chancres I have fometimes fecn when the original chancre 
has been doing well, and probably nearly cured, that new ones have broken 
out upon the prepuce, near to the firft, and have put on all the appearance 
of a cliancre; but fuch I have always 'treated as not venereal. They may 
be Similar to Some conSi^uenccs of chancres, which will be taken notice of 
hereafter. ' )' 

As fwellings of the abforbent glands take place in conScquence of other 
abforptions befides poifons, we Should be careful in all cafes to afeertain 
^he caufe, as has been already deferibed } and here it may not be improper 
Still to obServe further, that in the cure of chancres, fwellings of the glands 
Shall ariSe, even when the constitution is So much loaded with mercury as to 

be 
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be fufficient for the cure of the forts j but then the mercury has been 
thrown mto the conftitution by the lower extremity j and therefore there is 
great room for fufpicion that fuch fwellings are not venereal, but arife from 
the mercury : for a real buboe, from ablbrption of venereal matter, if not 
come to fuppuration, will give way to mercury rubbed into the leg and 
thigh. In fuch cafes I have always dehfted from giving the iriercuiy in this 
way when I could give it by the mouth. 




I ■ 
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OF TflE CURE OF CHANCRES IN WOMEN. 

T he parts generally affbfled with chancres in this fex, are more Ample 
than in men, by which means the treatment in general is alfo more 
Ample ; but in moft cafes they require nearly the fame, both in tlic local 
application of mercury, and in throwing it into the conftitution. It may be 
fuppoled however, that it will be neceflary in many cafes to throw into the 
conftitution more mercury than in men j becaufe in general there are more 
chancres, and the furface of abforption of courfe larger. 

As it is difficult to keep dreffings on the female parts, it is proper they 
ftiould be wafhed often with folutions of mercury j perhaps corroAve fub- 
limate is one of the beft, as it will adt as a fpeciAc, and alfo as a ftiinulant 
when that is wanted ; but in chancres that arc very irritable, the fanic 
mode of treatment as was recommended in men is to be put in pradlice. 
Afterwards the parts may be befmeared with a mercurial application, cither 
oily or watry, to be frequently repeated according to tlic circumftances of 
the cafe. 

If the ulcers Ihould have Ipread, or run up tlie vagina, great attention 
Ihould be paid to the healing of them ; for it fometimes happens that the 
granulations contradt confiderably fo as to draw the vagina into a fmall 
canal ; at other times the granulations will unite into one another and clofe 
the vagina up altogether j therefore in fuch cafes it will be nccclfar)' to keep 
fomc fubftance in the vagina till the fores arc Ikinncd, for which purpofc 
probably lint may be fufticient. 
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C H A P T E R V. 

• OF SOME OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHANCRES 
—AND THEIR TREATMENT. 

A fter the chancre® have been cured and all venereal taint removed, 
it fometimes happens that the prepuce ftill retains a conhderable 
degree of tumcfaftion, which keeps up the elongation and tightnefs it ac- 
quired from the dilcalc, fo that it cannot be brought back upon the penis 
to expofe the glans. 

For this perhaps there is in many cafes no cure j however it is ncceflary 
to try every pofTible means. The fteam of warm water is often of Angular 
fervice in thefe cales ; fomentations with hemlock, and alfo fumigations with 
cinnabar. 

But if the parts ftill retain their fize and form, it may be very proper to 
remove part of the overgrown prepuce j how much mull be left to the 
difcretion of the furgeon ; however I Ihould fuppofe that all that part which 
proje<fts beyond the glans ptenis may be cut away. 

The bell way of removing it is by the knife, but great care Ihould be taken 
to diftinguifh firft the projefting prepuce frwn the glans. When this is 
perfectly afccrtained, an incifion may be made on the upper furface, the 
penis being held horizontally and followed down carefully ; becaufe if the 
incihon Ihould be too near the glans there may be danger of cutting it. 

The parts may be allowed to heal with any common drelTings, as it is to 
be conAdcred as a frelh wound j however it will not heal fo readily as a frelh 
wound made in an entirely found part, becaufe the operation conAfts in 
taking away only a fuperAuous part of a difeafed whole, and whatis left is 
difeafed, but not fo as to produce any future mifchicf. 

Some care may be neceflary in tlie healing of the parts ; for it is very 
pofllble that the cicatrix may contrad, and ftill form a phymoAs. This 
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will be bell prevented by the patient himfclf bringing the prepuce (rften back 
upon the penis ; but it lliould not be attempted till the part is nearly healed; 
and it is to be performed with great care, and flowly. 



I. OF DISPOSITIONS TO NEW DISEASES TAKING PLACE . 
DURING THE CURE OF CHANCRES. 

Chancres both in men and women often acquire new difpofitions and 
modes of adtion in the time of the cure, which are of various kinds, fome of 
which retard the cure, as deferibed, and when tlie parts are cured leave 
them tumefied and indolent, as in tl>c enlarged prepuce. In others a new 
dil'pofition takes place which prevents the cure or healing of the parts, and 
often produces a much worfe difeafe than that from which it arofe. They 
alfo become the caufc of the formation of tumors on thefe parts, which will 
be taken notice of hereafter. * 

Such new difpofitions take place oftner in men than in women, probably 
from the nature of the parts themfclvcs. They feldom or never happen but 
when tlie infiammation has been violent, which violence arifcs more from the 
nature of the parts than tlie difeafe, and therefore belongs more to the nature 
of the parts or conllitution than to the dileafe j however I can conceive it 
may alfo take place w'here the inflammation has not been violent; although 
I can hardly fay I have ever feen it. 

In general they arc fuppofed to be cancerous, but I believe they feldom 
are ; although it is not impoflible fome may be fo. 

Of this kind may be reckoned thofe continued and often increafed in- 
flammations, fuppurations, and ulcerations, becoming difiufed through the 
whole prepuce, as alfo all along the common Ikin of the penis, which 
becomes of a purple hue ; the cellular membrane every where on tlie penis is 
very much thickened fo as to increafe the fize of the whole confiderably. 

The ulceration on the infide of the prepuce will fometimes Increafe and 
run between the fkin and the body of the penis, and eat holes through in 
different places till the whole is reduced to a numbes of ragged fores. The 
glans often lhares the fame fate till more or lefs of it is gone ; frequently the 
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Urethra at this part is wholly ulcerated away, and the urine comes out Ibmc 
way further back'. If a Aop is not put to the progrefs of the difcalc, the 
ulceration will continue till the parts arc entirely deAroycd. I fufpeit that 
fome of theft cafes are fcrofulous. 

As this is an acute cafe immediate relief fliould be given if pofllble j but 
as it may arife from various peculiarities in the conftitution, and as theft 
peculiarities are not at firft known, no rational method can be here deter- 
mined. The larfaparilla is often of ftrvicc in fuch cafes, but requires to be 
given in large quantities. 

The German diet-drink* has been of Angular ftrvicc ; I knew a cafe of 
this kind cured by it, after every known remedy had been tried. 

The extraft of hemlock is fometimes of ftrvicc. I have known fea- 
bathing cure theft complaints entirely. 

A gentleman came from Ireland with a complaint of this kind, and after 
trying every common, and known method, without effedl, as farfaparilla, 
hemlock, German diet-drink ; and after having uftd a great variety of 
dreflings, which were all at laft laid afide, and opium only retained to quiet 
the pain, he went afterwards and bathed in the fta, and got well. 

It may be fometimes necclfary to pafs a bougie, to hinder the orifice of 
the urethra from clofing or becoming too fmall in the time of healing in 
fuch cafes. 

II. OF ULCERATIONS RESEMBLING CHANCRES. 

It often happens that after chancres are healed, and all the virus gone, 
the cicatrices ulcerate again, and break out in the form of chancres. 

* The following formulae have been much recommended as diet-drinks. Take of crude 
antimony pulverized tied up in a bit of rag ; pumice ftone pulverized tied up in the lame, of 
each one ounce i China-root fliced far&parilla-root fliced and bruifed, of each half an ounce i 
ten walnuts with their rinds bruiicd i fpring water four pints •, boiled to half that quantity j filter 
it, and let it be drank daily in divided dofes. 

Take farfaparilla, Sanders- wood, white and red, of each three ounces i liquorice and ineze- 
reon, of each half an ounce ; lign. rhodii, guaic, (afTafiras, of each one ounce ; crude antimony, 
two ounces i mix them and infufc them in boiling water, ten pints, for twenty-four hours ; and 
afterwards boil incm to five pints, of which let the dofe be from a pint and an half to four pints a 
day. 

Although 
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Although this is mofl: common in the feat of the former chancres, yet it 
is not always confined to them, for fores often break out on other parts of 
the prepuce ; but ftill they appear to be a confequence of a venereal com- 
plaint having been there, as they feldom attack thofe who never had gonor- 
rhcca or chancres. They often have lb much the appearance of chancres, 
that I am perfuaded many are treated as venereal that are really not fuch : 
they differ from a chancre in general by not fpreading fo faff, nor fo far j 
they are not fo painful, nor fo much inflamed, and have not thofe hard bafis 
that the venereal fores have, nor do they produce buboes. Yet a malignant 
kind of them, when they attack a bad conffitution, may be taken for a mild 
kind of chancre, or a chancre in a good conffitution. I have Ian fevcral 
tliat have puzzled me extremely. 

Some ffrefs is to be laid upon the account that the patient gives of him- 
Iclf; but when there is any doubt, a little lime will clear it up. I havefcen 
the fame appearances after a gonorrhoea ; but that more rarely happens. It 
would appear that the venereal jxiifon could leave a difpofition for ulceration 
of a different kind from what is peculiar to itfelf. I knew one cafe where 
they broke out regularly every two months, exadly to a day. 

As they are not venereal their treatment becomes difficult ; for the cure 
confiffs more in preventing a return, than in the healing up of the prefent 
lores. 

They require particular attention j for although they arc not dangerous, 
they are often troiiblcfome, keeping the mind in fufpence for months. 

I have tried a great variety of means, but with little fuccefs, yet tliey have 
in general got well in the end. In the following cafe, the lixivium fapo- 
narium produced a fpeedy cure. 

A gentleman had three fores broke out on the prepuce, which had very 
much the appearance of mild chancres. As I was doubtful of their nature, 
I waited feme time, and only ordered them to be kept clean. As they did 
not get well, feveral things were tried. Mercurial dreflings were applied, but 
they always produced confiderable irritation, and it was neceflary to leave 
them off. The mercurius calcinatus was given by way of trial, and to 
fecure the conffitution, but the fores continued the fame. They were cat 
down with the lunar cauftic, which appeared to have a better dfed than 
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any other thing tried j but Aill they were not healed at the end of five 
months. I ordered forty drops of the lixivium tartari to be taken every 
evening and morning in a balbn of broth. After ufing it three days he ob- 
i^ed confidecableifdtErRtion.in the fores, and in fix they were perfedUy 
dunned overt , He had formerly had fuch lores often, which had always 
been treated as.venerqal ; but he began to doubt whether they really were 
fo from their getting Co fi>on well in the preftnt infiance by the lixivium. 

I knew a gentleman who had riiefe fores bredking out and healing again 
for years, and by baAbidg in the for a month or two they healed up and 
never afterwards ;a[^eared. ■ f ' : j ' ' ' 



III. OF A THICKENING AND HARDENING OF THE PARTS. 

. . ;i : ■ ' . . ; f ' r -, ■ 

In fome cafes the parts do not ulcerate, but appear i to thicken and be- 
come hard or firm ; both the glans and prepuce feem to fwell, forming a 
tumOr or excrefcence from dte end of the penis, in form a good deal like a 
caiilifiower, and when cut into Ihowingi radii running from it’s bale, or 
origin, towards the external fiirface, becoming extremely indolent in all it’s 
operations. This gives more the idea of a cancer than the firft, being prin- 
cipally a new formed fubftance. However it is not always a confequence 
of the venereal difeafe, I have known it to aiife fpontaneouHy. 

This difeafe appears to be a tumor of fo indolent a kind, that I do not 
know any medicine that Hands the Icaft chance of performing a cure. I 
have amputated them, and have allb feen the fame thing done by others, 
from the idea of their being cancerous, and the remaining part of the penis 
has healed kindly. ■ . - , 

In mofi of thefe cafes a confiderable part of the penis mull be removed. 
Immediately after the amputation, a fuitable catheter Ihould be introduced 
into the urethra ; for if no fuch precaution is made ufe of, the confequences 
mufi be troublcfome ; for the firft dreflings become cemented to the orifice 
by the extravafated blood, and prevail the patient’s making wata, which 
mufi be attended with obvious inconveniences ; this was the cafe with a 
patient whole penis I amputated. 
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IV. OF warts; 

Another diTpolitjon which theie parts acquire fnxn the venereal poifoi} 
is the difpofition to form excrefcences, or cutaneous tumors, called warts. 
This difpofition is ftrongeft where die chancres were ; and indeed chancres 
often heal into warts s but perhaps the parts acquire this difpolition from 
the venereal matter having been long in contact with thdr furfaces ; for It 
often happens after gonorrhoeas where there had been no chancres ; and 
probably it is only In thole cafes where the venereal mattjec had produced the 
venereal ftimulus upon the glans and prepuce, forming there what may be 
called an infenlible gonorrhoea. 

A wart appears to be an exerefcencc from the cutis, or a tumor Ibrmihg 
upon it, by which means it becomes covered with a cuticle, which like all 
other cuticles, is either ftrong and hard, or thin and foft, juft as the cuticle 
is which covers the- parts from whence theji arile. They' are radiated from 
their bails to the circumference, the 'radii appearing at the furface pointed 
or granulated, much like granulations that are healthy, except that they 
are harder, and rife above the furface. It would appear. that the furfacc on 
which each is formed has only the • difpolition to form, one, becaufe the 
furrounding and connecting furface docs not go into the likefubftance /'thus 
a wart once begun does not incrcalic in it's bafis, but rifes higher and higherv 
They have an increaling power .within themfclves; for after rifing above 
the forface of the Ikinj on which they are not allowed to increafe in breadth 
at the> balls, they fwell-out into a round thick fubftance which becomes 
rougher and rougher. * i , > • . 

This ftruChirc often makes them liable to be hurt by bodies rubbing 
againft them j and often from fuch& caufe they bleed vay profufely, and arc 
very painful. ■ > ■' •' : j!; .. .. ^^1 • ! ' 

Theflfcxcrcfccnccs are confidcred by many not as limply A confcquencc of 
the venereal poilbn, but as pMlTelTcd of it’s fpccihc difpofition, and tlicrcfwe 
t'lcy have recourfe to mercury for the cure of them ; and it is allcrted that 
fuch treatment often removes diem. Such an effeCt of mercury I have ncier 
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fccn, although given in fuch a Quantity as to cure in the lame pcrfon recent . 
chancres, and Ibmetimes a pox. 

• As thcfe fubftances are excrclcences from the body, they are not to be 
confidered as truly a part of the animal, not being endowed with the com- 
mon or natural animal powers, by which means the cure becomes ealier. 
They are fo little of the true animal, and fo much of a difcafe, that many 
trilling circumllancea make them decay; an inflammation in the natural 
and found parts round the wart will give it a difpofition to decay ; many 
frimuli applied to the furface will often make them die. Ele<^city will 
produce aftion in them which they are not able to fupport ; an inflamma- 
tion is excited round them, and they drop off. 

From this view of them, the knife and efcharotics mull appear not always 
necelfary, although thefe tflodes will adl more quickly than any other in 
many cafes, elpecially if the neck is fmall. In fuch formed warts perhaps 
a pair of fciffars is the bell inllrument ; but where cutting inllruments of 
any kind are horrible to the patient, a lilk thread tied round it’s neck tvill 
do very well ; but in whichfoever way it is feparated it will be in general 
neceflary to touch the bafe with caullic. 

Efcharotics aft upon warts in two different ways, one by deadening part 
and llimulating the remainder, fo that by applying cfoharotic after efeha- 
rotic, the whole decays tolerably fall ; and it is feldom necelfary to eat them 
down to the very root, as the bafis or root often leparates and is thrown off. 
This however is not always the cafe, for we find that the root does not. 
ahvays feparate, and that it will grow again ; therefore in fuch cafes it is 
necelfary to eat down lower than the general furface to remove the root. 

Any of the caullics, fuch as the lapis fepticus, as alfo the metallic 
falts, fuch as the lunar caullic, blue vitriol, &c. have this power. 
Merely as lUmulants, tlie rufl of copper and favine leaves mixed is one of 
the bell. 

After they have been to appearance fufficicntly dellroyed they often rife 
anew, not from any part being left, but from the furface of the cutis having 
the fame difpofition as before ; this requires a repetition of tlie fame prac- 
tice, fo as to take off that furface of the cutis. 

V. OF 
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V. OF EXCORIATIONS OF THE CLANS AND PREPUCE. 

It very often happens that the furface of the glans and iniide of the 
prepuce excoriate, becoming extremely tender, and then a matter oozes out. 
The prepuce in fuch cafes often becomes a little thickened, and Ibmetimes 
contradis in it’s orifice, both of which render the inverfion of it difficult 
and painful. Whether this complaint ever ariles from a venereal caufc is 
not certain, as it often takes place where there never has been any venereal 
taint. 

This difeafe is in the cuds ; and unde, .hch a difpofition it has no power 
of forming a good cudcle. It is very fimilar to a gonorrhoea in this part, 
but is not venereal. 

Drawing the prepuce back, and fieeping the parts in a folution of lead, 
often takes off the irritadon, and a found cudcle is formed. Spirits diluted 
of^ produce the lame efifedl ; the unguentum citrinum of the Edinburgh 
Difpenfatory, lowered by mixing with it equal parts of hogs lard, is often 
of fingular fcrvice in fuch cafes ; but there are cafes which bid defiance to 
all oiu- applicadons, in which I have fucceeded by defiring the perfon to 
leave the glans uncovered, which produced the ftimulus of necefllty for the 
formation of a natural cudcle. 
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P , A R T V. 

C H A P T E R I. 

OF BUBO. 

A Knowledge of the abforbing lyftcm, as it is now eflabliHied, gives us 
confiderable information refpedUng many of the effofts of poifons, 
aiid illuftrates feveral lymptoms of the venereal dilcale, in particular the 
formation of buboes. Prior to this knowledge we find writers at a lofs how 
to give a true and conliftent explanation of many of the fymptoms of this 
dileafe. The difeovery of the lymphatics being a lyftem of abforbents has , 
thrown more light on many difeafes than the diicovery of the circulation of 
the blood j it leads in many cales directly to the caufo of the difoafe. 

The immediate confequence of the local dilcafes gonorrhoea and chan- ( 
ere, which is called bubo, as ahb the remote or lues venerea, arifo 
from the abforption of recent venereal matter from fome furface where it 
has rthcr been applied or formed. Although this muft have been allowed in 
general ever fmee the knowledge of the difcafo and of abforption, yet a true 
folution of the formation of bubo could not be given till we Iwd acquired 
the knowledge of the lymphatics being the only abforbents. Upon the old 
opinion of abforption being performed by the veins, the lues venerea could 
have eafily been accounted for, becaufe it could as readily be produced by 
the abforbing power of the veins, if they had fuch, as by the lymphatics ; 
but the difficulty was to lay how the bubo was formed. Tliere tliey feemed 
to be at a lofs to account for this difeafe, yet they fometimes expreffed them- 
felvcs as if they had fome idea of it, although at the fame time they could 
have no clear notions of what they advanced j nor could they demonftrate 
what they faid from the knowledge of the parts and their ufes. 

. 3 T Buboes 



Digitized by Coogle 



OF BUBO. 



* 5 + 

Buboes arc by fbmc Imputed to the ftopping of a gonorrhoea, or as they 
exprefled it, driving it to the glands of the groin, conformably to the idea 
they had of the caufc of the fwclling of the tcfticle. But this is not juft, 
for we know of no fuch pbwer as repull'ion ; and if it was drlveu there it 
could not be by ftopping the formation of matter, but by increafing tlie 
abforption, of which they had no idea. 

When we examine the opinions of authors concerning the formation of 
bubo, prior to the knowledge of the power of abforption in the lymphatics, 
we iliall find them making ufe of terms which they could not poflibly undcr- 
ftand. For inftance, Heiftcr iays, “ They arc of two kinds, one venereal, 
and the other not j” but he docs not fay that the venereal arifes only from 
impure coition. ■ • 

Aftruc fays, page 326, that fome buboes arifc immediately from impure 
coition, and thefc he calls effential ; others from fuppreffed gonorrhoea, or 
a fmall difeharge, or from chancres of the penls^ and thefe he calls lymp- 
tomatk ; laftly, that they arifc fpontaneoufly without any immediate pre- 
vious coition, and are a pathognomonic fign of a hidden pox. 

In page 327 he ftiows the impoflibility of this laft happening from what 
wc now call or underftand by a lues venerea ; but In page 328 he explains 
what he calls a latent lues venerea, which is local affetftions produced as 
he fuppofcs from a lues venerea ; but which moft probably never yet hap- 
pened ; and if ever they had arifen from fuch a caufc, even the abforption 
of their matter could not produce a venereal bubo, as will be explained. 
In fliort, from not knowing the true abforbing fyftcm, his ideas arc become 
now unintelligible.* 

Wc find Cowper, Drake, and Boerhaave, as well as Aftruc, fpcaking of 
the vitiated lymph not pafting the glands, therefore inflaming them j alfo of 
the infpiffated lymph parting cither by the circulation of the Hood, that is, 
from the conftitution to thefc glands, (an opinion held by tbme to this day) 
or by a Ihorter courfc, viz. The lymphatic vcflcls which go to the inguinal 
glands. They alfo ipeak of the fwelling of the inguinal glands, or venereal 
buboes, from the contagion being communicated by the reforbent lympha- 

I 

* Titc above octraAs arc from die EngUlh edition, publifhed io the year 17^4, page 316. 

tics. 
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lice. Drake even Speaks mart pointedly, knd i/^ftcehiidoroil him no fUrthcr, 
he' wauld almoft makeiu beUcTC that he kmnv thnt tho lympivt tics, weft the 
abrorbentt ; but as he has no fuch ideas when treating of tliofe veiicU ex-r 
prtflly.’we are not to give him credit for it. Hil words are, ‘t The venerea) 
bubo qiay Tcry. likely take it’s rife ftom fome part* of the ecjixtagious rostr 
ter of claps fucked up by the lymphatics of the penis, and thence imported 
to the inguinaf glands svhsre they depoftt their liquor ; and thenCP if well 
behoves the furgoon to be as early as may be Li the opening of fuch tvunors, 
before by the exporting veflels of that clafs the poil'on is carried further into 
the blqod, which very probably may be tlic caie where fuch tumor arifedt 
inunediatciy upon the topping of a gonorrhtza, 'as do« the hernia humoraliss 
but when the &me appears fome months after that was cemoved, wv fux to 
fuppofe as in cafes of other poifbns laying hold of the blood, by tlie ftrength 
of nature it is thrown forth, either by means of the lymphatics of the blood 
veflela diemfclves, if not fpewed out of the nervous tubes, as Wherion 
furmifed, and dcpofited In thefe emundtorles-’’ 

Here he connparet it to the formation of a hernia humoralis, which plainly 
foows that he undertlood neither of them. 

Even fo late as the year 174S, we do not find any new ideas on this fub- 
jedts Freke fey*, “ By fealing up the mouths of the glands of the.urethra, 
the poifon is thence by the du<ft* leading to the inguinal glands conveyed to 
them." ■ ' ’ 

In the year >754, eight years after Dr. Hunter haying publicly .taught Ids 
opinion of the lymphatics being a fyftcm of abforbents, we find a treatife oa 
this difeafe by Mr. Oataker, where as little new is advanced on (this fubjC(!l, 
as in any of tho former. 1 ■ . ? ' , 

When we come fo low down as the year 1770, in an abridgement of 
Adruc by Dr. Chapman, (fecond edition) in which hciotroduces his own 
knowledge and ideas, we find the abforbing power of die lymphatics brought 
in as a caufe of tlte formation of buboes ; but by this time the knowledge of 
the lymphatics being the fyflein of abforbents was in this country generally 
diflfufed. > • 

The doctrine of abforption being now perfectly underftood, we have only 
to explain the different modes in which it may take place. 

' - The 
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. The vcnerttl matter is taken up by the abforbents of the part iii which it 
is placed ; and although the abforption of the matter and the cfiefls aftef 
abforption are the fame, whether from tlic matter of the gonorrheea or 
chancre, yet I fliall divide the abforption into three kinds, according to the 
three different furfaces from which the matter may be abforbed, beginning 
with the Icaftifrequent. ' i > ■ , 

The firft and moft fimple is Where the matter either of a gonorrhoea or 
chancre has only been applied to fome found furface, without having pro- 
duced any local effoift on the part,' but has been abforbed immediately upon 
it's application, Inftances of this I have feen in men, and'fuch afe p^haps 
the only inffanccs that can be depended upon ; for it is uncertain;in many 
' cafos, whether a woman has a gonorrheea or not. I think however I may 
venture to athrm that I have feen it in women, or at leail there was every 
reafon to believe that they had neither chancre, nor gonorrhoea preceding, as 
there was no local appearance of it, nor did thcy.communicite it tp Others 
who had conneiflion with them. . , 

It mull be allowed that this mode of abforption. is very rare; and if we 
were to examine the parts very carefully, or inquire of the patient very ftri<flly, 
probably a fmall chancre might be difeovered to have been the caufo, 
which I have more than once feen. For when we confidcr how rarely 
it happens from a gonorrhoea, in which the mode of abforption is iimilar, 
we can hardly fuppofe it probable that it Ihould here arifo from fimple con- 
tadl, the time of the application of the venereal matter bang commonly fo 
very fhort. We might indeed fuppofe the frequency to make up for the length 
of time, which we can hardly allow,! for the fame frequency fhould give the 
chance of producing it locally. Therefore very particular attention Ihould 
be paid to all the circumilances attending fuch cafes. 

. . There is however no great reafon why it Ihould not happen, and the pof- 
fibility of it- leffens the faith that is to be put in the fuppofition, that the 
difeafc'may be years in the conftitution before it appears ; for whenever it 
does appear in a lues venerea, it's date is always carried back to the laff local 
affeftion, whether gonorrhoea or chancre, and the latter connedUons arc 
ncrer rc^rdcd. ' <■ • 
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The iccond mode of abfbrption of this matter is more frequent than the 
former, and it is when the matter applied has produced a gonorrhoea ; and it 
may happen while the complaint is going on, cither under a cure or not. 
Some of the matter fee re ted by the inflamed furfaccs having been abforbed 
and carried into the circulation, produces the fame complaints as in the 
former cafe, by which means a perfon gives himfelf the lues venerea. 

The third mode is the abforption of the matter from an ulcer, which may 
either be a chancre, or a bubo. This mode is by much the mod frequent j 
which with many other proofs would fhow that a fore, or ulcer, is the fur^ce 
mod favourable for ablbrption. Whether ulcers in every part of the body 
have an equal power of abforption I have not been able to determine ; but I 
fufpedt that an ulcer on the glans, is not fo good a furface for abforption as 
one on the prepuce, although I have feen both buboes and the lues venerea 
arife from the former, but not fb often as from the latter. 

To thefe three methods may be added a fourth, abforption from a wound; 
which I have already remarked is perhaps not lb frequent as any of the 
former. 

As the venereal poifon has the power of contaminating whatever part of 
the body it comes in contact with, it contaminates the abforbent fydem, 
producing in it local venereal complaints. It is hardly necedary to obferve. 
that what is now commonly underdood by a bubo, is a fwelling taking place 
in the abforbing lydem, efpecially in the glands, arifing from the ablbrptioa 
of fome poifon, or other irritating matter j and when luch fwellings take 
place in the . groin, they are called buboes, whether from ablbrption or not, 
but are mod commonly fuppofed to be venereal, even although there has 
been no vifible preceding caule. This has been fo much the calc, that all 
fwellings in this part have been fufpeifted to be of this nature; fenroral 
rupturet, and aneuridns of the femoral artery have been midaken for vene- 
real buboes. 

, I duU call every abfcels in the ablbrbing lydem, whether in the vclTels or 
the glands, ariling in conlequence of the abforption of venereal matter, a 
bubo. ' , . . . „ 

This matter when abforbed from cither of the four different furfaces, 
which arc common furfaces, wounds, inflamed furfaces, and ulcers, is car- 
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ried along the abforbcnt vcflels to the common circulation, and In it’s paflage 
often produces the fpccific inflammation in thcfc vcflcls; the confequencc of 
which is the formation of buboes, which arc venereal abfcefles, exactly 
(imilar in their nature and eflPedts to a chancre ; the only difference being in 
fizc. As the abforbcnts with the glands are immediately irritated by the 
fame fpecific matter which has undergone no change in it’s paflage, the 
conlequcnt inflammation muff therefore have the lame fpeciflc quality, and 
the matter fccretcd in them be venereal.* 

As this fyftem of vcflels may be divided into two clafles, the vcflels them- 
felves, and their ramifications and convolutions, called the lymphatic glands, 
I fliall follow the fame divilion in treating of their inflammations. 

Inflammation of the vcflels is not nearly fo frequent as that of the glands. 
In men fuch inflammations in confequencc of chancres upon the glans or 
prepuce generally apjiear like a chord leading along the back of the penis 
from the chancres. Sometimes they arifc from the thickening pf the prepuce 
in gonorrheeas, that part in fuch cafes being generally in a ffatc of excoria- 
tion, as was deferibed when on that fonn of tlic difeafe. Thcfc chords often 
terminate infenfibly on the penis, near it’s root, or near the pubes j at other 
times they extend further, pafling to a lymphatic gland in the groin: this 
chord can be cafily pinched up between the finger and thumb, and it often 
gives a thicknefs to the prepuce, making it fb ffiffat this part as to make the 
invcrfion of it difficult, if not impoflible, producing a kind of phymofis. 

I think- 1 have obferved* this; appearance to arife as frequently from the 
gonorrhoea, when attended with the before mentioned inflammation and tu- 
mcfa<ftion of the prepuce, as from chancres j which if my obfervation is juft, 
is not eafily accounted for. I have oblerved that abforption is more com- 
mon to ulcers than inflamed furfrccs ; or at leaff the formation of a bubo 
in the gland, and it’s cfFcfts’in the conffitution, are more common from an 
ulcer; but it may be remarked, that the infide of the prepuce, from wficnce 
this chord appears to arile, is in an excoriaU^ ffatc. It is pofliblc that this 

* I do not know how far this rnfQiung will hold good in all cafes of poifbns, for I very much 
fufpefl that the bubo that is Ibmetiines formed in confequencc of inoculation of the fmallpox docs 
not produce varlolus m.-ittcrj the .natural pdifyns in ^producing buboes certainly do' not form a 
poifon fimilar to themfelvts. ■ • ■ • • r t ' U'.'i "j.., 

cfFeft 



Digitized by Google 



OF BUBO. 



259 

effeSt may arife from the lymphatics fympathifing with the inflammation of 
the urethra ; but I believe the affection is truly venereal ; or it is poflible that 
even the ablbrption of the coagulable lymph which was produced from the 
venereal inflammation, and which is the caufc of the tumefadtion, may have 
the power of contamination, as appears to be the cafe in the cancer. 

The thickening, or the formation of this hard chord, probably ariles from 
the thickening of the coats of the abforbents, joined with the extravafation 
of coagulable lymph, thrown in upon it’s.inncr furface, as in inflamed veins. 

This chord often inflames fo much as to fuppurate, and fometimes in more 
places than one, forming one, two, or three buboes, or Anall abfcefll^ in the 
body of the penis. When this is going on, we find in fome parts of this 
chord a circumferibed hardnefs, then fuppuration takes place in the centre, 
the Ikin begins to inflame, the matter comes nearer to it, and the abfeefs opens 
like any other abfeefs. - ■ 

I have Icen a chain of thefe buboes, or little abfedfes along the upper part 
of the penis through it’s whole length. 

This may be fuppofed to be exadlly fimilar to the inflamnution and fup- 
puration of a vein after being wgunded and expofed. 

Inflamnratlon of tlic glands is much more frequent than the former, and 
arifes from the venereal matto being carried on to the lymphatic glands ; 'the 
ftrudture of which appears to be no more than the ramifications and reunion 
of the abforbent vcflels, by which means they fomi thefe bodies. 

From this ftrufture we may reafonably fuppofc that the fluid abforbed Is in 
fome mcafure detained in tlicfc bodids, and thereby has a greater opportunity 
of communicating the difeafe to them than to the diftihft vcflels, where it’s 
courfe is perhaps more rapid j which may account for the glands being more 
frequently contaminated. 

' Swellings of thefe glands arc common’ to other difcafes, and'.flibuld be 
carefully diftinguilhed from thofe that arife from the venereal poiibn. The 
firft inquiry Ihould be into the caule, to fee if there is any venerdal complaint 
at Ibme greater diflance from the heart, as chancres on the penis, or any 
preceding difeafe on the penis ; to learn if mercurial ointment has been at all 
applied to the legs and thighs of that fide ; for mercury applied to thofe 
parts for the cure of a cluancre will fometimes tumefy the glands, which has 
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been luppofcd to be venereal. We ihould further obferve, if there be no 
preceding difeafe in the conilitution, fuch as a cold, fever, &c. the progrefs 
of the fwelling with regard to quicknefs is alfo to be attended to, as alfo to 
diftinguiih it from a rupture, lumbar abfcels, or aneuriim of the crural 
artery. 

Perhaps thde bodies are more irritable, or more fufceptible of ftimuli than 
the vellcls, they are certainly more fufceptible of fympathy ; however we are 
not yet futHciently acquainted with die ufe of thefe glands to be able to ac- 
count fadsfadlorily for this difference. 

It would appear in fbme cafes, that it is (bme time after the abforption of 
the venereal matter before it produces it's efiedts upxan the glands ; in I'ome it 
has been fix days at lead. This could only be known by the chancres being 
healed fix days before the bubo began to appear ; and in inch calcs it is more 
than probable that the matter had been abfbrbed a much longer time before, 
for the lad matter of a chancre mod probably is not venereal j and indeed it 
is natural to fuppofe that the poifon may be as long before it produces an 
adtion on the parts, when applied in this w'ay, as it is cither in the urethra, 
or in fonning a chancre j which I have fhqwn to be fometimes fix or feven 
weeks. 

The glands neared to the origin of the difeafe arc in general the only ones 
that are attacked, as thofc in the groin, when the matter has been taken up 
from the penis in men. In the groin, between the labia and thigh, and the 
round ligaments, when abforbed from the vulva, in women. 1 . 

I think there is commonly but one gland at a time that is adedled by the 
abforption of venereal matter, which if fo becomes in fbme fort a didinguifh- 
ing mark, between venereal buboes and other difeafes of thefe bodies. 

We never find the lymphatic vefTcls, or glands, that arc fccond in order, 
afiecled } as thofc along the iliac vcdcls, or back j and I have alfo feen when 
the difeafe has been contradled by a fore, or cut upon the finger, the bubo 
come on -a' little above the bend rf the arm, upon the infide of the biceps 
inufclc i and in fuch where the bubo has come in that part none have 
formed in the arm-pit, which is the mod common place for the glands to 
be adedted by abforption. 
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But this is univerial, although camnaon^ for I svas io&nned by a 
gentlonan who cootradxd the diieaie m the before mentioned way, that he 
had buboes both on the iniide of the biceps mofcle, and in the ann-pk. 
Another caie of tins kind I have beard of hnee ; why k is not mote com- 
mon is perhaps not eaiBly expbiaed. ' i. .. 

It might be foppofod that the matecr was weakened, or much dilated by 
the abforptkms from other parts by the time it gets through ncaieil 
ramihcatbns, and tbbefore has sot power to contamiDaite thofo which arc 
beyond them ; but it is moih pnobable thkt there are other reafons for this. 
1 once fofpedted that the nature of the poifon was altered in thefe glands as 
it palled through them, sWiich was the reafoo why it did not contaminate 
the fecond or third ferics of glands ; and aJfo why it did not a£b& the con- 
ftitudon in the fame way as it did the parts to which it was ficll; applied ; 
bat this explanation will not account for the next order of glands to foppu- 
rating baboes not beihg affiklcd by the ablbrption of venereal matter. It 
appears to me that the internal fitnation of the other glands prevents the 
venereal irritation from taking place in them j and dtis opinion is Arength- 
ened by obferving vdien one of thefe. external glands fuppurates and forms a 
bubo, which is to be conhdered as a large venereal fore or chancre, that the 
abforption from'it, which muA be great, does not contaminate the lympha- 
tics or glands next in order, by the venereal nutter going dire^y through 
them. 

. If. this be true, then the Ikia would feem to be the caufo of the fufeepti- 
bility of the abforbents to receive the irritation: : Whether the (kin has the 
power inherent in itlclf, or acquires it from fome other circumftance, as air, 
cold, or fenfeof touch, is not cafily afeertained, but whichever it be, it (hows 
that the venereal matter of idclf is not capable of irritating, and that it 
requires a (ccond principle to compleat it’s foil cAed, that is, a combinadon 
of the nature of the poUbn and the influence of the (kin, and that influence 
muA be by (ympathy, and therefore weaker than if afling in the fame part, 
that is, the (kin itfelf ; which perhaps is the reafon why the venereal matter 
does not always aAeA thofc velTcIs and glands, while it always does the (kin, 
if inferted into it. 
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The iltuation of buboes arifing from the venereal difeafe in the penis, are 
in men, in the abforbent glands of the groin : if a gonorrhcea is the caufe of 
a bubo, one groin is not exempted more than the other, both may be af- 
fedted j but if a bubo arifcs in confequence of a chancre, then the groin may 
be generally determined by the feat of the chancre ; for if the chancre is on 
one fide of the penis then the bubo will commonly be on that fide ; however 
this is not univerfelly the cafe, for I have known inftances, although but few, 
where a chancre on one fide of the prepuce, or penis, has been the caufe of 
a bubo on the oppofite iide, which if ariiing from that chancre is a proof 
that the abforbents either anaftomofr, or deculTatc each other. If the chan- 
cre be on the fraenum, or on the middle of the penis, between the two hdes, 
then it is uncertain which fide will be affbdled. 

The fituation of the glands -of the groin is not always the fame, and there- 
fore the courfe of the abforbent veffcls will vary accordingly. 1 have feen a ' 
venereal bubo which arofe from a chancre on the penis, a confiderable way 
down the thigh ; on the contrary I have feen it often as high as the Iowct 
part of the belly, before Poupart's ligament, and fometimes near the pubis, 
all of which three iituations may lead to fbmc variations in the method of 
cure, therefore it may be proper to ^ttehd to them. , ! i . i 

As the difeafe moft commonly arifes from copulation, the iituations of 
buboes are generally in the groins hut as no part of the body under certain 
circumftances is exempt from this difeafe, we find the neareft external glands 
between the part of abibrption,!aRd the heart, every where in the body flure 
the fame fate with thofe of the groin, efpecially if external. > 

. • I ■> r.i . 



CHAPTER 



Digitized by Google 



OF BUBOES IN WOMEN. 



T he fame diieaies in the abfbrbcnts in coniequence of the abibrption of 
the venereal matter, take place in this fex as well as in men. I 
never faw but one calc where the ablbrbent vellcls were dilealed j but this 
is nearly in the fame proportion as thofe I have feen in men, when I con- 
fidcr the proportion the number of the one lex bears to that of the other 
whb apply to me for a cure of the venereal dileale in any form. The calc 
was a gonorrhoea with' violent itching and forenefs when the patient fat or 
walked ; but Ihe had very little pain in making water. Wlicn I'examined 
the parts I could lee no difference between them and found parts, excepting 
that the left labium was fwelled, or fuller than the other, and a hard chord 
palled from the centre of that labium upwards to the os pubis, and palled 
on to the groin of the fame lide; and was loll in a gland as high as Pou- 
part’s ligameitt. It was not to be Iclt but by preffing the parts with fome 
force, and it gave confiderable pain upon prelTure. c 

The fwelling of the labium appeared to be fomewhat fimilar to the fwcl- 
ling of the prepuce in fimilar calcs in men, fo tliat they would appear to 
arile from the fame caufe. 

One would naturally fuppofe that what has been faid of this complaint in 
the lymphatic glands in men, would be wholly applicable to women ; and 
alfo that nothing peculiar to women could take place ; but the feat of ab- 
ibrption is more extenlivc in this lex, and the courle of fome of the ablbrb- 
ents is alfo different, from whence there are three fituations of buboes in 
women, two of which arc totally different from thofe in men, and thefc 1 
fufpeft to be in the abforbents. 

The third lituation of buboes in this fex is fimilar to that in men, and 
therefore they may be divided into three, as in men. 
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When buboes arifc in women where there is no chancre, it is more diffi- 
cult to know whether they are venereal or not than in men ; for when they 
arife in men without any local complaint, it is known that no fuch 
complaint exifls, and therefore the bubo cannot be venereal, excepting by 
immediate abforption ; but in women it is (^ten difficult to know whether 
there be any infoflion preiient or not j and therefore in order to afeertain the 
nature of the bubo, attention muft be paid to it’s manner of coming on, 
progTe&, and other circumftanees. ' 

When chancres are lituated forwards, near to the meatus urinariuSk nyffi- 
phae, clitoris, labia, or raons veneris, then we find that the matter abforbed 
is carried along oae or both of the. round ligaments, and the buboes are. 
formed ia thofe ligaments juft before they enter the abdomen, without I 
believe ever going further. Thefe buboes 1 fufpe& not to be gUfidular, but 
infiamed abforbcDta i and if ib it ftrengtliens the idea that it is only aa ex- 
ternal part that can be aifc<fted in this way. 

When the chancres ate fituated far back, near the perinsnim, or ia it, 
the matter ablbrbcd is carried forwards along the angle between the labium 
and the thigh to the ^ands in the groin, and often in this courie these are. 
fisemed fmall buboes in the abforbents, funilar to thofe on the penis in 
men ; and when die effiids of the poifttn do not reft here it often produces a 
bubo in the groin as in men. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF THE INFLAMMATION OF BUBOES, AND THE 
MARKS THAT DISTINGUISH THEM FROM 
OTHER SWELLINGS OF THE GLANDS. 

T he bubo commonly b^ins with a fenle of pain which leads the 
patient to examine the part, where a Cnall hard tumor is to be felt.* 
This increaics like every other inflammation that has a tendency to fuppu- 
ration ; and if not prevented, goes on to fuppuration and ulceration, the 
matter coming fall to the (kin. 

But we find cafes where they are flow in their progrcfs, which I fufjjcdt 
dtlier arifcs from the inflammatory procefs being kept back by mercury, or 
other means j or being retarded by a fcrofulous tendency, fuch a difpofition 
in the parts not fb readily admitting the true venereal adlion. 

At firfl the inflammation is confined to the gland, which is moveable in 
the cellular membrane ; but as it increafes in fize, or as the inflammation, 
and more efpecially the fuppuration, advances, which in all cafes produce 
rather a common effedt than a fpecific, the fpecific diflance is exceeded, 
the furrounding cellular membrane becomes more inflamed, and the tumor 
is more difFufed. Some become erLfypelatous, by which means they are 
rendered more diffufed and cedematous, and do not readily fuppurate, a 
circumflance often attending the criiypelatous inflammation. 

To afeertain what a difeafe is, is the firft ftep in the cure ; and when 
two or more caufes produce fimilar efledts, great attention is neceflary to 

* It mufl be remarked here, that whenever a peribn has either a gonorrhoea or a chancre, he 
becomes apprehenftve of a bubo ( and as there are in the gonorrhoea, and fometimes in the chan- 
cre, fympathetic fenfations in or near the groin, they are fufpedted by the patient to be beginning 
buboes, and the hand is immediately applied to the part j and if he feels one of the ghinds, 
although not in the leaft incrcafed, die fufpicions are confirmed from a belief that he has no fuch 
parts naluraJIy. 

3 Y diftinguifli 
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diftinguilh one efloft from another, fo as to come at tlie true caufe of 
each. 

The glands of the groin from their fituatlon are liable to fufpicion, for 
bcfidcs being fubje6l to the coinmon difeafes, they become cxpoled to others 
by allowing whatever is abforbed to pafs through them ; and as the rout 
of the venereal poifon to the conftitution is principally through them, and 
being oftner ill from this caufe than any other, they often are fufpeded of 
this difeale without foundation. 

To diftingullh with certainty the true venereal bubo from fwellings of 
thofc glands ariling from other caules may be very difficult. We muft 
however examine all circumftanccs to afeertain in what the bubo differs from 
the common difeafes of thofe glands, whether in the groin or clfewherej in 
which examination the apparent caufes are not to be negledled. I have 
already given the charadter of the venereal bubo in general terms ; but I 
fliall now be more particular, as the two are to be contrafted. 

The true venereal bubo in confequence of a chancre is moft commonly 
confined to one gland. It keeps nearly it’s fpccific diftance till fuppuration 
has taken place, and then becomes more diffufed.* It is rapid in it’s pro- 
grefe from inflammation to fuppuration and ulceration. The fuppuration is 
commonly large for the fizc of the gland, and but one abfeefs. The pain 
is very acute. The colour of the Ikin where tlte inflammation attacks is 
of a florid red. 

It may be obferved, that the buboes in confequence of the firft mode of 
abforption, viz. where no local difeafe had been produced, will always be 
attended with a greater uncertainty of the nature of the difeafe than thofe 
attended or preceded by a difeafe in the penis ; becaufe a Ample inflamma- 
tion and fuppuration of thefe glands is not fufficient to mark it to be venereal j 
but as we always have this difeafe in view when fuch parts as the glands of 
the groin are the feat of the difeafe, the patient runs but little riflt of not 
being cured if it fhould be venereal ; but I am afraid that patients have often 
undergone a mercurial epurfe when there has been no occafion for it. 

* It may be obicrved here, that the glands and furrounding parts being diflimilar, inflammation 
docs not fo readily become diflultxl as when it takes place in a common part. 

It 
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It will perhaps be difficult to find out the Ipecific difference in the difeafes 
themfclves ; but I think that fuch buboes as arife without any vifible caule 
are of two kinds, one fimilar to thofe arifii)g from chancres or gonorrha'a j 
that is, inflaming and fuppurating brilkly. Thefe I have always fufpedled 
to be venereal ; for although there is no proof of there being lb, yet from 
thclc circumftances it is a ftrong prefumption that they are. 

The fecond arc generally preceded and attended with flight fever, or the 
common fymptoms of a cold, and tliey are generally indolent and flow in 
their progrefs. If they fhould be more quick than ordinarv’, they become 
more diffufed than the venereal, and may not be confined to one gland. 
When very flow they give but little lenfation j but when more quick the 
fenfation is more acute, though not fo lliarp as in thofe that are venereal ; 
and moft commonly they do not fuppurate, but often become ftationary. 
When they do fuppurate it is flowly, and often in more glands than one, 
the inflammation being more dift'ufcd, and commonly linall in proportion 
to the fwelling. The matter comes flowly to the flein, not attended with 
much pain, and the colour is different from that of the other, being more of 
the purple. Sometimes the fuppurations are very confiderable but not pain- 
ful. 

Now let us fee what other caufes there are for the fwelling of thele glands 
befides venereal infection, to which I have aferibed one of the modes of fwcl- 
ling ; for there muff be other caufes to account for the other modes of it. 

The firfl thing to be attended to is, whether or not there are any venereal 
complaints ; and if not, this becomes a ftrong prefumptive proof that they 
may not be venereal, but proceed from Ibmc unknown caufe. If the fwel- 
ling is only in one gland, very flow in it's progrefs, and gives but little or no 
pain, it is probably merely fcrofulous •, but if the fwelling is confiderable, 
diffufed and attended with fome inflammation and pain, then it is moft 
probable that there is a conftitutional a£Uon confiding in flight fever, the 
fymptoms of which are laffitude, lofs of appetite, want of fleep, Cnall 
quick pulfe, and an appearance of approaching heiftic. Such fwcllings are 
flow in their cure, and do not feem to be aftefted by mcrcuiy, even when 
very early applied. 

A gentleman 
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A gentleman had all the fymptoms of a flight fever ; the pulfe a little 
quick and hard, lofs of appetite, and of courfe lofs of fleih ; a liftleflhefs 
and a fallow look. While in this (late a fwelling took place in the glands 
of one of the groins. He immediately fent for me becaufc he imagined it to 
be venereal. From the hiftory of the cafe I gave it as my firm opinion it 
was not } in this he had not much faith. The fwellings were not very 
painful, and after having acquired a conflderablc lize they became ftationary. 

To pleafe him I gave him a box of mercurial ointment to be rubbed on the 
leg and thigh only, of the fide aflcdled, that it might have a fuflicient 
local effect, and as little go into the conftitution as polTible j but it did not 
appear to be of any fervicc to the fwellings in the groin, they remaining 
ftationar)', and almoft without pain. His friends became uncaly, and font 
their furgeons to him, who without knowing he was my patient, and of 
courfe without knowing my opinion, imagined that the difeale was venereal, 
as they talked of giving mercury. With refpe<fl to the cure, I thought he 
Ihould go to the fca and bathe. 

Allowing the chance of the dlleafe being venereal or not venereal, to 
be equal, I reafoned upon that ground. His prefent want of health could 
not be fuppofed to arife from any venereal caufe as it was prior to the 
fwelling in the groin, and therefore though the fwelling was venereal, he 
was not at prefent in a condition to take mercury, as a fuflicient quan> 
tity of that medicine for the cure would kill him ; and if it (hould not be 
venereal, that dill a greater quantity of mercury muft be given than what . 
was necelTary if it was venereal 5 becaulc it's not giving way readily would 
naturally make the furgeon pu(h the mercury further; and befides this 
difagreeable circumftancc, the difeafe in the groin might be rendered more 
diflicult of cure. But if he went to the (ea his conflitution would be 
reftored ; and if the difeale in the groin proved to be venereal, he would 
be in a proper condition to go through a mercurial courfe, and by that 
means get rid of both difeofes by the two methods. But if I Ihould be 
right in my opinion, that there was nothing venereal in the cafe, then he 
would get well by the lea-bathing alone. 

Thcfe arguments had the delired effedl, he went dircdlly to the fca, and . 
began to recover almoll immediately. About a fortnight after a fmall fup- 

puration 
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puration topic place in one of the glands, I dirciled a poultice ihould be 
made with fea- water and applied, and if it broke that it Ihould not be 
further opened, but poulticed till healed. In fix weeks he came back per- 
fedUy recovered in every refpedt. 

The above appearance, with the conftitutlonal affedlions, I have fecn take 
place when there were chancres, and I have been puzzled to determine 
whether it was lympathetic, from a derangement of the cor.ftitution, or 
from the abforption of matter. 

I have long fiifpedted a mixed cafe, and I am now certain that fiich exifts. 
I have feen cafes where the venereal matter, like a 'cold or fever, has only 
irritated the glands to difeafe, producing in them ferofula, to which they 
were predifpofed. 

In filch cafes the fwcllings commonly arife flowly, give but little pain, 
and feem to be rather baftened in their progrels if mercury is given to 
deftroy the venereal difpofition. Some come to fuppuration while under this 
rcfolving courfc ; and others which probably had a venereal taint at firft, 
become fo indolent that mercury has no effedt upon them, and in the end 
get well either of thcmfelves or by other means, which I imagine may 
have induced feme to think that buboes are never venereal. Such cafes 
require great attention to be able to determine them properly ; and I believe 
this requires in many calcs fe nice a judgment that we (hall be often liable 
to millakes. 

Buboes are undoubtedly local complaints, as has been explained. 

How far the lymphatic glands are to be confidcred as guards againfi the 
further progrels of this or any other difeafe caught by abforption is not 
eafily determined ; we mull however allow that they cannot prevent the 
poifen from getting into the conlUtution in cafes t^herc it produces buboes ; 
for whenever it afiedts thefe glands in it's courfe it produces the lame difeafe 
in them which is capable of furnilhing the confiitution with an increafed 
quantity of the fame kind of poifen. 
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C H A P T E R IV. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ON THE CURE OF 

BUBOES. 

F rom what has been fald upon the hiftory of buboes it will be needlefs 
here to enter into a difeuflion of the opinion of their being a depolit 
from the conftitution, and of the conclufion d{^wn from this opinion, that 
they ought not to be difperfed ; for according to this theory, to difjierfe them 
would be to throw the venereal matter upon the conftitution. But if this 
, were really the cafe then there would be no occafion for the ufe of mercury, 
provided that the bubo be allowed to proceed, as it would prove it's own 
cure ; but even tliofe who were of this opinion were not fatisfied with the 
cure which they fuppofcd nature had pointed out, but gave mercury and in 
very large quantities. From the fame hiftory of a bubo I have alfo endea- 
voured to ihow that there are feveral buboes which arc not in the leaft 
venereal, but fcrofulous ; and that there are alfo buboes which appear to be 
only in part venereal ; or perhaps only a gland difpofed to fcrofula brought 
into adlion by the venereal irritation, fimilar to what happens often from the 
matter of the fmallpox in inoculation. Therefore prior to the method of 
cure the true venereal bubo is to be diftinguiftied from the others if poftible. 
When it is well afeertained to be venereal, refolution is certainly to be at- 
tempted if the bubo be in a ftatc of inflammation only. The propriety of 
the attempt depends upon the progrefs the difeafe has made. If it be very 
large, and fuppuration appears to be near at hand, it is probable that refolu- 
tion cannot be eflfcdted j and if fuppuration has taken place, I ftiould very 
much doubt the probability of fuccefs, and an attempt might now poflibly 
only retard the fuppuration, and protradt the cure. 

The refolution of thofc inflammations depends principally upon mercury, 
and almoft abfolutely upon the quantity that can be made to pafs through 

them i 
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them ; and the cure of them, if allowed to come to fuppuration, depends 
upon the fame circumftances." The quantity of mercury that can be made 
to pafs through a bubo, depends principally upon the quantity of external 
furface for abforption beyond the bubo. 

' Mercury is to be applied in the moft advantageous manner, that is, to 
thofe furfaces by an abforption from which it may pafs through the difeafed 
gland ; for by deftroying the difeafe there the conftitution has lefs chance of 
being contarninated. The powers of mercury may often be increaled from 
the manner in which it is applied. In the cure of buboes it Ihould always 
be made to pafs into the conilitution by the fame way through which the 
habit received the poifon ; and therefore to effoft this, it muft be applied to 
the mouths of thofe lymphatics which pafs through the difeafed part, and 
which will always be placed on a furface beyond the difeafe. 

But the fituation of many buboes is fuch as not to have much furface be- 
yond them, and thereby not to allow of a fufficient quantity of mercury being 
taken in in this way ; as for inflance, thofe buboes on the body of the peni.s 
arifing from chancres on the gians or prepuce. 

Thefe two furfaces are. not futficient to take in the ncceflary quantity to 
cure thofe buboes in it’s palTa^ through them ; therefore whenever the firfl 
fymptoms of a bubo' appear, ■ it’s ^Atuation is well to be confidered, with a 
view to determine if there be. a 1 fufficient furface to effedl a cure, without 
having recourfc to other, means. It is firfl to be obfcrvcd, whether the ab- 
forbent vcfTels on the body of the penis are affedled, or the glands In the 
groin. If the difeafe be in the groin, it mufl be obferved in which of the 
three fituations of the bubo before taken notice of, it is j whether on the 
upper part of the thigh and groin, on the lower part of the belly befoip 
Foupart’s ligament, or near to the pubes. If they are on the body of tlie 
penis this fhows that die .abforbents leading direflly from the furface of 
abforption are therafelves difeafed. . If in the groin, and on the upper part 
of the thigh, or perhaps a little lower down than what is commonly called 
the groin, then we may fuppofe it is in the glands common to tire penis and 
thigh. If high up, or on the lower part of the belly, before Poupart’s liga- 
ment, then it is to be fuppofed that thofe abforbents that arife from about the 
groin, 'lower part of the belly and pubes, pafs through the buboi ^nd if far. 

forwards. 
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forwards, then it is moft probable that Ohiy the abforbents of the penis and 
Ikin about the pubes pais that way. The knowledge of tbefe fituations is 
very necelTary for the application of mercury for the cure by refolution, and 
for the cure after fuppuration has taken place. t. t 

The propriety of this pr^ce muft appear at once, when we confider that 
the medicine cannot pais to the common circulation without going through 
the diicafed parts j aad it muft promote the cure in it’s paffiige through tbemj 
while at the iame time it prevents the mattci which has already pafted, and 
is ftill contiiiuing to pafs into the conftitution from ading there, fo that the 
bubo is cured and the conftitution prel^vcd. i . 

. But this praAice alone is not always fufficient, there are many cafes which 
mercury by itidf cannot cure. . Mercury can. only cure the fpecific difpo> 
iition of the inflammation ; and we know that this difoaic is often attended 
with other kinds of inflammation beiides the venereal. 

Sometimes the common inflammation is carried to a great height, at other 
times the inflammation is eriiypelatous, and I fufpe^t often icrofulous. We 
muft therefore have recourfe to other nicthods. i > 

Where the inflammation rites very high, bleeding, purging, and fomenting, 
are generally recommendedi Thefe will certainly leflbn the adtive power of 
the veflels, and render the inflammatioa more, languid, but they can never 
leflen the fpedfic eflfedls of tins poifon, which were the iirft caufe, and are 
ftill in ibmc degree the fupport of the inflammation. Their eSedts are only 
fccondary ; and if they reduce the inflammation within the bounds of the 
fpeci&c, it is all the farlcc they can perform. If the inflammation be of the 
erifypclatous kind, perhaps bark is the beft medicine' that can be given ; or 
if it be fuipedbd to be fcrofoloua, hemlock, and poultices made with ica> 
water may be of iervice. 

Vomits have been of icrvicc in refolving buboes, even after matter hat 
been flirmod in them, and after thqr have been nearly ready to burft j this 
ai&s upon the principle of one irritation deftroying anotfacf ;< and the ad of 
fickneis and vomiting perhaps gives a difpofltion for abforption. A remark* 
able inftance of this kind happened in an officer who had a bubo at Liibon. 
It came to fsur fuppuration, and was almoft ready to burfti . The ikin was 
thin and inflamed, and a plain fludioatiop felt. 1 intended caning it, but 
. AS 
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as he was going on board a fliip for England on the day following, I thought 
it better to defer it till then. When he went on board, he fet fail immedi- 
ately, and the wind blew fo very hard that nothing could be done for feme 
days, all which time he was very fick, and vomited a good deal j when the 
ficknefs went off, he found the bubo was entirely gone, and it never after- 
wards appeared. When he came to England, he went through a regular 
courfe of mercury. 



I. OF RESOLUTION OF THE INFLAMMATION OF THE 
- ABSORBENTS ON THE PENIS. 

The furfece beyond the feat of the dileafe in this cafe, that is all that 
part of the penis before the bubo, is not large enough to take in a quantity 
of mercury fufikient to prevent the cffofls of abforption, and therefore re- 
courfe is to be had to other means ; yet this application fhould by no means 
be neglcdted, and this furface, fmall as it is, fhould be conftantly covered 
with mercurial ointment, which will aflift in the cure of the local difeafe. 
It miy be difputed whether any medicine can pais through difeafed lympha- 
tics, fo as to have any effcdl upon them, but from experience it certainly 
can. As this furfoce is too fmall, and as it is neceflary that a larger quan- 
tity fhould be taken in, it becomes proper to giw it either by the mouth, or 
by friction on fome larger furface > this is neceflary to prevent the lues vfci 
ncrea, as wiell as to cute the parts thcmfelvcs. The quantity cannot be 
deteimmed, that mart bd left to the furgeon, who muft be direifed by the 
appearances of the original complaint, and the readinefs with which they 
give way. ' ’ 

The fame method is to be followed In women j bnt as there is a larger 
furface in this fex, more mercury may poffibly be abforbed ; anil there fhould 
be a conflant application of ointment to the infide, and outfide of the labia. 
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II. OF THE RESOLUTION OF BUBOES IN .THE GROIN. 

The inflammation of die glands is to be treated exadly upon the fame 
principle with the other s but we have in general a larger furface of abforp- 
tion, lb that we can make a greater quantity of mercury, pafs through the 
difeal'cd parts. 

It will be proper to apply the mercury according to die fituation of the 
Inflamed gland. If the bubo be in the groin, according to our firfl: fituation, 
then it is necclTary to rub the mercurial ointment upon the thigh. This 
furface will in general abforb a? much mercury as will be lutficicnt to rc- 
Iblve the bubo, and to prefcrve the conflitution from being contaminated by 
the poifon that may get into it ; but if refolution docs not readily take place, 
then the furface of fridlion may be incrcafed, by rubbing the ointment upon 
the leg. 

But if the bubo be on the lower part of the belly, tluit is, in the lecond 
fituation, then the ointment diould be rubbed alfo upon the penis, ferotum, 
and l^ly 5 and the farae^ if the bubo Ihould be ftill further forwards j for 
probably thofe glands receive the lymphatics from all the furfaccs mentioned, 
as well as from the thigh and leg. 

The length of dme the fridtions diould be continued, , mull be according 
to circumflanccs. If the bubo gives vv ay, they mull be condnued dll it has 
entirely fubfided, and perhaps longer, on account of the caufc of it, a ch^cre, 
which may not yield fo foon as die bubo. If it llill goes on to fuppuradon, 
thp fridlions may, or may not be continued j for I do not know for certain if 
any thing is to be gained by their continuance in this date. 

The quantity here recommended may aflofl the mouth, and it mull alio 
be regulated accordingly. ,,, I 1 • ' r >■! 
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III. OF THE RESOLUTION OF BUBOES IN WOMEN. 

, When on the feat of buboes in women I obferved that of the different 
Btuations when ariling from the parts of generation in this lex, two were 
peculiar to them, the others fimilar to thofc in men. 

In the treatment of buboes in women fome attention fhould be paid to their 
fituation, for on that depends in fome dt^ee the method of refolution and 
cure when they fuppurate. The firft was in the round ligament, the fecond 
between the labium and thigh, and the third in the groin. 

In the firfl and fecond fituadons th$ furface of abforpdon beyond the bubo 
is by much too fmall to be depended upon for throwing in a fufficient quan- 
tity of mercury to produce relbludon, cfpecially in the firft fituation ; but in 
the fecond, that is, between the labia and thigh, the mercury may be rubbed 
in all about the anus and buttock, as all the abforbents of thofe parts pro- 
bably pafs that way j v.-c know at leaft that they do not pafs into the pelvis 
by the anus, but go by the groin. Other means of introducing mercury 
muft be recurred to, as is recommended in men ; but ftill it will be proper to 
rub in on thefe furfaces as much as poftlble. . 

In the fituations common to both fexes, we have a larger field, yet as they 
are divifible into three, the fame obfervations hold good, and a fimilar mode 
of pradUce is to be followed in women as in men. • 



IV. OF BUBOES IN OTHER PARTS. ; 

• f 

J 

As venereal buboes arife froih other modes of application of tire poifon 
befides coidon, they are to be found in different parts of the body; but the 
hands appear to be the next in order of frequency. . They arife in tlie arm- 
pit from wounds in the hands or fingers being coiitaminated by venereal 
matter, and reduced to a chancre. In fuch cafes it becomes neceflary that 
the ointment iBould be rubbed on’ tile arm and fore-arm ; but this furface 
- - . • may 
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may not be fulHcient, therefore we muft apply It in another way, or to other 
parts, to produce it’s effeds upon the conftitution. 

I have l^n a true venereal chancre on the middle of the lower lip produce 
a bubo on each fide of the neck under the lower jaw, juft upon the max- 
illary gland. By applying ftrong mercurial ointment to the under lip, 
chin, end fwellings, they were rcfolved. 



V. OF THE QUANTITY OF MERCURY NECESSARY FOR 
THE RESOLUTION OF A BUBO. 

The quantity of mercury necefiaryibr the refolution of a bubo muft be 
proportioned to the obftinacy of the bubo, ftopping fliort of certain efiwfU 
upon the conftitution. If It be in the firft fituation, and yields readily upon 
rubbing in half a dram of mercurial ointment made of equal parts of quicks 
filver and bogs lard every night, and the mouth docs not become lore, or 
at moft only tender, then purfuing this coorle till the gland is reduced to 
it's natural &ze will be fufiicient, and probably will be a good fixurity for 
the conftitution, provided the chancre, which may have been the caufe of 
the bubo, heals at the fame time. If the mouth is not aftefted in fix or 
right days, and the gland docs not readily reiblvc, then two fcruplcs, or a 
dram, may be rubbed in every night ; and if there be no amendment, then 
more muft be rubbed in ; in ftiort, if the rcdudlion is obftinate the mer- 
cury muft be pulhed as far as can be done without producing a falivation. 

If there be a bubo on each fide, then there cannot be fo much mercury 
applied locally to each ; for the conftitution moft probably could not bear 
double the quantity which is neceflary for the refolution of one. But in 
fuch cafes we muft not fo much mind the forenefe of the mouth as when 
there is but one ; however the buboes muft be allowed to go on to fuppu- 
ration, rather than afteA the conftitution too much by the quantity of mer- 
cury ; and therefore when there are two they are more likely to fuppurate 
then where there is only one. 

In the fecond and third fituation of buboes, if we find that moft probably 
a futEcient quantity of mercury docs not pafs through them for their refo- 
lution. 
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lution, It may be continaed to be thrown in by the leg and thigh to a<fl 
upon the conftitution, as has been ali^dy oblcrved. The qoantity taken 
In in thisi way moft be greater than what would be ncceflary if the whole 
could be made to pafs through the bubo. The mouth mud be adcded, 
and that in proportion to the date and progrefs of the bubo. •' 

This method of reftdving buboes occurred to me at Bellifle, in the year 
1761, where I had good opportunities of trying it upon the foldiers j and I 
can fay with truth, that only three buboes have fuppurated under my care 
fince that time, and two of thele were in one perfon, where a Imall quan- 
tity of mercury had conliderable efteds on the conditution, and therefore a 
fudicient quantity could not be fent through the two groins for their refolu- 
tion ; but in both cafes the fuppurations were imall in coniparifon to what 
th^ threatened to be, whkh I imputed to the mode of treatment. 

' Many buboes after every attempt remain fwdled without either coming 
to refolution or fuppuration, but rather become harder and feirrhous. Such 
I'apprehend were eitlier fcrofulous at fird, or became fo when the venereal 
difpofition was removed. The cure of them Ihould be attempted by hem.: 
lock, (car water poultices, arnl fea-bathing, as will be further taken notice 
of. 

; V , 

; I ’ 

- VI. ’ Of the treatment of buboes when they. . 

- ■ ' . • suppurate. . 

; ’ I . . . .. • - ' , 

After every known method has been ufod, buboes cannot in all cafes 
be refolved, but come to fuppuration. They tlien become more an objedt 
of forgery, ‘and are to be treated in fome refpedts like any ‘other abfeefi.' If 
it be thought proper to open a bubo, it (hould be allowed to ‘go on thinning 
the parts as much as poflible. The great advantage arifing from this is, 
that thefe parts having become very thin, lofc the difpofition to heal, which 
gives the bottom of the abfeefs a better dunce of healing along with the 
foperficial parts ; by this means too, a large opening is avoided, and the 
diderent modes made uie of for keeping the (kin from healing till the bottom 
is healed, become vmneceflar}’. 

> 4 ^ 
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It may admit of difputc, whether the application of mtircury Biould be 
continued or not through the whole fuppuration. I Biould be inclined to 
continue it, but in a hnaller quantity ; for although the parts cannot let 
about a cure till opened, yet 1 do imagine that they may be better difpofed 
to it ; and I think that I have feen cafes where fuppuration took place al- 
though under the above pradlicc, that were very large in their inflammation, 
but very Cnall in their fuppuration, which I imputed to their having taken 
mercury in the before mentioned way, both before and while fuppuration 
was going on. .• 1 

It has been difputed more in this kind of abfeefs than in others, whether 
it ihould be opened or allowed to burll of itfelf ; a&d likewife whether the 
opening Ihould be made by incifion or cauftic. 

There appears to be nothing in a venereal abfoeA diflTereat from any other 
to recommend, one. pradtice more than another. The furgeon Ibould in 
fome degree be guided by the patient. t 

Some patients are afraid of cauftics, others have a horror of cutting in- 
flruments ; but when 'it is left wholly to tire furgeon, and the bubo but 
fmall, I fuppofe a flit with a lancet will be fuiHcientj; in this way no (kin 
is loft. .. ) 

But when a bubo is very large, in which cale there is a large quantity 
of loole (kin, perhaps the cauftic will anfwer better, both on account of it’s 
deftroying (bmc (kin, and becau(e the deftrudtion is attended with lefs in- 
(bunmation than what attends incifion. If done by a cauftic the lapis fep- 
ticus is the bed* ; but it is not nccclTary to open every bubo, and perhaps 
it may be dithcult to point out thofc where opening would be of fervicc or 
nece(Tary. 

' The bubo is to be drelTcd afterwards according to the nature of the 
di(ca(e, which I have already obferved is often fo complicated as to baffle all 

' * I once opened two buboet in the tame perfon, one immediately after die other. The (iift 
was with the lapis iniemalis, which gave him confiderable pain, and therefore he would have 
Che other opened with a UmccC, as the pain would only be momentary. But it was fo great, and 
the forcnels continued fo long, while tfaere was no pain in the other deadened by the cauftic, 
after it had done it's bufinefs ; that next day he laid if he was ever obliged to have one opened 
again it ftiuuld be with cauftic. , t 

our 
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our ilcill. The conftitution at the fame time is to be attacked with mer- 
cury, cither by applying it internally or externally > if the mercury is applied 
cxtemally, it fhould be applied to that fide, and beyond where the bubo is, 
.ns before direded in treating of the refolution of buboes, as it may have 
fome influence on the dileafe in it’s palling through the part. 

Giving mercury in thefe cafes aniwers two purpoles, it allills the external 
applications to cure the buboes, and it prevents the eflfe^ls of the conllant 
abforptioh of the venereal matter from the fore. 

How far it is necelTary to purfue the mercurial courfc with a view to 
prevention it is not poflSble to determine, biit it may be fuppoled that it is 
necelTary to give the fame quantity to prevent a difeale that would cure one 
that has already taken place. It will be necefiary to continue the courfc 
till the bubo is healed, or till it has for fome time loft it's venereal ap- 
pearance; but it may be difficult, to afeertain this laft fadf ; therefore we 
pauft have recourfc to experience, not theory, and continue the courfe in' 
general till the whole is healed, and even longer, efpecially if the bubo 
heals very readily ; for we find in many cafes that the conlHtution Hull be 
ftill tainted after all ; hdwmr fome reftrkftions are to be made here, for I 
have already oblecved, .that it often happens that buboes a'lTume other dif- 
pofidons befides the venereal, which mercury cannot cure, but will even 
make worle. It is therefore Very nccefllary to afeertain the diftindtion ; which 
will be taken notice of. 

The treatment of buboes in women, when they fuppuratc, is the fame 
with thole of men. , • . > 

. < ■ , '• i • V . I 
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, . C H. A'P T E R V. 

OF SOME OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF BUBOES. 

I Formerly obfcrvcd that the venereal diieaie was capable of bringing latent 
difpofitions or fufceptibilitics into adition. This is temarkably the cafe 
with buboes, and 1 believe the difpofition is more of the fcrofulous kind than 
any other ; whether this arifes from the buboes being formed in lymphatic 
glands, or not, is probably not eahly determined. > 

. It fomctimes happens that diefe fores when lohi^, or entirely deprived of 
the venereal difpohtlon,' form mto a lore of another kind, and moil probably 
of various kinds. How fer.it is .a difeafe arifing from a venereal’ takir; 
and the effedls of a mercurial courfe jointly, is not certain, but mOft prob- 
ably thefe two have feme fhare in forming the difeafe. If this idea of it 
were jud, it would become a fpecific difeafe and be'rednceable to one rae^ 
thod of cure; but I Ihould fufpedbjthat either theiconfHtution or the part 
hath fame, if not the principal Ihane in it ; that is, the parts fell into a 
peculiar difeafe independent of the conftitutional difeafe or method of cure ; 
for if it arofe out of the two firft entirely, we might expedt to meet with it 
oftner. So far as the confeitution or the part has a lhare in forming this 
difeafe, it becomes more uncertain what the difeafe is, becaufe it muft in 
fome degree partake of the conltitution or nature of the part. I am apt to 
fufpcdl fomething fcrofulous in them, efpecially as they are difeafes of the 
lymphatic glands. 

Such difeafes make the cure of the venereal much more imcertain, becaufe 
when the fore becomes ftationary, or the mercury begins to difagree, we arc 
ready to fufpedt that the virus is gone, but this is not always the cafe j the 
virus is perhaps only lefs powerful than the new formed difeafe, and as it 
were lies dormant, or ceafes to adt, and when the other becomes weaker, 
the venereal begins to fhow itfclf again. 

The 
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The treatment in fuch cafes is to attack the predominant difeafe, but Bill 
the didiculty is to find out- the difeafe, and when it is or is not venereal. 
The following cafe explains this dilhculty very well. 

■ A, gentleman had a very large Venereal bubo : it was opened ; he took a 
great deal of mercury for about two months, but I fufped not in fufficlent 
dofes, which produced a mercurial habit j the bubo had no difpofition to 
heal, and he came to me. From the account he gave me, I fufpefted that 
he had then too much of a mercurial habit to receive at this time any 
further good from that medicine, I therefore adv^fed him to ufe a good 
nourilhing diet for near a month ; after that I put him upon a brilk mercu- 
rial courle by fridlion, and the parts put on a better aj^?earance. This 
courfe he continued for near two months, and then the fore, although much 
mended, began to be ftationjry. I did now conceive that the venereal ac- 
tion was deftroyed, and therefore immediately left off the mercurial courfo 
and put him upon a milk diet, and fent him into the country. But not 
gaining much ground, he had a Ibong decodion of thedarfaparilla with 
mezereon given him, which although continued for above a month pro- 
duced little or no efioft. 1 alfo gave him the cicuta as much a;s he could 
bear, with the bark almoft the whole time, without cfiirft.; new finufes 
formed which were opened, and the, fore became extremely irritable, with 
. tliickencd lips. The dreflings were poultices made with the juice of hem- 
lock, fea-water, opium, and a gentle folution of lunar cauflic j but notiiing 
feemed to affc(£l it. I fufpedted fomething fcrofulous, therefore propofod 
be lliould go and bathe in the fea, but tills then could not be done. ■ Thcfe 
didcrent treatments after mercury had been left off took up. about four months 
without the Icall benefit. Being doubtfuliwhcther, there might net be ftill 
fomething venereal in the fore, ef^Kcially as appearances were growing 
worfc, and it was now four months fuice he had taken any mercury, I was 
Liclined to try it once more, and feat him tivo portions of ointment,, half 
an ounce each, to rub in .in two nights. He had cafight a little cold, and 
therefore did not rub in the mercury the two evenings as ordered r and 
called upon me the third d;iy and told me he was much better j. the fore now 
bec.ime eafy, the watry or tranfjiarent inflammation began to fubfide, the 
lips became flatter and thinner, and the edges of the fore began to heal. 

4 C I then 



Digitized by Google 



OF BUBa 



282 

I then defiFcd him not to rub in the ointtMnt, but wait a little. In eight 
or ten days the fore had contracted to three quarters of it’s fonuer Bze, artd 
had all the appearance of a healing fore. - . . 

Querc: What conclulionS Ihould we draw from this cafe ? I think the 
following ; that the vims may be gone although the ibre has no dUpo* 
fition to heal, therefore we arc not to look upon the not healing, of a 
bubo as a fign of the prelence of the original difeafi;. Secondly ; ^t 
the farfaparilla, mezereon, cicuta, and the bark, will not do in all 
fuch cafes; and thirdly, thatfbineof thefedifnfM are capable of wearing 
out the unhealthy difpolltion, of themfelves, and that we fhould not be too 
ready to attribute cures loour treatment ; for if the mercury had been rubbed 
in, and the fame effects had ftill taken place, I fhould then have certainly pur- 
fued the mercury with vigor, and attributed the cure to it ; but I fhould not 
have refted here, I fhould have related the cafe as an inflance of the difeafe 
continuing after repeated courfbs of mercury, and that it was nscoffery in fuch 
cafes where the mercury appeared to lofe it's power, , ^nd even do harm; to 
wait, and feafon the confVitution to flrength and the lofs of the mercuriat 
habit ; and that even four months was fometimes neceflaty for this purpofe ; 
after which we mufl begin again to give mercury. : ...1 . i 

' A gentleman had a common gonorrlioea which was fevere, I gave him an 
inje^on of a grain of corrofive fuUimate in eight ounces of water, with a 
few mercurial pills. After having continued the injection for ten, or twelve 
days without any viHble benefit, I gave it as my opinion that it would be of 
no fervicc to continue it any longer,' aftd therefore deft red he Would he quiet 
for a little time. '< About this time a fwclling in each groin took place, and 
fuppofii^ th^ to be venereal, I ordered mercurial ointment to be mbbed 
into both the legs and thighs to refolvc them if pwfTible. He appeared to he 
Ids uneafy about the buboes than he was about the gonorrhoea ; but I told 
him that the cure of that complaint would be Infenfibly involved in the refb> 
lution of the buboes: I fpoke too confidently of my powers of the refbiution 
of the buboes, for they both fuppurated ; although the fuppuration was fmall 
in comparifon to the magnitude of the buboes when they firfe inflamed. 
The fri^ons were left off. 

While 
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While we were attempting to refolvc tlic buboes he got well of the go- 
norrhcea. The ikin covering the buboes became thin, they were both opened, 
one with a cauftic, the other with a lancet •, when opened, he was ordered to 
rub in mercury again on the thighs and legs for their cure. They began 
foon to look well, and to clofe but when about half healed th^ be- 
eainc ftationaiy. 1 hifpedled that. a new diieafe was forming. On continuing 
the fridions a little longer they began to inflame and fwcll anew, and a fup- 
puration took place about half an inch above each of the hrft fuppurations, 
which broke into the hrfl. I left off the mercury immediately upon their 
inflaming, and laid that now a new difeafe had formed. I ordered poultices 
made with lo-water to be applied, and alfb a decodion of farfaparilla to be 
taken, bat this appeared not to be fufllcient for the cure of this new difeafe. 
I then ordered him to the fbi, and to go into the tepid fea-bath every evening, 
the heat of the water to be about ninety degrees. By the time he had been 
m the bath four times, the inHammation and fwelling had very much abated, 
and the hrd fores, or original buboes, were beginning to heal. He went on 
with'the bathing every evening for about three weeks, when the fores father 
began to look worfe^ I then fufpeded that the venereal difpohtion was be- 
come predominant, and. I ordered him to rub in as before, which he did, and 
in about a fortnight the foil buboes healed, but the fccond fuppurations were 
fiot yet healed i then I fuppofed k to be entirely the new formed difeafe, and 
he went into the country, where 1 dehred he might go into the open fea every 
day, as he then could have aa opportuni^, which he did, and got perfedly* 
well, and has continued fo. - . 1 

> This cafe plainly fhows Brat there was another di^fition fbemed befides 
the venereal, and which was put into adion by the venereal irritation, which 
1 fufpedl was of a fcrofolous kind, and probably not truly fuch. 

I have ftxn feme buboes mofl exceedingly painful and tender to almofl 
every thing that touched them, and the more mild the drefilngs that were 
applied, the more painful the parts became. ' 

- In fome the fkin Teems only to take on the difeafe. Ulceration gobg on 
in the furrounding fkin, while a new fkin forms in the centre and keeps pace 
with the ulceration, forming an irregular fore like a worm-eaten groove all 
round. This like the crifypclatous inflammation, as olio fbme otlicrs, ap- 
pears 
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pears to have only the power of contaminating the parts that have not yet 
come into adUon ; and tliofc that have already taken it feem to lole the di- 
fcaled difpohtion, and heal readily. 

In fume they fpread to an amazing extent, as the following calc fliows, die 
circumftances of which are very remarkable. • , , . 

A young gentleman, aged eighteen years, in confequence of a venereal in- 
fedlion had two buboes, which were both opened. They were treated in the 
ufual manner, and at firft put on a favourable appearance j but when they were 
nearly healed they began to ulcerate at their edges and fpread iii all direc- 
tions, rifing above the pubes almofl to the navel, and defeending upon each 
thigh. His nights became rcAlefs, and liis general health was affeded. A 
great variety of medicines were tried, particularly mercury in different fwras, 
with little or no cficift. Extract of hemlock did more good than any thing 
clfe, and was taken in unufual quantities. An ounce was fwallowed in the 
courfc of the day for ibmc time, which was afterwards increafed to an ouned 
and an half, two ounces, and even two ounces and an half. It produced 
indiillndl vifion and blindnefs, lofs of the voice, falling of the lower jaw, a 
temporary palfy of the extremities, and once or twice a lofs of fenfation j and 
notwitliAanding he was almoft every night in a ftate, as it were, of complete 
intoxication from the hemlock ; his general health did not fuffer, but on the 
contrary kept pace in it’s improvement with the ulcers. (They could not 
however be healed by the hemlock ; and among many other things, ^Ethiops 
mineral, and Plummer’s pill wer^ liberally pven, feemingly with advantage. 
Rccourfc was had to the hemlock from time to time. A great many dif- 
ferent kinds of drcffings were made trial of, . none of which were found to 
exceed dry lint. The ulcers, were nearly all healed, after having tormented 
him upwards of three years< when committing forac irregularities in diet, and 
the fores getting worle, he returned to the extract of hemlock, which he had 
for fome time laid aiide, and of himfdf fwallowed in the courle of the morn- 
ing ten drams. This quantity was only the half of what he had formerly 
taken in twenty-four hours, but his conAitution had been at that time gra- 
dually habituated to the medicine. The ten drams produced great rcAlefs- 
nefs and anxiety j he dropt inicnfiblc from his^ chair, fell into convulAons, 
and expired in two hours. 

To 
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To return to the cure of buboes ; where they only become ftationary and 
appear to have but little difpofition to fpread, which is moft common j and 
perhaps a finus or two may be found running into them from fome other 
gland. I have often fecn them give way to hemlock, and fboner than to any 
thing I am acquainted with, efpecially if joined to the bark. If the hemlock 
is applied both internally and externally it anfwers better. 

Sarfaparilla is often of Angular fcrvice here, as well as in other cafes ari- 
iing feemingly from the lame caufe ; and I have fecn fea-bathing of great 
fervice, as alfo fea-water poultice. 

At the Lock Hofpital they ufe goldrefiners water as an application, which 
is of fervice in fome cafes. Dr. Fordyce recommends the juice of oranges 
to be drank in large quantities, which I have feen good effedts from in feme 
cafes. The mezereon is in feme inllanccs of Angular ufe. 



4 » 
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OF THE LUES VENEREA. - . 

T he lues venerea, I have already obferved, arifcs in confequence of the 
poilbnous matter being ablbrbed and carried into the common cir- 
culation. • This form of the difcafe, which I have called the conllitutional,* 
would appear to be much more complicated, both- in the diffeterit v^ays in 
which it may be caught, and in it’s cffcdls when caught, than eitlier a 
gonorrhcea or chancre. It generally ariles from the local complaints before 
taken notice of, by the matter being abforbed from them and carried into 
the oonllitution. The matter however appears to be capable of beuig taken 
into’ the conftitution by iimple application, without firft having produced 
either of the before mentioned, local effc^s, as i was taken notice of in 
treating of the formation of the bubo ; but this teems to be only when ap- 
plied to fomc particular, parts of our body, fuch as may be called a half 
internal furface, as the glanfc ipenis. 1 think it is probable that it is not 
capable of being taken in by the abforbents of the found tkin, at Icall I 
know of no inftance of it j however this is only opinion. 



; * The term conftirutional. is. perhaps not ftri^Uy a proper term; for by conftitudonal dileafe 
ftri£Uy, I wouM underiland that in which every part of the body is afiuig in one way, as in 
taren of all kinds, cither fympathetic or original ; but die venereal poifon appears to be only 
difFufed through the circulating fluids, and as it were, to force certain parts of the body to anUmc 
the venereal action, which addon is perfo^y local, and takes place in different parts in regu- 
bu fuccefUon of fufoeptibilities ; there arc but few parts therefore adUng at the fame time; and 
a perfon may be conilitutionally affedled in this way, and yet almoft every funddon going on 
well. 



It 
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OF THE VENEREA. 

It is llkewife capable of being taken into the conilitutlon by being applied 
to common ulcers, although not neceflarily rendering thefe ulcers thcmfelves 
venereal ; alfo by wounds, as has been obferved ; but I believe always pre- 
vioufly piW^ing ulceraliph in the wouiifl. ^ 

Many other modes of infeflion have been fuppofed, but I believe erro- 
ncouflyj fuch fuppofitions moft probably having taken their rife from 
ignorance or deedt, two gjeat foufccp of error in this diieaic. 

It is moft likely that contamination takes place about the beginning of 
the local complaints, efpecially when from a chancre ; for there is in moft 
cafes lefs chance of it’>, happening afterWards, ‘hecadfe the patient com- 
monly flics to medicine, which generally becomes a prevention of contami- 
nation. For If it could take place through the whole time of the cure, we 
ihould have the pacts contaminatEd at diflecent periods, coming into a£hon 
at diffident times, each according to it's’ ftated time, although in flmibtf 
parts both in their natutis and' other ctrcutnftances ^ but as the^ limilar 
parts do not racy 'much in their times of edming iiuba&ian, it is rsaibnaBle 
to ftippofe they were contaminated at or near the fame time, and therefore 
that no contamination was taking place in the time of the cure, althot^ 
we 'may fuppofe 'abforptidra to be gping on equally then as at any other time; 

: In calps of contamination from a' gonortiicea where no mercury has been 
taken, we mi^it export this irr^;ulafity in flmilar ftruAures ; but as cozv« 
taminadon fo feldom takes place in this iva}-; we have not a chance of 
great variety from fuch ; however it would be worth vidiile to afeertain the 
matter ,‘iwhibli from a great many cdfes might be done. . 

I Without tieing very cxa£t in afbertaining the di&rent proportions in thofe 
who have the lues venerea that originates from the three fevetal modes 
above deferibed, I think one may venture to fay from general pradlice or 
experience, that where one contra<fls it from the firft caufe, that is, where 
no focal effcdls have been produced, an hundred have it from tlicfecond, 
or gonorrhuea and where one has it from the fccond, an hundred have it 
from the third, or chancre j and perhaps not one in five hundred who have 
^onnedion with venereal women, have it in the firft way, and not one in 
an hundred have it from the fecond j while not one in an hundred would 

. cfcapc 
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efcape having it from the third, if the means of prevention were not made 
ufe of in the common method of cure of the chancre. 



I. OF THE NATURE OF THE SORES OR ULCERS PRO- 
CEEDING FROM THE LUES VENEREA. 

In confequence of the blood being' contaminated with real venereal pus, 
it might naturally be fuppofcd that the local cfFefts ariling therefrom would 
be the lame with the original which produced them ; but from obfcrvation 
and experiment I have reafon to believe that they are not. 

In coniidering this fubjedt we may firft obferve, that local eficdts from 
the conlUtution are all of one fpecies, that is ulcers, let the furfice upon 
which they appear be what it will, whether the throat or common (kin, 
which is not the calc in the local application of the matter in gonorrhoea and 
chancre ; for there I obfervedthat it produced effedts according to the nature 
of the furfaces. Now if the matter when in the conllitution were to adt 
upon the fame fpccific principles with that which is applied, we Ihould 
have gonorrheeas when it attacked a canal ; fores or chancres when it 
attacked other furfaces ; but it has never been yet known to produce a go- 
norrhoea from the conAitution, though this has indeed been fufpcdled. For 
fomc gonorrhoeas in which it has not been clear how they were contradled, 
and which did not ealily give way to the common methods of cure, have 
been fuppofcd to have arifen from the conAitution. Whenever the dilcafc 
aAcdls the mouth and nofc, it has always been looked upon as producing a 
true chancre ; yet even here I ftad-that fuch ulcers in their firA appearance 
ar e v e ry d ifl^r entfrom chancres. The true chancre, I obArVed, produces 
conliderable inflammation, which of courfe brings on quickly fuppuration, 
attended often with a great deal of pain ; but the local cAedfs from the con- 
Aitution are flow in their progrefs attended with little inflammation, and are 
fcldom or ever painful, except in particular parts. However this fluggilh- 
nefs in the eftedls of the {xjifon is more or lefs according to the nature of the 
parts which become difealcd ; for what the tonfils, uvula, or nofe are 
affoAcd, it’s progrefs is rapid, and the fores have more of the chancre in their 

4 E' appe.\rante 
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appearance than when it afie^ the Adn ; yet I do not think that the inflam* 
mation is fo great in them as in chancres that arc ulcerating equally faft. 

It has been luppofcd that even all the fecretions from the contaminated 
blooil could be afFefled fo as to produce a like poifon in them ; and as the 
parts of generation are thrown in the way of receiving it, when frefli con- 
trafted, lb they ftill lie under the cenfure of having it returned upon them 
from the conftitution. Hence it has been fuppofed that the tefticles and 
vcficulac feminales may be afleded with the difeale ; die femen may become 
venereal, may communicate the dilcafe to others, and after impregnation 
may even grow into a pocky child : but all this is without foundation t 
otherways when a pcrlbn has the lues venerea no fccreting forface could be 
free from the Rate of a gonorrhoea, nor could any fore be other than venereal. 
Contrary to all which the fecretions arc the fame as before ; and if a fore is 
produced by any other means in a found part, diat fore is not venereal, 
nor the matter poifonous, although formed from the iiunc blood. 

The faliva in the cafe of a mad dog being a natural fecretion remlcred 
poifonous, may be brought as an argument in contradidion to this theory ; 
yet it is eafily accounted for, and might be produced rather as an argument 
in fupport of it. In the dog there is an irritation peculiar to the hydropho- 
bia in the falivary glands ; but the other and natural fecretions of the fame 
dog, are not capable of giving this infedion, becaufe they arc not fufceptible 
of the hydrophobiacal irritation, and therefore have it not. 

The breath and fweat arc fuppofed to carry along with them contagion. 
The milk of the breafl is fuppofed to be capable of containing venereal poi- 
ibn, and of aifeding the child who fucks it ; but there are fcvcral reafbns 
which overturn thefe opinions. Firfl, we find that no fecretion is afieded 
by this poifon, excepting where the fccreting organs have been prevloufly 
affeded with venereal inflammation or irritation, or it’s Ipecific mode of 
adion. Again, if they were contaminated fo as to produce matter fimilar 
to that of an ulcer in the throat, fuch matter would not be poifbnous, nor 
pofTcfs a power of communicating the difeafe, as will be explained more 
fully hereafter. Further, true venereal matter, even when taken into the 
flomach, docs not affed cither the flomach or conflitution, but is digcRcd j 
as was evident in the two following cafes. 

A gentleman 
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A gentkman who had chancres which difeharged largely, ufed to wait 
the parts with milk in a tea-cup with fome lint, and generally let the lint 
lie in the cup in the milk. A little boy in the houfc Hole the milk and 
drank it, but whether or not he fwallowed the lint was 'not known. No 
notice was taken of this by the gentleman either to the family or the boy j 
and attention unknown to the family was paid to the boy even for years, 
but nothing happened that could give the leail fufpicion of it's having af- 
ieded him cither locally in the ftomach or conllitutionally. 

A gcutlanan had a moA violent gononficea in which both the inflam- 
mation and the difeharge were remarkably great. He had alfo a chotdee 
which was very troublefome at night when in bed. In order to cool the 
parts and keq> them clean he had a flnall bafon of milk by the bed fide, 
in which, when the chordcc was troublefome, he got up and dipped or 
waftied the penis. This operation he frequently repeated in the night. 
Under fuch complaints he allowed a young lady to fleep with him. Her 
cuAom was to have by the bed llde a bafon of tea to drink in the morning 
before foe got up ; but unfortunately for the lady, foe drank one morning 
the milk inflead of the ten. This was not known till foe got up, which 
was five or fix hours after. I was fent for diredly, and in the mean time 
foe endeavoured to vomit, but could not. When I came I ordered ipeca- 
cuanha, which was to be lent for, and which is flow in it’s operation. She 
vomited, but it was more foan eight hours after drinking the milk and 
water, and what came up was nothing but (lime, mucus, or water, the 
milk being digcAed. I was attentive to what might follow, but nothing 
uncommon happened, at leafi for many months. 

It is alfo fuppofod, that a foetus in the womb of a pocky mother may be 
infected and have the difeafe from her, as it were naturally interwoven with 
it. This I fooiild doubt very much, both from what may be obforved of 
the focretions, and from finding that even the matter from fuch conflitu- 
donal inflammation is not capable of communicating the difeafe as before 
mentioiwd. However, one can conceive the bare poflibility of a child 
being afledted in the womb of a pocky mother, not indeed from the difeafe 
of the mother, but from a part of the fame matter which contaminated the 
mother and was abforbed by her j and whether irritating her folids to adtion 
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or not may poflibly be conveyed to the child, pure as abforbed ; and if fo 
it may affe£t the child exadly in the fame way it did or might have done 
the mother. This idea has been carried ftill further j for it has been fup- 
pofed that fuch a contaminated child could contaminate the breafts of a 
clean woman by fucking her, the pofiibility of which will be conhdered 
prelcntlv. We may obferve, that even the blood of a pocky perfon has no 
power of contaminating, and is not capable of giving the difeafe to another 
even by inoculation ; for if it were capable of irritating a found fore to a 
venereal inflammation, no perfon that had this matter circulating, or had 
the lues venerea, could efcape having a venereal fore whenever he is bled or 
receives a fcratch with a pin, the part fo wounded turning into a chancre. 
For if venereal matter had been on the point of the lancet, or on the point 
of the pin, the pundhires would have become chancres. 

II. OF THE MATTER FROM SORES IN THE LUES VENE- 
REA COMPARED WITH THAT FROM CHANCRES AND 
BUBOES. 

When the matter has got into the conftitution it from thence produces 
many local efledls qn different parts of the body, which are in general a 
kind of inflammation, or at Icall an incrcafed adlion occafioning a fuppura- 
tion of it’s own kind ; it is fuppofed that the matter produced in confcquence 
of thefe inflammations, fimilar to the matter from a gonorrha*a or chancre, 
is alfo vc.ncrcal and poifonous. This I believe till now has never been 
denied j and upon the firft view of the fubjedl one would be inclined to fup- 
pofe that it really (hould be venereal : for firft the venereal matter is the 
caiifc; and again the fame treatment cures both dileafos j thus mercury 
cures both a chancre and a lues venerea ; however this is no decifive proerf", 
as mercury cures ituuiy difeafes beJides the venereal. On the other hand 
there arc nrany ftrong rcafons for believing that the matter is not venereal. 
There is one curious f.idt which fhows it is either not venereal, or if it be, 
that it is not capable of adting in fome refpedts on the lame body or fame 
ftatc of conftitution as that matter does which is produced from a chancre 
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or gonorrhoea. The pus from thefe latter Avhen abforbed generally pro- 
duces a bubo, as has been delcribed ; but we never -iuid a bubo from the 
abforption of matter from a pocky fore j for inftance, when there is a ve- 
nereal ulcer in the throat, we have no buboes in the glands of the neck ; 
when there are venereal fores on the arms, or even fuppurating nodes on 
'the ulna, there are no fwellings of the glands of the arm-pit ; although fuch 
will take place if frefh venereal matter is applied to,a common fore on the 
arm, hand, or fingers. No fwelling takes place in the glands of the groin 
‘from either nodes or blotches on the legs and thighs. It may be fuppofqd 
-that there is no abforption going on from fuch fores ; but I think we have 
no grounds for fuch fuppofition. It’s mode of irritation, or the adtion of 
the parts aSedted is very difforentfrom what happens in the chancre, gonor- 
rhoea or bubo, being hardly attended with inflammation, which in them is 
■generally violent. 

■ It might be fuppofed that a confHtution truly and univerfally pocky, is 
mot to be afiedted locally by the fame fpecies of matter ; but from the fol- 
lowing experiments it would appear that matter from a gonorrhoea or chancre 
'is capable of affedling a man locally that is already poxed; and that matter 
from pocky fores, arifmg from the conftitution, has not that power. 

A man had been afledled with the venereal difeafe a long time, and had 
been feveral times falivated, but the difeafe flill broke out anew. He was 
■taken into St. George’s Hofpital, affcdlcd with a number of. pocky fores; 
and before I put him under a mercurial courfo I made the following experi- 
ment : I took fome matter from one of the fores upon the point of a lancet, 
and made three fmall wounds upon the back where the fkin was fmooth 
and found, deep enough to draw blood. I made a wound fimilar to the 
other three, with a clean lancet, the four wounds making a quadrangle ; 
but all the wounds healed up and none of them ever appeared after. 

This experiment I have repeated more than once, and with the fame 
rcfult ; it fhows that a pocky perfon cannot be affcdlcd locally with the 
•matter proceeding from the fores produced by the lues venerea. But to fee 
how far real venereal matter was capable of producing chancres on a pocky 
perfon, I made the following experiment. 

♦e 4 F A man 
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A man who had venereal blotches on many parts of his Ikin, was ino- 
' culated in (bund parts with matter from a chancre, and alfo with matter 
from his own fores. The wounds impregnated with the matter from the 
chancres became chancres, but the others healed up. Here then was a 
venereal conditution capable of being affedted locally with frcfli venereal 
matter. This experiment I have liliewil'e repeated more tiian once, and 
always with the fame eflfedt. 

I Ordered a perfon at St. George’s Hofpital to be inoculated with the 
matter taken fk>m a well marked venereal ulcer on the tonfil, and alfo with 
matter from a gonoirhcea, which produced the fame effedts as in the pre- 
ceding experiment ; that is, the matter from the gonorrhoea produced a 
chancre, but that from the tonfil had no effed);. 

A woman, aged twenty-five, came into St. George’s Hofpital, Auguft 
21, 1782, with fores on her legs, and blotches over her body. Her huf- 
band was a foldier. He gave her the venereal difeafe, December 1781. 
Her lymptoms then were a difeharge from the vagina, and a Imall fwel- 
ling of the glands of the groin, which were painful. She had taken Ibme 
pills, fuppofed to be mercurial, to the niunber of thirty. February 1782, 
about three months after being infedted, the difeharge flopped, but the 
fwelling, which had been gradually incrcafing ever fmee it’s firll appear- 
ance, had now fuppurated. She applied fome ointment to it which was 
brought her by her hufband, and in tw'O months it got well, that is, in 
April 1782. After the bubo got well, a difeharge from the vagina came 
on, for which fhe took more of the fame pills fhe had taken before, to 
the number of thirty. After this time blotches came out over her whole 
body ; fome of which about her legs, under her arms, and upon her nip- 
ples, ulcerated. 

Twins, which fhe bore at eight months, in March 1782, at the time 
the bubo was healing, had blotches upon them at their birth, and died fbon 
after. 

Another girl, about two years old, whom fhe fuckled, was alfo covered 
with blotches when fhe came to the hofpital. 

To afeertain whether her fecondary ulcers were infedUous, that is, whether 
the matter of them would have the fpecific cffedls of venereal matter, fhe 
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was Inoculated with fome matter from one of Iicr own ulcers, and with fome 
matter from a bubo of anotlier perfon where mercury had not been ufed. 
This was done, September i8, 1782. September 19, the pundhire where 
flic was inoculated with her own matter gave her pain three hours from the 
;time of inoculation, and the day following it inflamed a little. The odier 
had not then inflamed at all. 

: September 20, both the pundures had fuppurated and had the appear- 

ance of a fmallpox puftule j they fpread confiderably, and were attended 
,with a good deal of inflammation. That from her own matter healed 
with common poultices, and ointments without mercury;, but the other, 
although treated in a fimilar way, continued in the fame ftate, attended 
with much pain and inflammation. 

September 22, the child was inoculated with fome matter from one of 
it’s own ulcers, and with fome common pus. The pundtures both inflamed 
in a fmall degree, but neither of them fuppurated. 

' The mother and the child went into the falivation ward, Odober 2:, 
1782 ; the cliild took no mercury. It was fuppofed that it’s gums became 
a little fore ; and the blotches got well. 

During the time that the mother was ufing mercury, the ulcer from 
inoculation began to get well, and all her venereal fymptoms difappeared. 
What fliall we fay to this cafe ? Were the blotches venereal ? There was 
every leading clrcumftance to make us think lb, which was ftrengthened 
. by the method of cure. If they were venereal it ftrengthens my opinion 
that the conftitutional appearances of the dileafe do not produce matter of 
.the lame fpecies that produced them. If it was not venereal, then it fl>ows 
we have no ablblute rule by which to judge in fuch cafes. 

It has been fuppofed and aflerted from obfervation, that ulcers in the 
mouths of children from a conftitutional difeafe, which conftitutional difeale 
was fuppofed to be derived from the parent, produced the fame difeafe upon 
the nipples of women who had been fucked by them, giving it as it were at 
the third hand; that is, the children were contaminated cither by their 
mothers or fathers having the difeafe in form of a lues venerea (of which 
1 have endeavoured to Ihow the impoflibility) ; the child was the fccond, 

and 
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and the nurfe was the third. If however it were pollible to contaminate 
once in this way it would be pofllble to contaminate for ever. 

How far the obfervations upon which the before mentioned opinion is 
•founded have been made with fufficient accuracy to overturn thofc which I 
made with a view to afcertain the truth, I know not. But from a more 
accurate inveftigation of fome of thofc cafes which were by moft of the 
faculty called venereal, they appeared evidently not to be fuch : to fay what 
-they were would lead us into the confideration of other difeafes. The fol- 
lowing cafe may leflen our faith in the hiftorics of fuch as have been fuppofed 
to be venereal. 

Before I deferibe the cafe I fliall lirft mention fome of the circumflances 
leading to it. 

A child was fuppofed to infedf it's nurfe with the venereal difeafe. The 
parents had been married above twelve years when this child was born. The 
father was a very fond hufband, and the mother one of the mildefl and moft 
affoftionatc women that could poflibly cxift. The father had a venereal 
gonorrheea two years before he married, that is, fourteen years before the 
birth of the child. About nine months after marriage they had a child, 
and afterwards a fecond, both of which were extremely healthy at birth, 
and ftill continue fb. The mother 'fell into a weakly ftate of health and 
mifearried of her third child at the end of five months. The fourth child 
'came at feven months, but was puny, weak, and had hardly any cuticle 
when Ixnm. It was immediately after birth attacked with a violent diforder 
in the bowels fo as to purge blood. It died in a few days and was opened 
'by me. The whole fkin was almoft one excoriated furface. The inteftines 
were violently inflamed and thickened. 

With her fifth child, from great care, fhe went eighth months, and it 
was iK}W hoped that fhe might go the foil time, and alfb that this child 
might be more healthy than the former. When fhe was delivered, the 
child was very thin, but free from any vifible complaint. 

Some days after birth it became bliftered in a vaft number of places on 
it’s body, which blifters were filled with a kind of matter, and when they 
broke they difcharged a thinnifh pus. The infide of the mouth was in the 
fame condition. Bark was given to the nurfe. Bark in milk was given 
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to the child by the mouth, and it was fomented with decoAlon of bark; 
but in about three weeks after birth it died. 

Some weeks after the death of the child the nurfe’s nipple, and the ring 
round the nipple, inflamed, and fores or ulcers were formed with a circum- 
feribed bafe.* They were poulticed, but without benefit. She alfo complained 
of a fore throat, but the fenfation fhe complained of was fb low in the 
throat that nothing difeafed could be Icon. A fwelling took place in the 
glands of the arm-pit, but they did not fuppuratc. She applied to a phy- 
ftcian, and from the account fhe gave he pronounced her difeafe to be vene- 
real, and that fhe had given fuck to a foul child ; and ordered ten boxes of 
mercurial ointment to be rubbed in on her legs and thighs, eight of which 
had been ufed when I faw her, and then her mouth was become extremely 
lore. 

Thefe circumflances came to the ears of the family, and an alarm took 
place. The hulband went from furgeon to furgeon, and from phyfician to 
phylician, to know if it was poffiblc for him to have the difeafe for four- 
teen years, and never to have perceived a Angle fymptom of it in all that 
time : or if it was poflible he could get children with the difeafe now, when 
the two firft were healthy. He alfo wanted to know, if it was poffiblc for 
his wife to have caught the difeafe from him under fuch circumflances ; and 
alfo, if Ihe could breed children with this difeafe, although flie herfclf never 
had a Angle fymptom of it. If we take all the above mentioned circum- 
ftances as fadls, it was impoffible there could be any thing venereal in the 
cafe ; but as they could not be abfblutcly proved to be fiufts, there ranained 
a doubt in the mind, a fomething ftill to be proved. 

Now let us fee what the refult of the cafe itlclf fays. The nurfe’s mouth 
was become extremely fore from the mercury when I Arft Aiw her. I deAred 
that Mr. Pott might fee her along with me ; and it was the opinion of us 
both, that the fores on the nipple and round it were not venereal ; but it was 
allcdgcd, tliat as fhe had taken mercury their not having a venereal appear- 
ance now was owing to that caufe. The bark was given, as alfo the far- 
faparilla, but tlie fores did not heal, nor did they get worfe j nor did the 
mouth get better by leaving off the mercury ; tliey both as it were become 



* She had but one bread that gave miUc. 
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Aatkmaiy. ordered the hemlock, famt that appeared to have no efieft.. 
While this was going on eruptions broke out on the ikin. The ikin.ofithe 
hands and fingers peeled :off; the nails of both fingers and toes fcparatod,iind 
feres formed about their roots, which were all fuppofed (by many) to be von 
nereal. But fbme of them appearing while the oonflitution was full of 
mercury, and others difaf^eaiing without any further ufe of that medicine,. 
I. was clear they were not. We fu^iaifled that her mode of living was fuch, 
as contributed greatly, to the. continuance of her firft complaint, . and gavc- 
ri& to the new. ones j flie looked d^efted and fallow. She was dsfired to. 
go into an hDfpital;.wduch:fhe:did. As.foon.asrfhe gDt into a warm bed,, 
and had good wholefame.food flie-began to mend, and in. about five or fix; 
weeks fhe. had got fat /and almoft: well, the fore only, about the root of the- 
nail of the great toe had not healed j but that appeared now to be owing to. 
the root of the nail being detached, therefore adfmgas an extraneous body. 
She came out of thfiihofpital before this toe had got well, and by returning; 
te her old poor mode of living • the forenefs in the mouth returned ; however 
fhe. mended in the end without the ufe of more mercury. 

This cafe I fhall farther conhder when on difeafes rcfcmbling the venereal. 

The following cafe will further prove that we often fufped complaints to . 
be venereal when they really, are not. 

A' gentleman had' for fome time blotches on his fkin. The face, arms,, 
legs and thighs, were in many places covered with them, and they were 
in their didkrent Aages of vblence. In this fituation he applied to me ; and 
I muA'own they had a very fufpicious appearance. I afked him what he. 
fuppofed thefe blotches were j he faid he fuppofed them to be venereal.. 
I afked him when he had a recent venereal complaint ; he told me not for 
above twelve months. I then afked him how long he had had the blotches ; ■ 
and the anfwer was, above fix months. As this was a fufficient time for. 
making obfervations upon diem that might afeertain better, than the mere 
appearance what they were, I afked him if any of the blotches that came« 
firfl had difappeaied in that time ; and he faid many ; I defired to fee where- 
thofe had been ; and on examining I found only adifcoloorcd fkin, common t 
to the healing of fuperfkial fores. I then declared to him that they werc- 
not venereal, for none would have difappeared if they had. He now in- 
formed 
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that be~had been taking meicury ;> and this information obliged' 
me to hanre rcoourle to further inquiries ; and I therefore alked him, whether 
while he was tiking mercury many of the firft got well ? The anfwer was,' 
yes. And was the cure of thole imputed to the mercury ? The anfwer was 
again, yes. I then alked him, if while he was taking the mercury, which' 
appeared to have cured Ibme, did thofo that' now remain, <arifo ? Yes. My 
next queftkot was, how long had he taken mercury? Hefaid forlixrhonths. 
I then declared they were not venereal, nor ever had been venereal.- I alked' 
him, what was irow the opinion of his furgeon ? He faid that his opinion' 
ftill was, that they were veneiealiand that he Ihould go on with the mer- 
cury. 1 adviftd him tO/take no medicines whatever ; to live well, avoiding’ 
exoefs^ and to come to me in three weeks ; which he did, and then he was' 
perfodlly wdl, only the Ikin was llained where the blotches had been. 
He now alked me, what he was next to do ? I told him' he might go to ' 
the foa and bathe for a month. Tlris he did, and returned well and healthy,- 
and has continued fo. < 



III. OF THE LOCAL EFFECTS ARISING FROM- THE CON- 
STITUTION CONSIDERED AS CRITICAL— SYMPTOMATIC 
FEVER. 

How far the eruptions or local efieds of this dileaie arifing from the 
conltitution arc an effort of nature to clear hcrlelf of this diloile, is not cer- 
tain. I oblared, that a gonorrhoea might be produced by a general law in ' 
the animal (economy by which it endeavours to relieve itlclfof the irritation' 
by producing a difeharge j and that in chancres a breach is made in' the 
Iblids for the fame purpofe, although this purpole is not anfwcred in either ; ' 
nature not having a provifion againll this poifon. But how for a fimilar- 
attempt takes place in a lues venerea I do not know ; and if it was upon - 
the fame principle, the fame realbn might be expedted to be given, why 
the conftitution is not capable of relieving itfclf in the prelent inllance tliat 
was given when treating of tlie primary afiedions, becaule in this as it was • 
in the other, the matter formed might be fuppofod to be venereal ; and ' 
. therefore 
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therefore by being abforbed by the very furface which produced it as in a 
chancre, it might keep up the conftitutional difeafe. ' If this were! really 
the cafe it would be very different from many other fpecific difeafes ; for the 
rc-ifon why many fpecific difeafes cure themlelveg, is that the irritation can- 
not lafl beyond a Aated time ; and alfo that in many, the patient is never 
fufceptible of the fame difeafe a fecond time, as in the fmallpox. If this 
was not the cafe, a perfon once having the fmallpox would always! have 
them; for according to one fuppofition, that abforption of it’s own pus 
keeps up the difeafe ; and according to aiKither, that the irritation never 
wears itfelf out, the patient would either never be free, or have them re- 
peated for ever ; for his own matter would give the difeafe a fKond time, a 
third time and fb on.' But the venereal matter when taken into the confti- 
tution produces an irritation which is capable of being continued independent 
of a continuance of abforption ; and the confHtution has no power of relief, 
therefore a lues venerea continues to encreafe. This* circumflance is perhaps 
one of the beft diftinguifhing marks of the lues venerea, for in it’s. ulcers 
and blotches it is often imitated by other difeafes, which not having this 
property will therefore heal and break out again in fomc other part ; difeafes 
in which this happens fhow thcmfclves not to be venereal ; however we 
are not to conclude, becaufe they do itot heal of themfelves and give way 
only to mercury that therefore they are venereal, although this circura- 
flance joined to others gives a flxong prefumption of their being fuch. 

When the parts contamiiuited aflume the venereal adfion, we commonly 
find fever, rcfUcflhefs or want of deep, and often headach ; but I believe 
that thefe fymptoms arc rather peculiar to the difeafe when the fixond order 
of parts, the periofleum and bones, come into adlion, although they arei 
foraetimes found of the firft. Do thefe fymptoms arife-from the local irri-' 
rations affeifling the conflitution ? And are they merely fympathetic ? What- 
ever the immediate caufe may be, they never go off till the local irritations 
are removed. This fever at firA has much the appearance of the rheumatic 

• This circumAancr alone is a ftrong proof that people cannot have the fmallpox twice, all 
lead at any diftance of time between, if they had fair eruptions the firft time ; for if the confti- 
tution was not fo altered as not to he fufceptible of this irritation a iccond time, a perfon would 
have thciD immediately upon the going oS' of the Srft. 

fever; 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE LUES VENEREA. 



30 ! 

fever, and after a time it partakes a good deal of the nature of the 
hedlic, 

Thefc fymptoms often take place independent of or unattended by any 
local atftion, and when that is the calc it becomes very uncertain what the . 
diftafe is ; for we may obferve that in the proof of any point which 
cannot be made out diredlly it is the concurrence of circumftances that 
becomes the proof. Many of thefe fymptoms give way to mercury, which 
is probably the only concurring circumftance attending this complaint 
that is a proof of it’s being venereal.* It rather however appears to be 
againft this idea that for the mod part a much fmaller quantity is fuf- 
licient for the cure of fuch fymptoms than what is neceflary for the cure 
of local complaints. But if mercury always cured them it would not be 
very material what they were called. It is worth conftdcration however, 
how far the venereal poilbn when in the conftitution does or does not 
always produce local effedts, that it in general does we are certain j but 
whether it is ever a caulc of conftitutional lymptoms, limply, fuch as lofs 
of appetite, wafting, debility, want of deep, and fever, at laft becoming 
hcdlic, is uncertain ; and it is alfo uncertain if it is ever capable of pro- 
ducing local aftions from irritations only without an alteration of the 
ftmdlure of the parts irritated, as cough, fccretion from the lungs, purging, 
hcadachs, ficknefs, pains in different parts of the body like rheumatic 
pains, but not from an alteration of the ftru^re of the part taking place, 
as beginning nodes. If fuch effedls take place, we muft in fuch a cafe 
rely entirely on the hiftory of the difeafe, and pronounce according to 
probability. Such complaints come oftner under the management of the 
phyfician riian the furgeon, to whom I would recommend a particular at- 
tention to this. 

The fever in confcqucnce of the venereal irritation, like moft other 
fevers, deranges the conftitution which thereupon affumes fuch adtions as 
it has the greateft tendency to. It is capable of producing glandular 
fwellings in many parts of the body, and probably many of the nodes 



* Here it is to be underftood, that having had the ddeale in the Jbrm of gonorrhoea or chancre 
is not to be confidercd at ftrong evidence. 
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that arife in the time of this fever may proceed from the fever, and fimilar 
to every fuch effedt from whatever caiife it does not partake of the difcalc 
which produced it, for it is not venereal : it only takes place in conftitu- 
tions very fufceptible of fuch a<fUon where the predifpofmg caufe is ftrong 
and probably at fcafons moll fitted to produce it, only waiting the imme- 
diate caufe to put them into aftion, fuch will and do go away of them- 
felvcs when the predifjx>ling caufe ceafes, fuch as feafon. 



IV. OF THE LOCAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL FORMS OF 
THE DISEASE NEVER INTERFERING WITH ONE ANO- 
THER. 

I obferved when treating of the gonorrhoea and chancre, that they do 
not interfere when occurring in the lame peribn, the one neither increafing 
the lymptoms, nor retarding the cure of the other. And it may alfo be 
obferved, that the chancre or gonorrhtEa and the conllitutional form of the 
difeafe meeting in the fame perfon do not interfere with each other, either 
in their fymptoms or cure; therefore a man may have any one of the 
kinds, and then get another without increafing the lirll, or having tlic lall 
increaled by the firlL 

To explain tliefe elfe<fls more fully, let me obfcrve, that if a man has a 
gonorrhoea, and a chancre appears fome days after, the chancre does not 
either increafe or diminifli the gonorrhoea. Again, if a man has either a 
gonorrhoea, a chancre, or both, and a lues venerea enfue in confequence of 
either of thefe, neither the gonorrhoea nor chancre is affedled by it. If a man 
has a lues venerea and gets either a gonorrhoea, or chancre, or both, neither 
of them affedls the lues venerea, nor arc their fymptoms the worfe. Nor is 
the cure of either fingly, retarded by the prefence of the other ; for a gonor- 
rhoea is as cafily cured when there arc chancres, as when there are none, even 
although the chancres arc not attempted to be cured ; and a chancre may 
be cured locally independent of the gonorrhoea. Further, a gonorrhoea, 
chancre, or both, may be as cafily cured, when the conllitution is poxed 
either by them, or previous to their appearance, as when the perfon is in 
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fcrfcdl health ; but the chancre has this advantage, that tlie conllitution 
cannot be cured without it’s being likewiie cured. 1 

The gonorrhoea and chancre indeed lb far influence one another, as the 
one can be in fome degree a caufc of prevention of the other, as has been 
already obferved j but I believe that this circumftance does not alfift in the 
cure of either, yet I could conceive it might, each ading as a derivator to 
the other, without increafing it’s own Ipecific mode of adtion. 



V. OF THE SUPPOSED TERMINATION OF THE LUES 
VENEREA IN OTHER DISEASES. 

This difeafe feldom or ever interferes with other dilbrders, or runs into, 
or terminates in any other, although it has been very much accuied of 
doing fo ; for a termination of one dilcale in another, as I underRand the 
expreflion, mull always be a cure of the one terminated j but the venereal 
difeafe never terminates till the proper remedy is applied, and therefore never 
can run into any other difeafe. 

That venereal complaints may be the caufc of others I think is very pro- 
bable. I have fecn a chancre the immediate caufc of an erilypelatous in- 
flammation, but the venereal did not terminate in the erilypelatous inflam- 
mation, for if it had the chancre would have been cured ; nor was the 
erilypelatous inflammmation venereal ; the chancre only adted here as a 
common irritator, independent of the fpecific quality of the difcafe as a 
caufc. I have known a venereal bubo become a fcrofulous fore as foon 
as the venereal adtion was dellroyed by mercury ; this was not a venereal 
terminating in a fcrofulous affedlion, for in fuch a view the fcrofula mull 
have cured the venereal. The venereal difcafc would fcem only to partake 
of the nature of fuch dilbrders as the conllitution was prcvioully difpofcd to, 
and may pulh into adtion the caufcs of thefe dilbrders. The fame obfcrva- 
tion and mode of reafoning holds equally good witli refpedt to other di- 
feafes. The common fymptoms however of the lues venerea, though in 
fome degree according to the conllitution, are not fo much fo as either in 
the chancre, or the gonorrhoea ; for the lues venerea is attended witli very 
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little Inflammation, which in general partakes much more" of the nature of 
the conftitution than any other difeafed adtion. 



VI. OF THE SPECIFIC DISTANCE OF THE VENEREAL 

INFLAMMATION. 

I have already obferved, that many fpecific difeafes, as allb thoie aiiling 
from poifon, have their local effedts confined to certain diflances, which I 
have called their local fpecific diftance j and it would appear from obferva- 
tion, that the venereal Irritation and inflammation, of whatever kind it may 
be, is guided by this principle ; for it feldom extends far beyond the furface 
that receives it j the neighbouring part not having a tendency to fyrapathile, 
or run calily into this kind of inflammation. This is the rcafon why we find 
a gonorrhoea Ibr weeks confined to one fpot in the urethra in men, and for 
mondis to the vagina in women, not extending farther in either. In chancres 
allb the inflammation is confined to the feat of the lore without becoming lb 
diffiifed as when from common accidents. As a further proof of this fadt, we 
find it is allb confined to the glands of the groin in calcs of buboes till mat- 
ter is formed in them s which matter adts as a common irritator and the I'pe- 
cific is in Ibnie degree loft, and then the inflammation becomes fomewhat more 
dilFurod, as happens in common inflammation. We alfo fee that the fenw 
thing happens in venereal ulcers when they arife from the conftitution j their 
fizc is at firft but fmall and they arc merely local, but as the dilcalc increalies, 
the fize increalcs, but ftill they remain circurofciibcd, not becoming difliiled. 
Perhaps all poifons and fpecific difeafes agree in this property of having 
their inflammation limited and circumferibed in a manner peculiar to them- 
fclves, for we find that the inflammation of the fmallpox, mealies and 
chickenpox, is each circumferibed in it’s own way. From hence it muft 
appear, that the human body in general is not fo fufceptible of fpecific irri- 
tations as it is of the common, or what may be called the natural. But 
we muft alfo confider, that the common inflammation in very healthy con- 
ftitutions has it’s fpecific diftance, although not fo determined or circum- 
IL'ribed as is that of the fpecific in fuch cooftitutions > dierefore we may 

realbnably 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE LUES VENEREA. 



305 

rcafonably fuppofe, that fuch healthy conftitutions arc the furthcft in difpo- 
fition from the inflammatoiy adlon j and we may alfo fuppofe ftill more fo 
from the fpccific. What would appear to ftrengthcn this idea is, that when 
the conftitution is fuch as readily goes into inflammation, the more readily 
does the inflammation fpread, every part being fufceptible of fuch adion ; 
and we find that in many the fpecific alfo fpreads, although not in fo great 
a. degree, from which we may fuppofe that the fpecific is always a more 
confined mode of adtion. I have fufpeded that when the body was difpofed 
to increafe the inflammation beyond the fpecific diftance, it was of the erily- 
pclatous kind, as was mentioned before, and which is to be attended to in 
the cure. 



VII. OF THE PARTS MOST SUSCEPTIBLE OF THE LUES 
VENEREA— OF THE TIME AND MANNER IN WHICH 
THEY ARE AFFECTED— WHAT IS MEANT BY CONTA- 
MINATION, DISPOSITION AND ACTION— SUMMARY OF 
THE DOCTRINE. 

When I afligned the caufes for lb great a difference in the effeds of the 
fame poifon upon two different furfaccs, as forming the gonorrheea and 
chancre, I then faid I did not know whether fimilar furfaces in every part 
of the body were equally fufceptible of this irritation, having but few com- 
parative trials of the dired application of the poifon to other parts befides 
thofe of generation. But it would appear that fome parts of the body are 
much lefs fufceptible of the lues venerea than others ; and not only fo, but 
many parts, fo far as we know, are not fufceptible of it at all. For we 
have not yet had every part of the body affeded j we have not feen the brain 
affeded, the heart, flomach, liver, kidneys, nor other vifeera } although fuch 
cafes arc deferibed in authors. But as there are different orders of parts 
refpeding the times of the dileafe appearing, and as the perfon commonly 
flics to relief upon the firff or fecond appearances, it may be fuppofed that 
the whole dileafe in the parts adually affeded is cured before the other 
parts have had time to come into adion, which will therefore be cured 
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under the ftate of a difpofition only, if we can conceive that a cure caa 
take place before parts have come into aiflion. But if the parts vifibly af- 
fciffcd are cured while thofc only difpofed are not, and afterwards come into 
adtion, they would form a fecond order refpedting time ; and if thefe again 
are cured, and other parts under a difpofition fliould come into adlion, fuch 
would form a third order of parts refpedling time. The lungs have been 
believed to have been affedlcd with the venereal difeafe, both from the cir- 
cumftances preceding the complaint, and from the complaint itfelf being 
cured by mercury ; and their being affedted when the other vifccra are not, 
may arile from their being in fomc degree an external furfacc, as will be 
explained hereafter. 

It is this form of the difeafe therefore that gives us the comparative fuf- 
ccptibility of parts both for difpofition and adtion. For we mull fuppofi 
that all parts are equally and at once expofed to the adlion of the poifon ; 
but though there may be various degrees of fufceptibility, it will be lutHcicnt 
for pradlicc to divide them into two, under the following appellations of 
JirJl in order, and fecond in order, to which we may add the intermediate. 

Whether the parts that arc really firll affedled are naturally more eafily 
affedled by this kind of irritation, or that fomc other circumflancc which 
belongs to thelc parts is the caufc, cannot be abfolutely determined ; but 
from conlidcring the matter attentively it would appear to be owing to fome- 
thing foreign to the conllitution, and alfo not depending on the nature of 
the parts themfelves ; for if we take a view of all the jiarts that are firll af- 
fcdlcd by this dilcafe when arifing from the conftitution, which I lhall 
fuppofe arc the parts moll fufccptible of it, we lhall lee that in the recent 
ftate of the difeafe thefe parts are fubjcdl to one general affection, while 
there are fimilar parts of the body not affedled by this difeale, and not fub- 
jedt to this general alledtion. Probably the parts fecond in order may 
naturally be as fufccptible of the irritation as thole firll in order ; but not 
being under the influence of an irritating caufc they are later in coming into 
adlion ; and there arc alfo probably other caufes in the nature of the parts 
themfelves, fuch as being indolent in all their adtions, and of courfc indolent 
in this, therefore later in coming into adlion. However it is not univerfilly 
the cafe that tlic parts which 1 have called firll in order are always fo ; on 
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the contrary, we find that this order is inverted in fome cafes, although but 
rarely. We cannot fuppofe that this difference arifes from any adtive power 
in the poifon, nor any particular diredlion of it, but from properties in the 
parts themfelves j for it may be allowed us to fuppofe, that when this mat- 
ter has got into the circulation, it ads on all parts of the body with equal 
force ; that is, it is not determined to any one part more than another by 
any general or particular power in the animal machine j nor is the nature 
of the poifon fuch as will fall more readily on one part of the body than 
another, when they are all in fimilar circuinllances. That feme parts there- 
fore are more readily alfeded by it than others, owing to circumftances 
which are no part of the animal principle, nor of the poifon ; and alfo that 
fome parts of the body have a greater tendency to be irritated by it than 
others, muff be allowed. 

The parts that are affeded by this form of the difeafe when In it’s early 
ftage or appearance, which I have called firfl; in order, are the fkin, tonfils, 
nofc, throat, infide of the mouth, and fometimes the tongue.* When in it's 
later ftate, the periofteum, fiifcia:, and bones come into adion, and thefe I 
call jecond in order of parts. Perhaps the bones come into adion from the 
membrane being affeded. 

That we may be able to account in fome meafure for thefe fimilar effeds 
as to time in diffimilar parts, fuch as the fkin and the tonfils, two very dif- 
ferent kinds of parts, let us confidcr in what circumftancc they agree, and 
why they are more fufceptible of this irritation than thofe parts that prob- 
ably are naturally as much fo, although they do not take it on fo readily, 
fuch as the periofteum, fafei®, and bones. 

The moft remarkable circumftance pcrliaps to which the external furfacc 
is expofcd, and to which the internal is not, is cold, or a fuccelfion of dif- 
ferent degrees of cold. For we may obfcrve in general, that the atmofphcrc 

* The tongue is very fubjed to have ulcers formed on it, efpccially on it’s edges. They are 
feldom very large, nor arc tliey often either very foul or have a hard bafts t thefe aie commonly 
fuppufcJ to be venereal ; but I believe they feldom are. I do not know whether I am, or not, 
acquainted with the diftinguifhing marks. I never faw but one that I fufpciifed to be either 
venereal or cancerous from it’s foul look and it’s hard balls. It gave way readily to mercury, 
therefore I fuppofed it to be vciKreal. 
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in which wc live is colder than the human body' in it’s ufual temperature, 
therefore the Ikin, &c. is continually ex[x>Ied to a cold greater than what 
the internal parts are j and we find that all thofe parts which are mofl cx- 
pofcd to this, admit of being much more ealily affected, or come more 
readily into adtion in this difeafe than the others. 

It is certain that cold has very powerful cfledts on the animal ceconomy. 
It would at Icaft appear to have great powers of difpoling the body for re- 
ceiving the venereal irritation, and going readily on with it. 

From this idea wc may account for fcveral circumftances relpedling this 
difeafe j why the mouth, nofe and fldn arc the moft frequently affcdlcd by 
it, becaufe they are moll fufceptible of it from the caufcs before mentioned, 
and for the fame reafon they come more readily into adtion. If this is a 
true folution, it alfo accounts for thofe fecond in order j for if the poifon 
has contaminated both the order of parts as to the fufceptibility and time of 
coming into adlion, it is natural to fuppofe that thole parts that arc as it 
were predifpofed by the common caufes, and therefore moll ealily affedled, 
viz. the furfaces that are moll expofed lhall come firll into adlion ; the 
parts expofed to cold in the next degree, forming the fccond in order, come 
next into adlion, fuch as bones, periolleum, &c. but even in them it is not 
in every bone alike, or every part alike in any one bone ; for it appears firll 
in thofe that are in fome meafure within the power of being ailofled by 
fympathy from application of cold to the (kin : wc find that when the 
deeper feated parts, or the parts fccond in order come into adlion, fuch as 
the periolleum or bones, it is firll in thefe that are ncarell the external fur- 
face of the body, fuch as the periolleum or bones of the head, the tibia, 
ulna, bones of the nofe, &c. nor docs it affedl thefe bones on all fides 
equally, but firll on that fide next the external furface. However, it would 
appear that in the bones there is another caufe befides the vicilCtudes of 
weather, why this difeafe Ihould attack them ; for the periolleum of bones, 
or bones thcmfclvcs, arc not liable to be difeafed on all parts in propor- 



* It it (o be uitderllood thit thit cannot hold good as an univerial principle ; it can only take 
place in the temperate and frigid zone ; fer in the torrid the heat of the furrounding atmofphcto 
is fonKUiucs greater than that of the human body. 
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lion to the diftance from the (kin, the periofteum which covers the ankles, 
or many of the joints being as near the external furfacc as many other parts 
of the pcrioltcum or bones that are afFofled. The nature of the bones 
theml'clves which are covered by that periofteum arc fomewhat different, 
they arc fofter in their texture, therefore they would feem to be affedted in 
proportion to their nearncls to the (kin and hardncls of the bones jointly ; 
which would incline us to believe that the bones arc more cafily affcdlcd, 
and rather have fome influence upon the periofteum in this dileafe, than the 
periofteum up>on them ; and this fufeeptibility in the hard bones would appear 
to be in proportion to their quantity of earth and expofure to cold combined. 

It may be objected to this theory, that the fore part of the tibia, &c. 
cannot be really colder than the back part j but then it may be fuppo(ed, 
that it is not neccff'ary that the f>art (hould be adlually cold, but only 
within the power of (ympathy. For a part that is not aiftually cold is cap- 
able of being affedted from it’s fympathiiing with a cold p>art in the fame 
manner as if adtually cold ; although perhaps not in fo great a degree, and 
therefore requires a longer time to come into adtion than if it were adhially 
cold. We find for example, that when the (kin is adhially cold, the mufclcs 
underneath arc thrown into alternate adUon, fo tliat we tremble, or our 
teeth chatter with cold, and yet it is poifiblc that thclc mulcles may not be 
colder at this time than any other j although it is moll probable that they 
are really colder,* which will affift the power of (ympathy. So far as cold 
can affedl the adlions of parts, fo far alfo will the fympathiiing part be af- 
fcdlcd in proportion as it is nearer to the parts adhially cold ; therefore the 
deeper feated parts in the venereal difeafe are later in coming into adlion. 

The adtual cold parts come firft into adtion, then thofe that arc lefs lb, 
and next thofe that are neared in fympathy, and fo on, except the parts firft 
in order of fufeeptibility have been only partially cured, and then their re- 
currence may corrdpond with the adtion of thofe that are lecond in order of 
fufeeptibility, arid all the parts will come into adlion together. What 
would feem to ftrengthen this opinion is, the different ctfedts that arile from 
different climates : in warm climates the difeale (cldom or ever arifes to (uch 

• Vide PhilolbphtnlTnnradKons, vol. 68, p*rt I, page 7. 
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a height as in cold climates; it is more flow in it’s progrcfs and much 
more eafy to cure, at leaft if we may give credit to the accouins we have 
received of the difeafe in fuch climates. 

Whether tlic difference in the time of appearance between the fuperficial 
and deeper feated parts in warm climates is the fame as in cold ones, I do 
not know ; but from the above theory it ihould not be fo great in the warm 
as in the cold climates. 

Defides the caules already mentioned, it would ajypear that there arc other* 
by which the lues venerea may lie brought fooner into adlion than it other- 
ways would be if left entirely to the nature of the conftitution ; for I think 
I have leen cafes where fever has brought it into adlion when the difpofitiori 
had been previoufly formcil. Like moft otlicr difeafcs to which there is a 
fufceptibility or difpofition, we find that any dillurbance in the conftitiitlon 
tliall call it forth : fcrofula, gout, and rheumatifm arc often called fortli in 
this way. 

Having faid that the deeper feated parts of the body come into adlion later 
than thofc that arc fuperficial, I fhall now obferve, that when the lues vene- 
rea has been cured fo far as only to remove the firft adlions, but not to 
eradicate the difpofition in the deeper feated parts, as has been explained, 
under fuch circumftances of the difeafe it never attacks again the external, 
or the parts that were firft affedted, but only the deej^er feated parts which 
arc fecond in order of time. The rcafon is, that the deeper feated parts 
had not affumed the adlion at the time of the cure of the firft. The fol- 
lowing cafes, feledlcd from a great number of fimilar ones, will illuftratc the 
dodlrincs we have laid down. 

In January 1781, A. B. had conneftion witli a woman, and two days 
after perceived an itching in the glans : at the end of four days he found 
chancres upon the prepuce. He took about twenty grains of calomel, 
and then applied to a furgeon, under whofc care he remained three months, 
that is, till April. He thought himfelf nearly well, and went into the 
country, taking a few pills with him, and at the end of another month 
believed himfelf p>crfc<Sly cured. Three months after, that is in Auguft, by 
lying in damp flieets he caught cold, and had confiderable fever, for which 
James's powders were given. Soon after taking that medicine, fpots of a 
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copper colour appeared upon his legs, and he had violent pains in his fliin 
bones. By the order of a country furgeon he rubbed in about an ounce of 
mercurial ointment, and had a flight fpitting ; the pain ceafed, the fjKits 
difappeared, and in a month he again conceived himfclf to be well ; this 
was in Odtober 1781. In June 1782, he had the influenza : about a fort- 
night afterwards his left eye inflamed, and he had a pain in the head, and 
a noife in his ears. Five days afterwards his throat became fore. Three 
weeks after the inflammation of his eye fevcral puftules made their appear- 
ance near the anus. Thefe iymptoms remained till the 21ft of Auguft, 
when he came into St. George’s Hofpital. He rubbed in ftrong mercurial 
ointment till his mouth became fore ; he fweated very much ; the pain in 
his head remained, but the complaint in his eye, and about the anus, toge- 
tlicr with the fore tliroat, were totally removed. 

It would appear that in this cafe it required fome additional power afting 
upon the body to difpofe it more readily to aflume the venere-.il adtion. That 
cold has a flrong power of this kind we have allowed, which appears in this 
cafe to have been the firft immedbte caufe } but a fever appears to have 
been equally cffedlual in producing the lecond return of the fymptoms. 

Here was tlie venereal difpofition in the conftltution from April 1781, 
die time he was cured of the local complaint, till June 1782, fourteen 
months after ; and then it reappeared eleven months after that, which 
periods might have been longer if it had not been called forth by tlic two 
circumftances of cold and fever. 

Let us confidcr how far this cafe correfponds with the opinion of tlie 
adlion being cafier of cure than the difpofition. The firft adUon, that is, 
the chancres, were perfcdtly cured by the quantity of mercury he took at 
firft, for they never recurred j but the venereal matter had produced the dil'po- 
fition in the conftltution, which was not cured by the fame quantity of mer- 
cury, for blotches appeared three months after j but all the parts that had 
uken on the difpofition at tliat time had not then come into adtion ; therefore 
only the parts which had come into adlion were cured by the fccond courfc 
of mercury ; and the other parts which had not yet taken on the adlion, 
went on with the difpofition till the uifluenza (which happened eleven months 
after) brought them uito adtion. The firft clafs of pocky appearances were 
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pcrfe^ly cured by the iecond courfc of mercury, as the local had been cored 
by the firftj for they never reappeared, not even with the Inroad. The 
fccond fet of pocky fymptoins, we have obferved, appeared to be pcrfedlly 
cured by the third couric of mercury. How far there may be a third fet of 
pocky fyrnptoms to come forth, time can only tell. 

This cafe further proves that fometiincs the fccond fet of fyrnptoms 
appear hrft, and the iirfl fccond ; and alfo fhmvs the difference in dnies be- 
tween the hrfl pocky appearances after the healing of the local, and between 
the fccond appearance of the lymptoms after the healing of the firft. 

A gentleman had a chancre in May 1781 : in the fame montli next year, 
1782, he had a gonorrhoea; and in May 1783 he had a lore throat. He 
bad no connedlion with any woman from September 1782, till IVLiy 1783, 
which was about a fortnight before his throat became fore, and had had 
no immediate local complaints. 

When I law the throat firft, I faid it tvas not venereal ; and he being 
rather of a heSic habit, was defired to go to Briftol. When at Briftol, an 
ulcer appeared at the root of the uvula, which matlc him immediately come 
back to London. When I faw this ulcer I faid it was venereal. He now 
went through what I fuppofed was a fnllicient courfc of mercury, and all 
the venereal fyrnptoms appeared to be cured.' He went into the country 
about the month of Auguft ; and about the beginning of January 1784, viz. 
lour months after the fuppofcd cure, he felt a pain, together with a fwelling, 
in his Ihin bones, for which he went through a courfc of mercury which 
removed both the pain and the fwelling. 

In this cafc we have every reafcn to fuppofe that the difpofition had taken 
place in the bones, or their coverings, from the lame caufc that affected 
the uvula ; but the uvula came firft into adlion, being of the firft order of 
parts. Whether this was really the cafe or not, we muft allow that in the 
parts fccond in order, the dif{x>fition, and not the action, did exift at the 
time when the difcafc in the uvula came into adtion, as alfo at the time 
when he went through a courfc of mercury fufficient to cure the uvula j 

* I may remark here, that only the venereal ulcer got urell by the mercury, for the former 
excoriation of (he throat coiuiaueii, but was afterwards cured by bark and Duiaparilla. 

WC 
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we muft alfo allow that the diTpoTition was not removed by the quantity 
of mercuty which was capable of removing the difeafe in the uvula. From 
all which I would draw the following inferences in confirmation of the 
preceding dodlrine : fir/l, that the parts about the throat arc capable of 
alTuming the adion fooner than the bones. Secondly, it is probable that 
mercury can cure the adion only, and not the difpofition ; and thirdly, 
that the venereal pus is not prefent in the circulation while the fc- 
condary adions take place j for if it ^ve^e, the parts firfl: in order would 
fiand an equal chance of being again contaminated, and of coming into 
adion a fecond time ; fuppofing the venereal matter Rill to exill in the con- 
ftitution after the parts firll thrown into adion are abfolutely cured, lb at 
to contaminate the parts that are fecond in order of adion, we Ihould cer- 
tainly have the parts firll in order take on the dileafe a fecond and even a 
third time, and lb on, while the lecond or third in order would be going on 
and only coming into their firll adion ; and therefore we might have thole 
that are firll in order and thofe that are lecond in order in adion at the fame 
time. This might be carried Rill further, fbr as it is pofilble foe the part* 
firR in order of fufeeptibility to have the difeale a fecond time, while tlie 
parts fixrond in order are under the influence of the firR infodion, thole firR 
in order may be contaminated a lecond time from a new or freRi infedion, 
which would be a lues venerea upon a lues venerea, a cafe which ocrtainly 
may happen. If the matter does really continue in the conRitution it would 
be natural to fuppofc that the parts moR eafily alfeded by it would romaiu 
lb as long as the poilbn remained. It may indeed be alledged, that parts 
which have already been accuRomed to this irritation and cured, arc ren- 
dered by that means lefs fufeeptible of it. 

If the poifon were Rill capable of circulating after it’s viliblc effeds were 
cured, then giving mercury in the time of a chancre can be of little fervicc, 
as it can only afliR In the cure of the chancre, but cannot praferve the con- 
Ritution from infedion, which docs not agree with experience j for pradice 
informs us, that not one in fifty would efcape the lues venerea if the chanr 
ere were only cured locally j fo that mercury has the power of preventing 
a difpofition from forming, and therefore necellary to be given while we 
fuppofc abforption going on, or while there is matter that may be abforbed. 

4 L Mcrcurv, 
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Mercury, prior to the adion, will not remove the difpoiltion, and of 
courfc will not hinder the adlion coming on afterwards j however, it is 
poflible, and moll probable, that the medicine while it is prefent will hinder 
the adlion taking place ; fo that no venereal complaints will take place 
while under the courlc of mercury, although the parts may be contaminated. 

This is not peculiar to the venereal dileale, but common to many others, 
and in fomc it may be reverled, for there are difeafes whofe difpolition can 
be cured, and therefore the adlion prevented by fuch medicines as would 
rather increafe the adlion if given in the time of it. 

The parts firll affcdlcd are more cafily cured, according to our prelcnt 
method, than the parts fecond in order. A part once pcrfedlly cured is 
never irritated again by the fame ftock of infedtion, though probably fome 
other parts in tlae conllitution are Hill under the venereal irritation. If the 
fadls llatcd be juft, the circumftancc of the dilcafe appearing to leave the 
parts firll attacked and attacking .the fecondary parts is ealily accounted for. 
It is no more than the firll parts being cured while the fecondary arc not, 
and of courfe going on wth the difeafe, the firll remaining well. 

If this mode of accounting for thefe circumftances be Juft, it proves two 
things ( firll a former allertion, that this difeafe in the form of lues venerea 
has not the power of contaminating parts, not already under it's influence, 
even in the fame conllitution ; fecondly, that the venereal poifon is not 
circulating in the blood all the time the difeafe is going on in the conftitu- 
tion j fo that moll probably the poilbn only irritates when juft ablbrbed, 
and is foon expelled or thrown out in fomc of the fecrctions. 

The above account of the lues venerea may be reduced to the following 
heads. 

Firll, that moll parts, if not all, that arc affcdlcd in the lues venerea 
are aftedled with the venereal irritation at the fame time. 

Secondly, the parts expofed to cold are the firll that take on the venereal 
adlion ; then the deeper feated parts, according to their fufeeptibility for 
fuch adlion. 

Thirdly, the venereal difpofition when once formed in a part mull necef- 
farily go on to form the venereal adlion. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, that all parts of the body under fuch difpofition do not run 
into adlion equally fall, fomc requiring fix or eight weeks, others as many 
months. 

Fifthly, in the parts that come firft into adlion the difeafe goes on increal^ 
ing without wearing itfelf out, while thofe that are Iccond in time follow 
the fame courle. 

Sixthly, mercury hinders a difpofition from forming, or in other words, 
prevents contamination. 

Seventhly, mercury does not defiroy a difpofition already formed. 

Eighthly, mercury hinders the action from taking place although the 
difpofition be formed ; and 

Ninthly, mercury cures the action. 

Thefe principles being eftablilhed, the fiifts rclpcding the cure arc eafily 
accounted for. 



CHAPTER 
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C H A P T E R II. 

' OF THE SYMPTOMS OF THE LUES VENEREA. 

W HEN the venereal matter has got into the conftitution in any of the 
ways before mentioned, it has the whole body to work upon, and 
iliews itfclf in a variety of Ihapes ; many of which putting on the appearance ' 
of a different difeafe we are often obliged to have rccourfe to the preceding 
hiftory of the cafe before we can form any judgment of it. Probably the 
varieties in the appearances may be refered to the three following circuin- 
ftances ; the different kinds of conftitutions ; the different kinds of iblids 
affe<fled j and the different difpofitions the folids are in at the time ; for I 
can eafily conceive that a p>eculiarity of conffitution may make a very mate- 
rial difference in the appearance of the fame fpecihe complaint ; and I nin 
certain tliat the iblids according to their different natures produce a very 
different appearance when attacked with this difeafe ; and I can aUb eafily 
conceive that a different difpofition from the common in the folids at the 
time, may make a confiderablc difference in the appearances. 

The difference of conffitution, and of the fame parts at different times, 
tnay have confiderable cfledfs in the difeafe appearing fooner, or later ; this I 
am certain of, tliat the different parts of tlie body produce a very confidera- 
ble difference in the times of appearance of this difeafe. That it appears 
much fooner in fome parts than in others is befl fecn where different parts 
are affedfed in the fame perfon ; for I have already endeavoured to ffiow that 
it is moll probable all the parts affedfed are contaminated nearly at the fame 
time. This difference in the times is cither owing to feme parts being na- 
turally put into adfion more eafily by the poifon than others, or that they arc 
naturally more adtivc in themfcives, and therefore probably will take on more 
quickly the adfion of c^’ery difeafe that is capable of affedfing them. 

When on the general hiflory of the lues venerea, I divided tlie parts into 
two orders, according to the time of their appearance j I alfo obferved that 

the 
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the firft were commonly the external parts, as the Ikin, nole, tonfils •, and 
that the fccx^nd were more internal, as the bones, periofleum, fafeie, and 
tendons. 

The time neceflary for it’s appearanee, or for producing it’s local effedls in 
the iieveral parts of the body moil readily afie^ted after it has got into the 
conftitution is uncertain ; but in general it is about fix weeks ; in many cales 
however it is much later, and in others much fooncr. In fome cates it ap- 
pears to produce it’s local eflfofls within a fortnight after the poffibility of the 
abforption of the matter. In one cafe a gentleman had a chancre, and a 
fwelling in the groin came on, and within the before mentioned time he had 
venereal eruptions all over the body. He could not impute this to any 
former complaint, yet there is a poffibility of it’s having arifon from the firft 
mode of catching the difoale, by ffinple contaift, at the time he got the local 
or chancre, svhich might extend the time to a week or more, although this 
it not probable. In another caie, three weeks after the healing of a chancre, 
eruptions broke out all over the body, and this happened only a fortnight after 
leaving oS the courfe of mercury that cored the chancre. The effirds on 
odier parts of the body that are Icfs fufceptible of this irritation, or arc flower 
in their adion, are of courfe much later in appearing ; and in thofe cafes 
where both orders of parts are contaminated, it is in general not till after tb< 
firfl has made it’s appearance for a confiderable time, and even peihaps after 
it has been puied ; for while the parts hrft in order of adion were contamina- 
ted and under cute, the fecond in order arc only in a Rate of contamination, 
and go on with the difeafe afterwards, although it may never again appear in 
the firft. ’ 

From this drcomftance of the parts fecond in order coming later into ac- 
tion, we can plainly fee the reaibn why it fhall appear in them, alfoough the 
firft in order may have been cured ; fiat if the external parts, or firft in order, 
have been cuied, and the internal, or fecond, hove not been cured, fuch as 
the tendons, bones, periofteum, &cc. then it becomes confined fblely to thefe 
parts. The order of parts may fomedmes be inverted, for I have feen cafes 
where the periofteum, or (>one, was afteded prior to any other part ; whether 
in the lame cafe it might in the end have afteded the Ikin, or throat, I will 
not pretend to lay, as it was not allowed to go on ; but it is poffible the fe- 

4 M cond 
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cond order of parts may be affeded without the firft having ever hero con- 
taminated. . I 

It’s effbfls upon the deeper feated parts are not like thofc produced in the 
external, and the difiercnce is fb remarkable as to give the app>carance of 
another difeaft j and a perfon accuftomed to fee it in the firft parts only, 
would be entirely at a lofs about the fecond. 

■ The parts which come firft into aftion go on with it, probably on the 
fame principle, much quicker than what the others do ; and this arifes from 
the nature of the parts, as has already been oblerved. 

Each fucceeding part that becomes affedted is flower and flower in it’s 
progrefs, and more fixed in it's lymptoms when produced f this arifes alfo 
from the natural difpofidon of fuch parts, all their aiftions being flow, which 
indolent adtion may be aflifted by the ablence of the great difpofing caufe, 
that is cold. I ihould however fufpedt that warmth did not contribute much 
to their indolence of adtion, for if it did it would aflift in the cure, which it 
appears not to do, thefe parts being as flow in their operations of reftoration 
as they arc in their addons of difeafe. We may alfo obferve, that fimilar 
parts come (boner into adtion, and appear to go on more rapidly with it, as 
they arc nearer the fourcc of the circulation. It appears earlier on the face, 
head, ftiouldcrs, and breaft, than on the legs, and the eruptions come fooncr 
to fuppuration in the before mentioned parts.* t 

The circumftance of it’s being very late in appearing in (bme parts, when 
it had been only cured in it’s firft appearances, as mentioned, has made many 
fuppole that the poifon lurked fbmewhcrc in the folids ; and others that it 
kept circulating in the blood for years. 

It is not however eafy to determine this point, but there can be no good 
reafon for the firft hypotheiis, as the lurking difpofition never takes place 
prior to it’s firft appearance ; for inftance, we never find that a man had a 
chancre a twelvemonth ago, and that it broke out after in venereal fturfs 
upon the Ikin, or ulcers in the throat. The flowneft of it’s progrefs is only 
when the parts lefs fufccptible of it’s irritation have been afledted by it. 

* Vide Introduction. 
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r. OF THE SYMPTOMS OF THE FIRST STAGE OF THE 
LUES VENEREA. 

The firft fymptoms of the difeafe' aftef abforption appear either on the 
fkin, throat, or mouthj thefc differ from one another according to the nature 
of the parts afiedl^, therefore I fliall divide them into two kinds, although 
there appears to be no diHerence in the nature of the difeafe itfblf. 

The appearance on the fkin I fhall call the firfi, although it is not always 
the firft appearance ; for that in the throat, is often as early a fymptom as 
any. The appearances upon the fkin generally fhow themfclves in every 
part of the body, no part being more fufceptible than another, firft in difeo- 
lourations, making the fkin appear mottled, many of them difappearing, 
whilft others continue, and increafe with the difeafe.* > 

In others it will come on in diftin<ft blotches, often not obferved till feurfs 
are forming ; at other times tliey appear in fmall diftind inflammations, 
containing matter and refembling pimples, but not fo pyramidal, nor fo red 
at the bale. 

Venereal blotches at their firft coming out are often attended with inflam- 
mation, which gives them a degree of tranfparency, which I think is gene- 
rally greater in the funruner, than in the winter, efpecially if the patient be 
kept warm. In a little time this inflammation difappears, and the cuticle 
peels off in the form of a feurf. This fometimes mifleads the patient, and 
the furgeon, who look upon this dying away of the inflammation as a decay 
of the difeafe, till the fuccellion of feurfs undeceive them. 

Thcfc difcolourations of the cuticle arife from the venereal irritation, and 
are feldom to be reckoned a true inflammation, for they feldom have any of 
it’s charadteriftics, fuch as tumcfadlion and pain ; but this is true only on 
thofc parts moft expoled; for in parts well covered, and in parts conftantly 

* This is not peculiar to this difeafe, it often takes place in the fm.'Ulpox. It appears as if the 
(kin took on a geiKral difpofition for difeale, but the fpccilic taking place and remaining, the other 
eruptions difappear. If this is really the cafe in the lues 'venerea, it mull be a confe<iueiice of 
fever. 

in 
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in contact with other parts there is more of the true inflammatoiy appear., 
ance, efpecially about the anus. 

The appearance of the parts themfclves next begins to alter, forming a 
copper coloured dry inelaftic cuticle, called a fcurf ; this is thrown off, and 
new ones are formed. Thefe appearances fpread to the breadth of a fix- 
pence or fhilling, but fcldom broader, at leaft for a conhderable time, every 
fiicceeding feurf becoming thicker and thicker, till at laA it becomes a com> 
mon fcab, and the difpofition for the formation of matter takes place in the 
cutis under the &ab, fo that at laft it turns out a true ulcer { in which 
fbte it commonly fpreads, although but (lowly. 

Thefe appearances aiife firft from the gradual lofs of the true found cuti- 
cle ( the difeafod ctitis having loft the difpofition to form one j and as a kind 
of fubftitute for this vrant of cuticle, an exudation takes place forming a 
fcale, and afterwards becoming thicker the matter acquiring more confid- 
ence it at lad forms a fcab s but before it has arrived at tliis fbtge the cutis 
lias given way and ulcerated, which continues gradually to change the dif- 
charge more and more into a true matter or pus. When it attacks the 
palms of the hands and the fblcs of the feet, where the cuticle is thick, a 
feparation of the cuticle takes place, and it peels off, a new one is imme- 
diately formed, which alfo feparates, fo that a feries of new cuticles takes 
place from it’s not fo readily forming feurfs as on the common fkin. If 
the difeafe is confined to thofc parts it becomes more difficult to determine 
whether or not it be venereal j for mod difeafes of the cutis of thefe parts 
produce a feparation of the cuticle attended with the fame appearances in 
all, and having nothing charadleridic of the the venereal difixUc. 

Such appearances are peculiar to that part of the common fkin of the 
body which is ufually expofed ; but when the fkin is oppofed by another 
fkin which keeps it in fbme degree more moid, as between the nates, about 
tlic anus, or between the ferotum and the thigh, or in die angle between 
the two thighs, or upon the prolabium of the mouth, and in the arm-pits, 
the eruptions never acquire the above deferibed appearances, and indcad of 
feurfs or fcabs we have the fkin elevated, or as it were tumefied by the ex- 
travalatcd lymph into a white, foft, moid, flat furfacc, which difeharges a 
white matter. This may perhaps arife from there being more warmth, 

more 
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more perfpiration, and Icfs evaporation, as well as from the fltin being thin., 
ncr in fuch places. What llrengthcns this idea ftill more is, that in many 
venereal patients I have Icen an approach towards fuch appearances on the 
common Ikin of the body ; but then it was on fucli parts as were covered 
with the cloaths j for on thole parts of the Acin that were not covered tlierc 
was only the flat feurf : thele however were redder than the ab c deferibed 
appearances, but hardly fo high. 

How far this is peculiar to the venereal difeafe I know not, as It may 
take place in moft feurfy eruptions of the Ikin. From a fuppofition of this 
not being venereal, I have ddlroycd them at the fide of the anus with caullic, 
and the patient has got well ; however, from my idea of the dii'eafe, that 
every efieft from the conftitudon is truly local, and therefore may be cured 
locally, this treatment having proved a cure does not determine the queibioni 

This difeafe on it's firft appearance often attacks that part of the fingers 
upon which the nail is formed, making that furface red which is feen 
Ihtning through the nail, and if allowed to continue a feparation of tlic nail 
takes place, iitiular to the cuticle in the before deferibed fymptoms $ but 
here there cannot be that regular fucceflion of nails as tliere is of cuticle. 

It alio attacks. the fuperficies of the body which is covered witli hair, pro- 
ducing a feparation of the hair ; a jwrvention of tlvc growth of young hair 
is alfo the confequence while the difeafe lafls. 

i The fecond part in which it appears is moft commonly the throat, fomo.- 
times the mouth and tongue. In the throat, tonfils, andinfide of the mouth, 
the difeafe generally Ihows itfcif at once in the form of an ulcer without 
much previous tumefadbion, fo that the tonfils arc not much enlarged ; fot^ 
when the venereal inflammation attacks thefe parts it af>pcars to be always 
upon flic furface, and it very loon terminates In an ulcer. 

Thefe ulcers in the throat arc to be well dlibinguiihcd from all others of 
the fame parts. It is to be remarked, that this difeafe when it attacks 
the throat, always I believe produces an ulcer ; although this is not com- 
monly underibood j for I have feen cafes where no ulceration had taken placb, 
called by miftakc venereal j it is therefore only this ulcer that is to be di- 
ftinguilhcd from other ulcers of thefe parts. This fpccies of ulcer is 
generally tolerably well marked, yet It is perhaps in all cafes not to be 
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diftinguifhed from others that attack this part, for fome fhall have the 
appearance of being venereal, and what are really venereal fliall refemble 
thofe that are not. We have fcveral dileafcs of this part which do not pro- 
duce ulceration on the furface, one of which is common inflammation of 
the tonfils, which often fuppurates in the centre, forming an ablcefs, which 
burfts by a, 'inaU' opening, but never looks like an ulcer began upon the 
furface as in the true venereal j and this cafe is always attended with 
too much inflammation, pain, and tumefadtion of the parts to be venereal; 
and if it fuppurates and burfts it fubfides dircdtly, and it is attended probably 
with other inflammatory fymptoms in the conftitution. 

There is another difeafe of thefe parts which is an indolent tumefadlion 
of the tonfils, and is peculiar to many people or conftitutions, having fome- 
thing of the ferofula in them, producing a thicknefe in the fpeech. Some- 
times the coagulable lymph is thrown out on the furface, and called by feme 
ulcers, by others Houghs, and fiich are often called putrid fore throats. Thofe 
commonly fwell to too large a fize for the venereal ; and this appearance is 
eafily diftinguifhed from an ulcer or lofs of fubftance j however, where it is 
not plain at firft fight it will be right to endeavour to remove Ibme of it j 
and if the furfece of the tonfil is not ulcerated, then we may be lure it is 
not venereal. I have I'een a chink filled with this, appearing very much like 
an ulcer; but upon removing the coagulable lymph the tonfil has appeared 
perfcdtly found. I have feen cafes of a fwelled tonfil where a Hough formed 
in it’s centre, and that Hough has opened a pafiage out for itfelf; and 
when it has been as it were fticking in this paH'age it has appeared like 3 
foul ulcer. 

The moll puzzliilg ftage of the complaint is when the Hough is come 
out, for then it has moll of the charaflers of the venereal ulcer ; but when 
I have feen the difeafe in it’s firft ftages, I have always treated it as of the 
erilypelatous kind, or as Ibmething of the nature of a carbiuicle. 

When I have feen them in their fecond ftage only I have, been apt to 
Hlippofe them venereal ; however, no man will be fo ralh as to pronounce 
what a difeafe is from the eye only, but will make inquiries into all the 
circumftances before he forms a judgment. If there have been no preceding 
local fymptoms within the proper date, he will fufpend his judgment and 
. wait 
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wait a little to fee how far nature is able to relieve hcrfelf. If there has 
been any preceding fever it will be ftill lefs probable that it is venereal. 
However, I will not fay of what nature fuch cafes are, but only that they 
are not venereal, as they are often believed to be. I have feen a fore throat 
of this kind taken for venereal, and mercury given till it Ihould affeft the 
mouth, which when it did it brought on a mortification on all thofe parts 
concerned in the firft difeafe, fo that the tonfils and the uvula mortified 
and Houghed away. It would therefore appear that this fpecies of the fore 
throat is aggravated by mercury. 

There is another complaint of thofe parts which is often taken for vene- 
real, which is an ulcerous excoriation, where the ulceration or excoriations 
run along the furfacc of the parts, becoming very broad and Ibmetimes foul 
having a regular termination, but never going deep into the fubfeancc of the 
parts as the venereal do. There is no part of the infide of the mouth ex- 
empted from this ulcerous excoriation ; but I think it is moH frequent 
about the root of the uvula, and fpreads forwards along the palatum molle. 
That fuch are not venereal is evident from their not giving way in general 
to mercury ; and I have feen them continue for weeks without altering, and 
a true venereal ulcer appear upon the centre of the excoriated part. 

The difference between the two is fo Hrong that there can be no miff ake ; 
the patients have gone through a courfe of mercury which has pcrfedly 
cured the venereal ulcers, but has had no effedf upon the others, which 
were afterwards cured by bark. 

The true venereal ulcer in the throat is perhaps the leaft liable to millake 
of any of the forms of the difeafe. It is a fair lofs of fubllance, part 
being dug out as it were from the body of the tonfil, with a determined edge, 
and is commonly very foul, liaving thick white matter adhering to it like 
a Hough, which cannot be waHied away. 

Ulcers in fuch fituations are always kept moift, the matter not being 
allowed to dry and fonn feabs, as in thofe upon the Htin ; the matter is 
carried off the ulcers by deglutition, or the motion of the parts, fo that, no 
fucceffion of feurfs or feabs can take place, as on the Htin. 

Their progrefs is alfo much more rapid tlian on the common Hein, ulce- 
ration taking place very fart. 

Like 



Digitized by Google 




3^4 



OF THE LUES VENEREA. 



Like inoft other fpreading ulcers they arc generally vay foul, and for 
the mod |iart have thickened or bordered edges, which is very common to 
venereal or cancerous fores, and indeed to mod fores which have no difpo- 
fuion to heal, whatever the fpecific difeafe may be. 

Wlicn it attacks the tongue it fometimes produces a thickening and hard- 
nefs in the part j but this is not always the cafe, for it very often ulcerates 
as in the other parts of the mouth. 

They are generally more painful than thofe of the Ikin ; although not 
fo much fo as common fore throats ariiing from inflamed tonflls. 

They oblige the perfon to fpeak thick, or as if his tongue was too large 
for his mouth, with a fmall degree of fnuffling. 

Thefe are the mod common fymptoms of this dage of the difeafe ; but 
it is perhaps impoflible to know all the fyinptoms this poifon produces when 
in the conditution. I knew a gentleman who had a teaiing cough, which 
he imputed to it ; for it came on svith the fvmptomatic fever and continued 
with it, and by uling mercury both difappeared. 

There are inflammations of the eyes which are fuppofed to be venereal j 
fur after the ufual remedies againd inflammation have been tried in vain, 
mercury has been given on the fuppofition of the cafe being venereal, and 
fometimes with fuccefs, which has tended to cdablidi this opinbn. But if 
foch cafes are venereal, the difeafe is very diflerent from what it is when 
attacking other parts, from the conditution, for the inflammation is raora 
painful than in venereal inflammation proceeding from the conditution i and 
I have never fecn fuch cafes attended with ulceration, as in the mouth, 
throat, and tongue, which makes me doubt much of their being venereal. 



II. . EXPERIMENTS MADE TO ASCERTAIN THE PROGRESS 
AND EFFECTS OF THE VENEREAL POISON. 

To afeertain fcveral fadh relative to the venereal difeafe, the following 
exiicrimcnts were made. They were begun in May 1 767. 
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Two pun^hires were made on the penis with a lancet dipped in venereal 
matter from a gonorrhoea ; one pundhire was on the glans, the other on the 
prepuce. 

This was on a Friday ; on the Sunday following there was a tealing itch- 
ing in diofc parts which lafted till the Tuefday following. In the mean 
time thefe parts being often examined, there feemed to be a greater rednefs j 

and moifture than ufual, which was imputed to the parts being mbbed. 

Upon the TueUday morning the parts of the prepuce where the pundhire had 
been made were redder, thickened, and had formed a fpieck ■, by the TueiHay 
following the fpeck had increafed and difeharged fomc matter, and there 
foemed to be a lictk pxiuting of the lip of the urethra, alfo a fenfation in it 
in making water, fo that a difeharge was cxp>e<^ed iroir. it ; the fpeck was 
now touclKd with lunar cauftk, and afterwards drdled with calomel oint- 
ment. On Saturday morning the Hough came off, and it was again touched, 
and another Hough came off on the Monday following. The preceding night 
the glans had itched a good deal, and on TucHlay a white ipeck was obl^ed 
where the pundhire bad been made j this fpxck when examined was found 
to be a pimple foil of yellowilh matter. This was now touclied with the 
cauftic, and dreHed as the former. On the Wedndday the fore on the pre- , 

puce was yellow, and therefore was again touched with cauHic. On the 
Friday both Houghs came off, and the fore un the prepuce looked red, and 
it’s baHs not fo hard ; but on the Saturday it did not look quite fo well, and 
was touched again ; and when that went off it was allowed to heal up, as 
alfo the other, which left a dent in the glans. This dent on the glans 
filled up in fome months, but for a confidcrable time it had a bluiHi caff. 

Four months afterwards the chancre on the prepuce broke out again, and 
very ffimulating applications were tried j but thefe feemed not to agree with 
it, and by letting it alone it healed up. This it did fevcral times afterwards, 
but always healed up of itfclf. That on the glans never did break out, 
and herein alfo it differed from the other. 

While the fores remained on the prepuce and glans, a fwelling took 
place in one of the glands of the right groin. I had for fomc time con- 
ceived an idea that the moff effectual way to put back a bubo was to rub in 
mercury on that leg and thigh, which would lend a current of mercury 
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through the inflamed gland; this afforded a good opportunity of malting 
the exjieriment. I had often fucceeded in tliis way, but now wanted to put 
it more critically to the tcft.‘ The fores upon the penis were healed before 
the reduflion of the bubo was attempted. A few days after beginning the 
mercury in this mcthotl the gland fublidcd confidcrably, it was then left off ; 
for the intention was not to cure it completely at prefent. The gland 
fome tintc after began to f.vell again, and as much mercury was rubbed 
in as appeared to be fufficient for the entire redudlion of the gland; but 
it was meant to do no more than to cure the gland locally, without giving 
enough to prevent the conftitution from being contaminated. 

About two months after the laft attack of the bubo, a little fharp pricking 
pain was felt in one of the tonfils in fwallowing any thing ; and on in- 
fpedlion a fmall ulcer was found, which was allowed to go on till the nature 
of it was afeertained, and then rccourfe was had to mercury. The mercury 
was thrown in by the fame leg and thigh as before, to fecure the gland 
more effeiSually, although that was not now probably neceflary. 

As foon as the ulcer was fkinned over the mercury was left off, it not 
being intended to deftroy the poifon, but to obferve what parts it would 
next affetl. About three months after, copper coloured blotches broke out 
on the fkin, and the former ulcer returned in the tonfil. Mercury was 
now applied the fccond time for thofe cfledts of the poifon from the con- 
flitution, biit flill only with a view to palliate. 

It was left off a fccond time, and the attention was given to mark where 
it would break out next, but it returned again in the fame parts. It not ap- 
pearing that any further knowledge was to be procured by only palliating the 
difeafe a fourtli time in the tonfil, and a third time in the fkin, mercury was 
now taken in a fufficient quantity, and for a proper time, to complete the 
ciu’e. 

The time the experiments took up, from the firft inlertion to the complete 
cure, was about three years. 

The above cafe is only uncommon in the mode of contradUng the difeafe, 
and the particular views with which fome parts of the treatment were di- 

• l*he pra^ice in 1767 was to apply a mercurial plaiCler on the part, or to rub in mercurial 
ointment on the part, wltich could luirdly by any other povrer tiun (vmpathy. 

rcdlcd i 
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redted ; but as it was meant to prove many things which though not uncom- 
mon arc yet not attended to, attention was paid to all the circumftanccs. It 
proves many things, and opens a field for further conjedhires. 

It proves firft, that matter from a gonorrhoea will produce chancres. 

It makes it probable that the glans docs not take on the venereal irritation 
fo quickly as the prepuce. The chancre on the prepuce inflamed and fup- 
purated in fomewhat more than three days, and that on the glans in about 
ten j this is probably the rcafon why the glans did not throw off it’s floughs 
fo foon. 

It renders it highly probable that mercury applied to the legs and thighs, 
is the beft method to refolve a bubo ; and therefore alfo the beA method of 
applying mercury to afliA in the cure, even when the bubo fuppurates. 

It alfo Aicws that buboes may be relblved in this way and yet the conAi- 
tution not fafe j and therefore that more mercury Aiould be thrown in, elpe- 
cially in cafes of cafy refolution, than what Amply rcfolves the bubo. 

It ihews that parts may be contaminated, and not having taken on the 
adtion may have the poifon kept dormant in them while under a courfc of 
mercury for other lymptoins, but break out afterwards. 

It alfo Ihcws that the poifon having orginally only contaminated certain 
parts, when not completely cured can break out again only in thofo }>arts. 



III. OF THE SYMPTOMS OF THE SECOND STAGE OF THE 
’ LUES VENEREA. 

t 

This Aagc of the difeafe is not fo wdl marked as the former, and as it is 
of more importance it requires all our difeerament to determine what the 
difeafe is. 

The parts lefs fufceptiblc of this irritation are fuch as are more out of the 
way of the great exciting caufe, which is the external air, as has been before 
related. And they begin to take on the venereal adlion whether it may or it 
may not have produced it’s local efiedts upon the external or expofed furfaccs ; 
and they even go on with the adlion in many cafes after thefe furfaccs firA 
affedted have taken on the adlion and have been cured, as has been already 
I oblcrved. 
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obicrred. Thdc deeper fntod parts are the perbilcuot, tendons, faeix, and 
ligaments ; hotvever what the parts afieded majr be ■when the ddeaic is in 
this ftage is not always certain ; I have known it produce total dcafisefs, and 
Ibme of thole cafes to end in fuppuratioit, attended with great pain in the 
ear, and fide of the head ; fuch cafes arc generally fiippofed to arife from 
feme other caufe; and nothing bat feme particular circumllanoe in the 
hiftory of the cafe, fexne fymptom attending it, or a lucky idea Ibiking the 
furgeon, can lead to the namre of the complaint. 

When thefe deeper fcated parts become irritated by this poifon, the pro.- 
grefs is more gradual than in the frril ; they have very much the charader 
^ ferofulous fewellings, or chronic rfafflwmiifm, only in this difeafe the joints 
are not fb fubjed to it as they are in the rheumatifin. We ihall find a 
Iwelling come upon a bone ■when there has been no pofTible means of catch- 
ing the infedion fi»r many months, and it will be of feme fize before it is 
taken notice of, ftom having given but litde pain. On the other hand there 
fluiH be great pain, and probably no fweiling to be obfervod till feme time 
after, l^e fame obfervations are applicable to the fweiling of tendons, and 
fafeix. 

As thefe fwellings increafe by flow degrees, they Ihow but little figns of 
inflammation. When they attack the periofleum, the fweiling has all die 
appearance of a fweiling of the bone, by being firm and clofcly conneded 
with it. 

The inflammation produced in thefe later ftages of the difeafe can hardly 
get beyond the adhefive, in which ftatc it continues getting worfe and worfc, 
and when matter is formed it is not true pus, but a (limy matter. This may 
arife in fome degree from the nature of the parts not being in themfelves cafily 
made to fuppurate f and when they do fuppurate the feme languidncfs flill 
continues, in fo much that this matter is not capable of giving the extraneous 
flimulus, fo as to excite true fuppuration or ulceration, even after the confti- 
tution is cleared of the original caufe, and then the difeafe is probably fcn>- 
fulous. Some nodes either in the tendons, or bones, laft for years before they 
form any matter at all ; and in this cafe it is doubtful whether they are 
venereal or not, although commonly fuppofed to be fo. 
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I have already oblOTed that the pain in the hrft ftages of this dilcale is 
much left than might be expedted, confidering the efiedts produced by the 
poLTon. The diieaic being very flow^ and gradual in it’s progrefs may account 
for it’s giving little pain ; an ulcer in the throat caulea no great pain, and 
the fame may be £ud of blotches on the fkin, even when they become large 
fores. 

When the periofteum and bones become adedted, the pain is fbmetimes 
very confiderable, and at other times there is hardly any 1 it is not perhaps 
eafy to account for this j we know alfo that the tendinous parts when in- 
flamed give in Ibme cafes very confiderable pain, and that of the heavy kind, 
while in others they will fwell confiderably without giving any pain. 

Thefe pains arc commonly periodical or have their exacerbations, being 
commonly worll in the night j this is common to other aches or pains, cfpe- 
cially of foe rheumatic kind, which the venereal pains refemble very much. 

When foe pain is the flrft fymptom it affords no difUnguifhing mark of 
foe difeafe, it is therefore often takm for the rheumatifm. 



IV. OF THE EFFECTS OF THE POISON ON THE 
CONSTITUTION. 

The poifonous matter limply as extraneous matter produces no change 
whatever upon the conftitudon, and whatever efledts it has depend vfoolly 
upon it’s fpecifle quality as a poifon. 'The gtmeral efieds of this poifon on 
foe conftitution are funilar to other irritatiemt, either local or confUtudonal. 
It produces fever, which is of the flow kind j and when it continues a con- 
fidcrable dmc it produces what is called a hedde difpolidon, which is no 
more than an habitual flow fever arifing from a caufe the conflitudon cannot 
overcome. While this cxifls it is impofiible that any thing falutary can go 
on in fuch a conflitudon : the padent lofes his ap|)edte, or even if his appe- 
dte is good, lofes his flelli, becomes refllefs, lofes his fleep, and looks fallow.* 

* This kiml of look although arifing entirely from a harrailcd coiiflitution is always ruppofed to 
be peculiar to a venereal one ; this idea however does not arife from the look only but from the 
leading f)inptoms. 
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In the firft ftage of this difcafc before it begins to fliow itfelf externally the 
patient has generally rigors, hot fits, headachs, and all the iymptoms of an 
approaching fever. 

Thcle fymptoms continuing for fome days, and often for weeks, fliow that 
there is fome irritating caufe which works flowly upon the conftitution ; it is 
then fup(K>fed to be whatever the Invention or ingenuity of the pradlitioncr 
fhall call it ; but the venereal eruptions or nodes upon cither the periofteum, 
bones, tendons, or other parts, appearing, ftiow the caulc, and in fome degree 
carry off the fymptoms of fever and relieve the conllitution for a little time, 
but they foon recur. 

‘ Thcfe conilitutional complaints however arc not always to be found, the 
polfon llimulating fo flowly as hardly to affedl the conRitution, unlels the 
poifun is allowed to remain in it a long time. 

There arc a number of local appearances mentioned by authors which I 
never law, fuch as the fiffures about the anus, &c. There are alfo a number 
of difeafes delcribed by authors as venereal, efpecially by ARruc and his foU 
lou'crs, which arc almoR endlefsj the cancer, fcrofula, rheumatifm, and 
gout, arc conlidercd as ariling from it, which may be in fome meafurc true, 
but they are with them the dileafe itfelf, and all their confcquences, as con- 
fuinption, wafting from want of nouriflunent, jaundice, and a thoufand other 
difeafes which happened many years before the cxiftance of die lues venerea, 
arc all attributed to it. 

There is even at this day hardly any difeale the pradtidoner is puzzled 
about, but the venereal comes immediately into his mind ; and if this became 
the caufe of careful inveftigation, it would be produdUve of good, but with 
many the idea alone fatisfies the mind. 
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CHAPTER III. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE CURE OF 
THE LUES VENEREA. 

I T has been obferved before, that there arc three forms of the venereal 
infection, gonorrhoea, chancre, and the lues venerea, which various . 
forms I have endeavouied to account for. As they all three arile from the 
fame poifon, and as the two firA depend only on a difference in the nature 
of the parts, and the lues venerea on another circumAance which has been 
explained, it would be natural to fuppofe that one medicine, whatever it is, 
would cure all the forms of this difeafe. But we find from experience, that 
this does not hold good ; for one medicine, that is mercury, cures only the 
chancre and the lues venerea, and the gonorrhuja is not in the leaA afildted 
by it j and what is Aill more remarkable is, that the two which it cures are 
^ in no refpedt fimilar, while the gonorrheea which it does not cure is fimilar 
in fome refpedls to the chancre, which it does cure. 

, It may be remarked in general, that there is not only a difiercnce in the 
form of the difeafe, but alfo in tlK modes of cure, and in the times nccef- 
fary for the cure of the different forms of the dilcafe, even when the fame 
medicine cures. The gonorrhoea in it’s cure is the moA uncertain of the 
three, the chancre next, and the lues venerea the moA certain, although 
cured by the fame medicine which cures the chancre. . 

A gonorrhoea in fome ca&s fhall be cured in fix days, and in others 
require as many months ; which in regard to time is about the proportion 
of thirty to one. A chancre may be Ibmetimcs cured in two weeks, and 
often requires as many months ; which is in tlie proportion of four to one. 
The lues venerea in general may be cured in one or two months ; ^vhich is 
Only two to one. This calculation fhows tlie regularity and irregularitj- as 
to .tune in the cure of each form of the dilcafe. 

j . I have 



Digitized by Google 



332 



OF THE LUES VENEREA. 



I have formerly obferved, that indifpofitions of the body often this 
difcafc very confidcrably, more efpccially the gonorrhoea and the chancre. 

When an incrcafc of fymptoms takes place in a gonorrhoea from an in- 
difpofition of body, nothing Ihould be done for the gonorrhoea, the indilpo- 
fition of body being only to be attended to ; becaufe we have no fpccific 
for the gonorrhoea, and in time it cures itfclf. But this pradtice is perhaps 
not to be followed in a chancre, or lues venerea. It may be neccilary in 
thofe to continue the mercury, although perhaps more gently, for the mer- 
cury is a fpccific that carmot be difpenfed with, becaufe neither the chancre 
nor lues venerea get well of themfelves, but always incrcafo. 

This form of the venereal difcafc 1 have divided into two Rages. When 
in the parts moR fufcepdble of the difeafo, which I have called the firR 
order of parts, and which appear to be the liiperficies only { the lura vene- 
rea is perhaps fubjcdl to Icfs variety than either the gonorrhoea or chancre, 
and it's mode of cure is of courfe more uniform ; although the difoaie be 
lefs eafily afeertained, at leaR for fome time. In the focond order of parts 
the lues venerea becomes more complicated, and it's cure Rill lefs to be dC'O 
pended upon. 

The cure of this form is much more difficultly aicertained than either of 
the two former, they being always local, and their eRcdls vifiblc, become 
more the objedt of our fonfes, fo that we arc feldom or ever decrived in the 
cure; although at the fame time the cure is often more tedious and difficult; 
for whenever the fymptoms of the gonorrhoea or chancre have entirely dif- 
appeared, in general the patient may look upon himfelf as cured of them ; 
but this is not the cafe in the lues venerea. 

A lues venerea is the effirds of the poifon having circulated in the blood 
till it has irritated parts fo as to give them a venereal difpofition, which 
parts fooner or later affume the venereal adtion, according to the order of 
their fufeeptibility. 

When the venereal matter is circulating, I have fuppofU that certain 
parts are irritated by it, and that a vaR number of other parts efcape, as is 
evidently the cafe with the chancre ; for in the cafe of a chancre the whole 
glans, prepuce, and (kin of the penis, have had the matter applied to them, 
yet only one or more parts are contaminated or irritated by it, all the others 

efcape ; 
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cTcape ; and we often fee in the lues venerea, that when the parts coatami> 
Dated afllune the adUon, it is confined to them without aftedting other parts, 
although the difeale be allowed to go on for a conAderable time without 
any attempt to a cure { and alfo if thefe parts are impcrfedtly cured the 
dilbaie returns only in -them ; therefore thefe eftedh, although arifing from 
die conftitution, are in themfblvcs entirely local, fimilar to the gonorrhcea 
and chancre, and like them may be cured locally ; and the perfon may ftill 
continue to have the lues venerea, although not in thefe, yet in other parts, 
becaufi: there may be many other parts in the fame body that are under the 
venereal difpofition although they may not yet have aATumed the venereal 
adlion. To cure the local and viiiblc efiedts of the difeafe we muft attack 
k through that medium by which it was communicated, that is, the blood, 
without however confidering the blood itfelf as a difeafed part, or containing 
the poifbn, but as die vehicle of our medicine which will be carried by it 
to every part of the body where the poifon was carried, and in it’s courfe it 
wll adt upon the difeafed folids. This pradtice mud be continued fbmc 
time after all fymptoms have difappeared ; for the venereal adtion may to 
appearance be flopped, and fymptoms diiappear, and yet all return again, 
the venereal adtion not being completely deflroyed. If the medicine were 
alfo a cure for the difpofition in the parts fecond in order, and could prevent 
their coming into adtion, it would be necefiary to continue it fomewbat 
longer on their account ; but this is not the cafe, for the vifible efiedls, 
fymptoms, or appearances, in the firft order of parts give way to the treat- 
ment, while the parts that have only acquired the difpofition, and are 
full inadUve, afterwards affume the adUon and continue the difeafe. This 
deceives the furgeon and leaves the ground-wxirk for a fecond let of local 
effedls in the parts fecond in order j but I have allerted that what will cure 
an adtion will not cure a difpofition ; if fo we Ihould pufh our medicine 
no further than the cure of the vifible effedls of the poifon, and allow what- 
ever parts may be contaminated to come into adUon afterwards. 

The parts that firft all’umc the venereal adUon are cafieft of cure ; and I 
have fufpedled that thofe effedts of the difeafe being external, were in fomc 
degree aflifted in their cure by die local adUon of the medicine, which evi- 
dently pafics off through thole parts. 
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When the difeafe has attacked the parts fecond in order of fufceptibilityj 
it generally hapf>ens that they are more difficult of cure than the former ; 
therefore when they appear at the fame time with the former, and arc cured, 
we may be fore that the firft will be allb cured. From hence as it would 
apjiear that the parts mod: fofccptible of the difeafe are alfo eafied of cure, 
it follows that the parts lead fufceptible of the difeafe are alfo mod difficult 
of cure ; and I believe that this is fcldom or ever reverfed, therefore thofe 
fccond in order of fufeeptibility have tliis advantage, that we have the local 
complaints for our guide to judge of the whole; and in fuch we have only 
to continue the treatment till they all vanilh, being certain chat the cure 
of the fird, if there are any, will be involved in thofe of the fecond. 

As the fecond are attended with more tumefadHon or fwelling than the 
fird, it becomes a quedion, whether the mercurial courfe diould be con- 
tinued till the whole has foblided. But I believe it is not nccedary to 
continue tlie method of cure till tlie whole tumefadUon difappears ; for as 
thofe local complaints cannot contaminate the conditution by reabforptlon, 
and as the venereal difpolition and adiion from the conditution can be cured 
while the local effcdls dill remain, even where the tumefadlion forming 
nodes on the bones, fafclx, &c. is carried the length of foppuration, there 
can be no occafion for continuing the courfe longer than the dedrudtlon of 
the venereal adlion. But this effedt of our medicine is not eafily known, 
therefore it will be neceflary to purfoe the method of cure till the appear- 
ances become dationary, and probably a little longer to dedroy the whole 
addon of the difeafe. From thefe circumdances it would appear that the 
venereal irritation when in this dage of the difeafe is eaiier of cure than 
die effedts of that irritation, fuch as the tumefoddon. ■ 

I. OF THE USE OF MERCURY IN THE CURE OF THE 
LUES VENEREA. 

Mercury in the lues venerea, as in the chancre, is the great fpecilic, 
and hardly any thing clfe is to be depended u}K>n. It is neceffary that we 
Hiould always confider well the effedls of this medicine, both on the condi- 
tution 
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tuuon at large, and the difeafe for which it is given. Tlie'eAefts of mer- 
cury on a conftitution will always be as the quantity of merciny in that 
conllitution ; and when the fame quantity afFeiSs one conftitution more than 
another, it is in the proportion of the irritability of that conftitution, to the 
powers of mercury, entirely independent of any particular preparation, or 
any particular mode of giving it. ' ' 

r . With regard to the prcpKirations of the medicine, and the modes of 
applying it, we are to confider two things. Firft, the preparation and mode 
that is attended with the leaft trouble or inconvenience to the patient ; and 
fecond, the preparation and mode of admin iftering it that moft readily con- 
veys the ncceftary quantity into the conftitution. 

Nothing can (how more the ungrateful or unlettlcd mind of man, than 
hb treatment of this medicine. If there is fuch a thing as a fpecific, mer- 
cury is one for the venereal difeafe in two of it’s forms ; yet mankind arc in 
purfuit of other fpecifics for the difeafe, as if fpecifics were more common 
than difeafes ; while at the fame time they are too often contented with tho 
common mode of treating many other difeafes for which they have no fpe- 
cific i and thefe prejudices arc fupported by the public, who have in their 
minds a dread of this medicine, arifing from the want of knowledge of our 
prcdcceffors in adminiftering it ; and many of the prefent age, who arc 
equally ignorant, take advantage of this weaknefs. 

• Mercury in the conftitution adls on all parts of the machine, cures thofe 
which arc difeafed, affecting but little thofe that are found. Mercury is 
carried' into the conftitution in the fame way as other fubftances, cither 
externally by the (kin, or internally by the mouth : it cannot however in 
all cafes be taken into the conftitution in both ways; for fometimes it 
happens that the abforbcnt.<i on the (kin will not readily receive it, at leaft; 
no eftedt will be produced either on the difeafe or conftitution from fuch 
application 5 when this is the cafe it is to be confidered as a misfortune, for 
then it muft be given internally by the mouth, although poflibly this mode 
may be very improper in other refpcdls, and often inconvenient. On the 
other hand it Ibmetimes happens that tlie internal abforbents will not take 
up this medicine, or at leaft no effedt is produced cither upon the difeafe or 
conftitution ; in fuch cafes it is right to try all the difierent preparations of 
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the m^cine ; for it will fomctimes happen that one preparation will fuc.« 
cccd when another will not. I have never feen a cafe where neither external 
aor internal applications of mercury were not abibrbed ■, fuch a cafe mufl 
be mifemble indeed. 

I may juft obferve here, that many furlaces appear to ablbrb this medi- 
cine better than others ; and moft probably all internal furfaces and fotea 
are of this kind ; for wl^ we find that thirty grains of calomel rubbed in 
on the fkin has no more efied than three or four taken by the mouth, it 
becomes a kind of proof that the bowels abfbrb it beft ; alfb, when drefting 
a finall fore with red precipitate produces a falivation, it ftiows that ibrea 
are good ablbrbing furfaces, efpecially too when we know that the lues ve- 
nerea generally arilcs from a chancre. 

A patient with a fturap which produced too much granulations, was 
drefi^ with ointment containing a large proportion of red precipitate ; the 
fore was about the fize of a crown piece, it very nearly brought on a lali- 
vation, and the patient was obliged to leave it off. 

A mulatto woman had upon her leg a very bad ulcer which was about 
the breadth of two palms ; it was drefted with red precipitate mixed with 
common ointment, which foon thrc\v her into a violent falivation. 

A lady, in the month of December 1782, w'as burnt over the whole 
hreaft, neck, and fhouldcrs, as alfb between her fhouldefs, on which parts 
deep {loughs were formed. The fores at firft healed nearly up, and tolera- 
bly well for burns < but they broke out anew and then became more obfti- 
natc. Seven mondis after the accident llic came to London, with very 
large fores extending acrofs the breaft, and upon each fide to the Ihoulders 1 
they were extremely tender and painful. They continued to heal for fome 
time after fbc came to London ; but Ihe became ill, having been affodled 
with extreme irritability, lofs of appetite, ficknefs, and throwing up of her 
food and medicines. At this time the fores again began to fpread, and be- 
came very large. After having been two months in town with little ad- 
vantage, I tried warmer dreflings, as bafilicon to fome parts, to fee if any 
advantage would arife from fuch treatment, and it was found that thefe 
parts healed rather fiiftcr than the others ; but the forenefs was fb great, 
even from the mildeft dreffings, that they could only be uled in part. I 
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fiext tried red precipitate mixed with the ointment ; and that it might in- 
creafe the pain as little as pofllble, I ordered only ten grains to two ounces 
of the ointment. This appeared to agree better with the fores than the 
ointment alone j and we were happy in having found a drefllng which both 
haflened on the cure, and was eaficr than the former. But about the fourth 
or fifth drefling from beginning the ufc of the precipitate, fhe began to 
complain of her gtuns j the next day began to fpit, and by the feventh or 
eighth day the mouth was fo fore, and the fpitting fo confidcrable, that upon 
confidcring the cafe we began to fufpcdl that it might proceed from the red 
precipitate in the drefling. The gums, infide of the cheeks, and the breath. 
Were truly mercurial. We immediately left off this drefling, except to a 
fmall corner, and had rccourfe to the former dreflings. In a few days the 
efifefls of the mercury abated, and the fores looked more healthy than ever, 
and we again began to drefs part of the fores with the ointment containing 
precifMtate, which flill agreed with them. When the mouth firfl became 
affec^ted fhe had not ufed much above one half of the ointment ; and by the 
time we had difeovered the caufo about three fourths of it had been ex- 
pended in dreflings, fo that there were not quite ten grains of precipitate 
applied ; and although this took up foven or eight days, and the ointment 
muff have been foon removed fiom the fore by the difeharge, yet a confldcr- 
able fpitting was produced, which lafbed above a month. It it hardly to be 
conceived that above a grain or two could really be taken into the conflitu- 
tion ; for when we confider the particles of precipitate were covered witli 
ointment, and a vafl difeharge of matter fo as foon to remove this finall 
quantity from the fore, we can hardly admit the poflibility of more being 
abforbed ; and if this idea of the quantity taken in is jufl, to what mufl we 
attribute the great fufeeptibility to the cflWls of the medicine ? Was it the 
irritable flatc of the patient at the time ? For the ftate of the conflitudon 
appeared to me to be that in which the locked jaw often takes place j and 1 
often had this difeafe in my mind. The patient afterwards got well by the 
ufc of an ointment in which pitch was an ingredient. Ail this tends to 
(how that fores and internal furfiices abforb better dian the fkin. 

Befides the pradlicability of getting the medicine into the conftitution in 
cither way, it is proper to confider the eafiefl for the patient, each mode 

4 R having 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE LUES VENEREA- 



33* 

having it’s coQveniencc and inconvenience, which ari&s from the nature of 
the conftitution of the parts to which it is applied, or from certain fituations 
of life of the patient at the time j it is therefore proper to give it in that 
way which foils thefe circumftanccs bell. 

To explain this further, we find that in many patients the bowels can 
hardly bear mercury at all, therefore it is to be given in the mildeft form 
pollible ; alfo joined with foch other medicines as will leflen or correft it’s 
violent local efic^, although not it’s fpecific ones on the conllitutioQ at * 
large. 

When it can be thrown into the conllitution with propriety by the ex- 
ternal method, it is preferable to the internal, becaufe the (kin is not nearly 
fo clfential to life as the Aomach, and therefore is capable in itfclf of bear- 
ing much more than the Aomach j it alfo alfcdls the conAitution much 
lefs ; many courles of mercury which are abfolutcly necellary, would kill 
the patient if taken by the Aomach, proving hurtful both to the Aomach 
and intcAincs, even when given in any form, and Joinad with the greateA 
corredlors : on the other hand, the way of life will often not allow it to be 
applied externally. It is not every one that can find convenience to rub in 
mercury, therefore they muA take it by the mouth if pollible. To obviate 
the inconvenience oAen arifing from the vifible cfiedls of mercury, , many 
preparations have been invented ; but any preparation of mercury producing 
an efledl different from the Ample efiefts of mercury in that conAitution, 
foch as fweating or an increafed difeharge of urine, muA be foppofod either 
not to adl as naercury, or the fobAance with which it is compounded pro- 
duces this effed ; but if it’s peculiar e&dls arc lefs than ufual, I fhould 
very much fufpedl that tlic mercury is ading in part as a compound, and 
jiot entirely as mercury. 

Mercury, like many other medicines, has two eficdls, one upon the con- 
Aitution and particular parts, which is according to it’s mode of irritation, 
independent of any difeale whatever. The other is it’s ^cific eAcfts upon 
a difealed adlion of the whole body, or of parts, whatever the difeale be, 
and which efieifls are only known by the difeale gradually difappearing. 

The firA becomes an objedl of confidcration for the forgeon, as it is in fome 
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meafurc by them he is to be guided In giving this medicine fb as to have 
it’s Ipeciiic efiedts fufficient for the cure of the diicafe. 

. Whatever injury mercury may do to the conftitution it is by it’s vihble 
effedts, and thence the pretended art in avoiding thofc vifible eff^s has been 
too much the caufe of great impofition. The part upon which it’s eficdls 
arc moft likely to fall is the part that is in moft cafes attempted to be avoided, 
or guarded againft, and that is the mouth. I believe that we arc not poflefled 
of any means of cither driving the mercury to the mouth, or of preventing it 
from attacking that part. Cold and warmth are the two great agents 
mentioned by authors ; we find them recommending the avoiding of cold, 
for fear the mercury fhould fiy to the mouth, as if warmth was a prevention ; 
while others, and even the fiune authors, when talking of bringing the 
mercury to the mouth, recommend warmth, as if cold were a preventive. 
This being the cafe, we may rcalbnably fuppofe that neither the one nor the 
other have any material cfkA. 

In giving mercury in the venereal difeafe the firft attention fhould be to 
the quantity, and it’s vifible cffcdls in a given time which when brought 
to a proper pitch, are only to be kept up, and the decline of the difeafe to be 
watched ; for by this we judge of the invifible or fpecific effe(fbs of the medi- 
cine, which will often inform us that fome variation in the quantity may be 
neceffary. 

The vifible efedls of mercury are of two kinds, the one on the conflitu- 
tion, the other on fbme parts capable of fecrction. 

In the firfi it appears to produce univerfal irritability, making it more 
fufceptible of all impreflions ; it quickens the pulfe, alfo increafes it’s hard- 
nefe, producing a kind of temporary fever j but in many conftitutions it ex- 
ceeds this, adUng as it were as a poifbn. In fome it produces a kind of hedtic 
fever, that is, a finall quick pulfe, lofs of appetite, rellleflhefs, want of llecp, 
and a fallow complexion, with a number of confequent fymptoms ; but by 
being a little accuflomcd to the ufe of it, thefe conflitutional cffcdls com- 
monly become Icfs, of which the following cafes are flrong inflances. 

)' A gentleman rubbed in mercurial ointment for the redudtion of two buboes. 
He had only rubbed in a few times when it afledled his conflitution lb- much- 
that it was ncceflary to leave it off. He was feized with feveriih complaints 
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of the hcitic kind, a fmall quick pulfc, debility, lofs of appetite, no fleep. 
and night fwcats. He took the bark with James’s powder, and affes milk, 
and got gradually rid of thefe complaints. As the buboes were advancing, 
it was neceflary to have recourle to mercury again j and I told him that now 
it would not produce the fame efFofls fo quickly, nor lb violently as before. 
He rubbed in a conliderable quantity without his conftitution or mouth being 
alledled, but the buboes fuppurating, made me order it to be left oiF a lecond 
dme, and when they were opened he had recourlc to the ointment again for 
the third time, and without producing any difagrecable efieds. The buboes 
took on a healing difpofitlon for a while and then became Rationaiy, fliow- 
ing that a new difpolltion was forming. He was diiefled to leave off the 
oihtment and to bathe in the lea, which he did and the buboes began to heal. 
In about three weeks however it was thought neceflary to rub in again, and 
when he began, which was tlie Iburth time, it had almoll an immediate and 
violent eflbft upon his mouth ; he left off again till his mouth became a little 
better, and then returned to the mercury a fifth time, and was able to go on 
svith it. 

A flout healthy man rubbed in mercurial ointment for a bubo till it af- 
feded his mouth; it further brought on very dilagreeable conlUtudonal com- 
plaints, fuch as lofs of appetite, watchfulnefi, lallow complexion, laflitude 
from the leaft exercife, and fwelled legs ; and although various means were 
uled to reconcile the conflitution to it, yet it continued to aft as a poifon. 

Mercury often produces pains like thole of the rbeumatilm, and alfo luxles 
which are of a Icrofulous nature, from thence it has been acculed of aflfcfUng 
the bones, " lurking in them,” at authors have cxpreflixl it. 

It may be fuppofed to be unneceflary to mention in the prelent flate of our 
knowledge, that it never gets into the bones in the form of a metal, although 
this has been aflo-ted by men of eminence and authority in the profcfllon, and 
even the difleflions of dead bodies have been brought in proof of it ; but my 
experience in anatomy has not convinced me of the reallity of fuch appear- 
ances. Thofe authors have been quoted by others ; imaginary calcs of dilcale 
have been incrcafed ; the credulous, and ignorant practitioner mifled, and 
patients rendered miferable. 
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II. OF THE QUANTITY OF MERCURY NECESSARY TO 

BE GIVEN. 

The quantity of mercury to be thrown into the conftitution for the cure 
of any venereal complaint mull be proportioned to the violence of the difcalc. 
Two circuinftanccs are however to be ftridlly attended to in the adminiftra- 
tion of this medicine ; which arc, the time in which any given quantity is to 
be thrown in, and the effcdls it has on Ibme parts of the body, as the falivary 
glands, Ikin, or inteftines. Thcfe two circumltances taken together are.to 
guide us in the cure of the difeafe j for mercury may be thrown into the fame 
conflitution in very different quantities fo as to produce tlie fame ultimate 
effect, but the two very different quantities mull be allb in different times j 
for inflance, one ounce of mercurial ointment rubbed in in two days will 
have more effedl upon the conflitution than two ounces mbbed in in ten ; and 
to produce the fame effeift in the ten days, it may perhaps be neceffary to rub 
in three ounces or more. 

The cffcdls on the conflitution of one ounce rubbed in in two days are 
confiderable, and alfo it’s cffcils upon the difeafed parts ; therefore a much 
Icfs quantity in fuch a way will have greater effefts j but if thcfe effedts are 
principally local, that is, upon the glands of the mouth, the conflitution at 
large not being equally flimulated, the cffbdl upon the difeafed parts mufl allb 
be Icfs, which is to be determined by the local difeafe not giving way in pro- 
portion to the cffcdls of the mercury on fome particular part. 

If it is given in very fmall quantities, and increafcd gradually fo as to fleal 
infcnfibly on the conflitution, it's vifible cffcdls arc lefs, and it is hardly con- 
ceivable how much may at lafl be thrown in, without having any vifible 
cffcdl at all.* 

• To give an idea of this, a gentleman had the mercury fell on his mouth upon rubbing in ten 
grains of the ointment a day, for ten days ; the ointment was equal parts, but by leaving off and 
beginning anew, he at laib rubbed in eighty grains every night for a month, without having hit 
mouth, or any of the fecretions vifibly alledled. 
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Thcfc circumftanccs being known, it makes mercury a much more effica- 
cious, manageable, and life medicine, than formerly it was thought to be ; 
but unluckily it’s vifible effedls upon fomc particular parts, fuch as the 
mouth, and the inteftines, arc fometimes much more violent than it's gene- 
ral cffe<ft upon the conftitution at large ; therefore a certain degree of caution 
is necellary, not to (Simulate thefc parts too quickly, as that will prevent the 
ncccflary quantity being given. 

The conftitution, or parts, arc more fufceptible of mercury at firft than 
afterwards; if the mouth is made fore, and allowed to recover, a much 
greater quantity may be thrown in a fccond time, before the fiimc forenefs is 
produced ; and indeed I have feen cafes where it could not be reproduced from 
as much as poffibly could be thrown in. Upon a renewal of the courfe of 
mercury therefore the £imc precautions are not ncccflary as at firfl. We are 
however every now and then deceived by this medicine, it being hardly pol- 
flblc to produce vifible efle€h at one time; and afterwards the mouth, and 
intcflincs, (hall all at once be afleilted. 

Mercury when it falls on the mouth produces in many conllitutions vio- 
lent inflammation, which Ibmetimcs terminates in mortification. The con- 
flitutions in which this happens I fufpedi: are of the eriiypclatous kind, or 
what are called the putrid ; therefore in fuch, greater caution is ncccflary. 
Mercury in general, that, is where it only produces it’s common effc<fls, fcldom 
or ever does any injury to the confUtution. It fhould feem only to aft for 
the time, and to leave the conAitution in an healthy Aate. But this is not 
always the cafe, for probably mercury can be made to afleft every conAitu- 
tion very materially, being capable of producing local dileafes, as has been 
mentioned ; and alfo capable of retarding the cure of chancres, buboes, and 
certain eflfcfts of the lues venerea, after the poifon has been dcAroyed. 



III. OF THE SENSIBLE EFFECTS OF MERCURY UPON 

PARTS. 

The fcnflblc effefts of mercury are generally an increafe of fome of the fo- 
cretions, a fwclling in the falivary glands, and increalcof faliva ; an increafe 
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of the fecretion of the bowels, which produces purging, and an incrcafe of 
the fecretion of the fkin, producing fweat, alfo often an increafe of the fecre- 
tion of urine. Sometimes one of thefe fccretions only is afietfled, fometimes 
more, and fometimes all of them together. But the effedts upon the mouth 
are the moft frequent. 

Mercury often produces headaches, and alfo coftivenefs, when it’s adlion 
on other parts becomes lenlible, efpecially upon the glands of the mouth. 

When the mercury falls upon the mouth, it does not affedt all parts of it 
equally, fometimes attacking the gums, at other times the cheeks, which 
become thickened, and ulcerate, while the gums are not in the lead aft'edtetl, 
as appears by the patient being capable of biting any thing hard. 

Mercury when it falls upon the mouth, and parts belonging to the mouth, 
not only increafes the difeharge of thofo parts, but it brings on great tuine- 
fadlion, which is not of the true uiflammatory kind where coagulable lymph 
is thrown out, but rather rdembling erilypclatous tumefadlion. The tongue, 
cheeks, and gums, fwell, and the teeth become loofe j all which is in pro- 
portion to the quantity of mercury given, and fulceptibility of the parts for 
fuch irritation. It produces great weaknefs in the parts, in which ulceration 
ealily takes place, efpecially if they are in the lead irritated, which is often 
done by the teeth, and even mortification fometimes enfues. How far it 
produces fimilar effedfs when it falls on other parts I do not know. The 
faliva in fuch cafes is generally ropy, as if principally from the glands adedted. 
The breath acquires a particular fmell. 

As mercury generally produces evacuations, it was naturally imagined that 
it was by this means it effedted a cure of the venereal difoafe ; but experience 
has taught us that in curing the venereal difeafe by this medicine, evacuations 
of any kind produced by it are not at all necelTary ; and this might have 
been fuppofed, as fimilar evacuations produced by other medicines are of no 
fcrvice, therefore it was rcafonable to imagine that thefe evacuations when 
produced by mercury, were alfo of no fervice ; except wc could fuppofo that 
the evacuation produced by the mercury was not the lame with that produced 
by other medicines, but that it was a fpeciHc evacuation ; that is to fay, a 
difeharge carrying off the venereal poifon by it’s union with the mercury j 
and therefore the fafter the mercury went off, the fooncr would the poifon be 
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carried out of the conftitution. But this is not found to be the cafe in prac- 
tice ; on the contrary evacuations produced by the medicine retard the cure, 
efpccially if the fccretary organs arc too fufceptible of this ftimulus j for then 
the quantity which is neceffary, or fuflicient for the cure of the difeaic can- 
not be taken in, the effects of the medicine upon particular parts being 
greater than the patient can bear ; and the quantity of mercury to be thrown 
into the conftitution muft be limited, and regulated according to the quantity 
of evacuation, and not according to the extent of the dileafe. On the other 
hand if it is given with care, fo as to avoid violent evacuation, any quantity 
may be thrown in fufficient for the cure of the difeafe. 

Certain evacuations may be fuppolcd to be a mark of the conftitutional 
effects of mercury, but they arc not to be entirely depended upon, the fecreti- 
ons being only a proof of the fufeeptibility of fome parts to fuch a ftimulus ; 
however it is probable that in general they are a good gage of it's conftitu- 
tional effedls. Some have gone fo far as to fuppofc that quantity of mercury 
alone, without any fenfible effetfts is fufficient for the cure of die difeafe ; 
and this is in Ibme degree the cafe, but not completely fo, for we have no 
good pi-oof of it’s affedling the conftitution but by its producing an increafe 
of fomc of the fecretions. 



IV. OF THE ACTION OF MERCURY. 

Mercury can have but two modes of adHon, one upon the poifon, the 
the other on die conftitution ; we can hardly fuppofe it to adt both ways. 
If mercury adled upon the poilbn only, it might be fuppofixl to be in two 
ways, either by deftroying it’s qualities by decompofing it, or by attradling 
it and carrying it out of the conftitudon. If the firft were the adlion of 
mercury, then we might reafonably fuppoie that quantity alone would be 
the thing to be depended upon ; if the fexind, that the quandty of evacua- 
tion would be the principal circumftance. 

But if it adl upon the principle of deftroying the diftafed adlion of the 
living parts, counteradling the venereal irritation by producing another of a 
different kind, then neither quantity alone nor evacuation will avail much » 
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but it will be quantity joined with fcnlible cficds that will produce the 
quickcft cure, which from experience we find to be the cafe. But although 
the cffc&s that mercury has upon the venereal difeafe arc in fome degree in 
proportion to it’s local effedts on fome of the glands, or particular part 
of the body, as the mouth, fkin, kidneys and intefiincs, yet it is not ex- 
aftly in this proportion, as has been mentioned. When mercury difagrees 
as it were conflitutionally, producing great Irritability and hedlic fymptoms, 
this aSion or irritation is not a counter irritation to the venereal difeafe, 
but is a conflitutional irritation, having no efiedt on the difeafe, which 
continues to increafe. Mercury lofing it’s efiedts upon the difeafe by ufe, 
is a proof that it neidier a<dls chymically, nor by carrying off tlie poifbn by 
evacuation, but by it’s flimulating power. 

The eftbSs will always be in proportion to the quantity in a given time, 
joined with the fufeeptibility of the conftitution to the mercurial irritation. 
Thefc circumftances require the minutcfl attention j and in order to procure 
it’s greateft adlion with fafety, and to procure this in the moft cfFcdtual 
way, it muft be given till it produces local e£G:dts fomewhere, but not too 
quickly, that wc may be able to throw in a proper quantity ; for local 
cfFcdls produced too quickly prevent the fufficient quantity being thrown in 
for countcradting the venereal irritation at large. I have fecn cafes where 
the mercury very readily adted locally, and yet the conftitution was hardly 
affedted by it, for the difeafe did not give way. 

A gentleman had a chancre which he deftroyed with cauftic, and dreffed 
the fore with mercurial ointment. He had alfo a fmall uneafinefs in one 
of his groins, which went no further, but which fhowed an abforption of 
the poifbn. The chancre foon healed, and he rubbed in about two ounces 
of mercurial ointment. He began this courfc with fmall quantities, that is, 
a fcruple at each rubbing, and increafed it; however it foon affedted his 
mouth, and he fpit for about a month. Two months .after he had a vene- 
real ulcer in one of his tonfils. Here was a confiderablc fenfible effedl 
from a fmall quantity of mercury, which proved incffedtual, becaufe it’s 
fpecific effedts, as 1 apprehend, were not in proportion to it’s fenfible effedb ; 
the falivary glands being too fufccptible of the mercurial irritation. 

4 T On 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE LUES VENEREA. 



346 

On the other hand I have fecn cafes where quantity did not anfwer till it 
was given lb quickly as to afiedt the conflitution in feich a manner as to pro- 
duce local irritation, and coiifequently fenlible evacuations, which is a proof 
that the local effedls arc often the lign of it’s fpecific cffcdls on the confti- 
tution at large, and fliows the fufeeptibility of the difeafed parts to be 
affcdled by the medicine is in proportion to the cftedls of it upon the mouth. 
It’s cfledls are not to be imputed to evacuation, but to it’s irritation, there- 
fore mercury Hiould l>e given if polTible fo as to produce fenfiblc effedts 
upon f<Mne parts of the body, and in the largdl quantity of mercury that 
can be given to produce thefe effedts within certain bounds ; and that thefe 
fenlible eficdls Ihould be the means of determining how far the medicine 
may be pulhed, in order to have it’s beft effedfs u{x>n the difeafe without 
endangering the conftitution. The pradfice here muft vary according to 
circumfeances ; if the difeafe is in a violent degree, lels regard muft be had 
to the conftitution, and the mercury is to be thrown in in larger quantities ; 
but if the difeafe be mild it is not nccelTary to go beyond that rule, although 
it is better to keep up to it on purpofc to cure the diicafe the fooner. 

If the difeafe is in the firft order of parts a lefs quantity of mercury is 
necell’ary than if it were in the fecond order of parts, and had been of long 
ftanding with it’s firft appearances only cured and the venereal dil'politiorj 
ftill remaining in the fecondary parts. To cure the difeafe, whether in tlie 
form of chancre, bubo, or lues venerea, probably the fame quantity of 
mercury is ncccfl’aiy ; for one fore requires as much mercury as fifty fores 
in the fame perfon, and a fmall fore as much as a large one; the only dif- 
ference, if there is any, muft depend upon the nature of the parts affedfed, 
whether naturally adlive or indolent. If there be any material diflercncc 
between the recent and conftitutional, which I apprehend there is, it m.iy 
make a difference in the quantity. I do conceive that the recent are upon 
the whole more ditficult to cure; at leaft they conunonly require lunger 
time, although not always. 

Having thus far premifed thefe general rules and obfervations, I lliall now 
give the different methods of adminiftering mercury. 
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V. OF THE DIFFERENT METHODS OF GIVING MERCURY 
EXTERNALLY— INTERNALLY. 

Previous to the giving of mercury it is very proper to underftand as 
much as poflible the conftltution of the patient witli regard to this medi- 
cine, which can only be known in thofc who have already gone through a 
mercurial courfc ; but as many of our patients are obliged to undergo this 
treatment more than once, it becomes no vague inquiry ; for as there are 
many who can bear this medicine much better than others, it is very proper 
that this Otould be known, as it will be a diretflion for our prefent pratilicc. 
I think that few confeitutions alter in this difpolition ; although I knesv one 
cafe wltich admitted of a coniidcrablc quantity at one time without being 
vifibly aftedlcd j but about a twelve month after was affedled with a very 
little. 

When mercury .is given to cure the lues venerea, whatever length we 
mean to go in the fenlible cfFcdts of it, we Hiould get to that length if 
poflible, and we fliould keep up to it. For we fliall find it difhciilt to 
bring it's efledts to that ftandard again if we allow it to get below it. If 
the mercury fhould get beyond what we intended, we fhould be very much 
upon our guard in lowering it ; and Ihould probably begin to give it again 
before it's effects arc reduced to the intended ftandard : for the fame quan- 
tity now will not operate fo powerfully as before ; infomuch that what at 
firft produced greater effcifts than was intended, will not be fufficient after- 
wards. 

Mercury is beft applied externally in form of an ointment. Undluous 
fubftances keep it divided, attach it to furfaces, and do not dry ; it may aUb 
be fuppoled that it becomes a vehicle for the mercury, and carries it through 
the abforbents to the general circulation ; for it is probable that oil is as cafy 
of abforption as watry fubftances. 

If the fymptoms are mild in the firft order of parts, and the patient not 
accuftomed to mercury, or it is known that he cannot bear the medicine in 
great quantity, and it is intended to condudt the cure by almoft infcnfible 
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means. It is proper to begin with finall quantities. One fcruple, or half a 
dram, of an ointment made of equal parts of quickfilver and hogs lard, rub- 
bed in every night for four or fix nights will be fufficient to begin with. If 
the mouth is not afFeded the quantity niay be gradually increafed till two or 
three drams are rubbed in at each time ; but if the firft quantity has aff^ted 
the mouth we may be almoft certain that the glands of the mouth are very 
fufccptible of the mercurial ftimulus j therefore it will be proper to wait 
two or three days till that effect begins to go off. 

When we begin the fecond time the quantity may be gradually increaled, 
at leaft a fcruple every time, till two drams or more is rubbed in c.ach night, 
which may be done without affedting the patient very confiderably a fecond 
time, as has been already obferved. 

If all the fymptoms gradually difappear, there is no more to be done but 
to continue this pradtice for a fortnight longer iy way of fccurity. 

This method fteadily purfued will cure moft recent cafes of lues venerea j 
but it is not fufiicient if the difcafe has been merely kept under by flight 
courfes of mercury ; a greater quantity becomes neceflary, from a kind of 
habit the conftitution has acquired, by which it is rendered Icfs fufceptiblc 
of the mercurial frimulus. 

If the difcafe (hould return in the fccond order of parts, we may be certain 
the fame quantity of mercury will not be fufficient to cure them, their adtion 
being flow under the venereal irritation, therefore require more than what 
had been firfl: given. 

I may be allowed to remark, that where the venereal lymptoms have been 
ulcers in the mouth or throat, 1 have fufpedled that the mercury being 
brought to the mouth, and the faliva being impregnated with it, and-adting 
as a mercurial gargle, cured thofc parts locally ; and that the conftitution 
has remained ftill tainted ; the mercurial adlion in it having been much in- 
ferior to what it was in the mouth. Perhaps fomething fimilar may take 
place in cniptions of the fldn where the mercury pafles off by fweat j for wc 
know that fulphur will cure the itch by pafling off in perfpiration . If thefe 
arc fadts, then it may in fome degree account for the local Ij’mptoms in ‘he 
firft order of parts being eafier of cure than thofc in the lixrond. 

The manner of living under a mercurial courfc need not be altered from 
the common, bccaufc mercury has no adlion upon the difcafe which is more 
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favoured by one way of life than another. Let me afk an^ one what eifeiff 
eating a hearty dinner, and drinking a bottle of wine can have over the ac- 
tion of mercury upon a venereal fore f Or what eifed): can walking in froll 
and fnow have upon the operation of mercury, either to make it afiedf any 
part fenAbly, as filling upon the glands of the mouth, or prevent it’s 
upon the venereal irritation ? In (hort I do not fee why mercury fhould not 
cure the venereal dilcafe under any mode whatever of regimen or diet. 

I own however, that I can conceive cold afledling the operations of mer- 
cury upon the venereal difealc ; it is pofUble that cold may be favourable to 
the venereal irritation, and therefore contrary to that produced by mercury ; 
and there is fome Ihow of reafon for fuppoAng this ; for I have before aflTerted 
that cold was an encourager of the venereal irritation ; and therefore keeping 
the patient warm may diminilh the powers of the diibiie while under the 
cure. 

Mercury given internally is in many cafes fufficient, although in general 
it is not fo much to be depended on as the external application ; therefore I 
would not recommend it, or give it in cafes where the difeafe has not been 
fiifficiently cured by former courfes of mercury. It is the moft convenient 
way of giving this medicine, for many will fwallow a pill, who do not 
choofe to rub the body with the ointment ; indeed there arc many circum- 
ftances in life which make this mode of introducing it into the confeitudon 
the moft convenient j but on the other hand there are many conftitutions 
that cannot bear mercury given internally } when thefc two circumftances 
meet in the fiune patient it is unfortunate. 

Mercury taken internally often produces very difagreeable eftcdls upon the 
ftomach and inteftincs, cauling lickneft in the one, and griping and purging 
in the other. 

If it be found neceffary to give it internally, and it difagree cither with the 
ftomach or inteftines, or both, even in the moft Ample preparadon, it’s ef- 
fedls, whatever they are, mull be corre3ed or prevented, by joining with the 
mercury other medicines. If it afteA the ftomach only, the mercury may 
be joined with Anall quantides of the cllendal oils, as the eflendal oil of 
cloves, or camomile Aowers, which will in many cafes take off that efied. 
If it both difagree with the ftomach and bowels, which I believe atifcs cither 
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from tlic mercury meeting with an acid in the Romach by which part of it is 
dilTolvcd forming a fait, or from being given in the form of a fait, both of 
which will generally purge and become the caufc of their own cxpulfion. 
There arc two ways of obviating thefe effeds ; the firft is, by preventing the 
fait from forming ; the iKond, by mitigating it’s efieds on the inteRines if 
formed, by taking off their irritability. To prevent the fait from forming, 
the beR way is to join the mercury with alkaline fubRanccs, either falts, or 
earths : and when given in a ^linc Rate, it may be Joined with opium, or 
fome of the eRential oils. 

To prevent the formation of the lalt, take of the preparations of mercury. 
Rich as mercurius calcinatus,mcrcuriusfufcus, or calomel, forming them into 
pills with the addition of a Ruall quantity of loft foap, or any of the alkaline 
falts 5 the alkaline fait alfo prevents the pill from drying : or inRead of thefe 
a calcarious earth may be joined with the mercury. Rich as chalk or crabs 
eyes : upon this principle is the mercurius alkalizatus, which is crude mer- 
cury rubbed down with crabs eyes. But thefe fubRanccs add confidcrably to 
the bulk of the medicine, no lefs than twenty grains being neccRary for a 
dole ; which contains feven grains and a half of crude mercury. The mer- 
curius calcinatus rubbed with a fmall proportion of opium makes an effica- 
cious pill, and in general agrees well both with the Romach, and bowels. 
Opium has been long joined with mercury to cure the venereal difeafe. By 
fome as much has been attributed to the opium as the mercury ; however 
opium Ihould be given with care, for it is not every conRitution witli which 
it agrees, often producing irritability, in fome laffitude and debility, in others 
Ipafms. 

If the mercury is not given in the above manner, but in the form of a fait, 
or the felts are allowed to form, then it Ihould be joined with one third of 
opium, and a drop of the oil of cloves, or camomile, which will make it 
agree with the Romach, and prevent it’s purging ; or if it is found Rill to 
difegree both with the Romach, and bowels, compound it Rill further, by 
joining with the mercury the alkaline falts, the opium, and fome eRential 
oil. 

A grain of mercurius calcinatus made into a pill, with the addition of Rich 
medicines as the Romach or bowels may require, may be given eveiy night 
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for a week ; and if in that time it has not affedted the mouth it may be re- 
peated evening and morning; and after the patient has been accuftomcd to 
the medicine and it is found not to fall much upon the mouth, it may be in- 
creafed to two grains in the evening, and one in the morning. 

The fame diredUons hold equally good either with the mcrcurius fiifcus, 
or calomel ; but it requires more of thele lalb preparations of mercury to 
have the fame medicinal effedt upon the difeafe, than of the before mentioned ; 
perhaps the proportion of their efiedls are about two, or three, to one. Why 
this flwuld be the cafe is probably not eafily accounted for, the quantity of • 
mercury being very nearly the fame in a given weight in both, for in eight 
grains of calomel there are feven grains of crude mercury. Three grains of 
thefe preparations appear only equal to one of the mcrcurius calcinatus. 
The crude mercury pven in the fame quantities with cither of the former 
appears the leaft efficacious of all, for fifteen grains of crude mercury rubbed 
down with any mucilage, feems only equal to one or two of the mcrcurius 
calcinatus. ’ 

The corrofive fublimate, which is a fait capable of IHmulating violently, 
is generally given in foludon in water, brandy, or fome of the fimple waters, 
and has been ufed with the appearance of confidcrablc fuccefs. It would 
appear that it removes ulcers in the mouth as foon, if not fooner than any of 
the other preparations ; bup^this I fufpedl arifes from it’s application to thele 
parts in it’s paffage to the ftomach, ad^g upon them locally as a gargle ; 
however from experience it appears not to have fufficient powers over the 
venereal irritation ; in recent cafes only removing the vifiblc local effedts, 
without entirely deftroying the venereal adlion ; for many more have been 
found to relapfe after having taken this preparation, than from many of the 
others ; which is owing to it’s pafTmg very readily off by the fldn. Befides 
it difagrees much more with the ftomach, and inteftines, than any of the 
other preparations. 

A grain of this medicine diftblvcd in about an ounce of fome fluid, is ge- 
nerally the dole, and incrcafcd according as it agrees with the bowels, and 
according to it’s effedls upon the mouth, and difeafe. 

As corrofive fublimate contains an acid, and as you muft be guided by the 
effirdts of the acid on the bowels, the quantity of mercury you can give in 
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this form is necciTarily fm&llcr than in the other prcptradont. Ward’s drop 
containing Icfs acid can be given in larger quantity, and is more efficacious on 
that account. Perhaps any of thefe preparations united with a fcruplc of 
gum guaiacum may have more eifedl than when given alone ; an electuary 
is a convenient form. 

This pradUce continued for two months will in general cure a common 
lues venerea ; but here it is not meant that any time ffiould be fpecihed. 
After all the fymptoms of the difeafe have dii'appeared, this courfe ffiould be 
continued at leaft a fortnight longer; but if the fymptoms difappear very fud- 
denly, as they often do, perhaps within eight or ten days, probably from the 
medicine going off by thole furfaces where die dileafe appears, the medicine 
ffiould be condnued three weeks, or perhaps a month longer, and the dole 
increaled. In fuch cafes the viliblc local efkdfs appear to be cured, while 
a venereal dilpofidon remains in the parts. 

Various are the preparadons of mercury recommended for internal ufe, 
while pradddoners have generally been fadshed with but one for external 
application. Eveiy pradddoner finds fome one of the preparadons anfwering 
better to appearance in feme one cafe than another, which calls the balance 
in favour of that medicine in his mind ; or others finding the bad efiedts of 
a pardcular preparadon at Ibme one time, have generally condemned that 
preparation ; not to mention that deceit is often praddled in the cure of this 
difeafe. One would naturally fuppofe that the fimplell preparadon is the bell, 
that which is eafiell difiblved in the animal juices, docs leall mifehief to the 
llonuch, or general health, and is leall dillurbed or hindeted in it’s opera- 
tions : for we can hardly fuppofe that any fubllance joined with mercury 
which alters either it’s chymical or mechanical properdes out of the body, 
can add to it’s power in the body, except a fubllance which had a fimilar 
power when adling alone. The preference generally given to the ointment 
ffiows this ; and if we could find a preparadon Hill more fimple than the 
ointment, that preparation ffiould be ufed in preference to the crude mercury. 
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VI. OF THE CURE OF THE DISEASE IN THE SECOND 
OR THIRD STAGE. 

In the more advanced ftages of the difeafe the mercurial courfe muft be 
pullied further. The greateft quantity of that medicine that the patient 
can bear at a time is to be thrown in and continued with ileadinefs till 
there is great reafon to fuppofe the difeafe is deftroyed. It will not be pof- 
fiblc in fuch cafes to prevent the mouth from being confiderably affefted, 
the quantity of mercury necelTary to be thrown in for the cure of thefe ftages 
of the difeafe being fuch as will in moft cafes produce that effedl. 

Before the difeafe has advanced fo far, the patient moft probably has 
taken mercury, and it is proper to inquire how he has been afiefted by it, 
and what quantity of it he could bear, which will in fome degree direct us 
in the quantity now to be begun with. If the patient has not taken mer- 
cury for a confiderable time, and is cafily affwfted by it, which is the cafe 
that admits of the Icaft quantity, it will be neceflary to begin cautioufly, 
regulating the quantity according to circumftances ; but if the perfon has 
taken mercury lately, although eafily alfoiled by it, more freedom may be 
ufed on returning to it, becaufe it will have lefs power on his mouth, as 
allb on the difeafe j again, if the perfon has been taking mercury very lately, 
and is with difficulty aifeded by it, which is the cafe that admits of the 
greateft quantity, then it may be adminiftcred freely fo as to affe£t the con- 
ftitution in the proper time. If the mercury is brought to the mouth in fix 
or eight days, and a confiderable forenefs is produced in twelve, it will in 
general be a good beginning. In fuch cafes the conftitution is if poffible 
to be furprized by the medicine fo as to produce it’s greateft effects, but with 
fuch caution as to be able to keep up thefe effisfts by quantity. 

Fridlion will anfwer better than giving it internally; for in this way we 
are furer of throwing in a larger quantity in a given time than could be 
taken internally without hurting the ftomach. 

The quantity of mercury applied in this way Ihould be under certain cir- 
cumltpices, in an inverfe proportion to the furface on which it is applied, 
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and the furface rtiould be completely covered with the ointment ; for half 
an ounce of mercurial ointment rubbed in upon a given furface will have 
nearly the fame effedt as one ounce rubbed in on the fame furface ; therefore 
one ounce to have double the effedl Ihould have double the furface. The 
quantity of ointment muft therefore be adapted to the quantity of furface, 
for on a certain extent of furface no more than a determined quantity of 
ointment can be applied fo as to be abforbed ; and applying a greater quan- 
tity would be ufclefs ; and if the quantity of furface is greater the lame 
portion of ointment cannot be diffufed fo as to employ fully all the abforb- 
ents. Every furface which is ufed may therefore have it’s full quantity of 
ointment, but certainly Ihould not have more, if we are to attribute tlie 
effedts of the mercury to tlie quantity. 

It has moft probably been always thepradlicc to rub the mercury well in, 
as it is termed ; but I fufpedl that this arofc rather, from an idea of the fur- 
foce being porous like a fponge, than of abforption being performed by the 
adlion of vcil'cls ; and it is probable that this adtion in the veflels producing 
abforption may be rather difturbed than excited by fridUon. 

How long the courfe is to be followed is not to be exadlly afeertained, it 
may be thought proper to continue it till the local appearances, as nodes, 
have fubfided ; but I fufpcdl that this is hardly necclTary, except they give 
way readily ; for in fuch cafes the local complaints, or tumefadtion, &cc. 
generally require a longer time to be removed than the venereal adlion ; 
and local applications mull be of fervice, efpecially if fuch tumefadUons are 
obUinate. 

The manner of living under fuch a feverc courfe, which is in cs ery refpedl 
tveakening, is to be particularly attended to ; the patient mull be fupported, 
and the local effedts of the medicine in the mouth preventing his taking 
many kinds of nourilhment, efpecially fuch as are of a folid form ; fluids 
muft form his only nourilhment, and thefe Ihould be fuch as will become 
folid after they are fwallowed ; milk is of this kind. An egg beat up with 
a little fugar, and a little wine ; fago, faloop, &c. form a proper diet. 
In many cafes wine and bark muft be given through the whole courfe. 
Sugar is perhaps one of the beft reftoratives of any kind we are acquainted 
with, when a conftitution has been very much debilitated by long fafting, 
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from whatever cauie, whether from the want of food when In health, or in 
the time of difeafe, or where the food has not been allowed to anfwer the 
conllitutional wafte, as in a courfc of mercury, and when the difeafe or 
courfc of mercury Is gone, then fugar will rcftorc fuch conftitution probably 
better than any thing elfe. 

Although it is not a common opinion, and therefore not a common prac- 
tice to give fugar entirely with this view, yet there are fuflicient proofs of 
it's nutritive qualitiy over almofr every other fubftance. It is a well known 
fedl, that all the negroes in the fugar iflands become extremely lully and 
fat in the fugar-cane fcafon; and they hardly live upon any thing*elfc. 
The horfes and cattle that are allowed to feed upon them all become fat. 
The hair of the horfc becomes fine. Birds who feed upon fruit never eat 
it till it become very rijie, when it has formed the greateft quantity of fugar, 
and even then only on fuch as furnifh the largell quantity of fugar. 
Infedts the fame, but in this tribe we cannot have a llronger inftance 
of this fadl than in the bee. Honey is compofed of fugar, with feme 
other juices of the plant, with a little efiential oil; but fugar is the prin- 
cipal ingredient. When we confider that a fwarm of bees will live a whole 
winter on a few pounds of honey, keep up a conftanthcat about ninety-fi\-c 
or ninety-fix degrees, and the adlons of the animal occonomy equal to that 
heat, w'e muft allow that fugar contains perhaps more real nourilhment than 
any other known fubftance. 

We fee too that whey is extremely fattening, which is the watry part 
of the milk, containing neither the oil nor thccoagulable matter ; this arifes 
principally from the fugar it contains ; for being compolkl of the watry 
part it holds all the fugar of the milk in folution. If the milk is allo^.vcd 
to become four it is not lb fattening, becaufe it is the fugar which is be- 
come four. 

Although the nutritive qualities of fugar have not been lb generally 
known as to introduce it into univerl'al pradtice, yet they have not entirely 
clcapcd the notice of pradlitioncrs. Mr. Vaux, from obferving the negroes 
in the Weft Indies growing fat in the fugar feafon, has been induced to 
give it in very large quantities to many of his patients, and with very good 
cficdls. Honey is perhaps as good a mode of taking this fubftance as any : 
' fwcetening 
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fwectcning every thing thet is cither cat or drunk, whether by fugar in honey, 
or fugar alone, is probably immaterial j yet it is probable that the other 
ingredients in honey may add to it’s nutritive quality. 



''II. OF LOCAL TREATMENT. 

If the local cfFcils have gone no further than inflammation and fwclling, 
either of the foft or hard parts, moft probably no local treatment will 
nccefiary, for the treatment of the conftitutioii will in general remove them 
entirely. 

It fometimes however happens that the local complaints will not gi\'c 
way, but the parts remain fwellcd in an indolent and inadUve ftatc, even 
after there is every reafon for fuppofing the conllitution is perfedMy cured. 
In fuch cafes the conftitutional treatment is to he aflifted by local applica- 
tions of mercury to the part, either in the form of a plainer or ointment. 
The latter is by much the beft mode. If thefe arc not fufficient, as often 
happens, we muft endeavour to deftroy this difpofltion by producing an 
inflammation of another kind. I have feen a venereal node which gave 
excruciating pain cured by an incifion only being made down to the bone 
the whole lengtli of the node ; the pain has ceafed, the fwclling has de- 
crcalcd, and the fore healed up kindly without taking a grain of mercury. 
Blifters have been applied to nodes with fuccefs ; they have removed the 
pains and diminilhed the fwellings ; fo far furnifhing a proof that local 
treatment may afllft mercury in many cafes. 

This treatment has not only been ufed to afllft mercury in thofc cafes 
where the medicine did not appear to be equal to the difeafe, but it has 
been ufed at the commencement of the cure, and even before mercury had 
been applied ; but it was ftill thought neceflTary to go through the fame 
mercurial courfc as if nothing had been done to the local complaints. 

It may be alked, what advantage arifes from the incifion or application 
of the bliftcr ? The advantage is immediate relief from violent pains ; and 
as there arc two powers adling, it is natural to fuppofc the cure will be 
more fpeedy. 

After 
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After all the above trials it may happen that the local eilefts fliall Hill 
remain, fonning as it were a new difeafe, which mercury may increafe, and 
therefore other methods of cure may be tried, as will be deferibed hereafter. 

VIII. OF ABSCESSES— EXFOLIATION. 

When anabfeefs forms in a node in the perioBeum the bones are gene- 
rally afiofled and make part of the ablcefs. Great attention Ihould be paid 
to them, for fuppurations in them arc not like fuppurations in common 
abfccfles, Hicy are Icldom produced from the true fuppurative inflammation, 
and therefore arc flow in their progrefs, rarely producing true matter, but a 
mucus, fbmething refcmbling flime, which lies flat upon the bone. This 
circumllance makes it diiHcult to determine when fuppuration has taken 
place, and in many cafes to detedl matter, even where it is formed. Ano- 
ther circumftance which renders the prcfence of matter in fuch calcs doubt- 
ful is, that the progrefs of the difeafe is generally checked very early by 
the ufc of mercury. This matter is often reabforbed during a mercurial 
courfc ; and it is proper, particularly in an early Bate of the complaint, 
to give it this chance ; but if the abforption does not take place, and the 
complaint is in an advanced Bate, it muB be opened. 

The furgical treatment of the parts under fuch circuraBances is the fame 
as in other difealcs of thefe parts opening with great freedom is abfolutely 
nccclTary ; .for the more parts are expofed, the more inclinable they are in 
general to take on the healing Bate, and Bill more lb here j for violence 
afliBs in deBroying the venereal difpofition. No Ikin covering a bone Ihould 
be removed from an abfccls, cfpecially in the lower extremities. 

If the abfeefs is opened freely, and an exfoliation takes place, which is 
generally the cafe, it is to be treated as any other exfoliation. Exfoliations 
fuccccd much better here than in many other cafes, becaufe the dileafc from 
which they proceed can generally be correiftcd, which is not the caie in many 
difeafes of bones where exfoliation takes place. Ca(es however Ibmetimcs 
occur in which after the venereal difpofition has been correfted another di- 
fcafcd adtion takes place in the bone, the nature of which will be explained 
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when upon the efft^s remaining after the difcafe is cured, and the difeafcs 
fomctimcs produced by the cure. 



IX. OF NODES ON TENDONS, LIGAMENTS, AND FASCIA. 

The obfervatlons made on the nodes of the perioftcum and bones are ap- 
plicable to fwellings and fuppurations of the ligaments and fafche j but It is 
ftill more difficult to afcertain the prclcnce of matter in them than in the 
former. 

When a thickening only of the ligaments or fafcl® is the conlequence of 
the difcafe, it is very obftinate, as in many cafes the difcafcd part may be 
cleared of all venereal taint and ftill the fwellings remain. Blifters may often 
be applied here with fuccefs j but if they fail, then it will be abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to make an incifion into the part, to excite a more vigorous adtion ; 
for although the complaint has nothing venereal in it, nor is any contami- 
nation to be feared from it in future, yet as it leaves often very obftinate and 
difagrecable fwellings, which neither give way to medicine nor time, it is 
proper to ufe every means for their removal. 



X. OF CORRECTING SOME OF THE EFFECTS OF MERCURY. 

Formerly when the management of mercury was not fo well underftood, 
nor it’s effects In this difcafe fo well known as they are at prefent, it was ge- 
nerally fuppofed to a<ft by evacuation from the falivary glands, and wa^ 
therefore always given till that evacuation took place ; and as it's effcdls in 
the cure were imagined to be in proportion to the quantity of this evacuation, 
it was puftied as far as poffible without endangering fufibcation. From this 
treatment it often happened in thofe conftitutions which were very fufceptible 
of the mercurial irritation, and in which the medicine produced much more 
violent effeds on fomc particular fecretions than could be wiflicd, that rc- 
courfe was obliged to be had to medicines correding the effeds of mercury ; 
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as thefe cfi^s were often an hindrance to it’s being given in fudicient quan- 
tities for the cure of the difeafe. 

I mentioned, when treating of the effects of mercury, that the fenfible in- 
creafe of the fecretions produced by it were in the following order ; firft of 
faliva, then fweat, then urine, and often of the mucus of the inteftines, pro- 
ducing purging ; I alfo obferved that when any of thofe fecretions became 
too violent, that the hand of the furgeon was tied up till they were moder.i- 
ted. Attempts have been made to lelTen thofe effedts in two ways, either by 
the deilnidtion of it’s [X)wer on the body in general, or by it's removal, but 
neither of thefe means have fucceeded. It never has once been thought ne- 
cefl'ary to attempt to leflen it’s powers on the organs of fecretion, fo as dill 
to retain the fame quantity in the conftitution, or even to throw in more, 
which if it could be cffedled would be fometimes of great fcrvice ; but as we 
are not yet acquainted with powers futHcient for thefe purpofes, we arc obli- 
ged to obferve great caution in our mode of giving the medieme. 

I have endeavoured to Ihow that this medicine need not be given with a 
view to procure thole evacuations, and that it may be given in any quantity 
without increaling either of thofe fecretions in any evident degree ; however 
after every precaution we may be dill deceived, and the medicine will every 
now and then produce greater effedls than were intended. It is very nccef- 
fary therefore to feek for a preventive of the ededts of mercury, when likely 
to be too violent, or to remedy thofe cffcdls when they have already taken 
place. 

The common pradtice when mercury produced violent edecls upon the 
intedines, was to counteradt thefe effedts j but this was not done with a view 
to retain the mercury in the conditution, but to relieve the bowels tli.at were 
fufFering by the adlion of the medicine : whereas the proper pradtice would be 
to dop it’s progrefs here, as in every other outlet, that more mercury may be 
retained in the conditution. 

Although thefe increafed fecretions arife from the conditutions being loaded 
with mercury, yet there is no danger in dopping them, for tliey do not arife 
from an univerfal difpofition becoming a local, or critical one ; and there- 
fore if fuch an adtion be checked or dopped in one place, it mud nccclTarily 
fall upon fome other j but it is from the part being^ more fufceptible of this 
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irritation than any other, and the quantity now in the conftitution being 
equal to tlie fufccptibility of the part j and tlierefore though it’s eft'ofts arc 
Aopped here, it does not break out any where elfe, every other part being 
capable of fup}x>rting this quantity, and of remaining unalR'dVcd rill more is 
thrown in. 

When the mercury attacked the falivary glands it increafed that fccretion 
fo much as in fome cafes to oblige pradlitioners to adminifter fuch medicines 
as were thought likely to remove this new complaint. This fufcefHibility 
of the glands of the mouth, and the mouth in general, to be eafily put into 
a<ftion by this medicine, was generally fuppofcd to arife from a Icorbutic con- 
feitution, to which moft complaints of the mouth arc attributed. I am of 
opinion that ferofulous people, and thofe of a lax and delicate habit, are 
more fubjed to have it fall on the mouth than thofe of a contrary tem- 
perament. 

Purges were given upon a fuppofition that mercury could be carried off 
by the evacuation produced by them, and they were repeated according to 
the violence of the cfk&s ot' the medicine, and the ftrength of the patiait ; 
but I can hardly fay that I ever have lecn the effedls of mercury upon the 
mouth, Icllened by purging, whether it arofe fpontaneoufly, was produced by 
purging medicines, or even when arifing from the mercury itfelf. As this 
method was not found fudicient for the removal of the complaint other me- 
dicines were tried j fulphur was fuppofed to be a fpecific for the removal of 
the effedt of mercury. Whether this idea arofe from pradlice or reafbning is 
not material ;* but I think I have feen good effedls from it in fome cafes. If 
we can fuppofe purging of any fervice, purging with fulphur would anfwer 
bed, as it would exert it’s efiedts both as a purge and as a fpecific. 

Sulphur certainly enters the circulation as fulphur, becaufe our fweat and 
urine fmcll of it j if it docs not combine with the mercury and deftroy it’s 
properties as mercury, it is pofilble, agreeable to the opinion of thofe who 
firfr thought of giving it with this intention, that it may fb combine as to 

• Sulphur united with any of the metals probably deftroys their Iblubility in the juices, or at 
Icaft their efteiih in tile circulation j none of the cinnabars a£l cither as fulphur, or mercury. 
Crude antimony, which is rcgulus of antimony and fulphur, has no cffeil. Arfcnic when joined 
with fulphur has no cffcdl, nor has iron. _ 
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form iEthlops mineral, or fomething fimilar, for we know that the iEthiops 
mineral however formed does not in general falivatc. It is pofTible too, that 
fulphur may aft as a contrary ftimulus to mercury, by counterafting the cf- 
fcfts of it in the conftitution. Sulphur has even been fupp»ofed to hiiider the 
mercury from entering the circulation. Ujx)n the whole, as thefe preparati- 
ons of fulphur and mercury are ftill fuppofed to have good effefts, and as I 
tliink I have fccfi good efl^s in other cafes, we muft either allow that they 
enter the circulation, or that their whole eiiefts are on the feomach and in- 
tellines, with which the reft of the body fympathifes. The good effefts from 
fulphur in lelfening or altering the immediate efifefts of mercury, can only 
take place when that medicine is really in the conftitution ; therefore a 
dillinftion is to be made between fuch as arife immediately from mercury, 
and one continued from habit after the mercury has been evacuated from the 
conflitution, a cafe that fometimes happens, and which will be taken notice 
of in it’s proper place. 

The talle in the mouth from the ufe of mercury has been known to go off, 
and not be perceived for a fortnight, and the feme tafle has recurred j this I 
am informed has happened twice to one gentleman from the firfe quantity of 
mercury taken. To account for this is not eafy ; in whatever way it happens 
it is a curious faft. 

When the mercury has fallen upon the mouth and throat, wafhing thofc 
parts with opium has often good effefts, for opium takes off irritability, and 
of courfe the forenefs, which is one means of leffening the fecretion. A dram 
of tinftura thebaica to an ounce of water makes a good wafh, or gargle.* 

When the mercury falls upon the (kin it is neither fo difegrecablc nor fb 
dangerous as when it falls upon the mouth ; however it may often happen 
that it will be proper to check fuch a difeharge, both upon account of it’s 
being troublef<Mne and of it’s leffening the effefts of the medicine in the con- 
fUtution by carrying it off. The bark is perhaps one of the beft correftors 
of this increafed fecretion. 

* My ufing opium in this way was from analogy, Ending that opium quieted the bowels when 
a purging came on in conrcqucnce of mercury : I tried it by way of gargle to the mouth, and 
found good efRaSb from it, but not equal to thole wdiicb it produced in the bowels. 
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When the medicine attacks the kidneys and Increafes the fecrction of thefe 
glands, it is not fo troublcfomc as when it produces fweating, though it is 
poflible that it may carry off" the mercury too foon ; but as we have but few 
medicines that can leffen that fecrction, in moft cafes it muff be allowed to 
go on. The bark may in fuch cafes be given with advantage. 

When the mercury falls upon the bowels it proves often more dangerous 
and troublcfomc than in any of the former cafes, efpecially the two laft j hut 
it is perhaps moft in our power to prevent or palliate. Opium Ihould be 
given in fuch quantities as to overcome the complaint, and I believe will 
feldom fail in removing all the fymptoms. 



XL OF THE FORM OF THE DIFFERENT PREPARATIONS 
OF MERCURY WHEN IN THE CIRCULATION. 

It would appear from rcafon, and many circumftances, that mercury 
muft be in the ftate of folution in the juices of the body before it can adl 
upon the venereal difeafe, and indeed before it can i€t upon any other difeafe. 
That mercury is in a ftate of folution in our juices and not in the ftate of any 
preparation of mercury that we know of is very probable from the following 
fiidls. 

Firft, crude mercury, every lalt of mercury, and calx of mercury, is foluble 
in the fpittle, when taken into the mouth, by which means it is rendered 
fallible to the tafte ; from thence it muft appear that it is capable of folution 
in fame of our juices. 

Secondly, crude mercury when divided into (mail parts by gum arabic, &c. 
fo as to be ealier of folution when taken into the ftomach, generally purges ; 
but crude mercury taken without fuch divilion has no fuch powers, not being 
lb readily dilToIvcd in the juices of the ftomach. The limple calx of mer- 
cury has the fame effedls, purging, and much more violently from being, I 
fuppofe, readier of folution in the animal juices ; for if it only purged from 
it’s union with the acid which happened to be in the ftomach it moft pro- 
bably would not purge more than crude mercury ; although it is very pro- 
bable 
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bable that the calx is caficr of folution in a tveak acid, than even the crude 
mercury. 

Thirdly, every preparation of mercury producing the fame efFetft in the 
mouth, and all'o having one and the fame cffedl in the conftitution, Ihows 
that tlicy muft all undergo a change by which they arc reduced to one par- 
ticular form. We cannot fay what that form is, whether it is the calx, the 
metal, or any other that we are acquainted with ■, but it is probable that it 
is not any of them, but a new Iblution in the animal juices peculiar to the 
animal itfelf. This is rendered ftill more probable by this circumftance, 
that every preparation of mercury put into the mouth, undergoes the fame 
change, and the fpittle has the fame tafte from every one of them. If every 
diflerent preparation of mercury had the lame properties in the conftitution 
that it poftelles out of it, which we muft fuppolc if it enters and continues in 
the fame form, in that cafe the venereal poifon muft be eradicated in as 
many different ways as there are preparations. Crude mercury would adl 
mechanically, by incrcafing the weight and momentum of the blood ; the 
calx would adl like brickduft, or any other powder that is heavy ; the r«d 
precipitate would ftimulatc by chymical properties in one way, while the 
corrolive fublimate would aft in another, and the mercurius ftavus in a third ; 
this laft would moft fwobably vomit as ipecacuanha docs, which vomits 
whether thft>wn into the ftomach or circulation. 

• fourthly, all the preparations of mercury when locally applied aft always 
in one way, that is, as mercury j but fome have allb another mode of 
aftion, which is chymical, and which is according to the fpecific nature 
of the preparation. The red precipitate is a preparation of tliis kind, and 
afts in both thefe ways, it is either a ftimulant or an efcharotic. 

• To afeertain whether this opinion of mercury being, in folution in our 
juices was juft, I made the following experiments upon myfelf. I put fomc 
crude mercury into my mouth, as a ftandard, and let it ftay there working 
it about, fo as to render it eafier of folution, till I tafted it fcnfibly; I then 
put into my mouth the mercurius calcinatus, and let it remain till I per- 
ceived tlie tafte of it, which was exaftly the fame ; but I obfcrved that it 
was caficr of folution than the crude mercuryv I tried calomel in the fame 
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way, and alfo corrofivc fublimatc, after being diluted witli water, and the 
tafte was IHIl the fame. It was feme time before I perceived the taftc of 
tlic crude mercury in my mouth. 1 tailed the calx and calomel much 
Iboncr. The corrofive fublimatc had at firft a mixed taftc, but when the 
acid was diluted it had exadtly the fame taftc with the former ; all thefe 
different preparations producing the fame fenfation or tafte in the mouth. 

From the effetfts of thefe experiments it would appear, that the mercury 
in every one of them was diffolved in the fpittle, and reduced to the fame 
preparation or folution. 

To try whether mercury in the conftitution would produce the fame taftc 
in the mouth, I rubbed in mercurial ointment upon my thighs till my 
mouth was afiedted, and I could plainly taftc the mercury ; and as far as 
I could rely upon my memory the taftc was cxadlly tlie fame as in the for- 
mer experiments. 

I allowed Ibme time for my mouth to get perfedtly well and free from the 
tafte i I then took calomel in pills till it was affedlcd again in the lame 
way. I afterwards took mercurius calcinatus, and allb corrofive fublimatc. 
All thefe experiments were attended with the fame refult ; the mercury in 
every form producing the fame tafte, which was alfo exadUy the iamc as 
when the fovcral preparations were put into the mouth. 

From the above experiments it muft appear, that when mercury produces 
evacuation by the mouth, it certainly goes off in that difeharge j and frpnx 
thence we may reafonably conclude, that when other evacuations are pro- 
duced from the medicine when in the conftitution, as purging, fweating, 
or an incrcaiol flow of urine, that it alfo goes off by thele evacuations, 
which become outlets to the mercury. 

From the above experiments it appears to be immaterial what prepara- 
tion of mercury is ufod in the cure of this difeafo, provided it is of ealjf 
folution in our juices, tire preparations cafieft of folution being always the 
beft. 
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XII. OF THE OPERATION OF MERCURY ON THE POISON. 

Mercury may be fuppofed to adl in three different ways In curing the 
venereal dileafe. Firft, it may unite with the poilbn chymically, and de- 
comp>ofc it, by which means it’s powers of irritation may be deflroycd. 
Secondly, it may carry it out of the conftitution by evacuation ; or thirdly, 
it may produce an irritation in the conftitution which countcradls the vene- 
real and entirely deftroys it. 

It has been fuppofed that mercury a(fls fimply by it’s weight in the circu- 
lating fluids j but of this we can form no adequate idea ; and if it were fo, 
other fubftances fhould atfl on this difeafe in proportion to their weight, 
and of courfc many of them fhould cure it ; but from experience we find, 
that fuch bodies as have confiderable weight, as moft of the metals, have no 
effiaft on this difeafe. We have no proof of mercury adling by a decompo- 
fition of the poifon from any of the concomitant clrcumftances. 

Mercury certainly does not cure the venereal difeafe by uniting with the 
poifon and producing an evacuation. For in thofc cafes where mercury is 
given in fuch a way as to produce confiderable evacuations, or In thofe con- 
ftitutlons where evacuations are eafily excited by mercury, it’s effedls upon 
the difeafed adlion are the Icaft ; and the fame evacuations produced by any 
other means have not the Icaft effeft on the difeafe. ' 

Whether the mercury be fuppofed to carry off the circulating poifon, or 
to dccompofe it, in neither way could it produce, when locally applied, any 
efFeift on a venereal inflammation or fore arifing from the conftitution ; for 
as long as any of the poifon exifted in the circulation, none of them could 
be healed by local applications, the circulation conftantly carrying the poifon 
to them j but we find the contrary of this to be true j for a venereal fore 
arifing from the conftitution may be cured locally. 

The laft or third of our modes of adlion of mercury feems to me the 
moft probable, and for many reafons. Firft, bccaufe the difeafe can in 
many cafes be cured by railing a violent ftimulus of another kind j and per- 
haps if we could raife fuch a conftitutional irritation without danger, as we 
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often can in local cafes, we might cure the venereal dilLife in the lame 
manner, and in one quarter of the ufual time. Secondly, we find that 
mercury afts as an univerfal ftimulus, caufing great irritability in the cen- 
ftitution, making the heart beat fuller, and rendering the arteries more 
rigid, fo as to produce a hard pulfe, as has been already obferved. It may 
further be laid to produce a dileafe, or a peculiar or unnatural mode of adion 
in a certain degree. The following cafe will illuftrate this. A gentleman 
had clcdricity recommended to him for fomc complaint he had. The elec- 
tricity was applictl, but without any vifible elfed. Befides the complaint 
for which he ufed elcdricity, he had a venereal one, for which he was firft 
put under a courfe of mercury, and while utider it the elcdricity was applied 
for the former complaint i but he had become lb irritable that he could not 
bear the Ihocks of one half their former llrength ; but the moll curious 
part of the cafe was, that the Ihocks had a much greater effed on the di- 
feafe than what they had before when twice as ftrong, and he now got 
cured. This gave the furgeon a hint, and having another occafion to ule 
eledricity, alfo without efi'ebl, he put the patient under a gentle courlc of 
mercury, and then found the fame effeds from the eledricity as in the 
former cafe, and the patient alfo got well. 

The powers of mercury upon the conftitution appear to be as the quantity 
of mercury and the fufeeptibility of the conftitution to be afteded with it, 
without any relation to the dileafe itfelf j and we find that the power of 
mercury upon the difeafe is nearly in the fame proportion. This fad gives 
us an idea of the irritation of mercury upon the conftitution, and confe- 
quently an idea of adminiftering it, and of tlie cure of any dileafe for which 
it is a remedy. 

As we find that a given quantity of mercury produces double effeds in 
fome conftitutions to what it docs in others ; alfo, that in thofe calcs it pro- 
duces it’s effeds upon the difeafe, we are led to believe that it is this efted 
upon the conftitution which cures the difeafe ; and therefore if it did not 
produce this effed it would alfo not have performed a cure. I have already 
obferved, that the cure does not go on cxadly in proportion to the vifible 
effeds upon the conftitution, except quantity in the medicine is joined with 
it i wliich if true would incline us to believe that there was fomething more 
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than Amply a conftitutlonal Aimulus, which moft probably is a peculiar 
fpecific effeit which is not regulated entirely by it’s vilible cfledls, cither 
conftitutional or local, although they appear to have fome connedion. 

This fad being known obliges us to be more liberal in giving mercury in 
thofe conftitutions where it makes but little impreflion, than in thofe which 
it cafily irritates ; although in thefe laft wc muft not be entirely regulated 
by it’s local cfFeds, nor depend upon a commonly fullicicnt quantity, but 
be ruled by the Icnfibility of the conftitution, and quantity joined ; for ia 
thofe wiicre the conftitution apjiears to be very fufceptible of the mercurial 
irritation, where fmall quantities produce confidcrablc local effeds, it is ftill 
necelTary to have quantity, although it is not fo neceftary to take the quan- 
tity in general that is fuppofed to be fufficient. VVe muft be guided by the 
three following circumftanccs, the difappearance of the difeale, the quantity 
of irritation produced, and tlie quantity of tlie medicine taken. 

XIII. OF GUM GUAIACUM, AND RADIX SARSAPARILL.E 
IN THE VENEREAL DISEASE. 

I have hitherto only recommended mercury in the cure of the venereal 
difeafe ; and indeed it is the only medicine to be depended upon. However 
as both the guaiacum and farfaparilla have been recommended as powerful 
remedies in this complaint, I took a favourable op|K>rtunity of trying their 
comparative powers in the venereal diieafe upon the fame perfbn. 

The guaiacum* I found had confidcrablc fpecific power over the difeale, 
confequcntly it may be of fervice in flight cafes where it may be inconve- 
nient or improper to give mercury on account of fome other difeafe. Thefe 
cafes however I have not yet afeertained ; or it may be given in thofe cafes 
where it is apprehended that the quantity of mercury neceflary to fubduc 
the difeafe would be too much for the conftitution to bearj cafes which 
fometimes occur. The furfiiparilla appeared to have no effeift at all. 

• The lignum guaiaci was imported by the Spaniards from Hlfpaniola as a cure for the venereal 
difeale, in the year 1517, having been given to one of them by a native. 

I fliall 
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I fliall relate cxaiflly the cafe in which their comparative powers were 
tried. A man came into St. George’s Hofpital with venereal fores over 
almoft his whole body : tlierc were many excrefcent fores in the armpits, 
fome of which were about the fize of an halfpenny j there were the fame 
appearances about the anus, between the buttocks, along the pcrina;um, 
between the ferotum and thigh, where thofe parts come m contaiEl with 
one another. Thofe upon the (kin in general had the common appearance. 
I ordered a poultice of the gum guaiacum to be applied to the fores in the 
right armpit j alfo a poultice of a ftrong decoifiion of farfaparilla and oatmeal 
mixed, to be applied to the left armpit. Thefe poultices were changed 
every day for a fortnight ; the excrefcent fores in the right armpit were 
entirely healed, and become even with the /kin, and covered with a natural 
(kin, although fomewhat difcoloured j the fores in the left armpit, which 
were poulticed with farfaparilla, were rather worfe than when the poultice 
was firft applied, as indeed were all the fores, except thofe in the right 
armpit. I then ordered the poultice of guaiacum to be applied to the left 
armpit, which was done, and the fores there alfo got well in a fortnight j 
I was now perfedUy convinced that the gum guaiacum had cured the/c 
eruptions locally. 

I next wi/lied to fee what cffedl the gum guaiacum would have upon 
the remaining fores when given internally, that is, tho/e about the anus, 
ferotum, and on the Ikin in general. The patient began with half a dram 
three times every day, which purged him; but this was prevented by 
joining it with opium. In about four weeks all the eruptions were cured, 
, and he was allowed to ftay in the hofpital fome time longer to lee if he 
would continue well j but about a fortnight after he began to break out 
anew, and in a very (hort time was almoft as bad as ever. I began a fccond 
time the gum guaiacum internally, but it had loft all it’s powers, or rather 
the conftitution was no longer affedted by it. He was put under a courlc 
of mercury and cured. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF THE EFFECTS REMAINING AFTER THE DI- 
• SEASE IS CURED, AND OF THE DISEASES 
SOMETIMES PRODUCED BY THE CURE. 

I N treating of the local efiofb of the venereal dileafe, the gonorrhoea and 
chancre, as alfo the bubo, I obferved that after the virus was deflroycd 
there remained in many cafes fome of the lame lymptoms, and particularly 
after the gonorrha:^. It was alfo obferved, that though all the fymptoms 
were entirely cured, yet they were liable to break out again. A gleet will 
appear, fometimes attended with pain, lb as to relcmble a gonorrhoea ; after 
chancres there will be lores relembling them ; and buboes after the virus is 
gone, will not heal, but Ipread. In the lues venerea the fame thing often 
happens, cfpecially if the inflammation and fuppuration have been violent in 
the parts. Thele calcs puzzle conliderably ; fbr it is difficult to fay when 
the venereal virus is abfolutely gone. In fuch doubtful cafes the treatment 
to be followed becomes more undetermined. 

Such complaints arc more common in the tonfils than in any other part, 
fbr we often And that while a mercurial courlc is going on, and the ulcer on 
the tonfils healing, or even healed, they lhall fwell, become excoriated, and 
the excoriations lliall fometimes fpread over the whole palatum molle, which 
renders the nature of the difeafe doubtful. I believe thefe excoriations, as 
well as fuch other appearances of difcalc as come on during the ufe of 
mercury, are fcldom or never venereal. In all fuch cal'es I would recom- 
mend not to continue the mercury longer than what appears fufficient for 
overcoming the original venereal complaints, not confidcring thofe changes 
in the cafe as venereal. The bark is often of fervice here, and may be given 
dther with the mercury, or after the mercurial courle is over. 

5 B It ' 
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It often happens that venereal abfeefles will not heal up, although they 
have gone a certain length towards it; for while the venereal adlion remained 
in the part, the mercury difpofed that part to heal, but under that courfe the 
conilitution and part had acquired another dirpofition, proceeding from a 
venereal and mercurial Irritation afFcdling a particular habit of body, or part, 
at the time, which new difpolition differs from the venereal, mercurial, and 
natural, being a fourth difpofition arifing out of all the three. I fulpofl 
however that it depends chiefly on the conftitution ; becaufc if it was owing 
to the other two, we (liould always have the fame difeafe ; and what makes 
this opinion more prdbable is, that it differs in different people, at leaft it is 
not cured in all by the fame means. The conftitution being prediljxjfed, 
the other two become the immediate caufes of adtion. As foon as the venereal 
irritation is deftroyed by the mercury, or becomes weaker than the other two, 
then the effofts of the others take place. While the venereal a6Iion prevails 
the mercury is of fervice, and the fore continues healing ; but when it is 
left'ened to a certain degree, or deftroyed, the mercury not only lofcs ft’s 
powers, but becomes a poifon to the new difpofition tliat is formed ; for if 
mercury is continued the lore fpreads, it ftiould therefore be immediately left 
off-. 

Some of the fores formed in this way not only refift all means of cure, but 
often inflame, ulcerate, and form hard callous bafts, fo as to put on the ap- 
pearance of a cancer, and are often fuppolcd really to be fo. 

We find alfo that new dilbd-e$ arife from the mercury alone. The tonftls 
(hall fwell where no venereal difeale has been before, ;he periofteum Ihalt 
thicken, and alfo probably the bones, and the parts over them (hall become 
cedematous and fore to the touch ; but as thefe complaints ariic while under 
a mercurial courfe they are not to be reckoned venereal, but a new difeafe, 
although they are too often fuppofed to be venereal, and on that account 
the mercury is puflicd as far as poffible. In fuch cafes if the complaints 
for which the mercury was given are nearly cured-, and the medicine has 
been continued a fufficient time after to complete the cure of thofe com- 
plaints, then of courfe it ftiould be left oflfj and if there be any doubt it 
ftiould be left off rather fooner than if no fuch complaint had taken 
place, becaufc it is probably producing a worfc difeafe than the venereal j 

and 
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and if after the cure of thefe complaints from the mercury, the venereal 
difeafc begins again to come into adion, mercury muft be given a fecond 
time, and now the conftitution will be better able to bear it, efpccially if 
attention has been paid to the reftoring the ftrength of it. Thofe difeafes 
of the tonfils and periofteum I fufped have fomething fcrofulous in them. 

Behdes local complaints arifing from the combined adion of the mer- 
cury, the difeafe, and the conititution, there is fometimes a conftitutional 
cfFed, which is a weaknefs, or debility, a languor, want of appetite, frequent 
fweats threatning hedic j but thefe happen moftly in thofe conflitutiona 
■with which mercury difagrees. Thefe complaints, local as well as confti- 
tutional, arife in feme meafure from weaknefs. They are difficult of cure, 
whether arifing from a venereal chancre, bubo, or the lues venerea. 
Strengthening medicines are of moft fervice : the bark is of great ufe though 
in general not fufficient, as it can only more or lefs remove the weaknefs, the 
fpecific qualities. feill remaining. What thefe are, is I believe not yet known, 
but I fufped that many partake of the fcrofula, and this opinion is ftrength- 
ened by their frequently giving way to fea-bathing.‘ 



I. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE MEDICINES 
. USUALLY GIVEN FOR THE CURE. 

A decodion of the woods, among which arc commonly included guaiacum 
and farfaparilla, is one of the firft medicines in the cure, and many of the 
cafes yield to it, which gives them the credit of curing the venereal difeafe, 
while fuch difeafes were fuppofed to be venereal. The larfaparilla was often 
given alone, and was found to produce nearly the fame effed. The good 
effeds of it in one cafe cfiablilhed it's reputation." A diet drink difeovered 

* In acale of an ulcerated rib frocn a venereal caufe, and live nodes on the ftiin-d>one, of twelve 
months Handing, a deep lalivation of fix months was undergone, after fruitlefs attempts by gentle 
fri£lion. None of the fores were healed by the mercury, and the patient was ordered to bathe in 
the Ira, and talte the bark. In three or four months the fores all healed up very kindly ; but the 
fide lall of all. 

* See in London Medical EflTays a cafe publilbed by Mr. Fordyce, now Sit William Fordyce. 

at 
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at Liibon was alfo of confidcrable fervice j and as it cured cafes fimilar to 
thofe cured by the farfaparilla, it was imagined that the diet drink confiRcd 
principally of a decodtion of this root. This was Hill on the fuppofition 
that all thofe cafes were venereal ; but it was obferved at laft that thofe 
medicines did not cure this difeafe till mercury had been given, and in tolera- 
bly large quantity. This was fufficient to lead feme thinking minds to doubt 
whether they were venereal, or not; and their being cured by different me- 
dicines ought to produce a convidtion of their being different from the vene- 
real difeafe, and that they are themfelves of different kinds. 

The mezereon has alfe been found to be of fervice in feme fymptoms of 
the lues venerea, fuch as nodes of the bones, but their being venereal was 
taken for granted. The mezereon is feldom given in venereal ulcers in the 
throat, or blotches on the fkin, which of all the venereal fymptoms are the 
moft certain, and the moft cafy of cure ; yet it was conceived that it removed 
fuch fymptoms as are the moft difficult of cure ; but all thofe cafes in which 
the mezereon has been given with fuccefs plainly appear not to have been 
venereal. 

When the hemlock came into fafhion in this country it was given in 
almoft every difeafe, and of courfe was tried in feme of thofe complaints 
confequent to the venereal difeafe ; and feme of thefe it was found to cure 
fo that it now ftands upon the lift of remedies. Velno’s vegetable firup has 
had fimilar effedts in feme of thefe cafes ; and opium appears alfe to have 
many advocates. Opium, like the farfaparilla, and mezereon, was fuppofed 
by it's firft introducers to cure the lues venerea,* but like the farfaparilla, it 
appears to have no effedt till mercury has done it's beft, or it’s worft." It has 
certainly confiderablc effedts in many difeafes, both in fuch as are confequent 
to the venereal difeafe, and others arifing from other caufes. 

It has been long a favourite medicine of mine, not only as relieving 
pain, for that is it’s common effedt, but as a medicine capable of altering 
difeafed adtions, and producing healthy ones. . In all fores attended with ir- 
ritability, a decodtion of poppy heads made into a poultice is an excellent 



• See Medical Communications, vol. i, page 307. 

* See a pamphlet publifhed by Mr. Grant. 

application. 
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application. Bleeding fores that do not arife from weaknefs, but from 
irritability, have the bleeding flopped immediately by this application. 
Mr. Pott is, 'I believe, the firft who fhowed the world it’s ufe in mortifica- 
tions. My firft mode of applying it for the cure of difbiies was locally, in 
which I found it had moft falutary effetfts in fome cafes, and it was ordered 
afterwards internally upon the fame principle, and it was alfo found to have 
falutary effedts In this mode. In two cafes that had been long fufpedled to 
be venereal, it’s effcdls were very remarkable ; and by it’s having cured them 
it confirmed ,me in my opinion that they were not. But when I was in- 
formed that they cured the venereal difeafe in the army in America by 
opium, I then began to queftion myfcif, whether I had formed a right judg- 
ment of the nature of thofe two cafes which were cured by opium. To 
afeertain whether opium would cure the lues venerea or not, I made the 
following trial at St. George’s Hofpital. 

A woman was taken into the hofpital with blotches on her fkin which 
had arrived to the ftatc of fcabs, and with well-marked venereal ulcers on 
both tonlils. A grain of opium was ordered to be taken the firft night, 
two the fecond, and fb on, incrcafing a grain every night, unlefs fbmething 
fhould arife to forbid it. This was clofely followed till the nineteenth 
night, when fhe was ondered a dole of phyfic as Ihe had become coftive, 
and the opium was omitted. On the 20th fhe began again, and continued 
incrcafing the dofc as before till it amounted to thirty grains, no alteration 
being produced in the fores, except what arofc from the lofs of time, whereby 
thty were rather worfe. I concluded, that if fhe had taken mercury to 
affedi the conftitution as much as the opium did, the venereal difeafe muft 
have been nearly cured, or at kaft much leflened ; but as that was not the 
cafe, it convinced me that the opium had no effodt whatever on the venereal 
difeafe. I then put her under a courfe of mercury, by fridlion, and in a 
fhort time it aftcdled her mouth, the fores foon began to look better, and 
they went on healing without ujterruption, till the difeafe was cured. I may 
, juft obferve, fhe found very little inconvenience from the opium j it kept 
her quiet, but flie was not particularly fleepy. 

Opium for the future will be given with another view than what it has 
commonly been, not merely to ^llay pain, but to cure difeafes. As thofe 

3 C dilcafes 
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diicafcs v.'hich opium will cure are not yet known, it will be tried in a 
thoufand cafes in which it will not fuccced, and in many it will even do 
harm ; but at laft it will find it's place ; and the dofcs for fuch purpofes 
will probably far exceed what is given at prefent. But as opium is capable 
of doing mifehief, it Ihould always be given with great attention to it's 
eftedts. It’s effeds are juft the reverie in fome cafes of what they are in 
common. In Ibmc conftitutions it incrcafcs ail the complaints, even fuch 
as it commonly cures. I have known conftitutions where opium difagrecd 
in every way ; where it purged ; where it increafed tlie irritability of the 
bladder and urethra, producing watching, rcftlellhefs, and extreme uneafi- 
nefs. It in (bme cales lixmed to adf like a poifon : the following is a 
remarkable inftance of this, and is alfo another proof of it's incfficacy in 
the venereal difeafe. 

Luke Ward was admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpitai, January 1 2, 
1785 ; his complaint was an ulcer in the throat of three months ftanding, 
which both from it's appearance, and the fymptoms which preceded it, 
fcemed to be venereal. He was ordered two grains of opium twice a day, 
which he took a few days without any other eftiaft than that of deeping better 
at night than ufual, when the dofe was increafed to two grains three times 
a day. His throat now gave him lefs pain ; but upon inlpedtion was not 
found to be at all mended. After two days the dofe was increaled to three 
grains thrice a day ; from this quantity he felt little or no inconvenience : 
he complained of being a little drowzy ; his eyes were rather infiamed, and 
his face rather flufhed. He continued to take this quantity for five days, 
and then it was increai^ to three grains four times a day. Next morning 
the rednefs and heat of his lace was much increafed, and had extended over 
his whole dun ; he complained of pain in his head. His pulfe was full 
and ftrong ; he was bound in his body, and his belly was tenfe and pain> 
fill. The opium was omitted, and fuch remedies as the prefent lymp- 
toms feemed to require were given, but without effect ; all his fymptoms 
continuing to increafe till he died, which was on the fourth day after j 
during this time the ulcer increaled much, and the difeharge of faliva was 
fi) great as to refcmble a dight fiilivation. 

» 

This 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE LUES VEI^REA. 



375 



This cafe proves in the firft place, that the opium had no effect upon 
the ulcer in the throat ; and in the next, that it is a medicine capable of 
producing very violent effects in the conftitutlon, requiring therefore great 
caution in the mode of adminillering it. 

John Morgan was admitted into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital with an ul- 
cerated leg. The common applications were tried for feven weeks, at the 
end of which time he was in every refpedt worfc, having no deep from 
conftant pain, and he was finking very faft. Two grains of opium were 
given every two hours, for twenty-three days, it made him hot and coftive, 
and his pulfe became firong and full, but without deep or abatement of 
pain. The dofc was increafed to four grains every two hours in the day, 
and eight grains every two hours during the night. The effoSts were 
cofiivenefs, retention of urine, lofs of appetite, an indammatory difpofition, 
no deep, without any amendment of the ulcer. On the third day of 
taking the lad . mentioned quantities he awoke from a diort deep delirious, 
and continued fo for twelve hours, when it left him very weak, fick at his 
domach, and with a low pulle. In three or four hours the delirium re- 
turned and continued forty-eight Hours ; the pulfe on’ it’s return immediately 
rofe, and his drength returned to a very great degree. When it went off 
he fell into a found deep for about eight hours, and awoke very tranquil, 
though weak j no more opium was given, and the leg in the fpace of a 
month healed. 

In the fird twenty-three days he took twenty-four grains a day ; for the 
lad three days he took feventy-two grains a day. In twenty-fix days he 
took feven hundred and fixty-eight, which is nearly two ounces of opium. 

Sarfiiparilla is frequently given ; but the opinions formed of it’s ufe appear 
to be vague and undetermined. It is neither wholly allowed, nor is it ab- 
folutely denied to have ededts upon the venereal difeale. It is the common 
opinion that farfaparilla docs not cure, except where mercury has been 
given. 

From the comparative experiment made with it and the guaiacum, it 
would appear to have no effcdl upon the venereal irritation itfelf, and there- 
fore can be of no fervicc till that irritation is dedroyed ; and as mercury is 
the antidote for that poifon, and becomes, one of the caufes of the com- 
plaints 
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plaints which farfaparilla is^ood for, therefore mercury is not only neceflary 
to deftroy the poifon, but alfo afliils in forming the difeafes we are now 
treating of. 

From the opinions of it’s being of (ervice in the venereal difeafe, it has 
been, and is Aill a common pradlicc to give it with the mercury : whether 
it really is of any lervice, is I believe much to be doubted j but it is ealy to 
conceive it in many cafes to be of ufc in preventing the formation of the 
dileafe arifing from mercury. When given along with the mercury it is 
often joined with the gum guaiacum, or the wood of the guaiacum, which 
we know will have fome eff&fl. 

The farfaparilla is generally given in form of a decodtion, three ounces to 
three pints of water, boiled down flowly to a quart, and tlie half or whole is 
drank every day, generally at three different times, often at meals. It is 
fometimes ground to a powder and taken every day with the fame effedl ; 
but I fhould prefer the extradl made into pills, as the eaficA way of taking 
this medicine. 

In many of thefe cafes I have feen good efiedls from the hemlock, of 
which the following is an inftance ; and I would further refer the reader 
back to the obfervations given of this medicine when treating of the difeafe 
produced in confequence of a bubo, page 284. 

A poor woman had undergone repeated falivations, which had always 
relieved the mofl preffing fymptoms j but after being afflidled more or lefs 
for three or four years, ulcers broke out in her nofe, and all over her face, 
with what is called a true cancerous appearance. The fores became loon 
very deep, and gave very coniiderable pain. Mercury, farfaparilla, and bark 
were given, without effcdt ; the fores getting daily svorfe, the parts aflefted 
were ordered to be held over the fleam of a decodtion of hemlock every four 
hours, and as much extradt to be taken internally as the patient could 
bear. She had fleep, and was free from pain the firfl night i and in a few 
days the fores put on a healing appearance. She loft her nofe and one fide 
of her mouth j but in fix weeks time every part was fkinned over. She 
remained well for three months, when the difeafe returned with redoubled 
violence and foon deftroyed her ; probably the hemlock fhould have been 
/continued lopger. 

II. OF 
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IT. OF THE CONTINUANCE OF THE SPITTING. 

It fometimcs happens that the fpitting continues after there is ev.iy rea- 
fon for fuppofing the mercury is entirely out of the conllitution ; for the 
tade of the medicine Ihall be entirely gone : this is fimilar to fome of the 
fymptoms of the different fpecles of the venereal difoafe. As it is only a 
continuation of an adlion', or an effeft of mercury when in the conilitutioa, 
it is neceifary to diflingulfh it from the original, or from the immediate 
effc<fls of mercury ; fince on this diflindtion rclls the method of cure. Thia 
may be reckon^ a gleet of thefe parts. Such conilitutions have been ge- 
nerally fuppofed fcorbutic ; and where there is a great fufeeptibility of the 
mercurial Aimulus In thefe parts the falivation will continue for months after 
the mercury has been completely removed ; but this medicine not being 
given now in quantity fufficient to produce fuch violent efiedts on the fali- 
vary glands, thefe cafes feldom occur. 

In fuch cafes I would recommend forengthening diet, and ftrengthening 
medicines : bark, and fleel, are fome of the befl. Sea-bathing is one of 
the beft reftoratives of relaxed habits, efpccially after mercury. Mead’s 
tindlure of cantharldes is fuppofed to be of Icrvice in thofe cafes. I am in- 
clined to believe that a folution of opium might be of fervice as a gargle. 

'The alveolar procefTes have fometimes become dead, and exfoliations have 
taken place, this alone has kept up a difeharge of faliva. When this hap- 
pens we mufl wait till foparation takes place, and extradl the loofo pieces, 
after which the falivation will fublide. 

I have feen part of the jaw exfoliate from this caufo. In moil cafes the 
feeth arc loofe ; and in many they drop out. 
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C H.A P T E R V. 



OF PREVENTING THE VENEREAL DISEASE. 

A S difeafes in general fhould not only be cured, but when it is poflible 
prevented, it will not be improper to fliow, as far as we know, how 
that may be done ; for in this difeafe we can with more certainty prevent 
infection, it’s origin being known. 

Preventives are previous or immediate applications, and may be divided 
into various kinds ; as thole that will not allow the venereal matter to come 
in contadt with the parts ; thofc which walh it off before it ftimulates ; 
and thofe which will adt chymically and deftroy the poifon. 

Oils rubbed on a dry part Hick to it and prevent any thing that is watry 
from coming in contadl with it ; and as the venereal poiibn is mixed with a 
watry fluid, it is not allowed to touch the part. 

Every thing which has a pxiwer of mixing with the venereal matter, and 
removing it from the part to which it is applied, may prove a prevention ; 
cauftic alkali is the bell for this purpole, it unites with the matter, form- 
ing a foap, and is then eafily walhed off. 

It is poflible this union with the alkali may dellroy the poiibn : the 
alkali muft be much diluted or it will excoriate. 

Lime-water would make a good wafli. 

If both thefe methods were put in pradlice there would be Hill more 
lecurity. 

Goulard’s extradt of Saturn has the power of coagulating the animal 
juices } how far this would anfwcr I cannot fay j for I can conceive that 
the matter may be coagulated and the poifon not dellroyed. 

Corrolive fublimate in water, about a grain or two to eight ounces, has 
been known to prevent the catching of the difeafe when many other things 
have failed. 



PART 

V 
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PART VII. 



CHAPTER I. 

OF DISEASES RESEMBLING THE LUES VENEREA, 
' WHICH HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR IT. 

T here is probably no one difeafc to which fome other may not bear 
a ftrong refemblance in fome of it’s appearances or fymptonis, where- 
by they may be millaken for each other. The htuation of a complaint alfo 
may miflead the judgment. A lump for indance in the bread of a woman 
may refemble a cancer fo much as to be midaken for one, if all the didin- 
guKhing marks of cancer are not well attended to. An ulcer on the glans 
penis, or in the throat, and nofe, creates a fufpicion of the venereal dilcale. 
Even the way in which a difeafe is caught becomes a caufe of fufpicion. 
The fluor albus in women fometimes produces a gonorrhoea in men, but it 
is not venereal, as has been mentioned. Drinking out of the fame cup with 
a venereal patient was formerly fuppoled to be capable of communicating the 
lues venerea, but this notion is I believe now exploded. Of late years a new 
mode of producing the venereal difeafe is fuppofed to have arifen ; this is by 
the tranfplanting of a tooth, from the mouth of one perfon into the mouth 
of another. That fuch practice has produced difeafe is undoubted, but how 
far it has been venereal remains to be confidered. 

Difeafes which refemble others, feldom do it in more than one or two of 
the fymptoihs ; therefore whenever the nature of a difeafe is fufpetded the 
whole of the fymptoms diould be well invedigated, to fee whether it agrees 
in all of them with tha difeafe it is fufpciftcd to be, or only in part. ' This 
obfervation feems to be more applicable to the venerciil difeafe than any other; 

for 
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for there is hardly any diforder that has more difeafcs refembling it in all it*s 
different forms than the venereal difeafe ; and when a difeafe refembles the 
venereal in fome of it’s fymptoms, but not at all in others, then thofc other 
fymptoms are to be fet down as the fpecific or leading ones of the difeafe to 
which it belongs ; the refembling fymptoms to the venereal being only the 
common ones. But if a difeafe is fufpedled to be venereal, though it is not 
perfectly marked, yet if it refembles the venereal in moft of it’s fymptoms, it 
mufl be fuppofed to be venereal, that being the moft probable, altlrough it is 
by no means certain ; for probably the venereal can hardly be demonftrated 
in any calc, cfpecially in the form of the lues venerea, from it’s not having 
the power of contamination. 

Although the venereal difeafe keeps it’s fpecific properties diftinft in it’s 
feveral forms, yet it’s fymptoms arc in appearance common to many other 
difeafes, and in that light it cannot be faid to have any one fymptom pecu- 
liar to itfelf. For bftance, every fymptom of the venereal difeafe, in form 
of a gonorrhoea, may be produced by any other vifiblc irritating caufe j and 
often without any caufe that can be affigned j even buboes and fwelled tefti- 
cles, which are fymptoms of this difeafe, have followed both ftimulating 
injedions and bougies, when applied to the urethra of a found perfon ; and 
indeed thefc two fymptoms when they do arife from a venereal caufe in many 
cafes arc only fymptomatic, not fpecific, but more cfpecially the fivclled 
tcfticle. 

Sores on the glans penis, prepuce, &c. in form of chancres, may, and do 
arife without any venereal infedtion } although we may obferve that they are 
in general a confequence of former venereal fores which have been pcrfcdtly 
cured. 

The fymptoms produced from the infedlion when in the conftitution are 
fuch as are common to many other difeafes ; viz. blotches on the Ikin, are 
common to what is called fcorbutic habits j pains common to rheumatifm, 
fwellings of the bones, periofteum, fafeia:, &c. to many bad habits, perhaps 
of the fcrofulous and rheumatic kind. Thus moft of the fymptoms of the 
venereal difeafe in all it’s forms are common to many other difeafes j there- 
fore we are led back to the original caufe, to a number of leading circum- 
ftances, as dates, and it’s effedts upon others from connedtion when only 

local^ 
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local, joined with the pre&nt appearances and lymptoms before we can de- 
tennine ablblutely what the difeafe truly is ; for all three taken together may 
be fuch as can attend no other difeafe. However with all our knowledge, 
and with all the application of that knowledge to fufpicious fymptoms of 
this difeafe, we are often miftaken, often calling it venereal when it is not j 
and fometunes fupp>oiing it to be feme other difeafe when it is venereal. 

Rheumatifm in many of it’s fymptoms, in feme conftitutions, refembles 
the lues venerea ; the normal pains, fwclling of the tendons, ligaments, 
xnd pcrioftcum, and pain in thofe fwellings are fymptoms both of the rheu- 
matifm and the venereal difeafe when it attacks thefe parts : I do not know 
that I ever law the lues venerea attack the joints, though many rheumatic 
complaints of thofe parts are cured by mercury, and therefore fuppofed to be 
venereal. 

Mercury given without caution often produces the lame lymptoms as 
rheumatifm ; and I have feen even fuch fuppofed to be venereal and the 
medicine continued. 

Other difeafes fhall not only refemblc the venereal in appearance but in 
the mode of contamination, proving thcmfelvcs to be poifens by affeding the 
part of contad, and from thence producing immediate confequences limilar 
to buboes ; alfe remote confequences limilar to the lues venerea. 

As errors in forming a judgment of a difeafe lead to errors in the cure, it 
becomes almofe of as much confequence to avoid a mifeake in the one as in 
the other ; for it is nearly as dangerous in many conlHtutions to give mercury 
where the difeafe is not venereal, as to omit it in diofe which arc ; for we 
may obferve, that many of the conftitutions which put on feme of the vene- 
real lymptoms, when the difeafe is not prefent, arc thofe with which mercury 
feldom agrees, and commonly does harm. I have feen mercury given in a 
fuppofed venereal ulcer of the tonfils produce a mortification of thofe glands, 
and the patient has been nearly deftroyed. 

When treating of the lues venerea and giving the fymptoms and general 
appearances of the difeafe, I related feme cafes which appeared to be venereal, 
though they really were not ; and I fhall now refer the reader to thefe, as it 
will be unnecefTary to give them again here, although if they had not been 
formerly taken notice of this would have been a very proper place. 
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As th: difeafcs in qucftion arc various, and not to be reduced to any (yftcm 
or order that I am acquainted with, I thall content myfdf with relating the 
cafes, and thereby put it in the power of others to judge for themfclvcs, if 
they Ihould not be inclined to adopt the conclufions I have drawn from 
them. 

On the 28th of July 1776, a gentleman, then In the Weft Indies, 
fcratched the end of his finger with a thorn,. On the 31ft he opened an ab- 
feefs on the ftioulder of a negro woman who had the yaws, and had been 
long fubjedl to fuch abfcefl'cs in different parts of the body, and to incurable 
ulcerations afterwards. At the inftant after the operation, he perceived a 
little of the matter upon the fcratch, and c.\clalmed that he was inoculated. 
On the 2nd of Auguft, he amputated a boys finger of thirteen years of age, 
for a fore refcmbling worm-eaten wood. The fcratch on his finger did not 
heal, but from time to time threw off whitifh fcalcs : this apf)earancc alarmed 
him,'and he rubbed in mercurial ointment very freely. Notwithftanding 
this, in the month of September, a painful inflamed tumor app>earcd on the 
fecond joint of the finger, which was foon followed by fcvcral others on the 
back of the hand, in the courlc of the metacarpal bone of the forefinger. 
He ftill continued the mercurial friifion, but without effwft, for the tumors 
daily multiplied j and by the month of November extended to within a fmall 
diftance of the axilla. They did not go on to fuppuration at this time. 
About the end of November he began to be affeded with fevere nodurnal 
pains in different parts of the body, but efpecially along the tibia and fibula, 
with frequent fevere headachs, which continued to increafe to an almoft in- 
tolerable degree for five months, though he ufed mercurial fridion, with 
dccodion of farfaparilla every day in great quantity. 

In the month of May 1777, a fcabby eruption appeared in difterent parts 
of the body, efpecially the legs and thighs, and the before mentioned tumor? 
ulcerated j but this was followed by a remiffion of the nodurnal pains. 

He never could bring on a falivation, though his mouth was conftantly 
tender, even for months. The ulcerations became daily worfe, and a voyage 
to England was thought the only rcfource. He arrived in London the ift 
of Auguft, and by the advice of Dr. William Hunter and Sir John Pringle 
he began again a courfeof mercury and farfaparilla, with a milk diet. I was 
' called 
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called in, and judging that two thirds of a grain of mcrcurius calcinatus 
every day was too ftnall a dofe, if it were judged to be venereal, it was or- 
dereil to be gradually increafed to five grains ; and he continued this courfc 
till November, when all the fores were perfectly healed. 

He now difeontinued the mercury, and remained free from all lymptoms 
of the diforder, except fomc nodes on the tibia, and rheumatic pains on ex- 
pofure to cold, until about twelve months ago he began to have an uneafi- 
nefs in fwallowing, a rawnefs in the throat, and a difeharge of vifeid mucus 
from that and the pofterior noftrils, all of which ftill continue. 

Tlie following obfervations may be made on the above calc. 

There can be little doubt that the difeafe was the yaws. The yaws is a 
difeafe that rclcmbles the venereal in fevcral of it’s fymptoms as well as in 
the manner in which it is moft commonly communicated. It differs how- 
ever in fome clfcntial particulars. The yaws have a regular progrefs, after 
going through which they leave the conllitution in an healthy Hate, at leafl: 
free from that difeafe : it being futficient for the cure that the patient be put 
in a Hate favourable to general health. Thus, a negro labouring under the 
difeafe muft do little or no work, be kept clean, and have a better diet than 
ufual. Under thefe circumllances, he commonly gets well in from four to 
nine months ; although the unfavourable cafes will continue much longer. 
Various medicines are given for the cure, but it is not clear that any of them 
do good. Mercury has confiderable jxjwer over the difeafe, without being a 
fpccific for it. If given early it will either check the progrefs of the difeafe 
or perhaps even heal up all the fores on the Ikin : but nothing is gained by 
this, for the difeafe foon breaks out anew. Some pradtitioners of medicine 
in the Weft Indies, arc of opinion that interrupting the courfe of the difeale 
by mercury is produdlive of no other evils than thofc of lofs of time, and an 
impcrfedl cure j others atfinn, that it is often the caufe of what tliey call the 
bone-ach. • Towards the end of the dileafe it is generally allowed that mer- 
cury may be given fafely and even with advantage. It is probable the long 
continuance of the difeafe being above fourteen months, and alfo the pains 
in the bones in the prefent cafe, were owing to the very early and free ule of 
mercury. It may be allowable to add, that the yaws do not differ more 
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from the venereal difcafb in curing thcmfelvcs, than in this circumAancc, 
that like the fmallpox they affect none a fccond time. 

A gentlenun applied to me for the cure of chancres, fituated on the at- 
tachment of the prepuce to the penis, and alfo on the fhenum. Mercury 
was ufed chiefly by fridlbn, in order to afiedt the conflitution •, it was alfb 
applied to the fores, b order to affleft them locally. The cure of the chan- 
cres went on gradually and without interruprion, and b about five weeks 
they were perfetfUy healed. He almoil immediately had connedlion with a 
woman, and bng before we could fuppofc the mercury had all got out of his 
conflitution. In a very few days after the firR connedlion the prepuce began 
to be chopped all round on the edge of it’s rellcdlbn. Hecontbued his con- 
notSrions, and upon it’s growbg worfo he applied to me, and I found the 
chops very deep and the prepuce there fo tight and fore that he could not 
bring it back upon the penis. The queflbn now was, whether this was 
venereal or not ? The fores themfelves did not appear to be fo, but more 
was to be taken bto the account than limply appearances. It was firll to 
be confidered, whether it might polTibly be a return of his former com- 
plaint. This could not be the cafe, bccaufe they were not in the fame 
parts. It was next to be queflioned, was it polfible for this part of the 
prepuce to have been contaminated at the fame time with the former, with- 
out having come bto adion till now, havbg been prevented by the courfo 
of mercury, which had not cured the difpofition, and bebg now left off it 
had come bto adlion ? This could not be well anfwcred, although not 
probable, becaule it appeared to come too foon into adlion after the leaving 
off of the medicine, for I did fuppofo there was flill a great deal of mer- 
cury in the conflitution. Was it then poflible for him to have caught it 
from the woman ? This I fuppofed could not have been the caufe of thefe 
chops, whatever effedl this connedlion might have to render them venereal 
hereafter, for they apptcared too foon after it, efpecially as he had mercury in. 
his conflitution at the time, and a$ the parts had been accuflomed to the 
application of venereal matter but a very little time before. Although from 
all circumflances taken together I was convinced it was not venereal, yet an 
apprehenfion arofe b hit mbd concerning the poflibility of having given 
it to the lady, as he had conneflion after thdr firfl appearance. 1 was 
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equally convinced of the impoflibility of the one as of the other, therefore 
dcfired him to reft ea(y on that head. He went immediately into the coun- 
try, and without doing any thing for thofe chops they got perfectly well. 
In lefs than a fortnight after this connecftion the lady became a little indif- 
polcd with a flight fever, and a fwelling came in one of her groins. I watched 
the progrefs of this fwelling, which was flow, and I did not believe it to be 
venereal. It at laft formed matter and broke, and a poultice was applied to 
it. Inftead of ulcerating or fpreading, it rather took on a healing difpofition, 
and in about fix weeks it was perfaftly well. While it was healing, fcurfy 
eruptions came out on the (kin, fomc on the face and thighs, but more 
efpecially on the hands and feet, where the cuticle peeled oft'. Upon the 
firft appearance of thefe, I was a little daggered, but as the fore was healing 
I was unwilling to give credit to the appearance, and therefore begged that 
nothing might be done, and they all got well. 

From the general outline of thclc cales, one would naturally have faid they 
were venereal, but the particular circumftances being all uiveftigatcd, and 
the whole taken together, led me to fuppofe that they were not, and the 
event proved that to be the cafe. 

The following cafe was communicated by Mr. French of Harpur-ftreet. 

“ June the 9th, 1782, a gentleman applied to me for an ulcer which was 
feated on the glans penis, attended with exceflivc pain. Knowing him to be 
an intemperate man, and learning from himielf that during a ftate of intox- 
ication he had been conneded with a woman, I judged the complaint to be 
venereal. He was now in a feverifli ftate and unfit for the exhibition of 
mercury, I therefore preferibed for him deco^on of bark with elixir of 
vitriol and dnAura thebaica proportioned to his pain. I diretfted him to ab- 
ftain from every kind of fermented liquor, to live chiefly upon milk, and to 
wafti the ulcer with a liniment compoled of equal parts of oil of almonds 
and aqua fapphirina. 

About the 17th of the fame month, Ibme check having been given to 
the fever, the lore looking cleaner, and his pain having abated, I ordered 
him fmall doles of the argentum vivum and extradt of hemlock. 

July the 4th, finding the mercurial courfe difagree, I ordered three grains 
of the extradt of hemlock to be taken two or three times a day, and the 
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detbilioh of Irark to be taken as before, with twenty drops of tinflura 
tliebaica, whicli was gradually incrcafcd to lixty, at bed-time. 

The ulcer had fpread very much during the mercurial courfc, and had 
now ddlroyed half tile glans penis. 

0 <ftobcr ill, Mr. Hunter was confulted, and ordered the patient to add the 
powder of farfaparllla to the decodtion of bark, to take laudanum freely, 
and walh tlie fores with tindtura tliebaica. Soon after beginning this courfc 
the renrainder of the glans penis llouglicd off, the parts gradually healed, and 
liealth was rellorcd. 

There were two other fymptoms in this cafe which deferve to be taken 
notice of, a conlidcrabic enlargement of the fcalp on the right fide of the 
os frontis, and on the left parietal bone, attended with cxceflive pain, and 
vibiccs rdembling the fea-feurvy on the inlide of the left tibia, both of which 
difappeared in the courfc of the cure. 

Some months after, the tumor in the head returned, and feveral abfcelTes 
were formed which were opened, and the cranium found carious to a great 
extent. On account of the pain, he has for fomc months pall: taken two 
hundred and forty drops of laudanum, and lix grains of opium daily. Tlicfe 
fores healed up and others broke out in different parts of the head, which 
allb got Well, and in June 1785 there was only one large ulcer in the angle 
of the right eye.” 

A lady was delivered of a child on the 30th of September 1776, tlic infant 
being weakly and the quantity of milk in the mother’s breafts abundant, 
it was judged projicr to, procure the child of a perfon in the neighbourhood 
to aflift in keeping the breafts in a proper ftate. It is worthy of remarking, 
that the lady kept her own child to the right breaft, the ftranger to the 
left. In about fix weeks the nipple of the left breaft began to inflame, and 
the glands of the axilla to fwell. A few days after feveral fmall ulcers were 
formed about the nipple, which fpreading rapidly foon communicated and 
became one ulcer, and at laft the whole nipple was deftroyed. The tumor 
in the axilla fublided, and the ulcer in the breaft healed in about three 
months from it’s firft appearance. On inquiry, about this time the child of 
the ftranger was (hort breathed, had the thrulh, and died tabid, with many 
fores on different parts of the body. The .patient npw cotnplained of fliooting 
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^ins In dif&rent pdrts of the body, which were 'fucceeded by an eruption 
on the arms, legs and thighs, many of which became ulcers. ... t , . 

She was now put under a mercurial courfe, with a decodtion of far- 
faparilla. Mercury was tried in a variety of forms, Ih folution, in pills 
internally, and externally in the form of ointment. It could, not be con- 
tinued abos'c a few days at a time, as It always brought on fever or purging, 
with extreme pain in the bowels. In this flate flie remained till March i6, 
1779, when llie was delivered of another child in a difeafed ftate. This 
child was committed to the care of a wetnurfe, and lived about nine weeks ; 
tlie cuticle peeling off in various parts, and a fcabby eruption covering the 
whole body j the child died. . 

Soon after the death of the child the nurfe complained of headach and 
fore throat, together with ulceration of the breafts. Various remedies were 
given to her, but flic determined to go into a public hofpital, where flie was 
falivated, and after fomc months flie was difeharged, although not cured, of 
the difcafe. The bones of the nofe and palate exfoliated, and in a few 
months flic alfo died tabid. 

. Of the various, remedies tried by tlie lady herfelf, none fucceeded fo well 
as fea-bathing. About the month of May flie began a courfe of the Lifbon 
diet-drink, and continued it widi regularity about a month, , drefllng the 
fores with laudanum, by which treatment the fores healed up ; and in Sep- 
tember flie was delivered of another child, free from external marks of 
difcafe, but very fickly ; and it died in the courfe of the month. 

About a twelvemonth after the fore broke out again, and although mer- 
curial dreflings and internal medicines were given, remained for a twelve- 
month, when they began again to heal up. 

The following cafes being all derived from one flock, they fliow as niudi 
as pofliblc, that new poifons are rifing up every day, and alfo very fimilac 
to the venereal in many refpedts,, although not in all ; therefore it is the 
want of fimilarlty that becomes the crit«rior> to judge by, and not the fimA 
larity. The parents of the child, who was the fubjed of the following 
hiftory, were and are to all ajipcarancc healdiy people. The child was 
weakly when born j and the motlier having little or no milk, when it was 
force weeks old flic gave it to a nurfe avhofe .milk was then feven months 
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old, and was giving fuck to her own child. The foflcr-mother allowed 
her own to fuck the right breaft while the other fucked the left. 

The nurfc obfcrved that the (kin of the foftcr-child began to peel off ; 
but no rawnefs or forenefs took place except about the anus, where it looked 
as if fcalded. The fame kind of peeling took place on the lips, but they 
did not appear to be fore, although the people in the’ country faid it was 
tire thrufh. The inner furface of the mouth and tongue appeared found. 

In a fortnight after her receiving the child it died, and then (he allowed her 
own child to fuck both breads for three weeks ; at the end of which (he 
came to town to nurle a gentleman’s child. 

She gave fuck to this fccond child ; but after being in town about ten 
or eleven days, (he did not feel herlelf perfedtiy well ; which made them - 
fuppole that the new mode of life, confinement in town, and probably better 
living, might not agree with lier, and (he went into the country and took 
the gentleman’s child with her. About three or four days after (he went to 
the country, for indance, about a fortnight after (he took this- child, and 
dve weeks after the death of the fird child, her left nipple, which the 
fird nurfed child had always fucked, b^n to be fore, fo that (he could 
not let the child fuck it. This ulcer on the nipple became extremely pain- 
ful, and in a day or two eruptions came out on her face, which were (bon 
followed by the fame over her whole body, but mod on her legs and thighs; 
they continued coming out for about a fortnight, and had at fird very much 
the appearance of the eruptions of the fmallpox, on the third day of their 
eruption attended with fever, univerfal uneafinefs, and great pain. The (alt 
of wormwood mixture, with the tcdaceous powders, was given every four 
hours, with fomc opening medicines, as the infufion of fena, fbluble tar- 
tar, ficc. every lecond or third day, but without effoft, the complaints 
incrcafing. 

Two or three days after the eruption on the (kin appeared, one of the 
glands of the armpit began to fwell, and formed matter, and was opened 
within a fortnight after it’s fird appearance, and healed almod dire^ly. 
Some of the eruptions increa(ed fad and become very broad fores, nearly 
of the fize of a half-crown, clpecially on the legs and thighs, and were 
covered \vith a broad fcab ; many remained fmall and only appeared like 
' pimples. 
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pimples. About a fortnight after the firft appearance of the eruption, fomo 
began to die away, becoming lei's forej and about four weeks after this 
appearance a foul ulcer attacked the left tnnfil. 

* The furgeon in the country, from all thefc circumftances, finding he 
could not get any groimd by the before mentioned treatment, determined to 
give her the folution of the corrofive fublimate, of which he gave half a 
grain in folution night and morning ; in about a week there feemed to be a 
Oop put to the fpreading of the ulcers, and die difoharge to be leOcned f()me> 
thing, the ulcer in the throat putting on a better appearance. 

It was at this period I firft faw her, which was about fix weeks after 
the firft appearance of the eruption, and a fortnight after the appearance of 
the ulcer in the tonfil. The eruptions were then very much as before 
deferibed ; but the ulcer in the tonfil was clean and healing. From the 
biftory of the cafe I did conceive it not to be venereal j I therefore defired 
that all medicines might be left off, which medicines could only have been 
taken for a fortnight at moft, becaufo it was after the appearance of the 
ulcer on the tonfil the mercury was given, which was only of a fortnight's 
' ftanding when I faw her. She foon after recovered. 

• After being well for Ibmc time, flic again applied to the furgeon in the 
couutt)', an abfeefs having formed where the complaint firft began in die 
bre^,' attended with frefti erupdons on the face. 

- The abfeefs was opened, and it healed up in a few days, and upon taking 
fomc cooling phyfic the erupdons difappeared. She has continued very 
well ever fince without any other bad effofl than the total lofs of her nip- 
ple. This cafe was certainly underftood to be venereal. * i 

About five days after the app^rance of the eruption on die nurfe, the 
gentleman’s child was taken away and given, to a healthy woman of a florid 
complexion, aged twenty«-four }'ears, and who had lain in with her firft 
rjiild eleven months when flie became wet nurfe to this child. After a few 
days ftic obferved erupdons oh the child’s- head, t not unlike thofe already- 
deferibed on the firft nurfe which it had flicked. It’s. mouth foon after be- 
came excoriated, fo that it fucked ,with difficulty. After a ftiort time 
thofe erupdons on the head became dry and peeled oft', others appeared on 
the face, knees and feet, but wholly unlike the former, as the firft matu- 
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rated, while the latter appeared only cutaneous, peeling off and leaving t 
circumfcribcd fpot of a light dun color, which continued incrcafing for 
five weeks. Thefe eruptions continued nearly three months from their 
commencement, at which period the child was extremely emaciated, but 
no particular treatment was indicated, fo no medicine uras exhibited, and in 
a few wxeks after it came to London and got perledtly well. - 

The fecond nurfc a few days after giving fuck to the child, had blotches 
appear on her left bread, precifely the fame with thofe on the firft nurfc ; 
with this difference only, that they were fewer in number, and attended 
with a greater degree of phlegmonous inflammation. They continued, and 
incrcafed In fize for feven or eight days ; then the nipple of the fame bread 
became ulcerated j the ulceration fpreading fo much as to endanger the lofs 
of it i her thighs now became difeafed, and afterwards her legs. 

She fucklcd this child about twelve weeks. The difeafe feemed no 
longer to Increafe, and in twelve or fourteen days after this entirely dif- 
appeared without her taking any medicine, except a few ounces of the de- 
codlion of the bark. The only application to the bread was unguentunv 
fimplex. 

The milk at this time became fo fmall in quantity, that they were under 
the neceflity of providing a third wetnurfe for the child, and the fecond 
returned to the country. Her own child being weaned die had no further 
occafion for the milk, and in a few days it wholly difappeared ; but 1^ way 
of amuling the child when peevifb, ihc allowed it to take the nipple, which 
had been difeafed, in it’s mouth ; the confcquence was, that in a few days 
this child alfo became difeafed in like manner with the former. She now 
applied to an eminent furgeon for affidance, who not being acquainted with 
the hillory, fuppofed it venereal, and ordered a colourlefs medicine, fuppofed 
from circumftances to be the folution of fiiblimate, fixteen grains to half 
a pint of water ; the dofe a tablc-fpoonful. She took this medicine as di- 
re£Ied, and alfo gave it to her hufoand and child ; the child a tea-fpoonful 
only at a time. While taking this medicine fhe got well. 

The third wetnurfe, like the former, was in a fhort time affofted, but the 
blotches in this cafe were Hill fewer in number, the difeafe appearing to 
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lofc confiderably in it’s power, as each freih infetflion became lefs malig- 
nant than the former. She got well without taking any medicine. 

I. OF DISEASES SUPPOSED TO BE VENEREAL PRODUCED 
BY TRANSPLANTED’ TEETH.' ' 1 I; . • 

. f ■ , • > ii : ' ' ' 1 1; il.; 

’ Since’ the operation of tranfplanting teeth has been praftilcd in London, 
fome cafes have occured in which the venereal infedlion has been fuppofed 
to be communicated ill this way p and they have been treated accordingly ;’ 
iior has the method of cure tended to weaken the furpicion';-! yet when all 
the circumftaneb attending them,'botli in the mode of catching the difeafe, 
and in the cure when treated as -venereal, are conAdered, there is fomethilig 
in them all which is not exactly Amilar to the lifual appearance of the 
vehcreal difeafe when caught in the common way ;• efpecially too when it 
is conAdered that Ibme of the cafes were not treated as venereal and yet 
got well, and therefore the cures of the others which appeared to be from 
mercury- are not clear proofs of their having been venereal.* ‘ 

I believe that I have iben molt if not all the cafes of thia kind whidh have 
occured, and have' attended fome of them. In all of them the time’ of local 
aAeftion after the inferdon of the tooth has been almoA; regularly a month,' 
which is too long for the venereal to take effe<ft at a medium ; and where 
they have produced conftitutiona] fymptoms thofe again have either followed 
the local too dole for the venereal or too regular as to tiina, Biit it may 
be advanced that 3 difeafe has been- produced probably as bad 'in it’s con- 
fequences as the venereal. That a difeafe has been formed 'in this way 
is certain. ' . ' 

The Arfl cafe of this kind which came under my care, was a lady who 

bad one of the bicufpidati tranfplantcd. The tranfplanted tootli faftened 

• ' 

* It is to be rmurked here, that I do not. in the prefrnt caib lay any ftrefs at all on my opi- 
nion of the lues venerea not having the power of contamination ; and I believe we muA allow 
if thefc arc venereal it muft have been the lues venerea in the perfonfrom whom the tooth was 
taken ; for chancres are not common in the mouth, and they would be feen on c.x.vminatioi^. 
1 believe few difeharges fimitaruo gonorrhoea take place there. ' 

very 
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very well. About a nM>nth after (he danced till five or fix o’clock in the 
morning, caught cojtl, and had a fever in confeqocncc, whicli laftcd near 
fix weeks. In this time ulceration in the gum and jaw took place, though 
it was then not known. And when (he was beginning to recover, it was 
found tliat not only tlic gum and fotfket of this, tooth were difeafixi, but aha 
thole of the teeth nejet to it. The t\vo teeth Were taken out, and the lockets 
of both afterwards exfoliated, but the parts were very backward in healing. 
This back'vardncfs ^vc rife to various opinions, the principal of which 
was, that it was venereal. In the ,mean,timO'a rifing appeared upon one 
of the legs, which was of the indolent ripde kind, tjiis was alfo fufj^ded 
by I'omc to. be ;vencr«al, qr railier was a corroborating, circuniftance of 
tjie former opinion ; but I gave it as my opinion that it was. not. .1 
defired (he might- go to the fea and bathe, which (he did, and got per- 
fotlly well, both in the jaw, aqd leg, and has continued fo ever fince. 

The fccond cafe of this kind I have (hen was alfo in a young lady.: the 
tranfplanted tooth fattened extremely well, and continued fo for about a 
month, when the gum began to ulcerate, leaving the tooth and (beket 
bare. The ulcer continued, and blotches appeared upon the (kin, and 
ulcerSjplib irt the throat. The.dilcafc was treated as venereal, the com- 
plaints gave way to this cqurlc, but they recurred fcveral tinics after very 
levere courfes pf mercury 5 however (he at laft got well. . ’ ' 

The only obfervation I can make on this cafe is, that the lymptoms 
recurred after continued courfes of mercury, much oftner than is ufual in 
venereal, cafes I,had my fufpicions all along that it was fcrofulous. 

The tliird; cafe \vas'of a gentleman, where the tranfplanted tooth re-' 
maincd,' without, giving th» lead didurbance, for about a month, when, 
the edge of the gum began to ulcerate, and the ulceration went on till the 
tooth dropped out. Some time after, fpots appeaitd almod every where on 
tire (kin they had not the truly venereal appearance, but were redder, or 
more tranfparent, and more circumfcribcd. He had allb a tendency to a 
V licSic fever, fuch as redlelTncfs, want of fleep, lofs of appetite, and headach. 

After trying (evcral things and not finding relief, he was put under a courfc 
of mercury, and all difeafe dilappeared according to the common courfe of 
the cure of the venereal .difeafe, and we thought him well j but feme time 

after. 
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after, the fame appearances returned, with the addition of fwclling in the 
bones of the metacarpus. He was now put under another courfe of mercury 
more fevere than the former, and in the ufual time all the fymptoms again 
difappeared. Several months after, the fame eruptions came out again, but 
not in fo great a degree as before, and without any other attendant fymptoms. 
•He a third time took mercury, but it was only ten grains of corrofivc fubli- 
mate in the whole, and he got quite well. The time between his firft 
taking mercury and his being cured was a fpace of three years. 

Query : Could this cafe be venereal ? The two firft courfes of mercury 
removing the eruptions, would feem to prove it was j but the third courfc 
aUo removing them, which confifted of only ten grains of corrofive fublimatc, 
would leem to prove that it could not be venereal j for if it had, the appear- 
ances which returned after the fecond courfe, in which a confiderable quan- 
tity of mercury had been given, would not have yielded to ten grains. 

The fourth cafe was that of a young lady who had a tooth tranfplantcd, 
and about the fame diftance of time after it, as mentioned in the former cafes, 
the gum began to ulcerate, and the ulceration was making confiderable pro- 
grefs. The furgeon who was firft confulted defired mercury to be given 
immediately. I was aftenvards defired to fee her, and advifed that mercury 
lliould not be had recourfe to, that we might afeertain the nature of the cafe; 
for if Ihe took mercury and got well, it would be adding one more to the 
number of the fuppofcd venereal cafes arifing from fuch a caufe. I recom- 
mended drawing the tooth, that we might fee what effc<fts would be produ- 
ced by the removal of the firft caufe. 

The tooth was drawn, and the gum healed up as fall as any common 
ulcer, and has ever fince continued well. 

This cafe requires no comment. I may however be allowed to obferse, 
that if the lady had gone through a courfc of mercury, Ihe would have in all 
probability alfo got well; for the tooth, in the time ncccflary for compleatlng 
the courfe of mercury, would have dropped out j and if this had really hap- 
pened, we need not hefitatc in affirming, that it would have been confidered 
as venereal. 

The fifth cafe was that of a young lady, eighteen years of age, who had one 
of the incifores tranlplanted, which faftened very well ; but fix or fc^•en 

5 H weeks 
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weeks after the operation, an ulceration of the gum took place, the tooth 
was immediately ordered to be removed, and the bark was given without any 
other medicine being had recourfc to, and (he got well in a few weeks. 

The fixth cafe was that of a gentleman, aged twenty-three, a native of one 
of the Weft India iflands, who had the two front indfores tranfplantcd ; 
and about the fame time after the operation, as in the former cafes, an ul- 
ceration of the gums took place, which increafed to a very great degree, 
and the ed^ of the gum Houghed oft'. An eminent furgeon was confulted, 
who ordered the bark, and the patient without taking any other medicine 
got well, in nearly the fame time as the lady in calcs four, and five, who 
had the teeth taken out. The gums recovered themfelves perfeiftly, but were 
eonfiderably fhortcr. 

If we take fome of the above cafes and confider them as they at firft ap- 
peared, we fliall almoft pronounce them to have been venereal. If we take 
the others, we (hall pronounce them abfolutely not to be venereal ; and if 
we confider every circumftance relating to thofc probably venereal, we fhall 
as far as rcafoning goes, conclude that they were not venereal. The firft 
cafe that appeared at the time to be venereal, is the fecond of thofe before 
related ; but as I did not attend the lady through the whole of the cure, I 
can fay lefs upon it j fhe certainly had the fymptoms recur oftner than they 
do in venereal cafes in common, where the difeafc is attended with no am- 
biguity, and took more than the ufual quantity of mercury j there is there- 
fore in this cafe fomething not clearly underftood, becaufc it does not exadtly 
agree with venereal cafes in general in all it’s parts. 

The fourth cafe was fimilar in it’s recurring, and in the quantity of mer- 
cury that appeared to be necclTary to remove the fymptoms. 

The moft ferious eftc£b of the tranfplanting of a tooth happened to a 
young lady, and which is related in the Medical Tranfadtions by Dr. Wat- 
fon. 

The dentift being alarmed at the firft appearance, defired me to go and 
fee her upon his own account. The edge of the gum was juft then begun 
to ulcerate. As I did not know well what was beft to be done, I defired 
him to make a ftrong fblution of corrofive fublimatc, and let the mouth 
be often wafhed with it^ alfo fomc lint foaked in it and applyed to the 

part } 
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partj but as this did not ftop it’s progrefs, fhe applycd to Dr. Watfon, 
to whofe account of the cafe I muft refer the reader, and from that account 
I muft take my materials to reafon upon. However I may remark, that 
the cafe appears to have been fuppofcd at laft to have been venereal, what- 
ever might have been the firft opinion, and for the two following reafons ; 
firft, from the mode of catching the difeafe being pofiible ; and fecondly, 
from it’s not giving way to medicines which arc of no fcrvicc in the venereal 
difeafe; and this opinion appears to have been confirmed by the dileafe 
giving way to mercury. But the cal'e itlclf abftraifted from the mode of 
catching it, and even the mode of cure, does not perf&ftly agree witli the 
common attending circumftanccs of the venereal, nor has that attention been 
paid to the neceffary circumftances fufficient to detennine it to be venereal. 

The progrefs of the ulceration in the mouth, which was the firft fymp- 
tom, was by much too rapid for a venereal ulcer in common ; for it muft 
be confidered, if venereal, fimply as a chancre, or local afledion. 

Now let us trace the progrefs of the difeafe into the conftitution. “ About 
this time” viz. when the local dileafe was making fuch rapid progrefs 
“ blotches appeared in her face, neck, and various parts of the body ; 
ieveral of thclc became ulcerated painful fores”,* Now this date of the 
ccHiftitutional affedions following the local, is by much too foon to be 
venereal; we know if a lues venerea arifes either from a gonorrhoea or 
chancre, it does not appear in common till about fix weeks, often much later, 
but foldom fooner. I fhall leave the circumftauce of there being no fwelling 
of the lymphatic glands of the neck, forming buboes, as that is not a con- 
ftant fymptom attending the venereal matter getting into the circulation, 
although it Ihould be allowed to have fome weight, cfpecially where other 
circumftances do not perledly agree. The appearances from the conftitu- 
don when they did take place, were much more violent and rapid in their 
progrefs than any venereal blotches I ever faw; we know in the lues 
venerea that they are months before they arrive at the ftage of fcabs ; 
alfo the pain attending thofe fores did not in the leaft correfpond with 
the lues venerea. Venereal blotches hardly give any foolatioD, or at leaft 

• Medical TranCtAivns, wl. 3, page 328. 
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very little ; but after all, mercury cured thisdiil-afe whatever it was : twent)'- 
eight grains of calomel made into fourteen pills was taken, probably, in ten 
or twelve days ; for It was directed Ihe fliould take one or two each day, as 
the bowels would allow j but altliough tin<5lura thebaica was given, they 
purgeil lb much as made it necell'aty to give no more in this way j but al- 
though fo little mercury was taken, and had allb run otf confiderably by the 
1k)Wc1s, yet “ During the taking of thefe, however, the ulceration of her 
mouth and checks did not fpread, but were lefs painful and of a milder ap- 
[xsirance ; the blotches in her face and body grew paler, and fuch of them 
as had ulcerated healed apace and no new ones appeared." “ Unguent 
ca-rulcum fortius" was therefore direded “ to be well rubbed into her legs 
and thighs twice a d.iy, in linall dofes," Icaft it ihould be determined to the 
bowels. “ In about ten or twelve days her griping and purging returned with 
violence, the ointment was therefore difeontinued ; at this time the blotches 
were all gone j the ulceration in her fic'c and body were coiuplctely healed, 
and thofc of her month nearly fo." 

'I’he only remark I have to make on the cure is, that the quantity of 
mercury was not fulHcient to cure chancres on the penis, making fuch rapid 
progrefs as thofc did in her mouth ; nor could the lame quantity of mercury 
cure venereal fores on the Ikin, which had made fuch rapid progrefs as they 
did in this cafej and if we take in the effedt tliis had upon her health, wkh 
the termination of the whole, I think we Ihould jironouncc it not venereal j 
for the fpccific circum dances, if it was venereal, were juft as uncommon as 
the mode of catchuig it. 

Many of thefe cafes, fulpciffed of being venereal, 1 have feen occafionally, 
and although the patients recovered while under a courfc of mercury, yet 
on account of the want of attention in llie pradlitioners to the very circum- 
ftances that would decide the difeafe to be either venereal or not, I pafs them 
over unnoticed. 

After having conlidcrcd the cafes themfelves of thofc who had the teeth 
tranfplantcd, let us allb confider the perfons from whom the teeth were 
taken } for I cannot help thinking that this will throw fome light upon the 
fubjcdl. Let me fuppole that the young girls from whom the teeth were 
taken really had the lues venerea, and that the teetli were of courfc alfo in- 

fcdled. 
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iedled, which is a fuppofitlon moil: unfavourable to my real opinion, it 
appears to me that even in this cafe there can be no diHcrence between the 
gums of the girl from whom the tooth was taken, and the gums of the 
perlbn who received it : if the ulceration took place in the laR from con- 
tamination, would not the locket in the girl from whom the tooth was 
taken likewilc have ulcerated ? But this did not happen in any of them. 
I have here fuppofed the teeth capable of being contaminated j although I 
believe we have never yet leen them have this difealc primarily, but only in 
confequcncc of it’s breaking out fomewhere clle, in the mouth, throat, or 
nofe, and fpreading to them ; but ftill, if they are capable of having the 
difeale, and communicating it to others, it becomes very extraordinary that 
thelc people Ihould have hit upon the only fuch teeth that probably were 
ever fo contaminated. 

When we confider that the girls from whom the teeth were taken, had 
not the leafr appearance of diieale at the time, and had none when the difeafe 
broke out in the perfon who received the teeth, it becomes Hrange that it 
Ihould break out in the receivers, and not in the giver. 

It is alfo lingular that an ambiguity Ihould follow this difcalc in all it's 
Aages ; in the mode of it’s being caught, the appearance, and the cure. 

Let us fum up all the arguments in favor of the dil^e not being vene- 
real. Firft ; two patients whole cafes were limilar to the others in their 
origin, recovered without medicine. 

Secondly ; they who feemed to be cured by mercury had not a treatment 
exactly limilar to thofe who were indilputably poxed. 

Thirdly ; I confider it as impolllblc for parts to have the power of con- 
taminating, which have not themlelves alTumed the difeafed adlion. 

Fourthly i the parts contaminating were never known to have been con- 
taminated themfclvcs. 

But it mull be nearly the fame thing to thofe who want to have teeth 
tranfplanted, whether my reafoning is jull or not ; for a difeafe in confc- 
quence of the operation moll certainly has taken place ; and in fomc cafes 
this has been worfe, or cured with more difficulty, than the lues venerea 
in common } and whatever the difeafe may be, I yet know of no mode of 

5 I prevention. 
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prevention, except the drawing of the tooth early, and that has been tried 
in one cafe only, and in that cafe was fuccefsful. 

From this account many may be deterred from having this operation 
performed ; in that light no evil can arife, except being mortified that no 
means of relief can be had recourfe to in cafes of bad teeth j but it is to be 
remembered, that this is a publication of all the unfuccefsful cafes, which 
is the very reverfe of what is generally pradlifed in medical books j and 
they are mentioned upon no other principle than that the difeafe, when It 
happens, may not be improperly managed. 

It may be afleed, what is this difeafe ? That may be with more difficulty 
anfwcrcd, than what it is not. I tliould fey that a found tooth tranfplanted 
anay occafion fuch an irritation as flail produce a fpecics of difeafe which 
may be followed by the local complaints above mentioned. 

I cannot conclude without intimating that undeferibed difeafes refembling 
the venereal arc very numerous j and that what I have faid is rather to be 
conlidered as hints for others to profecutc this inquiry further, tlian as a 
complete account of the fubjedt. 



THE END. 
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PLATE I. 

FIGURE I. 

T he penis flit open, fliovving a ftridure in the urethra, about two 
inches from the glans ; the ftridure is but flight. 

AA. The cut furface of the corpus fpongiofum urcthrx. 

BB. The canal of the urethra in which may be oblerved tlie orifices of 
tlie lacunx. 

C. The ftri(fhire. 



FIGURE II. 

The penis flit open for about three inches, to fliow the lacunx, which 
become occafionally an obftruflion to the paflTage of the bougie. . 

AA. The Corpus fpongiofum urethra. 

BB. The internal furface of the canal of the urethra pointing to the ori- 
fice of two of the lacunx. 

C. A briftlc introduced into a lacuna. 

D. The end of the bougie introduced into the remaining part of the 
urethra. 
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PLATE II. 

T he urethra opened in two different places, one before the flridhire, 
the other behind : the one before, is through the body of the penis j 
the other behind, is upon the anterior furface of the membraneous part, and 
a bougie pafles from the one opening to the other. 

AA. The crura penis and bulbous part of the urethra all blended together 
by inflammation and fuppuration, which has taken place in many parts. 

BB. The proflate gland in a difeafed flate. 

CC. The cut edges of the bladder. 

D. The urethra behind the ftri(fture very much enlarged, irregular on the 
furface in confequence of ulceration. 

EE. The cut furface of the corpus cavemofum penis. 

FF. The cut furface of the corpus fpongiofum urethra:. 

GG. The bougie paffing from the found to the unfound part of the 
urethra. 

H. A fmall bougie in the new paflage. 
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PLATE III. 

T* wo canulas for applying caullic to ftrifturcs in the urethra. 

FIGURE I. 

A ftraight lilver canula with the plug projecting beyond the termination 
of the canula, making a rounded end; at the other end of the wire is a (mail 
port-crayon in which is rcprefented a piece of caufUc. 

FIGURE II. 

A flexible canula for applying the cauilic to ftriChircs in the bend of 
the urethra. The wire with the (mail port-crayon is pulhed out beyond it's 
end. 

FIGURE III. 

A piece of filver wire with the plug at the end to be introduced into the 
canula, as in Figure I. 
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PLATE IV. 

T he bladder and penis of a perfon who died of a mortification of the 
bladder in confequence of a llridure and ftone in the urethra. In 
this plate not only the ftridlurc is reprefented, but the thickened coats and 
fafciculatcd inner furface of the bladder j as alfo the fmall ftone which adled 
as a valve, or plug j befides which a canula Is introduced from the glans 
down to the ftri(fture, fliowing the pradlicability of deftroying it with cauftic. 

AA. The bladder cut open, fliowing it’s coats a little thickened, and it’s 
inner furface fafciculated. 

B. The body of the penis. 

CC. The corpus fpongiofum urethra? cut open through it’s whole length, 
expofing the urethra. 

D. The proftate gland divided. 

E. A filver canula introduced into the urethra through which the cauftic 
is palled on to the ftridlure. 

F. Points out the ftridbire with the ftone laying above it, lb as entirely 
to prevent the paflage of urine. 
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PLATE V. 

A n enlarged proftate gland, particularly the valvular procefs, which 
has increafed inwards into the bladder in form of a tumor, in confe- 
quence of which the water palled with difficulty, w hich became the caufe 
of the increafed thicknefs of the bladder. 

A. The proftate gland. , 

• B. The projecting part palling into the cavity of the bladder. 

CC. A briftle in the urethra to lliow it is above this tumor. 

D. The cut edge of the bladder, which fliows it’s increafed thicknefs.* 

* The preparation from which this drawing tvas made I was favoured with by Mr. Gunning, 
which i$ in hi^ pofTdfion. 
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PLATE VI. 

A Kidney whofe ureter, pelvis, and infundibula, arc very confiderably 
enlarged in confequcnce of a ftri<fturc in the urethra. 

A. The fubftance of the kidney, which is become very thin. 

BB. The infundibula much enlarged. 

C. The pelvis very much enlarged. 

D. The ureter increafed more than ten times it’s natural fizc. 
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P LATE VII. 

T he valvular part of the bladder fo increafed as to fonn a confiderablc 
tumor, projeiHng into the cavity of the bladder. The proflatc is allb 
enlarged. This tumor had been the occalion of fcvcral fcverc fupprcfltons of 
urine, and had often been the caufc of a failure in drawing off the water with 
the catlicter, by that inllrument mod probably palling into it’s fubllance fo 
deep as to hinder the urine entering it’s openings. The dark line palling 
along the tumor from the urethra was probably made by this means, but 
now collapfed. 

A A. The cut furface of the predate gland. 

BB. The inner lides of the prodate gland projeding inwards. 

C. The tumor. 

D. 'I'he cavity of the bladder. 
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A bscesses near the urethra; their treatment, na. In Ae perinxum are very apt to re- 
turn on contracting a frelb gonorrheca, i6o. Venereal, when obllinate, their treatment, 
370. 

Abforbents on the back of die penis ; inflammation o<^ a <8. Rdulution of, 873. 

Abforptiun of matter, how prevented in a gonorrhoea, Of venereal matter is of three kinds, 

2s6. 

Adion, the meaning o^ 30^. Eafler cured than diipofition, ju. 

Actions, difeded, incompatible with each other, 2 ± 

Animals, fome are not fulceptible of venereal irritation, ao. 



B. 

Ballains, their ufi: in gleets, 103. 

Bark, it’s ufe in mortifications, 8. In gonorrheea, ^ In gleet 103. In mortifications arifing 
fi-om a difliifion of urine in the cellular membrane of die ferotum and perinxum, 156. Li 
pbymofis, 238. 

Bladder, afieCted in a gonorrhoea, 5^ AflrCtions of the — treatment of, 107. it’s ftrmgth 

incrcafcd in itriSure, 125. Difealcs of — from obftruCtians to the urine;, 176. It’s increafed 
irritability, ibid. And urethra contra^ and relax alternately, 177. Inconveniences which 
arile when tfac& aiSions do not take place regularly, 178. Their treatment, lyt). Paralyfis 
of thc--firam obftruCbion to the pafiage of the urine, ibid. Paralyfis of — it’s curt when it arifes 
from obftruCBon owing to preflure or f|>alm, 182. Puni^urc of — above the pubis, r85. 

. PunChirc of — by the redum, t86. PunChue of — in the perinxum, rqo. Of the increafed 
llrength of the, rga. Irritability of — independent of obilruciions to the pafiage of the urine, 
IQ4. Simple irritability of — it’s cure, 105. 

Bleeding, it’s ufe in gonorrhoea, In chordep, 89. 

Bleedings, from the urethra, their treatment, 8S. From chancres, treatment of, 22i. 

Bliftcn applied to the perinxum, their ufe in removing difiigreeable fenfelions tvhich remain after 
the cure of a gtinorrbiEa, 9^ 'llieir ufe in ftrangury, 99. In gleet, ro6. In ftridurc, lifl. 
In fpafmodic affcClions of the urethra, 164.. In paralyfis of the urethra, 166. In paralyfis of 
tlic bbadder, 183. In fpafmodic afleCtions of the urethra accompatiicd by a paralyfis of tb« 

J N bbadder. 
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blaJilcr, ibiJ. In fiinplc irrU-ibilUy ot the blaJJer, In paralyfis of the acceleratore* 

mufclcj, iqb. Li noJt^, ^0. 

Wood of a perfon having tlic lues venerea will not communicate the difeafe to a found perfon by 
inoculation, ioa. 

Wotches, vcncieal, deferibed, ,^iq. 

litjdy, parts of the — their comparative powers, Their powers greater the nearer they arc to' 
the he;irt, ibid. And weaker the more dillant they arc, ibid. Their ftrudlure produces a 
dirterence in their powers of aciioit, J. Their fufccptibility of particular difettfes, ibid. No 
one part of, applyed by nature to two purpofes, with advantage— inftanccs of this in diAcrent 
animals, 1 10. '' 

Bougainville's voyage, a paflage from, 

Bougies their ule in gonorrhoea, 5^ In gleet, 134. 105. Different kinds of, 116. Their 

, ufe in ftrieturc, tiy. Directions for paffing them, tiS, i6s- Frequently ftop in the lacunae 
of the urethra, no. Sometimes form a new paffage on the fide of the urethra, lat, iqy. 
Sometimes flip into the bladder and occafion the patient to be cut as for the ftone, 135, Mode 

, of extracting them when a part iiill remains in the urethra, ibid. Circumffances attending 
the ufe of bougies 'it Si ith. Their figure and ccunpofition, ibid. Afi'cCl many parts by 
f)-mpathy, 1 tb. Hollow, their ufe in ftnCturc, 154. How introduced where the profiatc 
gland is enlarged, 173, 174. 

Bubo, theory of it’s formation, 353. Miftakes of authors relative to this fubjeCt, 154, asS- 
Situation and defeription of, a;?. _Maybc formed in the lymphatics or lymphatic glands a;8. 
Howdifiinguifiied from other fwoliings a;q. Of the time between the application of the ve- 
nereal matter and the formation of, a(i.3. In the right groin when occafioned by chancres 
generally arilcs from thofe fituated on the right fide of the penis, aba. In women, it's divifioin 
26a. Of the inflammation of, ab;. Alarks which difiinguUh it from other fweUings of tiic 
glands ibid. General reflections on it's cure, ayo. Of the refolution of^ ibid. Is attended 
with difierent difpofitions which muff be treated accordingly, 17a. Refolution of — the ufe of 
vomits in, ibid. In the groin, of the refolution of, a?4. In women — of the refolution of, ay^. 
In different parts of the body, treatment of, ibid. Refolution of — the quantity of mercury necef- 
fary for, ayb. Is more likely to fuppurate if there is one in each groin than when Angle, ibid. 
Sometimes becomes fehirrous ; it's treatment, a??. It's treatment when it fuppurates, ibid. 
Mercury is to be given during the fuppuration of, ayS. Method of opening it, ibid. Confc- 
quences of, afio. Degenerates fometimes into a fore of the fcrofulous kind, aSo, aSa. In 
fome they fpread to an amazing extent, a84. It’s treatment when it becomes ftationary, afij 

C. 



Calculous matter frequently attaches itfelf to the ends of bougies when left in the bladder,- 13;. 

Frequently fills up the cavity of the catheter when kept a length of time in the bladder, iqa. 
Camphire, it’s ufe in chordcc, ^ 

Caruncles in the urethra, 167. Their cure, ibid. 

Cafe 



Digitized by Google 



INDEX. 






Cafe of a child under inoculation attacked with the mcadcs, 3. Of a gentleman, proving that a 
gonorrhoea may produce a lues venerea, i^. Of a young woman from the Magdalen Hofpiral, 
fhowing that a gonorrhoea may continue two years, * gentleman where a gonorrhea 

continued a length of time without loling it’s virulence, ibid. Of a gentleman proving the 
fame, J2: Of a man where the cuticle of the glans came off, Of a young gentleman 
where the gonorrhoea was confined to the glans, ^ Of a gentleman, Ihowing how the vene- 
real matter is communicated to the urethra, 50. Of a woman having a fluor albus, and com- 
municating a difeafe limilar to gonorrhoea, ( 11 ^ Of a gentleman cured of a gonorrheea alnioft 
immediately by talcing ten grains of calomel, Of a gentleman under a courfe of mercury 
contradling a gonorrhoea, Of a gentleman, ihowing the ufc of bliffers applied to the peri- 

neum in removing difagrecablc fcnCitions which remain after the cure of a gonorrhoea, 

Of a gentleman’s fervant, ihowing the fame, 93. Of a chimney-fweeper cured of a ftriihire by 
the application of lunar caullic, ia8. Of a gentleman relieved in a ftridfurc by a gonorthcra, 
m. Of a gentleman, ihowing the lame, ibid. Of a foldier, where a new pafliige was made 
along the fide of the urethra by a bougie, 14.O. It’s treatment and cure, 14.C', 141. Of a 
gentleman where a mortification took place in the cellular membrane of the penis from urine 

diffufed into it, 147. Of a man in St. George’s Hafpltd, ihowing tliat keeping extraneous * 

bodies in the urethra prevents wounds, made into that canal, from healing, i6o. Of a man 
in St. George’s Hofpital, cured of a paralyfis of the urethra, i66. Of John Doby, a poor . 

penfioner in the Charter -Houfe, who died from a fuppreflion of urine occafioned by a fwcllcd 
proilate gland, 170. Of a gentleman, ihowing the mconvcniciiccs arifing from a iWdling 
of the proilate gland, i ^ Of a gentleman, iliowing the ufc of blitters applied to the perinarum 
in fpafmodic affediions of the urethra accompanied with a paralyfis of the Madder, 1H3. Of a 
total fuppreflion of urine relieved by a punflurc in the bladder through the rechim, 187. Two 
. inilances of the fame, 188. i8q. Of a failor, where the urine palled from the bladder into the 
reclum, iqo. Of a gentleman, who was impotent witli refpcil to one woman only, 20^. Of 
a young man cured of a feminal weaknefs by opium, 206. Of a gentleman, where the fcmcii 
paffed into the bladder at the time of emifllon, 207. Of a gentleman, where one of the teilitles 
watted entirely, 210. Of a gentleman, ihowing the £ime, ibid. Another inftance of the fame, 

211. Of a gentleman, where feven weeks clapicd between the application of the venereal 
inilbn and the appearance of a chancre, 218. Of a gentleman, where the penis was hent to one 
fide at the time of cre£lion, 224. Of a gentleman, ihowing that mercurial friclions fomc times 
occafion ulcers on the tonfils which have the appearance of venereal ulcers, 241. Another 
cafe Ihowing the fame, 242. Of a gentleman, with a fpreading ulcer of the prqmce cured by 
fca-bathing, 247. Of a gentlemaji cured of ulcerations reiemhiing chancres by the lixivium 
faponarium, 248. Of a gentleman who had a fwclling in the groin fufpefled to be venereal 
268. Of an ofliccr at Liibon, where a bubo was rcfolved, though it contained matter, by fea- 
ficltnefs, 272. Of a gentleman, where a bubo degenerated into a fore of tlic fcrofulous kind, 

281. Of a gendeman who had a gonorrhoea and two buboes ; where a new difpofition formed 
hcfidcs the venereal, 282. Of a little boy who fwallowcd fomc venereal matter without any 
ill confequences, 291. Of a lady who met with the fame accident, ibid. Of a child who was 
fo,npofcd to infc£l it’s nuric with the lues venerea, 296. Of a gentleman proving that venereal 
, complaints 



Digitized by Google 



INDEX. 



complaints are often ftippofed to exift when they reoDy do not, ao8. Of a man having the 
lues venerea, (howing that the ftipcrftcial parts or thoft hrft in order may come into adftoa and 
be cured j while thofe parts which arc fccond in order have only the difpoTition ; but that they 
afterwards may come into aSioii and be cured as thofe firft in order were, gio. Of a gentle- 
man, fliowing the Cane, gia. Of a lady who was lalivated by a fmall quantity of red precipi- 
tate applied to fores, Of a gentleman, fliowing the effedb of mercury on the conftitutkm, 
331). Another inflance of the lame, 34,0. Of a gentleman, fliowing that the efieifts of mer- 
cury on the ronflicution arc not fufficiem for tJie cure of the lues venerea, it requiring it’s 
Ipcriiic efi'e^ on the poifon, as well as it's lenliblc cities on the conftitution, m. Of a 
gentleman, fliowing that the eflicacy of electricity in the cure of difeafes may be increaftd by 
mercury, 366. Of a man in St. George’s Hofpital having the lues venerea, where a cooipa- 
rativc trial was made of the efioSU of guaiacum and {arfaparilU, 368. Of a woman in St. 
George's Hofpital, having the lues sxncrea, where the cure was attempted by opium, but 
without fuccefs, 373. Of Luke Ward, in St Bartholomew’s Hofpital, fliowing the inefficacy 
of opium in the lues venerea, and that it may fumetimes ad as a poiion, 374. Of J. Morgan, 
in the fame Hofpital, fliowing the uft of opium in the cure of an ulcerated teg, 375. Of a 
woman, where hemlock was of ufe in venereal fores which had put on a cancerous appearance, 
376. Of a gentleman infoded with the yaws, 383. Of a gentleman having a difeale reliem- 
bling the lues venerea, 384.. Of a gentleman having a fimilar complaint, 385. Of a hdy 
infected with a difeafe fimilar to the lues venerea by the tranfplanting of a tooth, 3qi. Another 
inflance in a young lady, 3qa. Another in a gentleman, ibid. 

Cafes of a lady, two children and a wctnurle, infeded with a diicafe rcftmbling the lues venerea, 
386. Of three children and three wetnurfes having fimilar complaints, 387. Of difeafes 
refembling the vxnereal difealc from tranfplanted teeth, gqi, 3qa, 393, 394. 

Catiictcr in llie urethra, mode of fixing it, i^p. Obfervations on the ule of the, ibid. How in- 
troduced into the bladder when the proflate gland is enlarged, 172. Of allowing it to remain 
in the urethra and bladder, 191. 

C'auflic, it’s ufe and application in ftridurc, 126. 127, 128, ISS- Deferiptio:. of an inftrument . 
for conveying it to ftridures in the urethra, 129. 

Chancre, it’s poifon the fame .as in gonorrheea, ^ Ocicription of, 21 5, 218. Produced in 
three ways, 216. May attack any part of the body, 217. Not fo ft'cquent an efled of the 
venereal poifon as the gonorrhoea, ibid. It’s flat, ibid. Of the diftance of time between the 
applicaiioD of the venereal poifim and the appearance of, 2J&. May produce a gonorrhoea by 
fympaihy, 220. An inflance of it's curing a gleet, ibid. It’s variation from confliiution, 220, 
226. Sometimes occofions a profuft bleeding, 221. Of— in women, 224. Obfervations on 
the treatment of, 226. I'hc conftitution to be attended to in the cure of, ibid. Is a local 
< omplaint, but may mftfl the conftitution by the abforption of it’s matter, 227, 229. May 
be deflroyed in two ways, by excifion or caoflic, 228. It’s cure, 230. I..ocal applications 
in, 2H. Is attended by particular difpofttioos which muft be confidered in the cure, 231. 
It’s cute by mercury givxn internally, 239. Of the quantity of mercury ncccffary in the cure 
of, 240. A kind of fiilfc one takes place (bmetimes after the cure of the true chaiwre, 244^ 
J47. Confcqucnces of — their treatment, Tjiii difpofitions to new difcafes taking place 
during (he cure of — tlicir treatment, 246. 

Chord, 
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Chord on the b«cV of tht peni*; expI*nation of that appearance, 358. ItVtreitnicnt, a*^. 

Chordcc, it** cauW, ^ ^ ■ In fomc cafes inflammatory, in others fpafmodic, ibid. It’s treat- 
ment, The ufc of opium in, ibid. • The ufe of camphire in, ^ toy. The ufc of 
eleflricity in, ibid. The ufc of baric in fpafmodic, ibid. . , 

Civilization, a difadvantage attending it, lOq. 

Climate, it’s effefts on the lues venerea, ;^3q. 

Cold, it’s effcils upon ftriilure, 11^ Upon the urethra, T74. It’s eftcib in difpofing different 
parts of the body to receive the venereal irritation, ;^o8. Applied to the flein aff'eills the deeper 
fcated parts by fympathy, ,'^oq. ' “ 

Conffitution, fcorbiitic, of, 1. It’s treatment in'thc cure of gonorrhoea, 84. Efie£b of in- 
. flammation in the perinaeum and ferotum upon the, 155. I'o be attended to in the cure of 
chancre, az6. How infe&ed by the matter of a chancre, aay. 

Contamination, the meaning of, tos. . . .1 > ■ 1 ■ ' i 

Cook’s voyage, a paffage from, ^ 

Copulation, of the rcquifitcs neceffary for performing that a^ well, ao3. 

CorroTive fublimate, mode of giving it in the lues venerea, tsi. 

Cough, may be occafioncd by the lues venerea, ^Z4. ‘ 1 . . 

Cowper’s glands, affeilcJ in a gonorrhoea, 45, Suppuration of, how treated, go. 

Cuticle, cracking of the, a fymptom of the lues venerea, gao. 

D. 

Diet-drinks, formulae for, 24.7. Lilbon, it’s ufe in the lues venerea, 37a. - .1." 

Difeafe, venereal, it’s different forms, 7 ^ Varieties in different coidiitutions, 24. Spiecilic| 
obforves a fpecifle diftance or extent, 51. A luimber of difeafes faid to be venereal which arc 
not, 330. Of the time neceffary for the cure of it’s different forms, 331. Of It’s preven- 
tion, 378. 

Difeafes, epidemic, an obfervation on them, at. 

Difpofition, the meaning of, 30;. More difficult of cure than aiilion, 311. 



E. 

Elci^city, it’s ufe in chordcc, ^ In a fwelled tcfficle, gj. In a gleet, 106. In paralyfis of 
the urethra, ihfe- In paral)-fis of the bladder, 183. In venereal warts, 2 Si. It’s powers on 
difeafes increafed by mercury, 366. J ’ : 

Epididymis, ftate of, in a fwelled tefticic, 55, infl. 

Erections, painful, how prevented, 8&. i 

Efcharotics, their ufe in deftroying ftrifhires in the urethra, lafl. In deftroying watts, 2ti. 
Eyes, inflammation of, doubtful if ever venereal, 324. ' 

Experiments made to prove that matter from fores in the lues venerea will not afftfl a perfon lo- 

5 O cally 
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cally who has the lues Tciierea ) but that matter from a gonorrhoea or chancre will, ag^. 
Made to ascertain the progreCs and eftcifis of the venereal poifon, 1^24- CoiKlufions drawn 
from thofe experiments, 327. Made to prove that mercury and it's preparations ate diAolved 
in the aninul juices, 363. 

F. 

Fermentation, the venereal poilbn does not arife from, 

Fever, fymptomatic, 1. Hcdtic, of, ibid. No two diHerent fes'ers can exift at the lame time, 
2. Suppurative, fometimes talccs place in gononhea, ^ It's effedb on gonorrhoea, ^ 
Brings the lues venerea into aAion, 310. , 

Fillula in pcriiueo, it's caulc, 136. 'I'he occalion of aguilh compUines, ibid. It’s cure, 137. 
Defeription of the operation for, ibid. 

P'luor albus fometimes communicates a difeafe fimilar to the gonorrhoea, f 1 ■ 

Foetus in utcro, may be infcAed with the lues venerea by the matter which infected the mother, 
2gi. But not from the effedts of that nutter upon the mother, 295. 



G. 

Glands, abibrbent, Iwcllings of, from fympathy, J 2 ; Affe£led lingly by the venereal poilbn, 260. 
Thole which arc fccond in order are not alfcifted by the venereal poifon j the rcafon of this, 
261. Swellings of, bow dillinguilhcd from buboes, 263. 

Gland, proilate, fwellittg ot, i6g, 170. It’s cRcifts on the canal of the urethra, 170, 171. 
Sometimes prevents a ftonc in the bladder being felt, 170. Mode of detecting it, 171. It’s 
treatment, 174. The ufe of hemlock in, 175. The ufe of burnt Iponge in, ibid. Of the 
dilcharge of the fccrction of, ig?. Mucus of, the dillindtion between it and femen, igg. 

Glands of the groin affected by fympathy in a gpnorrheea, ji, ^ 3^ Of the urethra; their ’ 
fuppuration, how treated, ^3, 90. Of the groin affeited f}inpatbctically by the ufe of bougies, 
136, 142. 

Gleet, it's caufe, 99. It’s cure, 102. Balfams, their ufe in, 103. Injeftions to be ufcd in, 
r04. The ufe of blillers in, 106. The ufe of electricity in, ibid. It’s treatment in women, 
107. Attends upon llricture, irz, 143. In confequence of a Itricturc it’s cure, 132. Cured 
by a chancre, an inltaoce of, 220. 

Gunorrhora may produce a lues venerea, 13. Does not arife from ulcers in the urethra, ag. 
Appears fometimes the day after receiving the infei^on, ^ May be cured without mercury, 

31, 73. Viruknt and limple, difficult to diltinguilh diem, 3^ Frequently cures itfelf, 
33, 6q, 76. Cannot be incrcafed by the application ot frdh matter, 3^ The firft the fc- 
verelt, the fuccceding ones generally milder, fa^ls feeming to prove this, 324 Frequently 
tominues a long tintc without lofmg it’s virulence, 3^ 9^ It’s feat in both fexes, 

Often confined to the glans, It’s fytnptams, 43. Affc£b Cowper’s gbuid-s, 43. Of 

the 
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the difeharge in, ^ A variety of f)Tnptoms produced by fympathy in, ji. Uncommon 
fymptoms in, It’« effedls on the conftitution in both fexes, 62- It’s cure, 63. No 
fpecific medicine for, ibid. Difi'crcnt modes of pra,ilice in, ya. As foon cured without 
mercury as with, yj. May be coiitradicd by a perfon under a courfc of mercury, How 
aiiedled by fever, ^ Treatment of occafional fymptoms of, 88* And gleet, the diftin£Iion 
between them not yet afeertained, Symptoms of, remaining after the difeafe is fubdued, 
q6. Suppolcd confcqucnces of, loq. Docs not in general occafion ftriclure, m. Some- 
times relieves a ftriflure, 134. May be produced by a chancre fympathctic.-illy, am. 

Gonorrhoea in women, (il. Not cafily dillinguUhcd from fluor albus, ibid. The parts afTcdled, 
63. Uncommon fymptoms in, 64. Wears itfclf out in women as well as men, ibid. Proofs 
of it’s exiftence in women, It's continuance, ibid. May cxift without the patient know- 
ing it, It’s cure, 82. 

Guaiacum, gum, it’s eft'eib in the lues venerea, 367, 376. 



H* 

Haemorrhage, from chancre, the u(c of oil of turpentine in, 2 34. 

Hemlock, it’s ufe in fwellings of the proflate gland, I 7 C- In what Is called a fcminal wcaknels, 
iq8 . In (jwcading ulcers of the prepuce, 247. An inllance of it’s being taken in very large 
quantities, 284. It's ufe in buboes, 28 S. In lues venerea, 372, 376. 

Hernia humoralis, fympyoms of, 55. 

Hydrophobia, obfervations on that difeafe, 2^ ago. 



r. 

Jalap, it’s effedb on the flomach when thrown into the veins, 230. 

Impotence, it’s caufes, 2 no. Depending on the mind die caule of, 201. From a want of proper 
correfpondence between the afUons of the diHerent organs, 204. 

Infedlion, venereal, the mode of, 22* . 

Inflammation, of, 6. DiviGon of, into adhcfivc, fuppurative, and ulcerative, ibid! Produces 
matter without ulceration, a^ How it attacks the ure^ra in gonorrhora, 50. A cafe fhow- 
ing this, ibid. Venereal, obferves a fpecific difVance, or extent, Irritable, what it is, yo. 
In the parts furroundirig the urethra, it’s treatment, isi, IS 3 . In the perinxum and ferotum 
it’s effefls on the conftitution, ISS- 

InjcAions, different kinds of, ufed in gonorrhoea, y^ To be ufed very often, ibid. Their ef- 
fe£b, yy. In what cafes they arc improper, y^ To be ufed in gleet, lo^ 

Inflrument, defeription of one for conveying cauftic to flriflures in the urethra, tag- 

Inoculation; queries relative to that operation, 3. Calc of a child under iuoculation attacked 
ninth the mcailcs, ibid. 

Ipecacuanha, 
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Ipccacuanh:!, it’s effcvSs oii the Aonuch when thrown into the veins, ijo. 

Irritation, fpccific, produced by the venereal poifon, 13. Venereal, can be kept up but a certain 
time in gonorrhtea, 3^ 6 ^ V enercal parts become (b habituated to, as hardly to be affected 
by it, 3^ Venereal, takes place more readily in thoTc parts expofed to Cold, 308, 



L. 



Lead, it’s ufe in gonorrhoea, 22 : tOf- lu Are bladder how removed, ii6. 

Living, mode of, under a courfc e>f mercury, 348, 354. 

Lixivium faponarium, it's ule in ulcerations refembling chancres, 248. 

Lucs venerea, never combined with the itch or feurvy, 1. And fmallpox may appear at the fame 
time, but not in the fame part*, 3. Produced by a gonotrhoea, 13. The caufc of other 
difcalbs, 26. The different ways in which it is communicated, 287. Of the nature of tlic 
fores or ulcers proceeding from the, aBq. Does not contaminate the diAcrent fecretions, ago. 
Sores in the, the matter from, compared with that from chancres and buboes, aga. Sores in 
the, the matter of, not venereal, ibid. A perfon having the, may be affcdlcd locally by the 
application of matter from a gonorrhtea or chancre, 2Q3. Of the local effedls arifing from 
the, confidered as critical, igq. Of the fymptomatic fever in the, ibid. Of the local and 
conAitutional forms of the difrafe never intefering svith each other, 301. Of it’s fuppdIcJ 
termination in otlier difcafes, 303. Of the fpccific diAance of the venereal inflammation in 
the, 304. Of the parts moA fufccptiblc of the, 30s- Of the time and manner in which the 
parts arc affciAcd in the, ibid. Summary of the doilrine on the, ibid. Parts affedlcd in the, 
arc divided into two orders, namely, firA in order of parts and fecond in order of parts, 306, 
33a. Takes place more readily in thofc parts which are expofed to cold, 305. Is brought 
into avfion by fever, 310. Symptoms of the, 316. Of the time neccAiiry for it’s appearance, 
317. Of the (ymptoms of the firA Aage of, 319. Of the f)snptoms of the fecond Aage of, 
327. Of the cffeils of the poifon on the conAitution in the, 329. General oblcmitionB on 
the cure of the, 331. The poifon in the, circulates with the blood ; but it’s cflTecls are local 
and may be cured locally, 332. The parts firA in order are eafier of cure than thofe fecond 
in order, 334. Of continuing mercury while the fwelling of the parts fecond in order Aiil 
continues, ibid. Of the ufo of mercury in the cure of, ibid. Preparation of mercury and 
mode of appl)'ing It in the, 33s. Of the quantity of mercury neccAary to be given in the 
cure of the, 341. Of the length of time naercury Aiould be continued for the cure of the, 352. 
Of the cure of the, In the fecond or third Aage, 3S3. Of the local treatment in the, 346. 
Of the cAciAs remaining after it’s cure, and of the difeafes fometimes produced by the cure, 
369. General obfervations on the medicines ufually given for the cure of, 371. Of the con- 
tinuance of the fpitting in, 377. Of difeafes rclembling the, which have been miAakcn for it, 
379. Suppofed to be communicated by the tranfplanting of a tooth, 379. 

Lympliatics, difoafos of, in gonorrhoea, ' 



M. 
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Matter of a fore, not pernicious to that fore, 3^ Venereal, may be taken into the ftomach 
without producing any bad confequences, aqi. 

Mercury, unneceflary in the cure of a gonorrheea, 23. Combined with mucilage preferable to 
oily fubftances when ufed externally, 230. Sometimes produces ulcers on the tonfils, which 
are taken for venereal, 24.1. When nibbed into the thigh for the cure of a chancre fometimes 
occafions fwelling of the glands of the groin, 24.2. How to be ufed in the refolulion of buboes, 
^i, 274. Of the quantity neceflary for the relblution of buboes, 276. To be ufed during 
the fuppuration of buboes, 278. Appears fometimes to lofo it’s power on the body, 281. Of 
the ufe of, in the cure of lues venerea, ■^^4. Preparation o<^ and mode of applying it in the 
lues venerea, qtS- The mod convenient way of introducing it into the conftitution, 337. 
It’s adion, 338, t44. It’s effedb on the conftitution, and parts capable of fecretion, 330, 
366. Never gets into the bones in the form of a metal, 340. Of the quantity neceftary to 
be given for the cure of the lues venerea, 341, 346, 3;3- It’s eftefb on the mouth, 342. 
343- Of it’s fenfible eftedb upon parts, 342. Does not a£l by evacuation, 344. 363. Of 
the difterent methods of giving mercury externally and internally, 347, 34g. When mixed 
with the (aliva may aft as a gargle upon ulct s in the throat, 348. Mode of living under a 
courfe o^ ibid. Of the different preparations of, and their combination with other medicines, 
340. 3 S3- Of the length of time it Ihould be continued for the cure of the lues venerea, 352. 
Of correfting feme of the effefls of, 358. Of the form of the different preparations of, when 

. in the circulation, 362. Is diffblved in the animal juices, 363. Of the o|>eration of, on the 
venereal poifon, 36 s. Increafes the efficacy of eleflricity in the cure of difeafes, ibid. 

Mercurius calcinatus, it's ufe in prevsmting a lues venerea from a gonorrhoea, In the lues 
venerea, 330. 

Mezereon, it’s ufe in the lues venerea, 372. 

* Mortification takes place in the extremities of tall people, and why, ^ Of two kinds, It's 
caufe, ibid. It’s treatment hitherto in part improper, ibid. It’s cure, 8. The ufe of the 
bark in, ibid. The ufe of opium in, ibid. In confequcnce of the diffufion of urine into the 
cellular membrane of the ferotum, it’s treatment, 147. 

N. 

Nails, feparation of the, a fymptom of the lues venerea, 321. 

Nodes, venereal, defeription of, 328. Treatment of, 3^6. The ufe of blifters in, ibid. Of 
abfoefles in confequcnce of, 3^7. Of exfoliation in confequcnce of, ibid. On tendons, liga- 
ments, and lafeiat, their treatment, 3s8. 

Nurfes, who fuckle children, fuppofed to have the lues venerea, how aftedted, 2QS. 



O. 

Onanifin, how far pernicious to the conftitution, 2 QQ. 

Opium, it’s ufe in mortifications, 8. In priapifm, 4^ In gonorrheea, I" chordee, ^ 
. • 5 P In 
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In Arlflurc, ii8. In TpaTmodic afTciSIions of the urethra, 164. In fimple initabilit)' of the 
blad(!cr, iq;. It’s ufe in fcminal weaknefs, lab. In phymofis, 238. In the lues venerea, 
252, 372. In forenc/s of the mouth from mercury, 361. An inftance ofit’s being given in 
very large quantities, 375. 



P. 

Paralyfis of the urethra, 166. It’s cure, ibid. Of the blatkler, from obftruSion to the paflage 
of the urine, 179. Of the bladder, it's cure when it arilcs (n>m obftruflion owing to prcQure 
or fpafm, »8a. Of the acceleratores mufcles, it's cure, 195. 

Paraphyniofis, it’s caulc, 221. Natural, defeription of, 222. From difealc, defeription of, 223. 
From chancres, the treatment of, 238. Operation for, 23Q. 

Phymofis, it's caide, aar Natural, defeription of, 222. From diicafe, defeription of, 223. It’s 
treaDnent when produced by or atteiuled with chancre, 232. Produced by chancres, the com- 
mon operation for, 235. Of the conflitutional treatment of, 237. 

Poifon, venereal, it’s origin doubtful, tqi. Began in the human race, and in the parts of gene- 
ration, 10. It’s nature, LL, It’s effefis, ibid. Propagated by matter, It’s aflion, 

ibid. It’s greater or lefs acrimony, ibid. It affccb very difierently different people, 12. 
The (iune in gonorrhoea as in chancre, ibid. How communicated to the inhabitants of the 
South Sea iflands, ibid. Produces difierent forms of the difeafe ■, how this happens, ^ The 
caufe of it’s poifunous quality, Docs not arifc from fermentation, ibid. It’s cffedls arifc 
from a fpecific irritation, 22 ; Afleifts the body in two different ways, locally and cooflituti- 
onally, ^ Of the time between the apidication and effect, 21^ Applied to a fore will often 
produce the venereal irritation, 2Z2 I* abforbed in three different ways, 256. When 

abforbed may affeel the Ijanphatics themfelves, or the lymphatic glands, forming buboes in 
each, 258, 2 SO. Of the time between it’s application and the formation of a bubo, 2fio- 
Affefts but one gland at a time, ibid. Never affedts the glands which, are fccond in order i 
the reafoii of this, 261. Sometimes only irritates the glands to difeafe, producing in them 
ferofula, 269. Experiments made to afeertain the progrefs and effirdls of the, 324. Of it’s 
effcdls on the conflimtion in the lues venerea, 329. Circulates with the blood in the lues 

. venerea ; but it’s eft’cfh arc local and may be cured locally, 332. Of the operation of mer- 
cury on tl>c, 365. 

Poifons, moibid, divided into fimple and compound, g. New, arc rifing up every day, 387. 

Prepuce, contradfion of the, operation for, 22 ±; Mortification of, it’s treatment, 237. T ume- 
fudlioa and elongation of, after the cure of chancre, it’s treatment, 24S. Thickening and 
hardening of the prepuce and glans, it’s treatment, 249. Excori.vtions of the prepuce and 
glajts, their treatment, 2C2. 

Priapifin, it’s eSc^s in a dog, 4^. The ufe of opium in, ibid. It’s caufe, 205. It’s cure, 206. 

S. 

Salivation, occafioned by a fore being dreffed with red precipitate, 336. 

Sarfaparilla, k’s ufe in fpreading ulcers of the prepuce, 247. In buboes, 285. 
nerca, 2^ 22 ii 375 - 



In tho lues vc- 
Scrofula, 
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Scrofula, obfcn'adons on, ^ ^ ^ loo. 

Scrotum, relaxation of the, the caulc of, aor. 

Sirup, Velno’t vegetable, it’s ufe in the lues venerea, ■^71. 

Skin, feems to be the caufe of the fulceptibility of die ablorbcnts to receive venereal irritatkia, afit. 
Smallpox, matter immaterial from what fubje^ taken, The reaTon why a perfon cannot be 
infcifted twice with the, ^ 30 . . ■ ' 

South Sea iflands, inhabitants of, bow infnfled with the lues venerea, I 2 ~ - , ' ■ ■ 

Strangury, the ufc of blillers in, 22 ; caufe, ibi. 

Striffure, different kinds of, 111. Permanent, defeription o^ iig. Affefled by cold, 114,. 
It’s caufe, ibid. Common to mod paflages in the body, ibid. In general not the eScvlI of 
venereal complaints, 11c. It’s cure by dilatation, 117. Ufc of bougies in, iifi. Fre- 
<)uently attended with fpafms, ibid. It’s cure by ulceration, iia. Occaiions an iiicreafc in 
the flrength of the bladder, las- The ufc and application of caulKc to, n6, 155. In wo- 
men, obfervations on, t^t. In women, it’s cure, rw. Attended with fpafmodic affec- 
tion, l^^^. Sometimes relieved by a gonorrhoea, m. Spafmodic, it’s treatment, ibid. 
Permanent, difcafes in confcijueiKe of, 14,^. Bad effects of travelling in, 163. 

Sugar, one of the bed redoratives of any kind we are acquainted with, 3 S 4 - 
Sulphur, it’s ufc in corre^ng Ibmc of the effefls of mercury, 360. 

Suppreffion of urine, how relieved, iSo. Operations (or the cure of, 184. 

Suppuration, of it’s not anfwcring the common final intention In a gonorrhoea, 30. 

Surfaces, fecreting and non-fccreting, what they arc, id. Of the bed, for abforption, 336. 
Sympathy, divifion of, into univerfal and partial, l. Partial, divided into remote, contiguous, 

. and contipuout, 2, Between the urethra and the cutting of a tooth, an inftance of it, 33. 
Occafions a variety of fymptoms in gonorrhoea, gi. In gonorrheea occaiions fwellings in the 
tcdicles, qg; and in the abforbent giaad*, .57.. Sometimes cures a gleet, io6. Ocea- 
fions adedtions of many parts during the ufc of bougies, 136, 142. Between the fkin and 
- deeper feated parts of the body when cold is applied to the former, 309. 

Syftcm, abforbent, affedled in two ways ; by irriucion and the abforption of matter, 57. Dis- 
covery of, it’s ufe in medicine, 253, 




Teeth, tranfplanting of, fuppofed to communicate the lues venerea, 3~q. Of difcafes fuppofed 
to be venereal produced by, 391. Produces a difcafe which fometimes is more difficult of cure 
titan the venereal, 397. 

Tcfliclc, fwcUIng of tlie, arifcs from fympathy in gonorrhoea,, 92, 220. Swelled, lymptomS 
of, ibid. SiVcIting of, ik not venereal, ^ qii S'*mlluig o^ fbiuelimes produced by the gout, 
ibid. Swelled, it’s treatment, 91, 92. The ufc of vomits in, ibid. Affected fympachctically 
from the ufe of bougies, 1 36, 142. Of tlur decay of the, 20q. 

Totigue, ulcers of the, arc fcldom venereal, 307. 

Tonfds, venereal, ulcers of the, defeription of, 322. TumefiuSlion of, ibid. Excoriation of, 
jii 3^ - K • ■ 

Turpentine, oil of, it’s ufc in hxmorrhage from chancre, 23I; 
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V. 

Vefiads feminalM, their uie, 48. Are leLdoin difeilbd, 17$. Of the di&harge of the fecretioa 
oC, 197.' Muciu thcAiftini£lioo beiMeeen it and leaoen, 198. 

Viper, an obfervation on it’s poifon, 36 

Vomits, their ufe in a fwElled tefticle, 91. In re&lving bubocT, 271. 

U. 

Ulcers, venereal, of the nature of, 389. Of the tonfilt, de&ription 0^ 312. 

Ureter and kidney, afiicfied in a gonorrhoea, 53. Of the diftention of the ureters, 193. 

Urethra, ulcers in the, not produced in a gonorrhoea, 29, 1 16. A fhoit hiftory relative to that 

. (iibje^ ibid. An inftance of it's fyropathifmg with the cutting of a tooth, 33. Is fometimes 
the feat of the gout aitd ibeumatilin, ibid. It's ai^Qn, 46. What parts of the, fiunifh the 
matter in a gonorrhiea, 48. Bleeding oC, 49. How aBcfied by inflammation, 50. Bleed* 
ings from, their treatment, 88. Suppuration of it’s glands, how treated, 90. Obfervations 
on it’s ufes, 10. Obftrufiioos of, the diflerent kinds of^ ill. Parts of the, moft fubjedi to 
ftri^ure, 113. Lacurae oi^ a bougie fircquendy ftops in them, 120. Diflfeient kinds of ob* 
ftru&ions which take place in that canal, 126. Sometimes a new paflage is made along the 
fide of the urethra by bougies, the treatment and cure of that accident, 138, 139. Enlarg** 
ment of, 143. Inflammation of the parts furrounding the, treatment of, 151, 153. Abfeeiles 
near the, their treatment, 151, 152. Spalmodic afle&ions of the, 162. Their caufe, ibid. 
Their cure, 163. Paialyfis o^ 166 1 it’s cure, Ibid j the ufe of canthaiides in, ibid. And 
bladder cootradt and relax alternately, 177. Inconveniences which arife when thefe a^ons 
do not take place regularly, 178. Their treatment, 179. Mucus of, of the difchsrge of, 197. 

Urine, of a new paliagc formed tot the, 144. The mifehief it occaiions by being diffufed into 
the cellular membrane of the fcrotum and neighbouring parts, 145. Defciiption of an opera- 
tion to prevent it, 146. To be drawn off frequently in fuppreffioiu of, 147, 183. Suppref- 
{ion of^ how relieved, 180. Suppreffion of, operations for the cure of^ 184. SupprefEon of, 
the ufe of calomel and opium in, 188. Should never be retained a lengdi of time in the 
bladder, 195. 

W. 

Warts, venereal, their treatment, 251. 

Weaknefe, feminal, it's caufe, 206. The ufe of opium in, ibid. It's cure, 208. 



Y. 



Yaws, cafe of a gendenun infodled with the, 382. Defeription of the, 383. 



Digitized by Google 



4 






Digitized by Google 






CC by Google 




